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A & E 9March 2008


This is Music:


Sean Stoto
A&E Editor


Nominees: 
wCommon “Finding Forever” 
wJay-Z “Kingdom Come” 
wNas “Hip Hop Is Dead” 
wT.I “T.I vs. TIP” 


Student Opinion: “Other artists had more heart, so 
many others worked hard,” said senior Catrina Brooks.


	 “Pure	grunge!	Pure	noise!”
	 I	won’t	get	into	the	other	
adjectives	Mark	Arm,	vocalist	for	
both	Green	River	and	Mudhoney,	
used	to	describe	the	music	he	
and	his	bands	played.	The	initial	
idea	stuck,	though,	and	with	it	
a	following	lasting	only	half	a	
decade,	but	leaving	footprints	for	
years	to	come.	Muddy,	grime-
ridden	footprints.
	 Grunge	music,	oftentimes	
called	the	Seattle	Sound,	originated	
in	the	appropriate	city	in	the	state	of	
Washington	sometime	around	the	
mid-80s. It utilized influences from 
punk	rock,	hardcore,	heavy	metal,	
and	indie	rock	to	create	a	sludgy	
and,	indeed,	grungy	sound.	It	was	
generally	characterized	by	distorted	
guitar,	varying	dynamics,	and	lyrics	
usually	viewed	as	socially	awkward	
or	unacceptable.	These	lyrics	
incorporated	such	themes	as	self-
degradation,	as	well	as	grotesque	
symbolism,		often	involving	
sickness	or	injury.
	 There	wasn’t	necessarily	a	
uniform	sound	to	the	subgenre,	
though. There was a fine line 
driving	grunge	into	two	unspoken	
categories:	grunge	that	was	
influenced primarily by punk, 
and grunge that was influenced 
primarily	by	heavy	metal.
	 Some	bands	that	followed	
the	punk	variance	of	grunge	
included	Mudhoney,	Love	Battery,	
Screaming	Trees,	and	early-day	
Nirvana.	Oddly	enough,	many	
of	these	bands	also	incorporated	
blues influence to the music in both 
vocals	and	guitar,	wailing	in	ways	
that	would	make	B.B.	King	proud.	
	 Two	of	the	most	well-known	
grunge	bands	played	primarily	
metal-influenced grunge.  These 
bands	were	Malfunkshun	and	Alice	
in	Chains.	The	guitar	in	this	type	of	


grunge	generally	had	much	lower	
ends,	meaning	there	was	a	bassier	
sound	as	opposed	to	a	more	treble-
driven	sound,	the	beat	was	more	
consistent,	and	the	vocals	were	
more	of	a	growl	than	a	scream.
	 One	interesting	band	stuck	
to	the	indie	rock	side	of	grunge.	
This	band,	Pearl	Jam,	put	out	
one of grunge’s most influential, 
best-selling,	revolutionary,	and	
well-known	albums	in	1991:	
“Ten”.	The	album	consisted	not	
necessarily	of	songs,	but	more	
of	stories	begrudgingly	sung	by	
vocalist	Eddie	Vedder,	backed	
by	complicated	instrumentals	
that	seemed	to	wave	from	genre	
to	genre,	while	still	retaining	the	
grunge	feel.
	 I’ve	been	using	the	term	“was”	
because	grunge	music	is	no	longer	
in	existence.	Yes,	grunge	is	dead.	
After	the	mid-90s,	the	grunge	bands	
that	still	existed	moved	on	to	create	
different,	possibly	more	mature	
music.	The	“death”	of	grunge	was	
really	sealed,	though,	with	the	
suicide	of	Nirvana	vocalist	and	
guitarist	Kurt	Cobain.
	 Cobain	was	a	troubled	man	
riddled	with	drug	problems	and	
potential	emotional	disorders.	
This	seemed	a	frequent	trait	in	
grunge	artists.	Alice	in	Chains	
vocalist	Layne	Staley	had	similar	
personality	traits	and	wound	up	
overdosing	on	a	heroine	mixture.
	 Despite	the	self-destructive	
lives	many	grunge	artists	have	
led,	the	music	they	churned	out	
has	inspired	many	artists	of	today,	
yet	still	cannot	be	mimicked	or	
revived.	Grunge	is	dead,	and	the	
artists	of	today	exemplify	why.	
Bands	like	Three	Days	Grace	and	
Nickelback	may	claim	their	grunge	
roots,	but	nothing	will	replace	the	
raw,	unapologetic	trash	rock	that	
festered in the final decade of the 
20th	century.


Albums to Check Out


“Bleach” by Nirvana


“Ten” by Pearl Jam


“Rehab Doll” by Green 
River


“Jar of Flies” by Alice in 
Chains


“Dayglo” by Love 
Battery


“Sweet Oblivion” by 
Screaming Trees


Student Opinion: “This has not been The Foo 
Fighters best album,”  senior Carl Depew said, stating 
that he believes that Daughtry produced an album 
that was better rounded, and that many can relate to.


Nominees: 
wAmy WineHouse “Rehab” 
wNelly Furtado “Say it Right” 
wChristina Aguilera “Candy-
man” 
wFeist “1234”


Gold Medal Grammies


Student Opinion: “Its pretty impressive that a Jazz 
musician would win since Amy Winehouse and Kanye 
West are constantly played on the radio,” said Senior 
Abbey Brooks.


GRUNGE


Nominees: 
wChris Brown “Kiss Kiss” 
wKeisha Cole “Let It Go” 
wKanye West “Good Life” 
wAkon “I Wanna Love You”


	 The	loud,	electric	overture	
boomed	at	the	start	of	“MAMMA	
MIA!”	captivating	audiences	at	
Miller	auditorium	on	February	
26,	2008	and	ran	until	March	2,	
2008.		The	global	smash	hits	of	
the	Swedish	group	ABBA,	the	
music	of	our	parents’	generation,	
are	performed	on	stage	in	this	wild	
disco	dance	party	of	a	musical	
which	currently	is	performed	in	10	
productions	around	the	world.		
	 “MAMMA	MIA!”	is	the	story	
of	Donna	and	Sophie	Sheridan,	a	
mother	and	daughter	who	reside	on	
an	island	of	the	coast	off	Greece.		
Sophie	is	getting	married	to	a	
young	man	named	Sky	and	would	
very	much	like	for	her	dad	to	attend	
the	wedding.		Unfortunately	for	
Sophie,	her	mother	Donna	lived	a	
very	promiscous	life	in	the	1970s	
which	resulted	in	three	possible	
contendors	for	the	paternity	of	
Sophie.		
	 Sophie	invites	all	three	
“dads”	to	the	wedding	without	
her	mother’s	knowledge,	resulting	
in a crazy and fun-filled wedding 
adventure filled with nostalgic disco 
song	and	dance,	heartbreak,	and	
rediscovered	love.		
	 Some	familiar	songs	of	ABBA	
featured	in	this	musical	include	
“Dancing	Queen,”	“Voulez	Vous,”	
and	the	title	song	“Mamma	Mia.”		
The	tunes	leave	the	audience	
singing	along	with	the	show.	The	
show	incorporates	the	songs	well	
into	the	plot	which	makes	the	show	
that	much	more	interesting,	as	well	
as	clever.


The Hits of ABBA Brought to Life 
on Stage in “MAMMA MIA!”


	 “MAMMA	MIA!”	contains	
quite	a	few	sexual	references	and	
is	not	reccommended	for	young	
children.		The	music,	however,	is	
perfect	for	any	generation,	young	or	
old.
	 At	the	conclusion	of	the	show	
when the cast takes its final bow, 
it	appears	as	if	the	show	is	all	
over.		However,	the	show	is	not	
yet finished.  Strobe lights and 
flashing colors begin to penetrate 
the	audience	as	the	cast	sings	and	
dances	to	encores	of	“Dancing	
Queen”	and	“Mamma	Mia”	that	
were	featured	in	the	show,	including	
a	performance	of	“Waterloo,”	
ABBA’s	break-through	hit	that	
had	not	been	performed	during	the	
show.		
	 Donna	and	her	two	friends	don	
colorful disco flared one pieces and 
platform	heels	as	they	perform	the	
encore	of	“Dancing	Queen,”	while	
Donna’s	three	lovers	and	possible	
fathers	of	her	daughter	return	to	
the stage in outfits that match the 
women	to	perform	alongside	them.		
The	audience	is	encouraged	to	sing	
and	dance	along	with	the	cast	for	
the	conclusion	which	lasts	for	at	
least	a	full	six	minutes.
	 “MAMMA	MIA!”	is	currently	
being	performed	around	the	world	
in	10	locations.		Eight	productions	
are	permanent	resident	productions	
with	shows	in	London,	New	
York,	Las	Vegas,	Moscow,	two	
in	Germany,	Spain,	Korea,	and	a	
show	in	Japan	which	opened	on	
February	26,	2008	on	the	very	same	
night	“MAMMA	MIA!”	came	to	
Kalamazoo.		
	 Two	productions	are	touring	
in	both	the	United	States	as	well	
as	internationally.		All	10	global	


productions	take	in	over	$8	million	
a	week	in	ticket	sales.		
	 To	date,	“MAMMA	MIA!”	
has	more	productions	around	the	
world	than	any	other	musical	and	
has	grossed	over	$2	billion	at	the	
Box Office.  Over 17,000 people 
see	“MAMMA	MIA!”	around	the	
world	every	night.
	 “MAMMA	MIA!”	will	be	
coming	to	theaters	on	July	18,	2008	
in a film version of the hit musical 
starring	Meryl	Streep,	Colin	Firth,	
Pierce	Brosnan,	and	Amanda	
Seyfried	who	is	known	for	playing	
the	role	of	Karen	in	“Mean	Girls.”	
	 The	next	time	“MAMMA	
MIA!”	arrives	at	Miller	Auditorium,	
everyone	who	has	enjoyed	the	
Swedish	group	ABBA	in	the	
past	and	would	like	to	re-live	
the	experience	or	expose	their	
children	to	the	hits	of	the	second	
highest	grossing	band	of	all	time	
(surpassed	only	by	The	Beatles)	are	
encouraged	to	attend	a	performance	
of	this	brilliant,	hilarious,	and	fun	
show.
	 	


Kristen Wehling
Feature Editor


Nominees: 
wDaughtry “Daughtry” 
wJohn Foggarty 
“Revival” 
wBruce Sprinsteen 
“Magic” 
wWilco “Sky Blue Sky”


Nominees: 
wBeyonce “Irreplaceable” 
wThe Foo Fighters “Echoes” 
wRihanna “Umbrella” 
wJustin Timberlake “What 
Goes Around”


Student Opinion: “Alicia Keys was the only one I 
wanted to win,” said Senior Tara Swodzinski. “The 
rest of them [the nominees] did not give exceptional 
performances.”


Nominees: 
wThe Foo Fighters “Echoes, 
wSilence, Patience and 
Grace”
wVince Gill “These Days” 
wKanye West “Graduation” 
wAmy Winehouse “Back in 
Black”


Student Opinion: “Umbrella” is good but there are 
too many versions of it, its played out,” said Senior 
Chaquonta Derring.


Student Opinion: “To tell you the truth, he’s just 
good,” Daniel Parin said.


Best Rock Album: The Foo Fighters “Echoes, 
Silence, Patience & Grace” 


Best Rap Album: Kanye West “Graduation” 


Record of the Year: Amy Winehouse 
“Back in Black” 
 


Best Female Vocal Pop: Alicia Keys  


Album of the Year: Herbie Hancock “River: 
The Joni Letters” 


Song of the Year: Rihanna “Umbrella” 


Jacquese Steele
Staff Writer








One Year of Interesting History: Free
             Taking the AP Exam: Free


Getting Into Your #1 College: Priceless


AP History       


10th- 12th AP United States History
11th- 12th AP European History
80% AP exam pass rate for past 2 years
  *National Average = 53% pass rate


When the replacements just aren’t good enough...


   
Accept no substitute!


AP Literature 2008-2009
                                  with


Miss Bowser


AP Calculus
An Integral part of your education


Earn valuable college credit


Learn an interesting and 
rewarding topic that has many 
real world applications


Gain experience to put yourself
ahead in college


AP College English with Mr. Burch
There will be one section
Required meeting at end of this school year
Mr. Burch will teach the 11th grade section
Interested Students should enjoy literature, writing, and discussion


•
•
•
•


Readings will include...


Oedipus


In Cold Blood Don Quixote


The Double


AP Science Classes
2008-2009


AP Chemistry
taught by: Ms. Stevens
(contact her before summer vacation)
participate in college level 
labs and learn the important 
techniques involved


•


•


AP Physics
taught by: Mr. Ryan
(contact him before summer vacation)
study everything from 
forces to relativity through 
labs and lectures


•


•


AP Biology
teacher undecided
involves in-depth labs 
geared towards the exam
dissection of fetal pigs
field trips to professional 
lab facilities


•
•


•
•


AP
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Get Tickets Through the Miller Box Office:
269-387-2300 or millerauditorium.com


www.thegilmoreiscoming.com


G I L M O R ETHE


Student Tickets are ALWAYS Just $5.00
April 24-May 13, 2008


The Largest Gathering of Keyboard Artists in North America
RIGHT HERE in Kalamazoo!


Get Them Now!


Steppin’ Muzak Records
Presents Gull Lake High School’s


Available in Stores February 2008
CD Single available at CD Warehouse and online on Itunes and CD Baby


View the music video “Let’s Have Some Fun (Hey)” 
youtube.com/steppingmuzak
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WHAT’S HAPPENING


	 Lately,	 there	 has	 been	 a	 lot	 of	
discussion	 about	 how	 reform	 efforts		
are	going	to	affect	Loy	Norrix.	People	
are	wondering,	“What	exactly	is	going	
to	happen	here	at	LN?”	And,	“Why	do	
we	have	to	make	changes	to	how	the	
school	is	structured?”


Reasons for Reform
	 The	 biggest	 reason	 for	 having	
to	 implement	new	reform	efforts	and	
expand	 the	 ones	 already	 in	 place	 is	
the	 fact	 that	 the	 high	 schools	 in	 the	
Kalamazoo	 Public	 School	 district	
have	 failed	 to	 meet	 the	 Adequate	
Yearly	 Progress	 (AYP)	 for	 the	 past	
five years. Meeting AYP means that 
a	high	school	must	have	a	graduation	
rate	of	80	percent	or	higher	and	meet	
specific goals in English, language 
arts,	and	mathematics.	
	 Failure	to	meet	AYP	standards	is	
not	 the	 only	 reason	 for	 reform.	 The	
No	Child	Left	Behind	Act,	along	with	
changes to Michigan’s standardized 
testing,	 are	 two	 external	 forces	
which helped to influence both the 
administrators’ and reform committee 
members’ recommendations. 
 Due to Michigan eliminating 
the Michigan Education Assessment 
Program (MEAP) and switching to 
the Michigan Merit Exam (MME), 
students	 throughout	 the	 state	 are	
required	to	use	more	of	what	they	learn	


in school. Although the MME forces 
teachers	to	change	their	curriculum	to	
ensure	that	the	students	are	able	to	be	
successful, it helps prepare Michigan 
students	to	compete	globally	for	jobs	
and	educational	opportunities.	


The Essence of LN’s School Reform
	 According	 to	 Principal	 David	
LaPrairie	 implementation	 of	 school	
wide	 small	 learning	 communities	
(SLCs) is the essence of LN’s school 
reform initiatives. Everyone has heard 
the	rumors	that	the	transition	to	SLCs	
means	 separate	 academies	 for	 each	
grade	 level,	 but	 those	 rumors	 are	
wrong.	 In	 fact,	 the	only	academy	for	
a specific grade level will continue to 
be	the	Freshman	Academy	that	began	
during	the	2006-2007	school	year.
	 Unlike	 the	 theme	based	 learning	
communities	 in	 place	 at	 Kalamazoo	
Central	 High	 School,	 which	 was	
decided	upon	by	school	administrators,	
a	group	of	staff	members	at	LN	were	in	
charge	of	designing	the	best	structure	
for	students	and	staff	alike.	This	meant	
coming	up	with	a	structure	that	would	
address	the	needs	of	the	entire	student	
population.	
	 The	 design	 team	 had	 to	 ask	
themselves,	as	US	History	teacher	and	
reform committee member Sveri May 
said,	 “Kids	 doing	 well	 will	 always	
do	 well,	 but	 what	 will	 help	 us	 as	 a	
whole	(both	KPS	and	LN)	meet	AYP	
while	helping	our	students	to	compete	
globally?”	
	 Those	same	staff	members	had	to	
look	at	 the	different	ways	 the	 school	
day	 can	 be	 structured,	 something	


which KC Journalism teacher, Elaine 
Sayre	says	was	not	done	in	the	process	
of	reforming	KC.	
	 “Administrators	 were	 trying	
to	 tweak	 how	 the	 school	 day	 can	 be	
done,	but	they	did	not	look	at	the	many	
possible	options,	which	led	to	having	
structural	problems,”	said	Sayre.	
	 SLCs	 are	 not	 just	 a	 change	 for	
the	 student	 population;	 the	 changes	
affect	 the	 teaching	 staff	 as	 well.	 In	


fact,	 LaPrairie	 believes	 teachers	 will	
experience	 the	 most	 changes.	 The	
purpose	of	SLCs	is	to	help	the	teachers	
to	communicate	with	others	outside	of	
their	department	and	allow	for	better	
planning	 to	 take	 place	 between	 the	
staff.	
	 Sayre	 believes	 that	 the	


Loy Norrix High School Makes Plans 
to Change School Environment


Katelynn Lucas
Jack Stankewicz


Copy Editors


Anne Brown
Photo Editor


Central’s Production of “The Laramie 
Project” Sparks Hate Group’s Attention
	 In	1998,	an	openly	gay	
University	of	Wyoming	student	
was	brutally	murdered	in	the	city	of	
Laramie,	Wyoming.		Shortly	after	
the	murder,	the	theater	group,	The	
Tectonic	Theater	Project,	interviewed	
the	people	of	Laramie	and	wrote	the	
play	“The	Laramie	Project,”	covering	
the	feelings	and	responses	of	those	
interviewed.
	 Now,	ten	years	after	the	fact,	the	
Westboro	Baptist	Church	of	Kansas	
was	expected	to	protest	Kalamazoo	
Central High School’s performance 
of	the	play	because	of	its	recognition	
of	people	who	are	gay.
 Matthew Shepard, a 21-year-
old	student	at	the	University	of	
Wyoming,	was	in	a	bar	on	October	
7,	1998,	when	two	men,	Aaron	
McKinney and Russell Henderson, 
posed	as	gay	men	and	gave	him	a	ride	
in	their	truck.
	 The	two	men	drove	him	to	a	
deserted	area	of	town,	robbed	him	of	
$20,	tortured	and	pistol	whipped	him,	
tied	him	to	a	fence,	beat	him	and	left	
him	there	in	freezing	temperatures.
 A few hours later, McKinney and 
Henderson	were	caught	by	police	as	
the	result	of	a	vandalism	report.		The	
two had gotten into a fight with two 
Hispanic	men.	Henderson	tried	to	
cover	the	attack	on	Shepard	by	using	
the	same	pistol	to	hit	one	of	the	men,	
but the officer realized there was too 
much	blood	on	the	gun	to	have	only	
been	used	once.
 Shepard wasn’t discovered 
until	18	hours	after	the	attack	when	
a	cyclist	found	him.		When	he	was	
found,	he	was	in	a	coma.		He	died	
five days later in a Colorado hospital 
as	a	result	of	brain	stem	damage	that	
was	too	severe	for	operation.
	 Henderson	pleaded	guilty	to	


felony	murder	and	kidnapping,	
while McKinney was found guilty 
of felony murder.  Both McKinney 
and	Henderson	are	currently	serving	
consecutive	life	sentences	in	a	
Nevada	prison.
	 “The	Laramie	Project,”	written	
by Moises Kaufman and members of 


the	Tectonic	Theater	Project,	is	a	play	
based	on	over	200	interviews	of	the	
people	of	Laramie,	WY,	conducted	
just	a	few	weeks	after	the	incident.		
	 The	play	was	written	because	
Kaufman	felt	it	was	necessary	for	
the	theater	to	respond	to	what	had	
happened.


	 The	director	of	the	play	at	KC,	
Drama	teacher,	Christopher	Barrett,	
chose	to	direct	the	play	with	generally	
the	same	mindset	as	Kaufman.
	 “I	feel	the	need	and	cause	to	


See REFORM page 2


ANNE BROWN / KNIGHT LIFE


Principal David LaPrairie speaks to Juniors Elexis Buchanan and Alyssa Laney 
about the school reform planned for next year.


MAGGIE SIKKEMA / KNIGHT LIFE


See LARAMIE page 2


Brett Favre, 
quarterback 
for the Green 
Bay Packers, 
announced 
his retirement 
Thursday, 
March 6th, 
during a 


news conference held on his 
home turf, Lambeau Field. Favre 
became emotional, explaining that 
although he could still play the 
game, he felt he had lost the heart 
to continue his career. Meanwhile, 
Favre’s teammate and shadowing 
quarterback, Aaron Rodgers, is 
ready to step up to the plate and 
lead the Packers in the future.


 Socialist Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero won 
re-election in Spain on Sunday, 
February 9th, over Popular party 
representative, Mariano Rajoy, as a 
response to the population’s desire 
for new changes.
  In Zapatero’s previous term, he 
legalized gay marriage and passed 
a reform to grant on-demand 
divorce. Beginning his second 
term, Zapatero is challenged with 
boosting Spain’s falling economy, 
as well as dealing with the militant 
group, ETA, who killed Socialist 
politician, Isaias Carrasco, two days 
before the election.


Spanish Prime Minister 
Gains Re-Election


Favre Retires, Teammate 
Ready to Lead Team


Trace Amounts of 
Prescription Drugs 
found in Drinking Water
 According to a five 
month study conducted 
by the Associated Press 
of the 50 largest U.S. 
cities, the drinking 
water for more than 
41 million people 
in the U.S. contains 
small amounts of an 
array of pharmaceuticals. 
  It is believed that amounts 
of unused or unmetabolized 
medications are flushed down the 
toilet and even though wastewater 
is treated, most treatments do not 
remove all drug residue. 
 However, water providers claim 
that the amounts are far below the 
levels of a medical dose and are safe 
for human consumption.


Check out how Norrix students and 
staff celebrated Black History Month in 


February.


PAGE 6


Norrix’s Improv Troupe is back and better 
than ever. See how they have been 
improving and updating their routine.


PAGE 10


With the presidential election looming in 
November make sure you know what the 
candidates stand for. 


PAGE 3


Black History Month Know your Candidates


Brittney King, Jordan Nelson, and Derek Thammachanh show their support for the Kalamazoo Central students involved in 
the performance of “The Laramie Project.”  All three traveled from Muskegon, MI to be there for opening night of the play.


Little Shop of Horrors


LN’s spring musical will be shown 
on March 20th and March 21st, 


beginning at 
8 p.m.


The preshow starts at 7:30 p.m.


LN Blood Drive


Donate blood to benefit 
up to 3 people on March 


31st, beginning
at 7:30 a.m.


Spring Break


No school from April 
4th to April 11th!


Art Hop


The Kalamazoo Art Hop is 
scheduled for Friday, April 


4th starting at 5 p.m.


Have You Seen “IT” Yet?


 Candy 
sales had been 
banned at a 
Connecticut 
school in 2003 
as part of a 
school wellness 
policy.
 An eighth-
grade honor 
student was recently suspended 
from school, banned from attending 
an honors student dinner, and 
removed from his position of class 
vice president after buying a bag of 
banned Skittles from a classmate. 
 


Sale of Skittles Leads to 
Suspension








just watch me


Spend a day with us to…


Take a campus tour of Roosevelt’s •	
Chicago Campus in the heart of 
downtown


Learn more about admission, •	
scholarships and financial aid.


Check out student housing—•	
including University Center 
residence hall


Join us for lunch to meet with •	
Roosevelt students and faculty.


Join us for our 
Campus Visit Day
Saturday, March 29
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Chicago Campus - 430 S. Michigan Ave.


For more information:
1-877-APPLY RU
applyRU@roosevelt.edu
www.roosevelt.edu


find the right track


We offer career training in:
• Business Accounting
• Dental Assisting
• Massage Therapy


KALAMAZOO CAMPUS
5177 W. Main Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009


H
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• Medical Administrative Assistant
• Medical Assisting
• Pharmacy Technician








3013 Oakland Drive 


Kalamazoo, MI   49008               


Ph. 269-342-5208


Fax. 269-342-9876


Go
Knights


Hours:


Mon-Wed 11am-12am


Thur-Sat 11am-1am


Sun  12pm-10am


Dinner
Special
Nightly


11 TV


Screens


NFL Ticket


Join Us 
After
Sporting
Events


Big Ten 
Network


ESPN
Game Plan


“Best driving school around!”
          
      ~Loy Norrix Junior, A. J


“Ms.Hunter is a very encouraging driver 
trainer teacher and goes with you one 
          
	 ~Loy Norrix Junior, Skylar Hinton


SEGMENT 1 $295.00
age limit:  14 years and 8 months


SEGMENT 2 $40.00


Flexible Schedules 
for Everyone


CALL 
343-3176


www.hunterdrivertraining.com


McKAY Properties LLC
250 WahWahTaySee Way, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015


Phone: 269-965-8800  Fax: 269-965-8818


John B. McKay
Executive Vice President


vanlieu


      Interested in Art AND History?


| First time offered | Available to 11th and 12th* grade | Year-long course | 2 history credits |
*10th with special permission


thrilling 
curriculum


•


     with


Mrs. Lyons


study art  
that dates 
back to the 
dawn of 
Western 
Civilization


•


learn to 
understand
works of 
art within 
a historical 
context


•


visually
analyze 
works of art


•


Daily Green Fees:
9 Holes: $13.00
18 Holes: $24.00


Kalamazoogolf.org


open sunrise
close sunset


4200 Lovers Lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49001


Call to reserve tee times:
269-344-7639


   Golf Cart Rental:
   9 Holes:        $7.50
   18 Holes:       $24.00


Driving range:
Token(25 balls):     $3.00
Membership:          $350.00
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	 “Greater	 Expectations	 for	
Student	 Success”	 is	 the	 G.E.S.S.	
club	 Will	 Atkinson,	 established	 in	
2004,	but	 is	now	being	 recognized	
for	helping	students	who	are	ahead	
and	 doing	 well	 and	 want	 to	 stay	
ahead.	 	 The	 G.E.S.S.	 club	 is	 a	
mentoring	 program	 that	 helps	 kids	
stay	 on	 track	 and	 participate	 in	
community	service.		
	 Atkinson	 said,	 “Students	 want	
to	join	the	G.E.S.S.	club	just	because	
of	 the	simple	 fact	 that	 the	students	
want	to	be	a	part	of	something.”		
	 Atkinson	 decided	 that	 he	
wanted	 to	 establish	 the	 G.E.S.S.	
club	 to	 socialize	 with	 the	 students	
that	were	doing	the	right	 thing	and	
wanted	 that	 extra	 push	 to	 keep	
going	on	 the	 right	 track.	 	Atkinson	
and	the	G.E.S.S.	club	meet	as	often	
as	 possible	 or	 every	 other	 week,	
whatever	works	for	the	students.
	 The	 students	 that	 are	 in	 the	
G.E.S.S.	club	are	in	different	grades	
and	 have	 different	 schedules	 so	
Atkinson	 has	 one-on-one	 meetings	
if	he	can’t	get	the	students	in	at	the	
same	time.		
	 Atkinson	 said,	 “The	 G.E.S.S.	
club’s	 name	 is	 self	 explanatory	
[Greater	 Expectations	 for	 Student	
Success].	Students’	expectations	are	
low.	 	 Students	 should	 have	 higher	
expectations	 for	 themselves.	 	 For	
example	students	having	a	1.5	GPA	
to	play	sports.		Students	should	want	
to	 have	 a	 higher	 expectation	 than	
receiving	a	C	average	grade	point	to	


play	sports,”	said	Atkinson.	
	 Atkinson	wants	to	help	students	
to	do	the	right	 thing.	 	Some	people	
do	 it	 for	a	paycheck,	Atkinson	said	
he	 does	 it	 because	 he	 likes	 to	 help	
students	do	well	and	succeed.		
	 Junior	Daviair	Halley,	who	has	
been	 in	 the	 G.E.S.S.	 club	 for	 two	
years,	likes	to	volunteer	for	roof	sits	
[sitting	on	a	 roof	 to	 raise	 funds	 for	
charity]	and	other	activities	involving	
community	 service.	Atkinson	 takes	
the	students	that	are	in	the	G.E.S.S.	
club	 to	Cedar	Point	 that	have	done	
enough	hours	of	community	service	


Sihji Hicks
Staff Writer


G.E.S.S. Club Seeks to 
Increase Student Success


and	have	raised	enough	money	doing	
fundraisers.
	 Kassie	Kintspury	has	also	been	
in	 the	 G.E.S.S.	 club	 for	 2	 years.	
She	 volunteers	 for	 roof	 sits	 and	
helps	at	 the	Loy	Norrix	concession	
stand	during	basketball	games.		The	
G.E.S.S.	 club	also	does	 fundraisers	
such	as	selling	candy	to	raise	money	
to	go	to	Cedar	Point.		
	 The	 G.E.S.S.	 club	 is	 a	 good	
mentoring	 program	 at	 Loy	 Norrix	
but	 Atkinson	 said,	 “It	 was	 never	
meant	to	be	a	mentoring	program	it	
just	turned	out	that	way.”


	 Academy	 Award-nominated	
actor	Heath	Ledger	passed	away	on	
January	 22nd,	 2008.	 	 He	 was	 found	
by	authorities	in	a	Lower	Manhattan	
apartment	lying	facedown,	naked	at	
the	foot	of	his	bed.		
	 Recently	 released	 autopsy	
reports	reveal	that	Ledger	died	of	an	
acute	 overdose	 of	 six	 prescription	
drugs,	 including	 painkillers,	 anti-
anxiety	drugs	and	sleeping	pills.			
	 The	 Australian	 actor	 has	 had	
roles	 in	 “The	 Patriot”	 (2000),	
“Monster’s	Ball”	(2001),	“Brokeback	
Mountain”	 (2005),	 and	 “I’m	 Not	
There”	(2007).
	 Ledger	 will	 be	 featured	 as	 the	
Joker	 in	 the	 new	 Batman	 movie	
“The	 Dark	 Knight” that	 is	 set	 to	
be	 released	 in	 July	 2008.	 	 Ledger	
commented while filming the movie 
that	the	role	had	greatly	affected	him	
both	emotionally	and	physically.
		 “I	 couldn’t	 stop	 thinking.	 My	
body	 was	 exhausted,	 and	 my	 mind	
was	still	going,”	said	Ledger.	
	 Ledger	also	complained	that	he	
was	having	trouble	sleeping	because	
of	 this	 physical	 and	 emotional	
stress.


	 Many	 have	 speculated	 that	
the	 role	 of	 the	 Joker	 may	 have	
contributed	 to	 Ledger’s	 death.		
This	 is	 partly	 because	 of	 a	 cryptic	
comment	 from	 Jack	 Nicholson,	
who	 played	 the	 Joker	 in	 “Batman”	
(1989).			
	 When	 Nicholson	 was	 told	 that	
Ledger passed away, he first told a 
reporter,	 “That	 is	 awful,”	 and	 then	
went	on	to	say,	“I	warned	him.”
	 In	 a	 later	 interview	 Nicholson	
said	that	the	warning	he	gave	Ledger	
was	 about	 taking	 the	 sleeping	
pill	 Ambien,	 which	 had	 caused	
Nicholson	to	have	hallucinations.	
	 Ledger’s	 death	 came	 as	 a	
surprise	 to	 many	 Loy	 Norrix	
students.
	 “I	 was	 really	 surprised	 that	 it	
happened, at first I even thought his 
death	might	have	been	faked,”	said	
junior	Hannah	Labadie.	
	 “It	was	 sad	because	he	was	 so	
young.	His	death	must	have	been	an	
accident,”	said	junior	Lizzie	Welch.
	 Others	 were	 indifferent	 to	
Ledger’s	death.	
	 “It	 didn’t	 have	 a	 big	 impact	
on	me.	 	 I	haven’t	 really	seen	many	
of	 the	movies	 that	he	was	 in,”	said	
junior	Ben	Fleming.


Actor Heath Ledger Dies at Age 28
Evan McGlinn


Staff Writer


Heath


Coach Atkinson greets junior Daviair Halley before a G.E.S.S. club meeting. 
Halley has helped Atkinson recruit members for the club.


ANNE	BROWN	/	KNIGHT	LIFE


	choose	plays	that	have	meaning	and	
speak	towards	injustice.		I	want,	and	
I	think	the	students	want,	more	value	
for	why	they’re	performing,”	Barrett	
said.
	 One	injustice	the	play	addresses	
is	 the	 Westboro	 Baptist	 Church,	 a	
group	known	for	picketing	funerals	
of	 American	 soldiers	 and	 other	
events	 in	 which	 gays	 are	 tolerated,	
demonstrating	 their	 beliefs	 against	
gays	 and	 America’s	 involvement	
in	 the	 war.	 The	 WBC	 is	 based	 in	
Topeka,	Kansas	and	led	by	Reverend	
Fred	 Phelps,	 who	 has	 been	 a	 civil	
rights	attorney	for	over	30	years.
	 The	church	picketed	the	funeral	
of	 Shepard	 in	 2000,	 as	 well	 as	 the	
funeral	of	Heath	Ledger	because	of	
his	 role	as	a	gay	man	 in	 the	movie	
“Brokeback	 Mountain.”	 They	
were	 expected	 to	 send	 10	 of	 their	
members	 to	 KC	 on	 opening	 night	
of	The	“Laramie	Project,”	February	
22.
	 “My	 students	 have	 only	 really	
improved	 their	 devotion	 for	 the	
show,”	 Barrett	 said	 [of	 how	 they	
handled	the	extra	attention].
	 “They	 were	 actually	 jumping	
up	 and	 down	 when	 we	 found	 out	
we’d officially made the list of the 
church’s	 upcoming	 pickets,”	 said	
Barrett.
	 The	Upcoming	Picket	schedule	
can	be	found	on	the	WBC’s	website,	
www.GodHatesFags.com.	 	KC’s	
production	of	“The	Laramie	Project”	


was	 listed	 second	 as	 of	 February	
21.	 	Next	 to	 the	 set	 date	 and	 time	
is	 a	 description	 of	 why	 the	 church	
intends	to	picket	the	show.
	 “This	 is	 a	 perverted,	 tacky	
showing	 presented	 by	 the	 Fags	 to	
help	 generate	 sympathy	 for	 their	
abominations,”	the	website	reads.
	 	However,	The	Westboro	Baptist	
Church	 did	 not	 show	 up	 for	 the	
intended	 protest	 on	 opening	 night,	
instead,	many	groups	were	 there	 to	
show	 support	 for	 the	 students,	 as	
well	 as	 the	 patrons	 who	 attended	
the	 show.	 	Support	 was	 given	 for	
the difficulty of performing the 
controversial	play.
	 A	 group	 of	 supporters	 from	
Middleville,	 Michigan	 were	 in	
attendance,	 represented	 by	 Dwain	
C.	 Reynolds	 III,	 who	 is	 currently	
running	 for	 the	 Michigan	 State	
Board	of	Education.
	 “The	most	important	thing	is	that	
we’re	 here	 to	 support	 the	 students	
for	showing	something	that’s	out	of	
the	norm,”	Reynolds	said.
	 Katie	 Opatik-Duff,	 a	 student	
at	 Middleville	 High	 School,	
commented	on	the	WBC	itself.
	 “It’s	 really	 sad	 that	 they	 take	
Christianity	and	twist	it	to	represent	
everything	 it’s	 not,”	 Opatik-Duff	
said.
	 Reynolds	agreed	with	Duff.
	 “I	 don’t	 believe	 they	 are	 a	
church.	 	They	are	a	hate	group	and	
have	 so	 much	 hate	 for	 others	 that	
they	misinterpret	The	Bible,”		said
	Reynolds.


LARAMIE Continued from Page 1


communication	between	teachers	in	
their	respective	SLCs	has	increased	
since	KC	reformed	into	SLCs.	
	 “Teachers	 in	 each	 academy	 all	
have	 a	 common	 plan	 period	 and	
meet	 for	 at	 least	 ninety	 minutes	 a	
week	to	discuss	what’s	going	on	and	
what	changes	need	to	be	made,”	said	
Sayre.
	 However,	Sayre	also	said,	“I’m	
not	 sure	 how	 effective	 it	 [reform]	
is,”	because	the	goals	set	in	place	to	
increase	the	school’s	state	test	scores	
and	lower	the	dropout	rate	have	not	
been	met.
	 KC	 senior	 Samantha	 Schaefer	
agrees	 with	 Sayre	 that	 the	 theme	
based	SLCs	have	not	been	effective	or	
helpful	in	the	way	the	administrators	
would	have	expected.
	 “Small	 learning	 communities	
are	 a	 good	 theory,	 but	 when	 the	
theory	is	not	carried	out	and	enforced	
it’s	useless,”	said	Schaefer.


	Plans for Reforming Loy Norrix
	 Currently,	 plans	 are	 in	 motion	
for	 a	 four-year	 reform	 project	 that	
will	 have	 a	 4-1-3	 design	 (shown	
in	 diagram	 below).	 The	 program	
begins	with	the	entire	freshman	class	
placed	randomly	into	one	of	the	four	
freshman	houses	already	in	place	at	
LN.	The	following	year	students	will	
go	into	the	Success	Academy	or	one	
of	the	three	Upper	House	groups.
	 Students	 placed	 in	 the	Success	
Academy	will	only	be	there	for	their	
second	year	of	high	school	if	they	did	
not	 earn	 enough	 credits	 following	
their	freshman	year.	LaPrairie	stated	
that	 the	 amount	 of	 students	 should	
only	 be	 between	 100	 and	 125	 at	
most, with four to five classrooms 
and	 teachers,	 focusing	 on	 the	 four	
core	 subjects:	 English,	 History,	
Math	 and	 Science.	 The	 Success	
Academy	 is	 purely	 temporary	 and	
school	administrators	hope	to	see	it	
eventually	 fade	 away	 as	 academic	
achievement	is	improved	within	our	
building.
	 The	remaining	students	will	be	
placed	 randomly	 into	 three	 Upper	
House	 Teams	 consisting	 of	 10th	
through	12th	grade	students.	Not	only	
will	 these	non-themed	houses	offer	
students	the	chance	to	make	valuable	
connections	with	 their	 teachers	and	
peers,	but	 it	will	also	help	stabilize	
the	 counselors’	workload.	The	goal	
is	 to	 simply	 make	 the	 environment	
at	LN	better	 for	everyone;	 students	
and	staff	members	alike.
	 One	of	the	biggest	fears	among	
students	 is	not	being	able	 to	 take	a	
class	simply	because	you	are	not	on	
the	team	which	offers	it.	Adjustments	
will	 be	 made,	 and	 a	 process	 called	
“guesting”	 will	 be	 allowed.	 This	
means	 students	 from	 one	 house	
can	take	a	class	in	another	house	if	
needed.


	Grading Changes
	 In	 addition	 to	 other	 changes,	
Loy	Norrix	will	change	to	a	system	
of	 standards	 and	 standards-based	
grading	in	the	coming	school	years.
	 Standards-based	 grading	 will	
feature	 grading	 based	 on	 a	 number	
of	 standards	 for	 each	 class.	 In	
English,	for	example,	students	might	
be	expected	to	demonstrate	that	they	
can	 organize	 a	 persuasive	 essay.	
Students	 will	 be	 graded	 based	 on	
how	well	they	demonstrate	standard	
skills.
	 “Standards-based	grading	hopes	
to	 change	 the	 way	 that	 teachers	
assess,	shifting	from	many	different	
variables	contributing	to	a	student’s	
grade	 to	 a	 system	with	much	more	
uniformity,”	 said	 Megan	 Burnley,	
who	 is	 currently	 a	 Freshman	
Academy	English	teacher.
	 In	addition	to	changing	the	idea	
behind	 grading,	 standards-based	


grading	 also	 changes	 the	 grading	
scale.	 Two	 new	 categories	 have	
been	 added	 to	 the	 four-point	 scale:	
an	“x”	means	the	student	is	exempt,	
and	 a	 “z”	 means	 that	 no	 work	 was	
turned in. Zero signifies complete 
inadequacy,	 a	 1.5	 is	 failing,	 3	 is	
the	 equivalent	 of	 an	 “A”	 and	 4	 is	
an	 “A+”,	 meaning	 the	 student	 has	
exceeded	 the	 standard	 by	 showing	
extra	 effort.	 A	 grade	 of	 3	 on	 a	
standard	translates	into	a	4.0	on	the	
standard	four	point	grading	scale.
	 Standards-based	 grading	 will	
also	 feature	 a	 “work	 habits”	 grade.	
This	 grade	 is	 meant	 to	 identify	
students	 who	 put	 forth	 little	 or	
no	 effort,	 but	 still	 manage	 to	
pass	 standards.	 It	 will	 be	 used	 in	
scholarships	 and	 for	 scheduling,	 to	
see	 which	 students	 are	 dedicated	
enough	 for	 honors	 courses.	 The	
work	 habits	 grade	 will	 not	 appear	
on	 transcripts	 and	 will	 not	 count	
towards	 a	 student’s	 GPA.	 Colleges	
will	not	see	the	work	habits	grade.		
	 According	 to	 Burnley,	 one	 of	
the	 major	 misconceptions	 about	
standards-based	grading	is	the	notion	
that	 homework	 does	 not	 count,	 or	
only	partially	counts.	The	standards-
based	 grading	 system	 works	 on	
assessments,	whether	 they	 are	 tests	
or	 homework.	 Skipping	 homework	
can	harm	a	student’s	grade.	
	 “[In	 standards	 based	 grading]	
there	are	no	extra	credit	grade	band	
aids,”	said	Burnley.	“You	can’t	play	
with	the	numbers.”
	Standards	based	grading	has	met	a	
mixed	reception	from	freshmen.
		 Freshman	 Joe	 Turner	 does	 not	
like	standards-based	grading,	calling	
it	 confusing	 and	 unnecessarily	
complex.	 However,	 he	 	 feels	 it	
could	be	improved	by	explaining	the	
system	to	parents	and	students	more	
completely.
	 		 		 		 	On	 the	other	hand,	Freshmen	
Eriona	 Taylor	 and	 Trey	 Swift	 both	
feel	that	standards-based	grading	is	a	
useful	tool	because	it	helps	students	
know	exactly	what	areas	 they	need	
to	 work	 on	 and	 because	 the	 online	
portion	 clearly	 shows	 missing	 and	
incomplete	assignments.
		 “Before,	 you	 just	 got	 a	
percentage,	now	I	know	exactly	what	
I	need	to	work	on,”	said	Taylor.


AP Courses
	 Students	 will	 see	 an	 expanded	
menu	 of	 Advanced	 Placement	
courses	 at	 Loy	 Norrix	 this	 coming	
school	year,	as	well	as	new	incentives	
to	 get	 students	 into	 those	 courses.	
These	 incentives	 include	 the	 new	
policy	of	weighting	AP	grades,	and	
school-funded	AP	tests.
	 The	 new	 AP	 courses	 for	 the	
2008-2009	 school	 year	 are	 AP	
government	 with	 Art	 Williams,	
AP	 English	 Literature	 with	 Anne	
Bowser,	AP	English	Language	with	
Ron	 Burch,	 and	 AP	 Art	 History,	
with	 Sue	 Lyons.	 Current	 courses	
include	AP	Calculus,	AP	Chemistry,	
AP	 Biology,	 AP	 US	 History,	 AP	
European	 History,	 AP	 Studio	 Art	
Portfolio,	 AP	 Physics,	 and	 AP	
College	English.
	 These	 new	 AP	 classes	 will	
come	 with	 a	 slight	 change	 in	
grading.	 Weighting	 grades	 simply	
consists	 of	 adding	 1.0	 to	 whatever	
grade	a	student	would	have	received	
otherwise	in	a	non-AP	course.	A	4.0	
becomes	a	5.0,	and	so	on.
	 “This	 is	 intended	 to	 alleviate	
students’	 fear	 of	 having	 their	 GPA	
reduced	 if	 they	 take	 AP	 courses,”	
said	 Matt	 Porco,	 who	 teaches	 two	
AP	US	History	Courses	 and	an	AP	
European	 History	 Class.	 “It’s	 part	
of	 a	 larger	 effort	 to	 increase	 AP	
enrollment.”
	 	The	 school	 will	 also	 pay	 for	
students’	 AP	 tests,	 something	 that	
students	 used	 to	 have	 to	 do	 for	
themselves.


School Reform
REFORM Continued from Page 1


	 Derek	 Thammachanh,	 from	
Muskegon,	MI,	came	to	show	support	
for	 another	 reason.	 	Thammachanh	
is	 a	 member	 of	 the	 United	 States	
Marine	 Corps	 and	 disagrees	 with	
the	 WBC’s	 protesting	 of	 Marines’	
funerals.
	 “No	 one	 I	 know	 personally	
has	 had	 their	 funeral	 protested,	
but	 the	 Marine	 Corps	 is	 a	 family,”	
Thammachanh	explained.
	 Thammachanh	 also	 disagrees	
with	 the	 WBC’s	 opinions	 on	 gay	
rights	and	gay	marriage.
	 “I’m	 not	 gay,	 but	 more	
power	 to	 it.	 	Love	 is	 love.	 	No	
one	 should	 be	 discriminated	
against,”		Thammachanh	continued.
	 Although	 KC	 and	 director	
Barrett	have	received	judgement	and	
criticism	 for	 continuing	 to	 perform	
the	 show,	 Barrett	 thinks	 the	 show	
has	 an	 important	 purpose	 in	 our	
community.
	 “’The	 Laramie	 Project’	 really	
speaks	 to	 the	responsibilities	of	 the	
community	 as	 to	 how	we	 raise	our	
children.		The	show	is	really	here	to	
erase	 hate	 that’s	 permeated	 in	 our	
culture,”		Barrett	explained.
	 Barrett	 then	 discussed	 his	
personal	opinion	of	the	WBC.
	 “Fred	Phelps	has	 taken	on	 this	
incarnate	of	hate	with	no	sensitivity	
or	compassion	for	people.	They	are	
almost	 cartoonish	 to	 me	 because	
they	are	so	ridiculous.		It’s	all	just	a	
big	show,”	said	Barrett.


“Laramie Project” Draws Attention


Ledger portrays the Joker 
in the upcoming Batman 
movie, “The Dark Knight.”
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	 The	 first	 US	 presidential	 election	 in	 which	 high	
school	 seniors	will	 be	 eligible	 to	 vote	 is	 only	months	
away.	New,	young	voters	will	participate	in	one	of	the	
many	rites	of	passage	to	American	adulthood:	their	first	
vote.	As	with	 so	many	other	modern	 facets	of	 today’s	
American	culture,	the	young	folks,	Americans	from	18	
to	24,	will	determine	this	term’s	president.
	 Usually,	 presidential	 candidates	 have	 groups	
of	 voters	 on	 which	 they	 can	 rely;	 conservatives	 can	
generally	 count	 on	 the	 religious	 right	 and	 liberals	 on	
the	 inner-city	 voters.	 Two	 demographics,	 the	 old	 and	
the	young,	have	always	been	considered	“swing”	votes.	
Because	swing	votes	can	go	to	either	candidate,	they	are	
considered	key	votes.	
	 The	senior	citizen	voters,	with	typically	high	voter-
turnout	(about	70%	in	2004)	and	party-faith,	are	a	crucial	
vote	 for	 any	 candidate	 and	 receive	 plenty	 of	 focus.	
While	 the	young	voters	 (ages	18-24)	have	historically	
been	largely	undependable,	with	low	voter-turnout	and	
little	to	no	party-faith,	things	are	scheduled	to	change.	
	 Increased	exposure	 to	politics,	and	closer	scrutiny	
of	regular	politics	make	young	voters	a	highly	desirable	
asset	for	2008	candidates.	
	 Because	of	the	wealth	of	easy-to-obtain	information,	
offered	 from	 radio,	TV,	 and	 the	 internet,	 savvy	 voters	
can	effortlessly	stay	informed.
	 “It’s	nice	to	be	able	to	be	informed	without	being	an	
NPR	addict,	and	it	enables	young	people	to	vote	not	only	
enthusiastically,	but	with	some	actual	knowledge	behind	
it,”	said	Annie	Farner,	a	Loy	Norrix	senior.
	 Furthermore,	politics	saturates	pop-culture,	reaching	
many	young	voters	through	satirical	coverage	presented	
in	 popular	 programs	 like	 Comedy	 Central’s	 “Daily	
Show”	and	“Colbert	Report.”
	 Madden	Miller,	a	LN	senior	who	is	excited	for	her	
turn	 to	 vote	 in	 the	 upcoming	 election,	 expressed	 her	
happiness	with	such	programs.	 	
	 “CNN	and	other	news	channels	make	politics	seem	
so	evil,	sort	of,	but	the	way	[John]	Stewart	and	[Stephen]	
Colbert	 deliver	 the	 news	 and	 poke	 fun	 at	 politicians	
makes	 me	 so	 much	 more	 interested.	 I	 actually	 enjoy	
learning	 about	 the	 candidate’s	 platforms	 now,”	 said	
Miller.
	 Numerous	agencies,	“Rock	the	Vote,”	and	“Vote	or	
Die,”	 among	 them,	 also	 attempt	 to	 garner	 excitement	


Young Folks to Rock This Vote
Derek Kusa


Layout Editor


Party: Democrat
Political Position: Senate (IL) 7 years
Loves: Italian Fiesta Pizzeria (Hyde Park, Chicago, IL)
Marital Status: Married, 2 daughters
Religion: United Church of Christ
Birthplace: Hawaii
Height: 6’1.5”
Zodiac Sign: Leo
Drives: Ford Escape hybrid, Chrysler 300C
Favorite Issues: Continued civil rights reform, fair trade, job creation, 
heavier math and science curriculums for education, expand service 
opportunities nationally


Barack Obama


Party: Democrat
Political Position: Senate (NY) 7 years
Loves: Crossword puzzles
Marital Status: Married, 1 daughter
Religion: Methodist
Birthplace: Illinois
Height: 5’6”
Zodiac Sign: Scorpio
Drives: Lexus LS460H
Favorite Issues: Lower taxes for middle class, healthcare available 
for everyone, cut down greenhouse gas emissions, rise mpg 
requirements for cars to 55 by 2030, withdraw from Iraq


Hillary Clinton


Party: Republican
Political Position: Representative 4 years, senator (AZ) 23 years
Loves: Baby-back ribs
Marital Status: Married, 4 sons, 3 daughters
Religion: Episcopalian
Birthplace: Panama Canal Zone
Height: 5’7”
Zodiac Sign: Virgo
Drives: Cadillac CTS
Favorite Issues: Government reform, lower taxes, more soldiers in 
Iraq, independence from foreign oil, free trade


John McCain


Party: Republican
Political Position: Governor Arkansas (11 years)
Loves: Playing bass with his band: Capitol Offense
Marital Status: Married, 2 sons, 1 daughter
Religion: Baptist
Birthplace: Arkansas
Height: 5’ 11”
Zodiac Sign: Virgo
Drives: Chevrolet Silverado, 2007 Chevy Tahoe


Mike Huckabee


Party: Democrat
Political Position: Senate (NC) 6 years, lawyer
Loves: Cooking hamburgers
Marital Status: Married, 2 daughters, 1 son, 
1 son passed away
Religion: United Methodist
Birthplace: South Carolina
Height: 6’
Zodiac Sign: Gemini
Drives: Ford Escape Hybrid


	 “In	 some	 way	 we	 are	 all	
connected	 to	 people	 all	 over	 the	
world,”	said	Bettina	Smith,	Freshman	
Academy	English	teacher.
	 This	year,	Smith	and	the	students	
from	her	Mod	D	class	as	well	as	the	
Mod	D	students	from	Melissa	Cone’s	
class	 have	 been	 learning	 about	
Uganda	 with	 4	 Oneworld,	 a	 local	
grassroots	organization	dedicated	to	
raising	 funds	 for	 computer	 literacy	
at	St.	Kizito	school	in	Uganda.
	 Smith	 hopes	 to	 teach	 her	
students	 that	 what	 they	 do	 here	
can	affect	people	 in	other	countries	
even	 though	 they	may	be	an	ocean	
apart.	 Smith	 also	 said	 that	 she	
hopes	 that	 her	 students	 learn	 that	
“their	 volunteering	 does	 mean	
something.”
	 Smith	 decided	 she	 wanted	 to	
contact	 4	 Oneworld	 after	 seeing	 a	
movie	that	journalism	teacher	Tisha	
Pankop	made	documenting	 the	pen	
pal	correspondence	between	students	
at	 St.	Kizito	 and	 students	 from	her	
advanced	journalism	class	last	year.	
Smith	 contacted	 4	 Oneworld	 and	
they	agreed	to	come	meet	her	class.	
	 Adam	 Stubbs,	 president	 of	 4	
Oneworld,	 presented	 4	 Oneworld’s	
current	 goal	 to	 Smith’s	 class.	 This	
goal	is	to	raise	enough	money	for	a	
computer	lab	for	St.	Kizito,	a	teacher	
for	 that	 lab,	 and	 enough	money	 to	
keep	the	computer	literacy	program	
going	for	five	years.
	 Though	Smith	and	her	students	
would	 love	 to	 have	 pen	 pals	 as	
“Knight	Life”	did,	 it	 is	not	 looking	
like	they	will	have	them	this	year.
	 “We	 have	 to	 wait	 until	 he	
[Stubbs]	 authorizes	 additional	 pen	
pals,”	said	Smith.
	 Until	then,	Smith	and	her	class	
decided	 to	 help	 4	 Oneworld	 by	
fundraising.	 They	 set	 up	 a	 table	 at	
lunch	to	ask	for	“change	4	change.”	
Their	 goal	 is	 to	 reach	 $100	 and	 so	


Change 4 Change
Alison Alessi


Asst. Editor-in-Chief


Freshman Class Fundraises to Help Students in Uganda


far	 they	 have	 collected	 $27.60,	 a	
reasonable	 amount	 considering	
the	 setback	 posed	 by	 all	 the	 snow	
days.	 Smith	 said	 compared	 to	 the	
4	 Oneworld	 goal	 of	 $70,000,	 the	
class’s	contribution	is	tiny.
	 “Ours	 is	 a	 little	 drop	 in	 the	
bucket,”	said	Smith.	
	 She	also	thinks	that	even	though	
the	 contribution	 is	 on	 the	 smaller	
side,	it	can	still	make	a	difference.
	 “Every	little	bit	might	count,	so	
I	 thought	 our	 little	 bit	might	 count	
for	something,”	said	Smith.
	 Freshmen	Alexander	 Nassaney	
and	Brooke	Cady	do	not	know	how	
much	money	the	classes	will	be	able	
to	 raise.	 “It	 depends	 on	 how	much	
longer	we	go,”	said	Cady.
	 Nassaney	 believes	 that	 the	
amount	of	money	that	they	are	able	
to	 collect	 has	 decreased	 since	 the	
fundraising	project	began.
	 “People	 gave	 like	 ten	 dollars	
the	 first	 day,”	 said	 Nassaney.	 He	


goes	on	to	say	that	recenly	there	was	
a	day	where	they	only	received	one	
quarter.	“People	just	forgot	about	it,	
it	seems	like,”	said	Nassaney.
	 Smith	said	that	her	students	are	
excited	 to	 be	 doing	 something	 to	
help	 the	 students	 over	 in	 Uganda.	
Freshman	 Kassandra	 Morales,	 one	
of	 those	 students,	 said,	 “I	 wish	
we	 could	 go	 over	 there	 and	 do	
something.”
	 4	 Oneworld’s	 slogan	 is	
“Educate,	 Inspire,	 Empower.”	 This	
is	how	Smith	hopes	the	project	will	
affect	 her	 students.	 She	 also	 hopes	
that	her	students	will	retain	another	
message	from	this	project.
	 “I	hope	that	my	kids	gain	a	sense	
of	 compassion	 for	 people	 different	
from	them,”	said	Smith.
	 Cady	 has	 already	 taken	 that	
message	to	heart.
	 “It’s	 really	 made	 me	 think	 of	
other	people	and	how	to	treat	them,”	
said	Cady.


Getting To Know 
Your Candidates 


Carly Wheaton
Copy Editor


about	voting.	With	names	like	Kanye	West	and	P	Diddy	
behind	their	efforts,	the	agencies	use	celebrities	to	appeal	
to	young	fans.	Although	they	enjoy	some	success,	it	can	
be	limited.
	 “No	matter	how	much	voting	is	publicized,	teenagers	
are	going	to	vote	on	their	own	account,	no	matter	how	
many	 celebrities	 endorse	 it,”	 said	Miller,	 explaining	 a	
lack	of	effect	on	the	part	of	those	agencies.	
	 These	elements	of	easily	acquired	information	and	
youthfully	satirical	approaches	to	the	all-too	stuffy	realm	
of	politics	combine	to	infuse	young	voters	with	a	desire	
to	participate	in	politics.
	 Although	young	voters	run	the	spectrum	of	political	
views,	 from	 libertarian	 to	 federalist,	 they	 exhibit	 far	
more	cohesion	than	other	groups.	With	regards	to	major	
political	issues,	young	voters	tend	to	hold	similar	views.	
To	put	it	bluntly,	the	vote	of	the	younger	demographic	
holds	 plenty	 of	 impact.	 This	 solidarity	 makes	 young	
voters	very	desirable.
	 What	does	all	 this	mean	 for	 the	2008	presidential	
election?	 On	 average	 about	 80%	 of	 18-24	 year	 old	
voters	 plan	 to	 vote	 in	 November’s	 general	 election.	
Young	voters	will	more	than	likely	act	as	an	incredibly	
powerful	demographic,	potentially	deciding	a	number	of	
swing	areas	come	November.
	 Because	plenty	of	LN	seniors	will	be	a	part	of	that	
group,	it	is	important	to	realize	all	that	voting	requires.	
First	and	foremost,	those	who	are	of	age	must	register	to	
vote,	which	can	be	done	immediately	upon	turning	18.
	 Registration	 is	 a	 free	 process	 offered	 by	 many	
institutions.	 The	 Secretary	 of	 State,	 DMV,	 and	 all	
colleges	 and	 universities	 provide	 voter	 registration,	 as	
well	as	 the	aforementioned	pro-voting	agency,	such	as	
“Rock	the	Vote,”	which	provides	online	registration.	
	 The	 best	 way	 to	 prepare	 to	 register	 is	 to	 know	
your	social	security	and	federal	ID	number,	which	can	
be	 found	 on	 a	 driver’s	 license.	With	 this	 information,	
all	that	is	required	is	one	page	of	paperwork	that	must	
be	completed	and	validated	at	least	20	days	before	any	
election	 or	 primary.	 While	 the	 process	 is	 relatively	
simple,	 only	 about	 20%	 of	 polled	 LN	 seniors	 have	
registered,	and	less	than	half	know	how	to	do	so.
	 Next,	many	people	feel	that	voting	is	a	responsibility,	
and	must	be	treated	as	such.	“Voting	is	first	and	foremost	
a	 right,	but	as	citizens	of	our	fine	nation,	we	have	 the	
responsibility	to	exercise	our	rights,	and	therefore	have	
the	responsibility	to	vote,”	said	T.J.	Carter,	a	LN	senior.
	 That	is,	once	a	voter,	a	person	should	stay	informed	
of	 the	 pressing	 issues	 and	 candidate	 platforms.	
Uninformed	 voters	 make	 uninformed	 decisions,	 and	
those	don’t	help.	
	 Finally,	 if	 a	 voter	 is	 in	 opposition	 to	 any	 law,	
mandate,	 decree,	 or	 quality	 of	 the	 nation,	 the	 ability	
to	change	 things	 is	 squarely	 theirs.	Many	 feel	 that	 the	
apathy	of	voters,	the	general	lack	of	concern	toward	the	
state	 of	America	 too	 often	 seen,	 is	 ruining	 the	 image	
of	 our	 nation.	 Some	 attribute	 the	 disenchantment	 and	
following	apathy	of	voters	to	dishonest,	please-everyone	
politicians.	
	 “I	 wish	 they	 [politicians]	 would	 be	 honest	 for	
once,	 just	flat-out	say,	 	‘I	will	do	things	you	will	hate,	
I	 will	 do	 things	 wrong	 sometimes,	 and	 I	 can’t	 please	
everyone,	 but	 I	 will	 try	my	 hardest,	 to	my	 beliefs,	 to	
make	this	country	better,’”	said	Mattawan	senior,	Aaron	
Lawrence,	expressing	his	distaste	for	the	fake	politics	of	
fake	politicians.
	 These	reasons	–	the	influence	of	young	voters,	ease	
of	registration,	and	opportunity	 to	make	things	change	
–	should	convince	any	18	year	old	to	go	out,	register,	and	
rock	their	vote	this	November.
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Freshmen students from  Bettina Smith’s and Melissa Cone’s Mod D class 
collect change during third lunch. The collected pocket change goes toward 
relief efforts in Uganda as part of the mission of 4 OneWorld.
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Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day Traditions Around the World


LN Language Department Successful Despite Scheduling Difficulties


	 If	you	were	to	walk	into	room	
A16	at	9:30	a.m.,	you	would	
witness	a	class	of	alert	and	attentive	
students,	eager	to	learn	something	
new.	In	this	class,	a	combination	of	
Latin	IV	and	V,	yawning	is	simply	
not	allowed.		
	 The	same	scene	would	greet	
you	if	you	were	to	walk	into	the	
other	world	language	classes	
offered	at	Loy	Norrix.	In	this	
age	of	budget	cuts	and	program	
reductions,	it	is	amazing	that	LN	
still	offers	Latin	and	German	along	
with	French	and	Spanish.	In	fact,	
LN	offers	more	choices	when	it	
comes	to	foreign	language	study	
than	Portage	Central	(which	does	
not	offer	Latin)	and	Kalamazoo	
Central	(which	has	no	Latin	or	
German	programs).
	 Latin	teacher	Barbara	Felkel	
(or	Magistra,	as	she	is	called	by	her	
students)	successfully	developed	
strong	Latin	programs	at	Okemos	
High	School	and	Kalamazoo	
Central	High	School	before	helping	
to	rejuvenate	the	Latin	program	at	
LN. She has experienced first-hand 
the	growth	of	the	foreign	language	
department	at	LN.	
	 When	she	began	teaching	at	
LN	in	1980,	she	taught	only	one	
Latin	class.	This	year,	there	is	such	
a	high	demand	for	Latin	that	she	
is	able	to	offer	a	section	of	Latin	
V	along	with	the	beginning	level	
classes.	However,	she	is	amazed	
that	LN’s	language	programs	have	
become	so	successful,	given	the	
challenges	that	block	scheduling	
presents.	
	 “Block	scheduling	is	not	
friendly	to	languages,”	she	said,	


adding	that	the	long	class	periods	
can	be	overwhelming	to	beginners,	
and	the	lack	of	continuity	which	
often	accompanies	block	scheduling	
makes	learning	a	world	language	
much more difficult. 
	 Spanish	teacher	Mina	French	
agrees,	noting	that,	“With	block,	it	
[studying	a	language]	is	not	very	
fluid.”
	 Language	teachers	are	not	
the	only	ones	dealing	with	the	
difficulties presented by block 
scheduling.		After	hoping	to	spend	
high	school	studying	Spanish,	
senior	Alex	Ehrnstrom	began	
studying	Latin	and	has	developed	
a	love	for	the	Latin	language	and	
culture.  He firmly stated, “Lingua 
Latina	non	est	mortua,”	a	Latin	
phrase	meaning	“the	Latin	language	
is	not	dead.”
	 However,	because	he	spends	
half	of	the	school	day	at	the	
Kalamazoo	Area	Math	and	Science	
Center,	Ehrnstrom	has	limited	
opportunities	to	take	the	classes	
required	for	graduation	such	as	
economics	and	government	and	as	
a	result,	has	had	to	put	off	studying	
Latin.	Although	he	is	glad	that	
a	Latin	V	course	is	even	offered	
at	Norrix,	he	is	frustrated	that	he	
can	only	participate	in	half	of	the	
semester	long	class.	
	 This	situation	is	all	too	
commonplace	in	a	school	with	
block	scheduling.		Students	begin	
to	study	a	language,	only	to	have	
to	take	a	semester	or	even	an	entire	
school	year	off	to	take	required	
classes.		Counselor	Alicia	Curry	has	
witnessed	this	problem,	especially	
amongst	students	who	attend	
KAMSC.
	 “You	have	four	years	to	
take	four	credits	of	English,	but	
KAMSC students [who are off-site 
for	two	blocks]	then	have	only	one	


other	opportunity	[for	an	elective],	
so	that’s	been	the	biggest	problem,”	
said	Curry.		
	 The	Freshmen	Academy	
presents	its	own	unique	scheduling	
challenges.	Freshman	Christina	
Brown	took	Spanish	for	seven	years	
at	Lincoln	Elementary,	but	was	
unable	to	continue	the	language	in	
middle	school	due	to	scheduling	
confusions,	a	problem	that	has	
continued into her first year of high 
school.


Carly Wheaton
Kelsey Hassevoort


Copy Editor
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	 We	all	know	St.	Patrick’s	Day	
is	about	parades,	shamrocks,	and	
sporting	green,	but	there’s	a	little	
more	to	it	than	that.
	 St.	Patrick’s	Day	takes	place	on	
March	17	and	was	started	in	Ireland	
by	St.	Patrick,	an	Irish	patron	saint.		
The	Irish	holiday	is	based	on	the	
original	Christian	Saint’s	Feast	Day.		
This	feast	day	was	meant	to	gain	
the	devotion	of	the	Celtic	people	
from	their	other	religions.		That	
did	not	happen,	and	the	traditional	
Celtic	idol	diminished	in	rank,	
becoming	leprechauns	of	more	
recent	traditions.
	 Traditionally,	on	St.	Patrick’s,	
Irish	families	attend	church	in	the	
morning	and	celebrate	afterwards.	
	 “We	always	eat	corned	beef,	
cabbage,	and	soda	bread	for	
dinner	on	St.	Patrick’s	Day.		It’s	a	
tradition,”	stated	Irish	Loy	Norrix	
freshman	Lauren	McGlinn.
	 Icons	associated	with	St.	
Patrick’s	Day,	such	as	the	shamrock	
and	the	leprechaun,	have	a	hidden	
story	that	most	people	do	not	know	


about.
	 The	shamrock	has	three	
leaves.		This	resembles	Ireland’s	
most	sacred	number,	which	is	
three.		Three	is	such	an	important	
number	because	it	represents	
past,	present,	future,	or	sky,	earth,	
and	underworld.		The	shamrock	
represents	everything	good	in	
Ireland,	as	well	as	good	luck.
	 The	leprechaun	symbolizes	
an	Irish	fairy,	often	dressed	as	a	
shoemaker.		According	to	legend,	
leprechauns	have	a	hidden	pot	of	
gold.		It	is	said	that	if	someone	
catches	the	leprechaun,	he	will	have	
to	take	him	or	her	to	the	treasure.		
But,	if	they	take	their	eyes	off	the	
leprechaun,	he	will	vanish,	along	
with any hope of finding the gold.
	 Here	in	America,	we	celebrate	
St.	Patrick’s	Day	by	hosting	St.	
Patrick’s	Day	Parades,	in	major	
cities	around	the	United	States,	such	
as	New	Orleans	and	San	Francisco.
	 In	Florence,	Italy,	around	
St.	Patrick’s	Day	the	city	hosts	
Festa Irlandese.  This is a ten-day 
celebration	with	live	music,	food	
and	drinks.
	 Tokyo,	Japan	hosts	a	festive	


march	down	Omotesando	Avenue,	
lined with Irish and Japanese flags.  
An	audience	of	as	many	as	7,000	
people	cheers	this	celebration	on.
	 In	Australia,	March	is	known	
as	the	celebration	season,	therefore,	
the entire month is filled with 
different	celebrations,	and	most	
of	them	have	Irish	based	themes.		
There	is	also	a	traditional	St.	
Patrick’s	Day	mass	held	at	St.	
Mary’s	Cathedral	in	Sydney.
	 Canada	celebrates	with	the	
Toronto	St.	Patrick’s	Day	Parade.		
It	is	one	of	the	biggest	St.	Patrick’s	
Day	parades	in	North	America.		
There is an assortment of floats, 
bands,	and	even	talking	shamrocks.
	 In	Rome,	the	Irish	Club	hosts	
the	Annual	Celtic	Ball.	This	event	
benefits Alone in Dublin, a charity 
working	with	elderly	people,	and	
multiple	other	young	adult	charities	
in	Rome.	The	event	takes	place	at	
the	Sheraton	Hotel.
	 Even	though	St.	Patrick’s	Day	
was	originally	an	Irish	religious	
holiday,	it	has	been	modernized	
and	is	now	celebrated	all	over	the	
world!	
	


Jesseca Frost
Staff Writer


Did you know...


34 Million American’s have Irish descendents.


The highest number of leaves found on a clover is 14!


There are 10,000 three-leaf clovers for every         
one four-leaf clover.


The Irish flag is green, white and orange. Green           
represents people of the South, Orange represents    
the people of the North and White represents the          
peace that brings them together.


.
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In AP Government
If you are interested in learning more about 
  How and Why government affects your life, 
  please see your counselor NOW to sign-up
     for AP Government with Mr. Williams. 
   If you have any question just stop by room
     A-19 and learn more.  “VOTE IN 08”


	 “I	took	it	[Spanish]	my	whole	
childhood	and	then	missed	three	
years	of	it.	[When	that	happens]	
You’re	not	going	to	remember	it,	
you’re	gonna	have	to	start	all	over,”	
said	Brown.
	 For	Brown,	like	many	
freshmen,	it	was	the	structure	of	
the	Academy	that	allowed	her	only	
one	block	in	which	to	take	Spanish,	
an	issue	that	could	be	solved	
if	LN	moved	away	from	block	
scheduling.


	 Although	teaching	or	learning	
a	foreign	language	within	the	
confines of block scheduling can be 
exasperating,	Felkel	is	optimistic	
and	feels	that,	at	this	time,	the	
World	Language	Department	at	LN	
is	very	strong.	She	has	especially	
high	hopes	for	the	future	of	the	
department.	
	 “I	am	encouraged	to	have	as	
our	new	superintendent	a	world	
languages	teacher,”	she	said.
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Years Teaching: 3
Years at LN: 3
Fun Fact: First plane ride 
was when she was only 
10 days old.
Foreign Experience: Visited Austria after 
high school.


  Years Teaching: 4
  Years at LN: 1
  Fun Fact: Got a piggyback ride  
                                     from President Carter 
                                     because she played violin 
                                     with his daughter.
Foreign Experience: Lived in Venezuela for 17 years. 


Years Teaching: 37
Years at LN: 28
Fun Fact: She was an 
extra in a movie when 
she was 10 years old.
Foreign Experience: Takes many trips to Italy 
with her Latin Classes.


       Years Teaching: 6
       Years at LN: 6 
   (2 teaching French)
        Fun Fact: Coaches swimming.
        Foreign Experience: Took 
    classes from Sorbonne University in Paris, France.


Years Teaching: 7
Years at LN: 2 
Fun Fact: Her son is due on 
April 6th!
Foreign Experience: Studied abroad in Mexico for 
6 months. 


Magistra Felkel


Senora Holmes


Senora French


Madame Konondyk


Frau Wiedyk


At Loy Norrix:


AP classes are offered in French, Latin 
and Spanish


Students may earn up to 5 credits from  
one language. 


.


.


.Many colleges require students to have 
taken two years of a language.


~


~


Spanish teacher Melissa French goes over basic vocabulary with her first block Spanish students. French has 
been teaching at Loy Norrix for 2 years and in total has been teaching for 7 years. 


If you are interested in learning more about
How and Why government affects your life,


Please see your counsler NOW to sign-up
for AP Government with Mr. Williams.


If you have any questions just stop by room
A-19 and learn more. “VOTE IN 08”
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Sydney 
Kelpin, 
junior


Sydney Kelpin, junior
“It would be nice to have a 


larger variety of classes in a day, 
but I think we should stick with 
block scheduling because we 


don’t have as much homework.”


Calvin McIntosh, junior


“That would be the best. I don’t 
like block scheduling.”


Hannah Fleming, freshman


“I think I like having longer 
classes, but it would be nice to 


have more classes.”


How would you feel about changing from block scheduling to a 5 or 6 hour day?


Calvin 
McIntosh, 
junior


Cindy 
Van Lieu, 
Art Teacher


Hannah 
Fleming, 
freshman


Cindy Van Lieu, Art Teacher


“For the fine arts, the block is 
really good because it gives us 


more studio time. I would prefer 
to stick with block scheduling.”


The attention that the WBC 
would have generated in 


the event of a counter-
protest would have also 
detracted from the hard 


work and time put in by the 
Kalamazoo Central students 
in their production of “The 


Laramie Project.” 


-Staff  Editorial


	 The	writers’	
strike	may	be	
over,	but	is	the	end	
really beneficial 
to	us?		Without	
the	latest	hospital	
gossip	surrounding	
Meredith	and	
McDreamy’s love 
affair	on	“Grey’s	
Anatomy”	or	


witnessing more of Dwight’s crazy 
antics on “The Office,” what was a 
television	viewer	to	do	during	the	
strike?		
 I have discovered that there were 
many	opportunities	to	take	advantage	
of during the writers’ strike, which 
temporarily	suspended	some	of	our	
most	beloved	shows	for	three	months	
(and counting).  Shows will not return 
to	the	airwaves	until	the	early	spring	
which means I will have plenty of time 
to do such crazy things as finishing my 
homework	and	bonding	with	my	family,	
two activities that I started taking 
advantage of once I realized how bored 
I was without television.  
	 This	year	I	am	enrolled	in	several	
rigorous courses which translate into 
homework,	homework,	and	more	
homework.  Between work and 


extracurricular activities, I was afraid 
I would not have time to accomplish 
the	assigned	homework	in	addition	to	
watching my favorite primetime shows. 
	 My	worries	ended	in	November	
with the announcement of the writers’ 
strike.  The picketing writers meant 
that	I	would	no	longer	be	able	to	
dedicate an hour or two every night 
to my favorite shows, which at first 
angered me.  After all, what was I to 
do	with	all	of	that	extra	time	on	my	
hands?  I soon discovered what to do 
with the extra time at night, homework.  
In	this	sense,	the	writers’	strike	was	
actually beneficial as I would not have 
to	worry	about	speed-writing	answers	
for	my	assignments	the	next	morning,	
or cramming two chapters worth of 
reading in before my first class. 
	 The	writers’	strike	made	me	think	
of how much time I used to waste 
watching television and not completing 
my homework, which left me stressed 
and sleep-deprived.  I now have time 
to finish all of my assignments and I 
no	longer	have	to	worry	about	staying	
up	late	at	night	to	meet	deadlines	and	
studying,	well	past	the	time	that	I	
should.   
	 With	the	shows	we	love	temporarily	
suspended from production, we should 
all	take	advantage	of	the	extra	hours	
available in the evening and finish our 


tedious homework for our classes the 
next day.  It will help boost grades and 
improve study habits.  
	 There	are	still	a	few	more	months	
to	go	until	our	favorite	shows	return	
which means that we can all benefit 
from the writers’ strike.  And besides, 
who wants to watch shows such as “A 
Shot at Love with the Great American 
Idol	Gladiator	Who	Wants	to	Win	Ten	
Million Suitcases and a Big Loser” 
which currently fill the time slots 
formally occupied by primetime shows?
 Another benefit of not being able 
to watch our favorite shows is the fact 
that we can now spend time with our 
families.  I have found more time to 
converse with my parents about all sorts 
of topics such as politics, the weather, 
and my grueling day at school.  The 
writers’ strike made me realize how 
much I had missed talking with my 
parents,	whom	I	would	only	normally	
see for about an hour a day which 
limited the duration of our discussions.  
Since the writers’ strike has suspended 
the	airing	of	several	programs,	more	
time can be spent with family.  
	 This	time	should	be	taken	
advantage	of	by	others	as	well,	before	
television	starts	to	air	new	episodes	
of some popular shows such as 
“Desperate Housewives” and “My 
Name is Earl.”  Instead of spending 


hours	on	end	in	front	of	the	tube,	
we	should	take	the	time	to	talk	with	
our families.  Game nights, family 
dinners, and other bonding experiences 
should be planned.  Watching a show 
together as a family can be a bonding 
experience, but it limits our ability to 
communicate and participate in much 
needed conversation.  This conversation 
helps	family	members	get	to	know	
one another more closely as children 
grow	and	mature	and	seem	to	think	that	
their	parents	do	not	understand	their	
oppressive life.  
 We should embrace these few 
months	of	not	having	new	episodes	of	
the television programs we love.  The 
reality shows on TV are becoming 
monotonous	and	uneventful,	many	of	
them similar to another and completely 
unrelated	to	anything	going	on	in	our	
lives.  I don’t want to see someone 
eat cockroaches or lose one hundred 
pounds	for	the	millionth	time,	it	has	
been done and is no longer entertaining.   
	 Instead,	take	the	time	to	bond	
with	family	and	take	advantage	of	the	
extra hours each night that we all now 
seem	to	have	and	get	some	homework	
accomplished.  The writers’ strike 
is	a	blessing	and	we	should	all	take	
advantage	of	the	extra	time	in	our	lives	
and accomplish something we have not 
done in a long time.       


Writers’ Strike Beneficial for Families and Students
Kristen Wehling


Feature Editor


 As American citizens we are all 
granted the freedom of speech under the 
First Amendment. It is this right to free 
speech that allows individuals to protest 
things they disagree with. Oftentimes, 
in response to a protest, counter-protests 
will emerge. In light of the protest 
planned by the Westboro Baptist Church 
of “The Laramie Project,” (the spring 
play produced by Kalamazoo Central’s 
Drama Department) the issue of whether 
or not counter-protests are effective 
should be addressed. Simply because 
we	have	the	right	to	protest	does	not	
necessarily mean that we should.
 “The Laramie Project” is a play that 
is often considered controversial. The 
play centers around the reaction to the 
brutal murder of Matthew Shepherd, 
who	was	an	openly	gay	student	at	the	
University of Wyoming. 
 Kalamazoo Central’s production 
of “The Laramie Project” attracted the 
attention of the WBC, which is based 
in Topeka, Kansas and is considered 
a	hate	group	by	those	promoting	gay	
rights. The WBC is strictly against the 
homosexual	lifestyle	and	is	known	
for picketing at funerals of American 
soldiers	and	also	at	events	where	
homosexuality is celebrated or tolerated. 


 The WBC was scheduled to protest 
“The Laramie Project”  at Kalamazoo 
Central on opening night, Friday, 
February 22nd. However, the protestors 
never showed up. In the past the 
WBC has announced that they plan on 
protesting a certain event in an attempt 
to	stir	up	anger	and	hatred	in	that	
community and fail to show up. Perhaps 
they	feel	if	they	are	able	to	stir	up	hate	
and controversy than they have already 
accomplished their goal and do not 


actually need to protest. Although the 
protesters	never	showed	up,	their	intent	
to protest spurred many to consider 
staging a counter-protest. 
 However, such a counter-protest 
would	have	only	brought	more	attention	
to the WBC and its hateful message. 
the WBC is obviously seeking to incite 
some sort of reaction from people. By 
staging a counter-protest it would have 
amplifed	their	hateful	message	and	
nothing of real consequence would have 
been accomplished. 
 To further complicate the situation, 
the leader of the WBC, Fred Phelps, 
has been a licensed civil rights attorney 
for 30 years and recognizes that if 
the protestors’ right to free speech is 
infringed upon, they can file a lawsuit. 
In	their	protests	of	gay	rights,	members	
of the WBC have provoked people to 
react violently so they can file a lawsuit 
and receive money and further media 
attention.
 The attention that the WBC would 
have generated in the event of a counter-
protest would have also detracted from 


the	hard	work	and	time	put	in	by	the	
Kalamazoo Central students in their 
production of “The Laramie Project.” 
Protesting against the WBC would 
have taken away from “The Laramie 
Project’s” main purpose, which is to 
demonstrate how a community can 
come together and respond in a positive 
manner to a tragic event. Instead of 
focusing on the play and its message, 
most people would have been focused 
instead on the WBC’s hate speech.
 Many community groups who 
support gay rights have come together 
to form the Stop the Hate in Kalamazoo 
coalition. This coalition encourages 
the community to show their support 
of those involved with “The Laramie 
Project”  at Kalamazoo Central High 
School and their willingness to take on 
such a challenging production. 
 The Stop the Hate in Kalamazoo 
coalition recognized the negative 
outcome a counter-protest could have 
had,	and	instead	planned	a	separate	
support rally on March 8th. While a 
counter-protest would have represented 


Counter-Protests Draw Attention to the Negative
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Phelps taking the initiative and the 
community reacting, the support rally 
represented a positive action that 
was ultimately more effective than a 
counter-protest in showing support 
for	those	involved	in	the	play	and	
those	who	are	gay,	lesbian,	bisexual	or	
transgender.  
 Had the WBC showed up 
to protest Kalamazoo Central’s 
production of “The Laramie Project” 
they	would	have	been	overshadowed	
by the numerous people who came 
out in suppot of the show. The 
WBC protestors may be allowed to 
exercise their right to free speech, but 
that	doesn’t	mean	that	they	should	
be acknowledged and therefore 
encouraged to spread hate. 
	 Instead	of	demonstrating	our	
anger	at	the	Westboro	protesters	with	
counter-protests, the community has 
shown its support for Kalamazoo 
Central in the sold out performances, 
support	rallies,	and	other	positive	
outlets. 
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	 Students	at	the	high	school	
level	often	wonder	what	it	is	like	
to	play	basketball	at	the	college	
level.	Most	would	like	to	know	
if	it	is	harder	or	if	the	plays	are	
more	technical.	Former	Loy	Norrix	
student	Cetera	Washington	tells		
just	how	different	playing	on	her	
college	basketball	at	Michigan	State	
University	team	is.	
	 Washington	scored	over	1,000	
points	throughout	her	career	on	
the	LN	varsity	basketball	team.	
Washington	was	on	varsity	for	
all	four	of	her	years	at	LN.	She	
also	played	volleyball	and	ran	
track.	After	Washington’s	junior	
year	of	high	school	she	went	to	
basketball	camp	and	got	to	know	
the	teammates	that	she	would	be	
playing	with.	After	graduation,	she	
went	on	to	play	for	the	Michigan	
State	Women’s	Basketball	Team	
knowing	just	how	hard	it	would	be.
	 “Playing	here	at	State	is	a	lot	
more	intense	because	everyone	
has	to	be	in	tiptop	shape	and	
it’s	hardcore	everyday,”	said	
Washington	.
	 MSU’s	team	travels	
everywhere	for	games.	The	
teammates	often	miss	class,	so	


every	team	member	has	a	private	
tutor	that	they	are	required	to	see	
two	to	three	times	per	week.	The	
tutoring	sessions	typically	take	
place	beginning	at	eight	o’clock	in	
the	morning	or	seven	at	night.	They	
have	the	private	tutors	because	the	
team	has	to	travel	so	much	in	order	
to	complete	their	full	season.
	 Washington	finds	it	really	hard	
to	find	out	what	she	misses	in	class	
because	she	has	to	find	someone	
she	knows	from	the	class,	but	the	
private	tutoring	system	helps	her	to	
find	out	the	things	she	has	missed.
	 “This	week,	I	have	already	
missed	two	of	my	classes,	and	
during	Thanksgiving	break	we	[the	
team]	went	to	Cancun	for	a	fun	
weekend	getaway,”	Washington	
said.
	 The	team	is	really	excited	now	
that	they	have	gotten	the	first	win	
over	Penn	State	in		MSU’s	women’s	
basketball	history.	State	is	currently	
19-13	overall	and	fell	55-41	against	
Illinois	in	the	Big	Ten	Tournament	
Semifinals	on	March	8.
	 Andrew	Laboe,	the	athletic	
director	at	LN,	started	working	
at	LN	when		Washington	was	
a	sophomore.	He	did	not	know	
Washington	before	he	came	to	LN	
but	he	had	heard	about	her.	Laboe	
is	confident	that	Washington	will	


accomplish	anything	that	she	sets	
out	to	do.
	 “I’m	sure	she	will	do	just	fine	
because	she’s	a	bright	person	and	
she	will	accomplish	whatever	she	
sets	out	to	do,”	said	Laboe.
	 Laboe	watched	the	team	
when	Washington	was	a	freshman.	
Washington	stood	out	to	him	
because	of	her	athletic	ability	and	
her	personality.
	 Junior	Talisha	Bridges	is	
one	of	Washington	’s	former	
teammates.	Bridges	has	played	with	
Washington	since	her	freshmen	
year.	Bridges	still	keeps	in	contact	
with	Washington	through	text	
messages	and	attends	some	of	
Washington	’s	games	at	MSU.	
When	Bridges	goes	to	the	games	
she	makes	sure	to	stick	around	to	
talk	to	Washington	.
	 “Cetera	is	a	cool	person	to	
kick	it	with	and	a	fun	person	to	be	
around,”	said	Bridges
	 Many	of	the	little	girls	that	
attend	Washington’s	games	view	
her	as	a	role	model	and	look	up	to	
her.
	 “One	of	the	biggest	differences	
between	playing	at	LN	and	playing	
at	State	is	the	fact	that	all	the	little	
girls	really	do	look	up	to	you,	they	
know	more	about	me	than	I	do,”	
Washington	said.


College Ball with 
Cetera Washingon


	 It	was	in	
April	of	1994	
that	everything	
was	turned	
upside	down	
for	the	young	
21	year	old,	
Brian	Culver.	
As	he	was	
driving	around	


a	corner,	Culver	
crashed	his	vehicle	into	a	semi	truck	
that	was	parked	along	the	side	of	
the	road.	Culver	severely	damaged	
the	third	and	fourth	vertebrates	of	
his	spinal	cord,	leaving	him	without	
any	control	of	his	four	limbs.
	 Culver	woke	up	in	the	hospital	
about	two	weeks	later	in	a	state	
with	no	recollection	of	the	accident.
	 “When	I	woke	up,	I	couldn’t	
feel	anything	in	my	entire	
body,”	said	the	now	35	year	old	
quadriplegic.	“When	I	talked,	no	
words	came	out.”
	 Culver’s	physician	bluntly	
told	him	that	he	was	on	a	breathing	
machine,	and	probably	wouldn’t	
make	it	out	of	the	hospital	alive.	
Culver	suffered	the	same	injury	
as	former	movie	star,	Christopher	
Reeves,	and	his	doctor	told	him	that	
he	would	never	be	able	to	move	
anything	below	his	head	again.		
	 But	now,	Culver	has	proved	
them	all	wrong.	Years	of	biotherapy	
and	determination	have	given	him	
control	over	his	shoulders	and	the	
muscles	in	his	back	and	stomach.		
	 Culver	grew	up	in	Kalamazoo	
and	attended	Comstock	public	
schools.	He	had	always	been	
active	in	sports,	playing	baseball	
and	football.	He	went	to	several	
colleges	in	Michigan,	including	
Western	Michigan	University,	
Kalamazoo	Valley	Community	
College,	South	Western	and	
Michigan	State	University,	
constantly	working	to	become	an	
outstanding	athlete.
	 “I	was	taught	my	whole	life	
that	you	never	quit,	you	fight	
through	it	and	finish	the	game,”	said	
Culver.
	 That	is	what	he	is	doing	now,	
fighting.	Everyday	Culver	makes	
the	choice	to	win	at	life.
	 “It’s	easy	to	die,”	Culver	said.	
“All	you	have	to	do	is	sit	there.”
	 Culver	spent	two	months	
at	Borgess	Hospital	learning	to	
breathe	on	his	own	and	preparing	
him	for	therapy.
	 “If	I	could	do	one	thing	they	
told	me	I	couldn’t	do,	why	couldn’t	
I	do	everything?”	said	Culver.
	 		He	wanted	to	go	to	a	rehab	
center	in	Colorado	that	specializes	


Nearly Fatal Car Crash Leaves Brian 
Culver Paralyzed from the Neck Down


								One	time	I	went	to	McDonalds	
and	I	put	in	my	order.	The	lady	told	
me	it	came	out	to	10	dollars.	All	
my	boy	Trace-Dogg	had	was	a	100	
dollar	bill	on	him,	so	he	gave	me	
the	bill.	After	he	gave	me	the	bill,	
we	gave	it	to	the	cashier.	
	 As	soon	as	we	gave	it	to	her,	
she	looked	at	the	bill	like	it	was	
fake.	She	was	flashing	it	in	the	
lights,	staring	it	down	like	it	was	
fake.	She	actually	thought	it	was	
counterfeit	money.	She	really	sat	
there	and	put	the	bill	under	the	
lights	for	like	3	minutes.	
	 While	she	was	sitting	there	
thinking	the	bill	was	fake,	me	
and	Trace-Dogg	were	just	sitting	
there	with	our	jaws	on	the	ground,	
tongues	hangin’	out,	wonderin’	if	
she	was	really	just	gonna	look	at	
our	money	like	it’s	fake.	So	I	got	
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Taking Steps 
Without Walking


in	spinal	injuries.	Doctors	told	
him	it	would	never	work,	and	his	
insurance	company	told	him	that	
they	would	not	pay	for	it.	But	that	
did	not	stop	him,	instead	it	turned	
into	a	challenge	and	Culver	wanted	
to	win	more	than	ever.
	 “People	are	going	to	tell	you	
your	whole	life	what	you	can	and	
cannot	do,”	said	Culver.
	 In	biotherapy,	Culver	learned	
to	send	signals	from	his	brain	to	his	
muscles.	It	took	around	five	years	
for	him	to	squeeze	his	muscles	by	
himself.	Culver	works	out	in	the	
water	2-3	times	a	week,	gets	lots	
of	exercise	and	has	to	eat	very	
healthy	foods.	Now	he	can	even	do	
sit-ups.	The	results	have	been	very	
successful.	
	 “I	can	now	feel	the	wind	
blowing	on	my	arms.	That’s	a	great	
feeling,”	said	Culver.
	 Throughout	his	journey,	Culver	
has	received	a	lot	of	support	from	
his	family	and	has	developed	
a	strong	faith	in	God.	Being	
paralyzed	has	not	ruined	his	life,	as	
one	might	be	quick	to	assume.	
	 Today	Culver	is	a	marketing	
consultant	and	works	with	about	
five	different	companies.	He	has	
eight	personal	aides	that	help	
him	with	everyday	tasks	and	he	
is	constantly	getting	new	helpers.	
Most	people	believe	that	it	is	a	
miracle	that	a	man	who	can	barely	
move	can	live	such	a	normal	life.
	 Now	when	Culver	visits	his	
doctors,	they	are	shocked	by	how	
much	he	improves	each	year.	The	
normal	life	expectancy	of	someone	
with	his	injury	is	only	3-5	years,	so	
Culver	is	truly	beating	the	odds.
	 “If	anyone	in	the	world	has	
a	reason	to	quit,	it	could	be	me,”	
Culver	said.	“But	when	you	feel	
like	it’s	the	end	of	the	game,	you	
have	to	push	through	it.”
	 Even	though	Culver	cannot	
do	the	things	that	we	often	take	
for	granted	(such	as	walking),	
he	is	the	perfect	example	of	a	
successful	person.	He	sets	goals,	
and	accomplishes	them.
	 “Winning	in	life	is	about	
accomplishing	what	you	are	doing	
to	the	best	of	your	ability	and	taking	
pride	in	what	you’re	doing,”	said	
Culver.
	 Culver	now	spends	a	lot	of	
time	doing	something	that	leaves	
people	blown	away:	standing.	
With	the	help	of	one	of	his	aides,	
Culver’s	wheelchair	can	actually	
stand	up.	It	took	great	strength	and	
perseverance	for	Culver	to	do	this.	
By	accomplishing	this,	he	gives	
clues	as	to	what	his	future	goals	are.
	 Culver	said,	“How	can	you	
walk	if	you	can’t	even	stand?”	
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Students gather around to hear another fascinating story from Sihji Hicks. 
They look forward to this time all week.
mad,	and	started	snappin’.	
								“Are	you	really	gonna	sit	here	
and	look	at	my	bill	like	it’s	fake,	


when	we	just	almost	
ordered	the	whole	
menu?”	I	said.	After	I	
got	through	snappin	on	


	 What	would	you	say	if	
someone	told	you	that	you	have	
the	ability	to	save	up	to	three	lives	
in	approximately	ten	minutes?	You	
would	probably	assume	that	doing	
so	would	require	drastic	action	or	
that	it	would	be	very	difficult	to	do.	
However,	for	any	healthy	person	
over	seventeen	years	old,	saving	
lives	by	donating	blood	is	a	very	
simple	and	quick	process.	
	 The	Loy	Norrix	National	
Honor	Society	will	be	hosting	a	
blood	drive	at	the	school	on	March	
31st.	Last	year	at	the	blood	drive	
the	goal	was	to	have	81	pints	of	
blood	donated,	but	only	65	usable	
pints	were	donated.	
	 Once	again,	the	goal	this	year	
is	to	collect	81	pints	of	blood.	
In	order	to	do	so,	more	eligible	
students,	parents	and	teachers	


Got Ten Minutes? 
Save Some Lives
Norrix National Honor Society Seeks to Increase 
Blood Donation at March Blood Drive


must	decide	to	donate	blood	and	
potentially	save	up	to	three	people’s	
lives.	
	 There	are	some	eligibility	
requirements	for	donating	blood.	
You	must	be	at	least	seventeen	
years	old,	weigh	at	least	110	
pounds,	and	be	in	good	health.	
	 	Although	donating	blood	may	
seem	like	a	daunting	experience,	
it	is	very	quick	and	relatively	
painless.	For	donating	blood	you	
can	get	out	of	class,	eat	lots	of	free	
food,	watch	movies,	and	save	lives!		
	 	NHS	advisor	Matt	Porco	
stresses	how	easy	it	is	for	
most	people	to	give	blood	and	
emphasizes	the	need	for	more	
people	to	donate	to	the	blood	drive	
at	LN	this	year.
	 	“It	saves	lives,	it’s	not	that	
hard,	and	the	vast	majority	of	
people	can	do	it	quite	easily,”	Porco	
said	about	donating	blood.	


Emily Rooney
Editor-In-Chief


 March 31st, 7:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. in the back gym.
   Students: Attend the blood drive assembly on March 19th during  
 2nd block to sign up to donate blood. 
   Teachers can simply come down to the back gym during their plan  
 period, or they can sign up prior to the blood drive at conferences. 
   Parents can sign up at conferences on March 6th . 
   You must be at least 17 years old, weigh more than 110 pounds,   
   and be in good general health to donate blood.


National Honor Society Blood Drive Info


Sihji Hicks shares a special moment with his 
favorite listener. Despite Hicks’ busy schedule, he 
always finds time for stories.
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her,	she	apologized.
									“I	really	didn’t	
mean	anything	by	it,”	
she	said.	
								And	I’m	like,	
“How	did	you	not	
mean	anything	by	it?	
You	looking	at	the	
hundred	dollar	bill	like	
you’re	ready	to	see	
Franklin’s	face	move.”
									She	just	sat	there	
and	said,	“No,	no,	no,	
I	didn’t	mean	anything	
by	it.”	
								“How	didn’t	you	
mean	anything	by	it?	
You	were	sitting	there	
staring	at	it	for	the	
longest	time.	Do	you	
honestly	know	how	
long	you	were	staring	
at	it?	I	could	have	
gone	and	played	a	
game	of	21	with	seven	
people	and	came	back	
and	you	would	still	be	


lookin’	at	the	hundred	dollar	bill,”	I	
snapped	at	her.
								After	that,	I	told	her,	“I	want	to	
speak	to	your	manager.”	
								That’s	when	I	think	she	got	
mad	at	me,	and	I	think	she	spit	in	
my	burger.		They	told	me	that	it	was	
going	to	be	half	off.		
	 I	told	her,	“No,	I	don’t	want	it.	
I’m	gonna	go	to	Burger	King	and	
speak	to	the	King	himself.”	
								And	she	was	like,	“Nooo,	
Ronald	McDonald	is	here,	you	can	
talk	to	him.”
										I	said,	“No,	the	only	way	I	
am	staying	is	if	you	give	me	a	large	
fry	and	an	extra	milkshake.”
									She	said,	“Sir,	you	don’t	need	
to	use	that	tone	of	voice	or	that	type	
of	language	with	me.”
								That’s	when	I	said,	“I	will	
order	my	meal	if	you	give	me	60%	
off	and	throw	in	some	extra	fries	
and	a	milkshake.”
									She	was	like,	“No	sir,	I	can’t	
do	that.”	
								I	was	like,	“Then	just	give	me	
my	money	back,	and	I’m	gonna	go	
laugh	and	have	a	good	time	with	the	
Burger	King.”		
	 So	the	cashier	gave	me	a	
couple	extra	fries	and	a	couple	extra	
burgers	for	free,	and	we	left.		


Correction from issue 3: Article that was published under Drillock’s name was not hers


Cetera Washington poses with her teammate Kalisha 
Keane, a freshman forward from Ontario. Keane is one of 
Washington’s many new friends from the team.


Cetera poses with her teammates on MSU’s varsity 
basketball team. The girls spend time together on and off 
the court.
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	 “Super	Mario	Galaxy”	is	one	
of	the	Nintendo	Wii’s	most	highly	
anticipated	games,	and	it	recently	
hit	shelves	for	Wii	owners	to	savor.					
Since	1985,	Nintendo	has	taken	
gamers	on	all	sorts	of	adventures	
with	Mario,	producing	some	of	the	
best-selling	video	games	of	all	time.	
The	developer	of	the	Mario	games,	
Nintendo,	has	always	been	known	
for	innovation	and	has	rarely	failed	
to	please	when	it	comes	to	their	
Mario	franchise.
	 Nintendo	has	flung	Mario	
into	outer	space	in	“Super	Mario	
Galaxy,”	creating	wild	new	
gameplay	innovations.	No,	Mario	
doesn’t	wear	a	space	suit,	but	you	
won’t	be	thinking	about	that,	as	
you’ll	be	too	entertained	jumping,	
spinning,	and	swinging	to	your	next	
goals.
	 	Similar	to	“Super	Mario	
64”	(1996),	Mario	must	collect	
power	stars	to	clear	each	level	
and	eventually	face	off	with	his	
nemesis,	Bowser,	at	the	center	of	
the	universe.	Each	galaxy	has	its	
own	unique	feel	and	theme.	There	
are	battle-station	galaxies,	a	bee	
kingdom	galaxy,	a	snowy	mountian	
galaxy,	and	many	more.		 	
	 Most	planets	are	quite	small	
and	have	their	own	gravitational	
pull,	making	jumping	from	planet-
to-planet	simple.	A	planet	will	often	
be	too	far	away	to	jump	to,	so	the	
game	throws	a	small	puzzle	at	you.	
Collecting	star	fragments	scattered	


Mario Soars To The Stars


on	the	small	planet	can	generate	a	
sort	of	star-slingshot	to	propel	you	
to	the	next	planet.		Of	course,	this	is	
only	one	example	of	the	assortment	
of	puzzles.	
	 Mario	follows	his	classic	
platforming	gameplay,	rich	in	
jumping	and	other	acrobatic	
maneuvers,	while	adding	some	
new	moves	to	the	mix.	The	most	
significant	new	move	is	the	spin.	
To	perform	this	move	you	quickly	
shake	the	Wii-remote	side-to-side.	
The	spin	move	can	be	used	to	
destroy	or	stun	enemies,	activate	
switches,	or	swing	up	vines.	
Spinning	may	feel	awkward	at	
first,	but	it	soon	feels	as	natural	as	
jumping.	
	 There	are	also	new	(and	old)	
power-ups.	The	classic	fire	flowers	


are	included,	allowing	you	to	hurl	
fireballs,	and	frost	flowers	appear	
too,	allowing	you	walk	on	water.	
The	star	power-up	makes	a	return	as	
well.
	 	In	older	Mario	games,	Mario	
could	change	form,	transforming	
into	racoon-Mario	and	frog-Mario.	
These	aren’t	included,	but	others	
are.	One	form,	bee-Mario,	enables	
you	to	fly	for	short	periods	of	time,	
and	climb	sticky	honeycomb	walls.		
	 The	mysterious	boo-Mario	
can	be	found	as	well.	Boss	battles	
play	a	bigger	role	in	this	game	than	
any	other	Mario	game	(except	for	
possibly	Super	Mario	World,	from	
the	SNES	days).	The	bosses	are	
well	designed	and	challenging.	One	
boss	is	a	three	legged	robot,	which	
is	sizeably	larger	than	the	planet	it	


Evan Wenger
Comics Editor


stands	upon.	For	the	first	time	in	
a	Mario	game,	the	boss	battles	are	
intimidating	fights	for	survival,	
rather	than	mere	combat-based	
puzzles.	The	tactics	required	
to	defeat	these	beasts	are	both	
challanging	and	creative.
	 As	many	good	aspects	as	
there	are	about	this	game,	it	isn’t		
quite	perfect.	Recent	Mario	titles	
have	had	very	respectable	camera	
mechanics.	Unfortunately,	the	
same	can’t	be	said	for	“Super	
Mario	Galaxy.”		Due	to	the	wacky	
design	of	the	gameplay,	the	
camera	isn’t	as	easily	manipulated	
as	earlier	Mario	titles.	You’ll	
often	find	yourself	upside-down	
or	behind	a	ledge,	unable	to	see	
your	surroundings	properly.	This	
is	only	a	minor	problem,	though.
	 	Some	older	Mario	fans	
may	feel	cheated	with	the	linear	
presentation	of	the	game’s	story.	
Much	of	the	story	is	presented	
through	one	of	the	main	
charecters,	Rosalina,	reading	
from	a	storybook.	Some	gamers	
deliberately	skip	this	optional	
feature,	because	it	is	hard	to	take	
seriously.		It	feels	like	a	mother	
reading	a	story	to	her	4	year-old.
	 Despite	these	flaws,	this	
game	is	incredibly	entertaining.	
It’s	easy	to	pick	up	and	hard	to	
put	down.	The	classic	platforming	
gameplay	is	irresistable	to	gamers	
of	all	ages.	It	is	a	crime	to	own	
a	Nintendo	Wii	and	not	own	this	
gem	of	a	game.	I	give	this	game	a	
rating	of	9	out	of	10.	Nintendo	has	
done	it	again!


Music:
Music:  “It’s Time for a 
Love Revolution” by 
Lenny Kravitz
 At 43, Lenny Kravitz is not 
slowing down his production 
of music. “It’s Time for a 
Love Revolution” is proof of 
that. With his soulful vocals, 
powerful guitar solos, and 
socially aware lyricism, Kravitz 
has proven, once again, that 
he is a force to 
be reckoned 
with. 
In today’s 
pop-infused 
world, a 
rocker with 
a purpose is 
refreshing.  
 Kravitz’s 
newest 
album is an all-in-one package 
containing soulful love ballads, 
both to lovers and to his absent 
father, funky dance anthems, 
as well as politically-charged 
rock songs. 
 Whether you’re a classic 
rock fan, a fan of pop, R&B, 
modern rock, or music in 
general, Lenny Kravitz’s 
newest CD is for you. Songs 
to Download: “Will You Marry 
Me,” “Love Love Love,” “Love 
Revolution,” and “Back in 
Vietnam”.


BOOK:
“When We Were 
Young” by Jordan 
Stewart
 On the back cover of his 
sophomore book, Jordan 
Stewart proclaims “This book 
is about love, also it is about 
fighting robots.”  No statement 
could more perfectly describe 
this eclectic collection. Stewart 
delivers an anthology of 
diverse poetry, free of any 
discernable style. Some poems 
tell the traumas of his love life, 
some of his many daydreams, 
and all appeal to 
the reader tired 
of boring, cliché 
poetry.
 Stewart 
tells each of his 
poetic tales with 
disregard to 
English writing 
style. He throws 
punctuation, 
grammar and 
spelling rules out the window. 
This style is distracting at first, 
but in the end it lends to a 
much more honest feel for the 
reader. 
 The collection is comprised 
of four “books,” each 
introduced with a quotation 
from a famous wordsmith; 
Walt Whitman, Christopher 
Brian Bridges (Ludacris), J.D. 
Salinger, and E.E. Cummings, 
respectively. 
 The poem “Pirate Fights” 
will make you laugh, “A poem 
about cancer” will make you 
cry, and every single poem will 
make you want more. Luckily, 
Stewart updates his blog 
regularly with new poetry at 
www.tiredeyes.net. 


QUICK 
PICKS
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	 The	Academy	Awards	
celebrated	its	80th	anniversary	this	
year	and	the	host	of	the	event	was	
Jon	Stewart	of	the	Daily	Show.		
Stewart	had	a	great	stage	presence	
throughout	the	night	and	had	the	
audience	and	viewers	laughing	
nonstop.		
	 Stewart	kicked	off	the	show	
with	a	quick	tangent	about	the	
presidential	election	that	was	filled	
with	hilarious	comments	directed	
towards	both	parties	but	obviously	
favored	the	democratic	party.		
Stewart	related	the	Oscars	to	the	
presidential	election	in	a	funny	way	
when	he	announced,	“Oscar	is	80	
this	year,	which	makes	him	now	
automatically	the	front	runner	for	
the	Republican	nomination.”		This	
laugh	targeted	at	John	McCain’s	
age	started	off	the	program	with	
many	laughs	and	set	the	tone	for	the	
rest	of	the	night.
	 Stewart	introduced	different	
parts	of	the	program	and	announced	
the	actors	or	actresses	that	would	
announce	the	next	winners.		He	
always	had	a	witty	comment	
following	a	winner	receiving	their	
award	that	led	into	the	new	sections	
of	awards	with	something	amusing,	
such	as	playing	Nintendo	Wii	
Tennis	on	the	two	big	screens	on	
stage	with	a	little	girl.


	 Stewart	joins	a	club	of	
television	icons	who	have	hosted	
the	Oscars	with	the	likes	of	Bob	
Hope	and	Whoopi	Goldberg.		He	
left	a	mark	similar	to	the	one	
Chris	Rock	left	after	hosting	The	
Grammy’s;	nonstop	laughter.		
	 The	Academy	Awards	is	a	
television	event	that	many	tune	in	
to	watch	every	year	and	is	often	
very	entertaining,	though	some	
awards	are	more	interesting	than	
others.			
	 From	the	most	anticipated	
awards	such	as	best	actor	and	best	
picture,	to	those	that	aren’t	so	
interesting	such	as	sound	mixing,	
Stewart	provided	a	steady	flow	of	
comedy	throughout	the	night	that	
kept	the	audience	hanging	on	his	
every	word.


Jon Stewart Steals the Show


Another  Asian Remake  Bites! 
	 Directors	David	Moreau	
and	Xavier	Palud	have	recently	
recreated	“The	Eye,”	originating	
from	a	2002	Asian	screenplay.	
Palud	and	Moreau	bring	this	movie	
back	for	2008	moviegoers.	This	
fact	alone	should	reveal	that	this	
flick	might	not	be	the	best	to	spend	
money	on,	or	perhaps	to	spend	your	
Saturday	night	watching.	
			“The	Eye”	focuses	on	Sidney	
Wells,	played	by	Hollywood	
hottie	Jessica	Alba.	A	blind,	well-
established,	concert	violinist	from	
Los	Angeles,	Wells	undergoes	a	
double	cornea	eye	transplant	and	
suddenly	discovers	that	she	can	
see	dead	people.	The	walls	of	her	
apartment	change	before	her	eyes,	
she	is	visited	by	disturbed	ghosts	
in	restaurants	and	sees	a	face	in	the	
mirror	that	is	not	her	own.	
	 Alba	is	ever	so	convincing	in	
her	role	of	a	panicked,	confused,	
and	scared	character.	However,	


 First released 
in 1964, this 
Disney classic is 
still entertaining 
today’s youth. The 
enchanting story of 
a nanny who blows 
in  with the wind is 
no less captivating 44 years later.  
The song and dance numbers are 
enough to  get anyone to sing 
along, whether  you are a child or 
an adult. 
 In the sixties, this movie was 
revolutionary  incorporating 
of live action and animated 
characters. Now, this type of 
film is quite common, and 
the technology has increased 
dramatically.
 This movie contained several 
phrases that are now cliches. “A 
spoonful of sugar  and helps the 
medicine go down,” stems from 
this gem of a movie. 


Jacquese Steele
Staff Writer


“The Eye”
Alba	seems	to	
lack	emotional	depth	in	the	more	
dramatic	scenes,	taking	away	from	
the	scene	itself	and	the	effectiveness	
it	could	have	potentially	carried.	
			In	its	first	hour	“The	Eye”	gets	
off	to	a	deceiving	start,	tricking	
its	viewers	into	believing	that	it’ll	
lead	up	to	a	great	climax	by	reeling	
them	in	with	a	compelling	storyline	
and	a	slew	of	“jumping	boo”	
moments.	With	the	help	of	ghoulish	
Voldemort	look	alike	undertakers,	
these	“jumping	boo”	moments	are	
clever	enough	to	make	even	the	
toughest	guy	jerk	in	his	seat.	These	
moments	however	were	not	enough	
to	make	you	say,	“Wow	this	is	a	
good	movie.”	
			When	Sidney	Wells	(Alba)	
reaches	Mexico	City	to	try	to	
uncover	why	she	is	having	these	
visions	of	death,	viewers	are	thrown	
in	another	direction	and	get	left	in	
the	dark.	Following	this	confusing	
and	disappointing	climax	is	the	
conclusion,	where	we	find	that	
Sidney’s	true	purpose	for	seeing	


dead	people	is	to	warn	her	of	what’s	
to	come.	Her	purpose	is	to	save	
those	in	danger.	Okay,	viewers	can	
buy	that,	but	this	is	irrelevant	to	the	
rest	of	the	story.


		 The	movie	closes	predictably	
with	Sidney’s	blindness	returning	
and	her	realization	that	she	does	not	
need	her	sight	to	fully	experience	
the	world.	The	only	thing	that	is	
pleasing	about	“The	Eye”	may	be	
that	Jessica	Alba’s	good	looks	are	
pleasing	to	the	eye.	
	 Would	I	suggest	going	to	see	
this	movie	in	theaters?	No!	Save	
your	money,	wait	until	it	comes	
out	on	video,	and	rent	it,	if	you	so	
desire.	
	


  The walls of her 
apartment change 


before her eyes. 


MOVIE:
“Mary Poppins” by Walt 
Disney


Animated Feature Film
“Ratatouille”


	
Costume Design


“Elizabeth: The Golden Age”


	
Actress in Leading Role


Marion Cotillard
“La-Vie En Rose”


	
Best Picture


“No Country for Old Men”


	
Writing


(Original Screenplay)
“Juno”


	
Film Editing


“The Bourne Ultimatum”


	
Forein Language


“The Counterfeiters”


AND THE WINNER IS:


PHOTO	COURTESY	OF	MSNBC.COM
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SABRINA DEROO / GUEST ARTIST


JASON KOOLE / KNIGHT LIFE


EVAN WENGER / KNIGHT LIFE


CODY BALDWIN / GUEST ARTIST


EVAN WENGER / KNIGHT LIFE


Don’t like the 
comics this 


issue?


Submit your own!
It’s not as hard as 


you think.


Submit comics to 
“Knight Life” and be 


a published artist


For details see Andrew Chapman or 
Evan Wenger or drop your comic off 


to room B-10.








4 March 2008 Feature


“Any student can benefit. 
We learn about layout 


and design, and it helps 
students learn about their 
rights and responsibilities 
as writers. There is a wider 


array of diverse opinions and 
experiences that reporters 


bring to the table.”


-Tisha Pankop


	 Senior	Stuart	Gagie	may	seem	
like	your	average	high	school	
student.	He’s	the	captain	of	the	
swim	team,	leads	an	active	social	
life,	gets	decent	grades,	and	plans	to	
attend	a	college	that	is	held	in	pretty	
high	esteem.	This	all	changes	when	
you	hear	about	his	car.	His	2007,	
Nighthawk	Black	Pearl	Civic	Si	is	
quite	possibly	the	fastest	car	in	the	
Loy	Norrix	parking	lot.	
	 He	got	this	“G-Wagon”	brand	
new	in	January	of	2007	and	actually	
started	driving	it	regularly	over	
the	summer.	The	car	is	a	6-speed	
manual	transmission	and	redlines	
at	a	remarkable	8000	rpm.	For	
those	of	you	not	“in	the	know,”	
this	means	that	the	engine	can	have	
8000	rotations	per	minute	before	
it	reaches	a	dangerous	level.	Most	
cars	redline	at	6000	or	7000	rpm.	
	 Gagie	had	never	driven	a	
manual	transmission	before	having	
this	car,	and	had	to	teach	himself	on	


	 For	the	past	48	years,	“Knight	
Life,”	Loy	Norrix’s	student-
run	newspaper,	has	specialized	
in	providing	facts	to	students	
concerning	school	matters,	in	
addition	to	happenings	in	the	
community.	When	“Knight	Life”	
advisor	and	literature	teacher	
Tisha	Pankop	arrived	at	LN	
about	fourteen	years	ago,	she	
found	herself	teaching	advanced	
journalism.	Advanced	journalism	
is	the	class	that	produces	“Knight	
Life,”	the	student	produced	
newspaper.
	 “It	just	got	added	to	my	
schedule,”	said	Pankop,	who	admits	
that	it	was,	“a	little	overwhelming.”	
	 After	taking	additional	
classes	in	the	area	of	journalism	at	
Michigan	State	University,	Pankop	
found	her	niche	as	the	advisor.	
	 “It’s	the	student’s	passion	that	
is	so	engaging	to	me,”	said	Pankop.
	 This	semester	“Knight	Life”	
welcomed	many	new	students	to	
its	staff,	under	the	direction	of	
Editor-	in	-Chief,	Emily	Rooney,	
a	senior	who	has	been	involved	
with	the	paper	since	her	sophomore	
year.	This	number	is	divided	into	a	
first and a fourth block class, each 
working	on	a	separate	issue.
	 “I	think	it’s	awesome	the	
program	is	expanding.	The	more	
people	you	have,	the	more	insights	
you	have,”	said	Rooney.	


“Knight Life” Staff Excited          
About Newcomers


	 This	issue’s	hoopty	is	a	1988	
Mercury	Topaz.	Along	with	its	
pungent	smell	and	lack	of	air	
conditioning,	the	car	tends	to	stall	
at	stop	lights	when	the	temperature	
sinks	below	about	30°.	The	lucky	
owner	of	this	car	is	senior	Marleigh	
Hill.
	 Hill	is	absolutely	in	love	with	
her	car	and	claims	that	she	wouldn’t	
get	rid	of	it	for	the	world.	Hill	feels	
that	one	of	the	main	reasons	she	
loves	her	car	so	much	is	that	she	
had	to	pay	for	half	of	the	car	with	
her	own	money.	Because	at	the	time	
Hill	did	not	have	a	job,	this	required	
her	spending	most	of	the	money	she	
had	saved	up	since	her	childhood.	
	 Until	recently	Hill	had	never	
been	in	an	accident	or	had	any	
traffic violations; however, with 


Marleigh Hill poses with her classic 1988 Mercury  Topaz. Despite many 
malefactions, Hill loves her car. 


Anthony Hamilton
News Editor


Daedal Derks
Layout Editor


icy	roads	this	winter,	she	slid	into	
a	guardrail	and	lost	a	bumper.	This	
didn’t	stop	her	from	continuing	to	
drive	her	lovable	Topaz	though,	she	
simply	drilled	the	bumper	back	on	
and	it	seems	to	be	good	as	new.	
	 “It’s	so	nasty,	I	love	it!”	stated	
Hill	as	one	of	many	reasons	why	
she	liked	driving	such	an	old	car.	
	 The	color	is	pretty	nondescript,	
but	it	was	described	by	friends	to	
appear,	“unpainted,”	and	Hill	called	
it	a	“nasty	off-white	color.”	
	 All	in	all	Hill	is	very	proud	of	
her	car	and	is	not	ashamed	that	it	
won	hoopty	in	this	issue	of	Knight	
Life.	Hill	intends	to	drive	her	car	
right	up	until	the	day	that	it	dies,	
which	from	the	looks	of	things,	may	
not	be	too	far	off.	She	hopes	to	be	
able	to	keep	this	car	through	college	
at	least	so	that	she	will	not	have	to	
worry	about	car	payments	until	she	
has	a	steady	job.	


Hoopty


G-Wagon


this	very	sporty	and	agile	speedster.	
He	admits	he	wasn’t	too	good	at	it	
the first few times and stalled it a 
lot when he first started. But he is a 
firm believer in the “practice makes 
perfect”	mentality	and	it	seems	to	
have	worked.	Now	however,	Gagie	
cannot	even	remember	the	last	time	
he	stalled	his	car.
	 Gagie	stated	that	he	has	gotten	
his	little	speedster	into	what	can	be	
considered	“a	comfortable	speed.”
	 That	statement	is	open	to	
interpretation	from	anyone,	but	
it	is	important	to	recognize	that	
Gagie	has	not	received	a	single	
ticket	while	driving	the	Civic	and	
has	only	been	pulled	over	once	for	
having	a	headlight	out.	
	 Gagie	loves	his	car	and	intends	
to	keep	it	for	years	to	come.	His	
only	complaint	is	that	he	cannot	
legally find out what the limits of 
this	car	are.	


Daedal Derks
Layout Editor


Stuart Gagie chilling in front of his Civic Si. Gagie got this car almost a year 
ago and has been a huge fan of it ever since. 


“Knight Life” students, Matt Evans, Katelynn Lucas, and Kristen Wehling work 
diligently on layout during class. Wehling and Evans are both veterans on the 
newspaper staff and have to pass their knowledge on the newcomers like 
Lucas.
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Layout Editor Derek Kusa instructs newcomer, Kelsey Hassevoort, in the ways 
of InDesign. Kusa’s background knowledge with Photoshop and InDesign has 
allowed him to excel to an editorial position on the staff. 


Carly Wheaton and Addie Drillock try to figure out a layout dilemma while 
working in the Knight Life computer lab. Drillock was a member of the 
newspaper last year and despite taking a semester off, she is already using her 
expertise to help newcomers like Wheaton.


	 With	a	total	of	47	students	
working	on	“Knight	Life”	the	
atmosphere	can	get	rather	hectic.	
Senior,	Kellen	Seaton,	who	is	a	new	
addition	to	the	staff,	comments	on	
the	busy	surroundings,	after	two	
weeks	of	being	in	the	class.		
	 “Everybody	goes	about	and	
does	their	own	thing.	It	seems	to	be	
a	hard	working	environment,”	said	
Seaton.
	 For	students	who	may	be	
interested	in	joining	“Knight	Life,”	
remember to fit the prerequisite 
Journalism	I	into	your	schedule.	
 “Any student can benefit. We 
learn	about	layout	and	design,	
and	it	helps	students	learn	about	
their	rights	and	responsibilities	as	
writers,”	said	Pankop,	who	adds,	
“There	is	a	wider	array	of	diverse	
opinions	and	experiences	that	
reporters	bring	to	the	table.”	
	 	“I	think	because	there’s	more	
people,	readers	can	expect	a	better	
representation	of	the	entire	student	
body,”	Rooney	said.	


Tower Pinkster Titus Associates Inc.
Kalamazoo  ·  Grand Rapids
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     Upon casual 
inspection of 
the criminal 
justice system, 
one would 
simply see 
a system 
esablished 
to deter 
and contol 


crime. However, when looking at 
punishments, specifically dealing 
with drug distributors, users, and 
cultivators a disparity can clearly be 
seen. This disparity is clearly linked 
to race and position in society.
 The difference lies 
within the mandatory minimum 
sentencing policy enacted by the 
Drug Policy Alliance in the mid 
80’s. Because of the surge of drug 
crimes in the mid 80’s, largely due 
to the crack/cocaine epidemic, 
stricter sentencing guidelines were 
established. The guidelines included 
a standard number of years in 
prison for set amounts of controlled 
substances.  
 Crack was specifically 
targeted in the war on drugs 
because of its highly addictive 
nature and its detrimental effect 
on the inner city. The emergence 
of crack as an urban drug created 
a diverse market for cocaine, the 
drug used to make crack. Before 
the discovery of crack, cocaine in 
its powdered form had been a high 
class drug. Now a form of this drug 
was easily obtanable for all levels 
of society. The policies adopted in 
the eighties were strict in the hopes 
that the long sentences would deter 
criminals from crime. However, 
they also created a substantial bias 
against blacks.
 The difference lies in the 
mandatory minumum sentence for 
crack and cocaine. At a chemical 
level, they are the same drug, 
but the sentencing for each is 
drastically different. Possession of 
500 grams of cocaine yields the 
mandatory minumum of five years, 
while it takes only 5 grams of crack 
to obtain the minumum sentence 


Students React To Comics


Dear Editor,
 The comic section is horrible. 
Not really horrible but the comics 
make no sense and are very 
boring. The comics should be 
more exciting or with morals. 
The comics should be more like 
KABLAMMMMMM! But the 
comics could be a lot better and 
just more meaningful.
 Freshman
 Max Williams
 
Dear Editor,
	 I	don’t	get	the	comics.	I	get	the	
video game playing, hallucinating 
boy and the Monster drink, eat a 
muffin	for	fiber	one,	but	I	don’t	
know.	LOL.	I	just	don’t	get	the	
rest of the comics especially the 
one with the boy like oh-8, oh-9, 
oh-10 and then the 40 years later 
senate,	supreme	court	one.	It’s	just	
confusing for me.
 Freshman
 Jessica Roberts


Students Enjoy the Revival of 
Classic Games


Dear Andrew Chapman, Comics 
Editor,
 I really enjoyed your article 
on how older video games are 
still classic and fun. In  my days 
of dashing and reckless youth, I 
enjoyed great games like “Super 
Mario World” and “Sonic the 
Hedgehog.”	Man,	don’t	forget	
“Street Fighter.” That game was 
awesome.
 Okay, back on track. Most 
games nowadays have forgotten 
their humble origins, forgetting our 
early life outside the mainstream. 
As such, we have chosen to forget 
early games, snobbishly passing 
them	off	as	inferior.	You’ve	helped	
us see the light a little bit.
 Freshman
 John Peak


Dear Editor,
 The part of the newspaper with 
the old games was pretty awesome, 
makes me want to go home and 
play our Atari. All those games 
own, glad you included them :D.
 Freshman
 Jared Deckley
 
Students Comment on the 
Sports Section 


Dear Editor,
	 The	article	“Women’s	Varsity	
Basketball Adjusting to Changes” 
was the best. It was written by 
Anilash Panikulanga, I liked how 
he put many parts of what the team 
said. The fact that they keep going 
back to last year and comparing it 
was	good	because	we	weren’t	here	
at Loy Norrix last year so that lets 
us know what happened. I really 
liked that article there was many 
others I liked but I found things 
wrong with them. Good job this 
month “Knight Life.”
 Freshman
 Madison Luckett


Dear Editor,
 Just because they lost the 
seniors	from	last	year	doesn’t	mean	
that	they’re	not	a	good	basketball	
team. 
 And they can do good on thier 
own	and	they’re	still	going	to	be	
a good basketball team without 
Cetera Washington. She was good, 
but now the team can be just as 
good without her!
 Freshman
 Shawnice Holmes
 
Dear Editor,
 You did a good job on this 
issue. I really liked the whole 
sports section, it was very fun to 
read. So whoever did the sports 
section did a great job, but next 
time the paper should compare 
colleges and how 12th graders 
should look to go to the next level.
 Freshman
	 Ce’Juwon	McFerrin


Dear Editor,
 I think you need a section in 
the paper that lets everyone know 
that they need to play football next 
year.	The	reason	we	don’t	do	good	
is because barely anyone plays and 
usually about 1/3 of the ones that 
start to play quit. People need to 
get into the weight room and just 
give	it	a	shot.	It’s	a	great	sport	to	
play and we always have fun. Plus, 
the brotherships you create at the 
camps we go to over the summer 
are unforgettable. If only there 
were	more	players!	Even	if	they’ve	
never played before, they can 
learn! It really is quite simple.
 Freshman
 Alex Ruhs


Students Moved by Uplifting 
Story


Dear Editor,
 I really enjoyed the article 
“Never	say	CAN’T,	local	man	
proves	doctors	wrong.”	I’m	sick	
of	people	saying,	“I	can’t	do	this,	
I	can’t	do	that.”	Maybe	if	more	
people read articles like this, 
how Brian Culver overcame his 
car accident and the breathing 
machines, more people will believe 
that anyting really is possible. Keep 
it up “Knight Life,” nicely done!
 Freshman
 Ryan Jaworowski
 
Dear Editor,
 I liked the article about Brian 
Culver. I think that it is truly 
amazing that the doctors told him 
“You’ll	be	lucky	to	make	it	out	of	
here alive” but he did survive. Then 
when he woke up he was being told 
he would spend the rest of his life 
on a breathing machine. After he 
was told this he turned around and 
got off the breathing machine in a 
few months and started working 
out. I think that this teaches kids 
that just because someone tells you 
that you cannot do something does 
not mean they are always right. If 
you want to do something then you 
have to get out there and do it. You 
can not let people bring you down.
 Freshman
 Brianna Pfeil


Students Offer Opinions on Teen 
Pregnancy


Dear Editor,
	 I	really	didn’t	like	the	
“Babies!” article by Rachel Stuut. 
I	didn’t	like	it	because,	to	me	it	
was pointless. The school paper 
should be about things happening 
in the school, or events that are 
happening in Kalamazoo. Not about 
Jamie Lynn Spears. If you want to 
read about her and her pregnancy, 
go buy a magazine with her in it. 
If	you’re	going	to	get	pregnant	
because	she	did,	then	that’s	stupid,	
Don’t	look	up	to	people	or	admire	
them when they do stupid things. It 
doesn’t	take	much	to	know	that.
 Freshman,
 Amy Youngs
 
Dear Editor,
 I thought the article about teen 
moms was good, however I think 
it just focused on negative things. I 
am	a	teen	mom	and	I	don’t	feel	that	
way	at	all.	I	just	don’t	want	Loy	
Norrix students viewing teen moms 
in a bad way.
 Freshman
 Cle Jackson
 
Students See Romanticism 
Through Different Eyes


Dear Editor,
 This issue of “Knight Life” 
was very interesting. However, I 
have mixed feelings on the article 
“Too Much Romanticism can be 
Dangerous.” I agree with parts of 
it. Too many times I will see people 
talking about how in love with a 
person but they hardly even know 
that	person’s	favorite	color.	They	
mimic what they see even though if 
they were to step back and look at 
their relationship they would realize 
it was really disfunctional. 
 Although I agree with that part 
of the article I believe one large 
thing was left out; Teenagers can be 
in love. People tend to overlook that 
because they assume that their only 
trying to create a fairytale which 
isn’t	always	true.	Also	people	can	
be truely in love without wishing 
for a fairytale. 
 Some people are in love 
because they really care for the 
person, they look out for them, they 
always	want	what’s	best.	Although	
it	might	be	rare	to	find	true	love	
as a teen it is very possible, and it 
happens.
 My other thought was that 
sometimes	it’s	fun	to	imagine,	
and have faith. There are certain 
boundaries,	like	thinking	ahead.	It’s	
good to have faith in a relationship 
but you have to know if your 
relationship	isn’t	working.	You	
can’t	stay	in	it	just	because	you	
want to be “in love.”
 Freshman
 Mathilde Moyet
 
Dear Editor,
 I would like to see horoscopes 
in “Knight Life.” That is something 
I believe that the students would be 
interested in. Also I liked the article 
“Too Much Romanticism can be 
Dangerous.” It is true, I know a guy 
just like that. The fairy tales make it 
seem like that is what we want but 
it	isn’t.
 Freshman
 Cristina Bryant


Dear Knight Life,
 I read the article “Too Much 
Romanticism can be Dangerous” 
by Christina Flocea. I thought that 
it was good. I see this happen all 
the	time,	it’s	even	happened	to	
me. People are so happy that they 
have a boyfriend or girlfriend that 
they start investing all their time 
in them that they lose friends and 
sometimes it affects their grades. 
Now this does not always happen, 
some people are good at balancing 
boyfriends, school and friends 
and family. I think this article is 
good because it relates to a lot of 
people. You think this is how your 
relationship should be or this is 
how he/she is supposed to act. I say 
just be yourself and if the person 
you’re	with	really	likes	you	they’ll	
stay with you. I enjoyed this article 
until the end when she said, “leave 
romanticism for another time” 
because personally I think there is 
always time to be romantic, you just 
have to be careful how much you 
put into it.
 Freshman 
 Bri Merrow


Students Applaud Confrontation 
of Teen Violence


Dear Sarah Leip [and] “Knight 
Life,”
 I really love the way you put 
this article [Parents and Teens are 
Affected by gangs] together. People 
realy need to know about how 
much parents really do care about 
their	children	on	the	streets.	It’s	sad	
to	hear	about	Leo’s	uncle	who	was	
shot seven times and left in Detroit 
but you did a very good job on this 
one.
 Freshman,
 Dominique Essix


Dear Editor,
 It is very sad about the girl 
who had gotten stabbed. I feel bad 
for her friends and family. It is a 
terrible loss. It is very sad to read 
about some of the people LNHS has 
lost to violence. I read this article 
and	my	eyes	start	to	water.	I	don’t	
know any of them personally but 
I hate knowing that this kind of 
violence is happening around me 
but nobody is trying to stop it.
 Freshman
 Lacy Ward


Dear Editor,
 I liked the article “Parents and 
Teens are Affected by Gangs.” I 
liked this article because it talked 
about parents helping to keep their 
kids safe. I agree that if parents 
know where their kids are and who 
they are with it will help keep them 
in a safer environment. If parents 
encourage their kids to do good in 
school, participate in sports, and do 
other school activities it will help 
keep them off the streets and out of 
gangs. I think it is a good thing that 
Eneke Durder wants her kids to do 
good and that she cheers them on.
 Freshman
 Haley Pfeil


Dear Editor,
 Hi editor I am writing to you 
about Anthony J. Potts Jr. That is 
good that you like Anthony at Loy 
Norrix. Anthony in the newspaper 
seems like he was a good person 
because he loved basketball and 
he did not want to hurt anyone. 
So why did he have to die? I wish 
sombody could have saved him. 
Anthony has a child to take care 
of, but not anymore. So the person 
that killed Anthony, I hope you 
are happy becuase you just took a 
loving man from his beautiful child 
so I hope you are happy. 
 Freshman
 Erica Debacly


Dear Editor,
 The paper this week was 
awesome.	I	really	didn’t	think	I	
would	like	it	at	first	glance	but	it	
was great when I started reading 
it.	It	was	very	informative.	I	didn’t	
know that so many young people 
from Norrix had died. It was 
so sad. But on the bright side, I 
am glad to see how the students 
acknowledge it, and deal with it 
because, one article said, that some 
of the students that died had family 
members and close friends that also 
had to deal with the fact of death. 
I enjoyed reading the students 
opinions on crime, and the timeline 
was awesome. 
 I also liked reading the comics, 
sports acheivements, and the, 
“Hollywood-Look-A-Likes.” Great 
job “Knight Life!”
 Freshman
 Natalie Johnson


Dear Editor,
 When I began reading the 
third issue of “Knight Life” I was 
kind of suprised, not only with the 


Letters to the Editor: content of the issue, but also the 
layout. There has been an obvious 
imporovement.
 I was very pleased with the 
concept of trying to get violence 
heard and talked about and not just 
by adults but by children too. With 
violence becoming a huge part of 
our community it is good to know 
that someone is paying attention.
 I would, however, like 
to comment on the article(s) 
discussing placement of metal 
detectors in the school building. 
Being a Loy Norrix student I know 
the opinions and feelings of my 
peers; I also know that installing 
a	metal	detector	system	is	flat	out	
a bad idea. Some of the students 
would feel like they were being 
tested by the administration on their 
“strength”. 
 I do not see this idea being 
very	beneficial	either.	The	school,	
as it was mentioned in one of the 
articles, would be spending way 
too much money on something that 
would just cause more of a hassle to 
the students and the staff.
 Freshman
 Christina Brown


Students Entertained and 
Stimulated by “Knight Life”


Dear Editor,
 I thought that this months 
paper was extremely well written. 
I especially loved the two articles 
on Rap music. “One-Hit-Wonders 
not Worth it” and “Modern Rap 
Doesn’t	Uphold	Standards	of	
Original Artists.” I have to agree 
about	today’s	music.	Too	many	
artists are speaking about drugs, 
sex, and money in one-hit-wonder 
songs. In a year or two those songs 
will be long gone. When we are 
fifty	years	old	and	we	look	back	on	
today’s	songs,	are	we	still	going	to	
think they are great songs?
 Freshman
 Abbi Schreck


Dear Editor,
 I like the top 10 movie thing 
and I think that you should do top 
10 stores to shop at; that would 
be cool. Personally I like to shop 
at	Urban	Behavior	and	Wet	Seal.	
I also think that there should be 
horoscopes that would be cool 
because I like reading those things. 
But everything else is cool. I also 
liked the article about the look-a-
likes, they were really good and 
close also.
 Freshman 
 Izamar Zuniga


Students Voice Other Concerns 
and Opinions


Dear Editor
 I really like the article “Puddle 
Evasion: A Necessary Skill in 
Budahpest.” I think that people 
should realize that other cultures are 
different and we need to remember 
that. This article shows that there 
are good and bad things about every 
cultrue. I really like this article... It 
makes me want to travel.
 Freshman
 Karylle Hillard


Dear Editor,
 In this issue of “Knight Life” I 
liked all of the articles, and thought 
all of them made good points. The 
article “If a Stranger Walked into 
LN” stood out to me the most. I 
thought it was good showing people 
all of the positive things that are 
going on at Norrix, and all of the 
things we complain about when we 
really should be more appreciative 
for having them.
 I think that in the next article 
it would be cool if you had things 
about spirit week in it. Spirit week 
is a pretty exciting week so it would 
be nice to see what everyone else 
did for it and thought of it.
 Freshman
 Hannah Fleming


Dear Editor,
 I was really disappointed while 
reading the quotes about the war. 
The quotes were one sided, and 
both were against war, which to 
me, is very unprofessional of the 
paper, which is supposed to be 
unbiased. Personally, I am for the 
war, and there are many things that 
war has helped us in, so this one 
sided blurb, really got under my 
skin.	Don’t	you	think	instead	of	an	
article	bashing	war,	it’	would	be	
nice to have an article, honoring our 
wonderful	soldeirs	who	are	fighting	
it? 
 Freshman
 Mindi Weilinga


of five years. This inconsistancy, 
while seeming innocuous causes the 
(largely black) urban community 
to receive harsher sentences for 
smaller scale crimes. Also, our 
criminal justice system is punishing 
the lowest level of drug traffickers 
the most severely. Crack cannot 
exist without cocaine. The only 
difference seems to be the socio-
economic level, and most often the 
race of its distributors and clientele.
 The problem of removing 
this pillar of our war on drugs is 
also difficult. How can a politician 
hope to stop the persecution of 
a group of people, and yet still 
seem to be “hard on drugs?” 
Modification of current legislation 
seems impossible under the current 
political system in which popularity 
is apparently more important than 
what is moral.


Maximum Punishments 
for Minimum Offenses


Modification of current 
legislation seems 


impossible under the 
current political system 


in which popularity 
is apparently more 


important than 
what is moral.


 Even in our modern 
world, oppression is taking place 
in courtrooms everywhere, and 
until someone steps up and fixes 
the problem, it will continue to 
happen. Until laws like these are 
removed the urban community will 
continue to remain at the “bottom” 
of society. Regardless of what these 
laws purposes initially were, the 
result has been the oppression of 
the urban community under the 
guise of democracy. If we ever hope 
to create room in our society for all 
people, we must start by giving all 
people a fair chance, drug dealers 
included.


Rudy Burns
Staff Writer
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Name: Cam Lozeau
Grade: 12
Years Swimming: 3
Favorite Stroke: Breaststroke
Best time: 1:17.7 (100 yd 
breaststroke)
Favorite memory: “When 
Coach talked about the 1996 
Olympics.”
Team goals: “Strong in 
conference and have a better 
record.”


Name: Matt Townsend
Grade: 10
Years Swimming: 2
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: 28.0 (50 yd freestyle)
Favorite memory: “Being at 
conference last year.”
Team goals: “Second at 
conference.”


Name: Matt Marquette
Grade: 12
Years Swimming: 3
Favorite Stroke: Breaststroke
Best time: 1:08 (100 yd 
breaststroke)
Favorite memory: “Going to 
state last year.”
Team goals: “Get second in 
conference.”


Name: Andrew Chapman
Grade: 12
Years Swimming: 4
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: N/A
Favorite memory: “Too many 
to count.”
Team goals: “Make sure 
everybody makes it out of the 
season fine.”


Name: Nickk Gillespie 
Grade: 12
Years Swimming: 2
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: 23.99 (50 yd 
freestyle)
Best Diving Score: 45 pts. 
(Front 2 1/2 somersault)
Favorite memory: “Everything 
Chappy does.”
Team goals: “Take second at 
conference.”


Name: Logan Freer
Grade: 9
Years Swimming: 1
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle 
Best time: 1:57 (200 yd 
freestyle)
Favorite memory: 
“Swimapalooza.”
Team goals: “[To] get more 
people so we do better next 
year.”


Name: Luke Tavares
Grade: 10
Years Swimming: 2
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: :54 (100 yd 
freestyle)
Favorite memory: “Shaving 
heads.”
Team goals: “Make it to State 
in two events.”


Name: Brett Jensen
Grade: 10 
Years Swimming: 2
Favorite Stroke: Backstroke
Best time:1:18.47 (100 yd 
backstroke)
Favorite memory: “Banana 
Gatorade Relays.” 
Team goals: “Second in 
conference.”


Name: Stuart Gagie
Grade: 12
Years Swimming: 4
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle 
Best time: 23.4 (50 yd freestyle)
Favorite memory: 
“Swimapalooza.”
Team goals: “Get second in 
conference and to go to State.”


        With the recent switch in the 
women’s sports seasons, springtime 
is suddenly full of options for girls. 
There are the better known sports 
such as tennis, soccer, track, and 
softball, but also a sport that not 
many people realize, women’s 
lacrosse. Like hockey and men’s 
lacrosse, women’s lacrosse is a 
combined  team between Loy 
Norrix and Kalamazoo Central, KC 
being the official host school for it.
  The women’s lacrosse team 
is now in its second season of 
existence and membership is 
growing. Last year the team had a 
record of 1-11, which was higher 
than expected because it was their 
first season. Although the team may 
seem small at 21 players, it is larger 
than last year’s team of 14.
  “Sometimes we have to play 
a man down,” said junior Jordan 
Schuler of the small team.
  The LN/KC team started up 
a few years after other schools in 
Portage and Grand Rapids started 
their women’s lacrosse programs. 
Since those schools have a few 
years advantage, they are stronger 
and more organized.
  Issues can also arise around 
conditioning and practices. Because 
the manager is a KC mother, and 
most of the team is from KC, much 
of the team’s activities take place 
there, leaving LN students at a 
disadvantage.
  “The bad thing for Norrix 
is that all the conditioning is at 
Central,” said Schuler.
  The team holds mandatory 
conditioning sessions at KC once a 
week. The girls work on running, 
agility training and stick work. 
There is also optional training three 
times a week in the KC weight 
room.
  Despite the distance required 
to travel to practice every day, the 
LN girls like playing with another 
school. Most of the teammates are 
good friends and spend lots of time 
together outside of practices and 
games.
  “You make a lot of different 
friends you wouldn’t have 
otherwise,” said junior Ellen 
Nelson.
  The women’s team must also 


compete with the men’s lacrosse 
team for gym and field times. 
Players agree that it is easier for the 
men’s team to get practice fields. 
Last year the men’s team practiced 
at KC, while the women’s team had 
to resort to holding their practices at 
Hillside Middle School.
  The teams sometimes have 
their disagreements over which 
gender is weaker, or which genders’ 
rules and equipment make the 
game harder, but overall they get 
along very well. Because the men’s 
team has been around longer, they 
have a stronger program and are 
helping the women’s program grow. 
The men’s lacrosse coach, Frank 
Rogers, is currently helping the 
women to condition with the men’s 
team.
  “They’re [the boys] helpful…
they took it upon themselves to 
let us practice with them,” said 
Schuler.
  Roger’s daughter and son-in-
law coach the women’s team.
 Although the women’s team 
is made up of girls from LN and 
KC, it is not a school funded sport. 
Because no financial funding comes 
from the school, the team must 
raise their own money through 
fundraising. The schools help out 
by allowing the team to practice 
and play on their sports fields for 
free. Other club sports would have 


to pay for these amenities.
  “We do what we can to support 
the team in a non-financial way,” 
said LN athletic director Andrew 
Laboe of the school’s involvement.
  The schools also submit 
Michigan High School Athletic 
Association paperwork which 
allows the girls to be eligible 
for playing and to participate in 
tournaments. However, many of 
the players feel this support is not 
enough.
  “It’s hard to get fundraisers and 
even support from our own school 
to back us up,” said Schuler.
  Nelson added, “We have to 
work extra hard to get gyms and 
fields.”
  The players sometimes feel that 
they are not legitimately considered 
for field time, especially if the boys 
want it.
  When the men’s team was 
started, parents donated money for 
all the equipment until a grant was 
written, which now pays for many 
of the expenses. Laboe believes that 
in order for the women’s program 
to grow, the responsibility rests on 
the parents.
  “The women’s team needs to 
have more parents step up…It’s 
parent driven,” said Laboe.
  However many obstacles the 
women’s lacrosse team faces, they 
seem to be sticking around.


Women’s Lacrosse Sure to Stick Around
Amy Halpern


Staff Writer


  Imagine playing on the Loy 
Norrix Freshman Basketball 
Team.  It’s your last game of the 
season, the last 10 seconds. Your 
team is down by two points and 
it is the other team’s ball. They 
run down the court trying to make 
a quick lay-up. They miss, and 
your teammate rebounds the ball, 
immediately running down the 
court and passing the ball to you.  
You look at the scoreboard, only 
two seconds left.  You run to the 
three-point line and shoot. The 
crowd is quiet as the ball circulates 
around the rim. Right at the buzzer, 
it goes in! Your team comes rushing 
around you lifting you up and 
placing you on their shoulders.  
You look at the basketball hoop, 
realizing that you just made the last 
shot of the season.  Sadness rushes 
through your body.  You think it’s 
over.  But then you realize that this 
is the first stage of your transition 
from the freshman team to a junior 
varsity team.  
  This is the case for some 
players as they continue to play and 
begin to notice differences.
  Junior varsity sophomore 
DeVarius Hill said that there are 
some differences between his 
freshman year and his JV year.  
  “JV is faster pace… and it’s 
more organized,” said Hill.
  Junior varsity sophomore Cam 
Robinson said that there was a 
difference between the freshman 
team and the JV team. 
  “Freshman is to get you into 
the program.  JV is to prepare you 
for varsity,” said Robinson.
 As the season continues, the 
whole team’s skills will improve as 
well as individual skills. Hill said 
rebounding was one of the biggest 
improvements that he noticed 
since the beginning of 2007-2008 


Chelsea Glasheen
Staff Writer


basketball season. 
  However, JV sophomore 
Christian Coleman noticed another 
change.
  “Our conditioning and our 
confidence [improved],” Coleman 
said.  
   This year LN’s JV team was 
able to recognize one of the team’s 
weaknesses and use one of the 
skills that they had to make up for 
it.  
  “We don’t have the size that 
most of the other teams have, but 
we make it up with our speed,” said 
JV sophomore Austin Ragotzy.
  For all of our future and 
present JV and varsity players, 
some of the players have some 
advice. 
  “Continue to play hard, never 
give up, give it your all, and respect 
the coaches,” said Coleman.  
  “Work hard to better 
yourself on and off the court,” JV 
sophomore Zach Rickli said.
  “Work hard all the time, keep 
playing over the summer, and 
have a positive attitude,” said JV 
sophomore Dan Swodzinski.
 “Don’t play selfish, and have 
good grades,” said varsity senior 
Isaac Willhite.
  Basically, the main difference 
between the three teams is that 
they are all differently paced; 
the freshman team is more about 
having fun and learning the skills 
that the player needs for the next 
level.  JV is a moderate pace and 
the player develops their skills 
more.  Varsity is fast paced and 
the players use their skills to win 
championships. It is easier to work 
with people because you have been 
playing with them for a long period 
of time, and the skills also improve.   
 As you move up to different 
teams, the pace is faster and the 
skills are more developed. 


  This year’s Super Bowl was 
surrounded by many stories that 
caught the eye of the public.  There 
was the controversy surrounding 
the Patriots taping other team’s 
coaches during games and then 
trying to complete the perfect 
season.  The Giants assumed the 
role of the underdog against the 
Patriots, arguably one of the best 
football teams in National Football 


League history. 
  One of the great highlights 
following this year’s Super Bowl 
was Eli Manning winning his first 
Super Bowl title in only his third 
year in the NFL.  It came only a 
year after his older brother Peyton 
won his first Super Bowl as well. 
  Growing up in the shadow 
of his brother had left Eli heavily 
scrutinized in the seasons leading 
up to this defining one for him.  He 
was often compared to his brother, 
and usually portrayed him as the 


Eli Manning Wins Historical Super Bowl
Barrett Kelpin


Copy Editor


Moving Up the 
Hierarchy of Basketball
The Transition from 
Freshmen to Junior Varsity 


letdown of the two, especially after 
the Giants loss to the Eagles in the 
first round of last year’s playoff. 
  Eli had a tough start to the 
season with an interception in each 
of his first two games.  The Giants 
lost those first two games and Eli 
fell under scrutiny from press and 
fans.  He then led his team to six 
straight wins in the following six 
games and went on to lead his team 
to a Super Bowl victory, obtaining 
the MVP award for the game after 
his fourth quarter heroics. 
  Growing up in a family of 
football players, with a father who 
played in the NFL as a quarterback 
and his brother Peyton excelling 
through every level ahead of him, 
there was always pressure on Eli 
to live up to others expectations.  
This years Super Bowl win was a 
defining moment in Eli Manning’s 
career that he deserved after years 
of living in Peyton’s shadow. 
  With the weight of the critics 
off his shoulders, Eli should excel 
in years to come in the NFL and 
will no longer be known as Peyton 
Manning’s less-talented kid brother.  
The Giants win over the Patriots 
was a miraculous feat for all the 
Giants, especially Eli Manning.Eli Manning hands off to RB Derrick Ward. The strength of Eli Manning’s 


leadership as well as a strong defensive effort allowed the Giants to upset the 
New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII.


Varsity basketball players scramble for a rebound in the district championship 
game against Kalamazoo Central. Varsity is the most advanced level of 
basketball at LN, and incoming freshmen work up through the hierarchy of 
basketball to reach this level. 
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The Women’s Lacrosse Team huddles during practice.  Despite being from 
crosstown rival schools, the girls have a strong team dynamic.
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	 It	all	started	with	the	classes	
sitting	in	a	semi	circle.	Each	team	
received	a	minute	to	converse	
before	they	had	to	reveal		their	
answers	to	Assistant	Principal	
Valerie	Boggan	and	the	audience.	
For	each	correct	answer,	teams	
were	awarded	a	point.
	 The	sophomores	were	faced	
with	a	tough	race	against	the	junior	
class,	the	junior	and	sophomore	
class	were	tied	up	until	the	15th	
question.	The	sophomores	got	the	
question	correct	and	took	the	lead	
from	then	on.	The	sophomores	got	
every question in the first round 
correct, finishing with a grand total 
of	80	points,	the	junior	class	trailing	
behind	with	68.
	 “It	[winning]	felt	good	
because	we	had	competition,”	said	
sophomore	Katie	Shorter.
	 The	sophomore	class	began	
practicing	as	soon	as	the	teachers	
said	they	could	begin;	about	two	
weeks	before	the	quiz	bowl.


Sophomores Win the 
Second Annual Black 
History Quiz Bowl at LN


	 “They	[the	students]	took	
written	tests	and	used	note	cards	to	
study,”	said	English	teacher	Pam	
Rickli	who	coached	the	team	along	
with	parapro	Ajamian	Gardner.	
	 “[The	students]	stayed	after	
school	everyday	for	eight	days,”	
said	Rickli.
	 The	sophomores	had	more	than	
enough	people	to	be	on	the	team.	
Rickli	decided	who	was	going	to	
be	on	the	team	depending	on	if	
they	were	on	the	team	last	year	and	
if	their	grand	point	average	was	
above	a	3.0.	The	team	included	
Helen	Anemone,	Marlee	Broekema,	
Teeoncey	Sanders,	Dominique	
Johnson	and	Katie	Shorter.	All	were	
returing	from	last	year	except	for	
Broekema.
	 Anemone	and	Shorter	both	
felt	that	the	team	worked	very	well	
together.	Shorter	felt	that	this	year’s	
quiz	bowl	was	better	than	last	year.	
	 The	quiz	bowl	teaches	
students	the	importance	of	black	
history.	Shorter	feels	that	having	to	
memorize	the	questions	for	the	quiz	
bowl	really	helps	her	to	keep	the	
knowledge.


Maggie Sikkema
Sports Editor


		 The	Bilingual	Club	at	Loy	
Norrix	was	formed	in1990	and	
it	was	sponsored	by	Dolores	
Donahue.	Years	later	Sherry	
Kiracofe	took	over,	and	now	
Eduardo	Reyna	and	Melissa	Ottesen	
lead	the	group.	The	Bilingual	Club	
offers	an	opportunity	for	students	
in	this	school	to	meet	with	other	
people	from	different	backgrounds	
and	cultures	than	their	own.
	 The	Bilingual	Club	is	trying	
to	host	diverse	activities	in	which	
students	can	get	involved.	Just	like	
some	other	clubs	at	school,	they	
have	problems	getting	people	to	
come	to	the	club	and	to	attend	club	
meetings	due	to	low	visibility.	
	 In	past	years,	the	Bilingual	
Club	has	planned	activities	
including	a	Cinco	de	Mayo	
celebration,	a	holiday	party	and	
several	activities	to	recognize	the	
Hispanic	Heritage	Month.	The	club	
also organized a field trip to the 
Kalamazoo	Valley	Museum	to	see	
the	Day	of	the	Dead	exposition.
		 Bilingual	teacher	Melissa	
Ottesen	stresses	the	importance	of	
the	club.
	 “The	important	focus	of	the	
Bilingual	Club	is	to	make	the	
bilingual	community	stronger,”	said	
Ottesen.
	 The	bilingual	community	in	
this	school	is	not	strong	and	many	
students	don’t	even	know	that	LN	
has	a	Bilingual	Club.
	 The	Bilingual	Club	is	not	only	
for	Hispanics,	but	also	for	students	
who	are	learning	another	language.	
Not	many	people	know,	but	LN	has	
not	only	Hispanic	students,	but	also	


Rocio Hernandez
Beat Editor


students	from	different	countries	
that	are	trying	hard	to	learn	English	
so	they	can	communicate	in	this	
country.
	 “I	think	that	the	bilingual	
students	are	the	best	students	to	
work	with.	I	think	that	they	have	
lives	and	interesting	stories	to	tell	
and	that	more	teachers	should	try	
to	get	to	get	to	know	their	bilingual	
students	better,”	Ottesen	said.
	 Many	of	those	students	are	in	
classes	that	are	very	hard	for	them	
and	they	may	have	some	problems	
understanding	the	material.	This	
year,	the	Bilingual	Club	has	been	
successful	because	students	are	
more	committed.	One	of	their	plans	
for	this	year	is	to	plan	a	Cinco	de	


Bilingual Club Offers 
Opportunities for Students


El Club Bilingüe en Loy 
Norrix Ofrece Oportunidades 
para Estudiantes


Norrix Celebrates Black History Month


Rocio Hernandez
Beat Editor


	 El	Club	Bilingüe	en	Loy	Norrix	
fue	formado	en	el	año	1990	y	fue	
dirigido	por	Dolores	Donahue.	
Años	mas	tarde	por	Sherry	
Kiracofe,	y	ahora	lo	dirige	Eduardo	
Reyna	y	Melissa	Ottesen.	El	Club	
Bilingüe	brinda	la	oportunidad	a	
los	estudiantes	de	esta	escuela	de	
conocer	a	personas	de	distintas	
culturas.
	 El	Club	Bilingüe	esta	tratando	
de	dirigir	diversas	actividades	en	
las	cuales	los	estudiantes	puedan	
participar.	Así	como	en	muchos	
otros	clubes	de	la	escuela,	cautivar	
la	atención	de	los	estudiantes	es	uno	
de	los	problemas	principales.	Años	
atrás	el	Club	Bilingüe	a	planeado	
actividades	como	la	celebración	
del	Cinco	de	Mayo,	Días	Festivos	
y	diversas	actividades	que	se	han	
enfocado		en	recalcar	la	importancia	
del	Mes	de	la	Herencia	Hispana.	
La	ultima	actividad	realizada	con	
gran	éxito	por	el	Club	Bilingüe	fue	
la	visita	al	museo	de	Kalamazoo	
(Kalamazoo	Valley	Museum)	para	
admirar	la	exposición	de	Día	de	
Muertos.
	 La	maestra	Bilingüe	Ottesen	
recalca	la	importancia	del	club.
	 “La	importancia	del	Club	
Bilingüe	es	hacer	a	la	comunidad	
bilingüe	mas	fuerte,”	dijo	Ottesen.
	 Es	muy	difícil	mantener	el	
interés	en	la	comunidad	bilingüe,	
muchas	veces	ni	siquiera	se	sabe	de	
la	existencia	del	Club	Bilingüe	en	
Loy	Norrix.
	 El	Club	Bilingüe	no	es	
solamente	para	Hispanos,	sino	


también	para	estudiantes	quien	
están	aprendiendo	otro	idioma.	
No	muchas	personas	saben,	pero	
LN	no	solamente	tiene	estudiantes	
Hispanos,	también	tiene	estudiantes	
de	diferentes	países	que	están	
tratando	de	aprender	Ingles	para	
poder	comunicarse	en	este	país.
	 “Pienso	que	trabajar	con	los	
estudiantes	bilingües	es	lo	mejor.	
Y	pienso	que	ellos	tienen	vidas	y	
historias	interesantes	que	contar	
y	más	maestros	deberían	de	tratar	
do	conocer	mas	a	sus	estudiantes	
bilingües,”	dijo	Ottesen.	
	 El	aprender	otro	idioma	es	muy	
difícil	muchos	de	esos	estudiantes	
están	en	clases	que	son	muy	
difíciles	para	ellos	y	en	muchos	de	
los	casos	tienen	problemas	tratando	
de	entender	el	material.	Este	año,	el	
club	Bilingüe	a	tenido	mucho	éxito,	
ya	que	más	estudiantes	están	mas	
comprometidos.	Entre	los	planes	
para	este	año	esta	la	celebración	del	
Cinco	de	Mayo	y	tratar	de	incluir	
no	solamente	Hispanos	pero	otros	
estudiantes	bilingües	y	no	bilingües	
de	Loy	Norrix.
	 El	maestro	bilingüe	Eduardo	
Reyna	se	siente	muy	afortunado	de	
tener	estudiantes	bilingües	que	se	
preocupan	por	su	futuro.
	 “El	Club	Bilingüe	tiene	
muchos	estudiantes	que	se	
preocupan	por	sí	mismos	y	por	su	
futuro.	Hay	algunos	que	están	un	
poco	desorientados	y	muchas	veces		
se	causan	problemas	a	sí	mismos	
pero	somos	muy	afortunados	
en	tener	muchos	estudiantes	
Hispanos	que	son	consistentes	en	su	
educación,”	dijo	Reyna.
		


Mayo	celebration	and	include	not	
only	Hispanics	but	other	bilingual	
and	non	bilingual	students	at	LN.
Bilingual	Teacher	Eduardo	Reyna	
feels	lucky	to	have	bilingual	
students	that	care	about	their	future.
	 “The	Bilingual	Club	has	a	lot	
of	good	students	that	care	about	
themselves	and	their	future.	There	
are	a	few	students	that	are	a	little	
misguided	and	then	sometimes	they	
cause	problems	for	themselves,	
but	we	are	very	lucky	to	have	a	lot	
of	hispanic	students	that	are	very	
conscientious	and	that	makes	the	
Bilingual	Club	worthwhile.	We	
still	plan	to	do	many	exciting	and	
wonderful	things	in	the	future,”	
Reyna	said.


Rudi Burns poses as Martin Luther King for 
the clay-mation program that Asst. Principal 
Valerie Boggan put together.


MADISON	KAY/	KNIGHT	LIFE


The entire clay-mation group picks their favorite pose as their famous black history person.
MADISON	KAY/	KNIGHT	LIFE
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Catrina Brooks talks to Bettina Smith about the famous 
person that she is role-playing for the clay-mation event 
to find out what things this person has done.


The sophmore team poses with ther coach, English teacher 
Pam Rikliafter winning the quiz bowl for the second year in 
a row. 


Valerie Boggan, Sveri May, and Valerie Long read out the 
questions at the quiz bowl. Long confirms which team have  
the question right and which ones do not.


Sofia Vargas, Pilar Lara, and Ramses Mireles work on their English 
reading in their ESL class. Sofia Vargas and Ramses Mireles are in the 
Bilingual Club at LN.


ANNE	BROWN	/	KNIGHT	LIFE	
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“ I want to be famous in the 
music industry.“


-Brittany Leigh


       A wooden pickle 
stands tall next to the 
counter of B’wiched Deli 
and Microcatering, a 
cozy deli located on the 
corner of West Main and 
Drake.  The pickle was 
an interesting sight to 
behold as it was the only 
real decoration in the tiny 
restaurant that specializes 
in sandwiches and “out-
the-door family dinners.”  
       B’wiched is a family-
owned and operated 
restaurant which opened 
around mid-December 
2007.  Twin sisters 
Cheryl Mosebach and 
Sylvia Miller went into 


the restaurant business 
alongside their husbands Adam Mosebach 
and Dan Miller.  Cheryl and Sylvia both 
are employed as teachers, working at the 
restaurant as a side job.  The restaurant 
holds a maximum of 31 people and has 
enough tables and chairs to seat a total of 20.  
B’wiched may be small in structure but is 
very big on taste.
        My guest and I approached the counter 
to order.  The deli workers were very friendly, 
but it took nearly a minute or two to be 
helped at the counter.  After gazing at the 
paper menus for a few minutes, we finally 
decided on what to order.  The menu features 
a plethora of sandwiches, aptly called 
“B’wiches.”  The “B’wiches” include panini, 
specialty, turkey, beefy, and veggie.  Along 
with their special sandwiches, B’wiched 
offers salads, soups, “kid’wiches,” and 
desserts.  Sandwiches come in full or half 
sizes and are served with a pickle and your 
choice of homemade chips, potato salad, or 
coleslaw.  
 My guest ordered the full panini club 
($6.75), which is smothered by a heaping 
amount of smoked turkey breast, crisp 
applewood smoked bacon, cheddar cheese, 
tomatoes, and mayonnaise in between 
grilled white bread.  He chose to go without 
tomatoes on the sandwich and selected 
homemade potato chips as his side.  
 I ordered the half B’wiched BLT ($4.00), 
which is served on toasted white bread, and 
I chose the homemade coleslaw as my side 
with a lemonade Vitamin Water to drink 
($2.50).  The grand total for both of us came 
to $13.25.
 A cooler at the counter houses several 
beverages and take-home dishes for purchase.  
The beverages include bottled water, 
Gatorade, Propel Fitness Water, Vitamin 
Water, and Monster energy drinks.  Salads, 
desserts, and take-home dishes are available 
in the cooler as well. 
 Monday through Saturday B’wiched 
features two different meals that are prepared 
and pre-packaged by the restaurant and can 
be heated to order at the request of the diner 
or purchased for $6.50 each as to-go entrees 


to bring home and heat up.  All dinners 
come in individual serving sizes.  Sundays 
are considered “leftover day,” where your 
favorite meals can be taken home for $5.50 
per serving, clearing out the deli’s inventory 
in preparation for the next week.  
 We sat down at a tall, square wooden 
table, one of five in the dining room.  The 
aroma of fresh baked bread filled the entire 
restaurant.  The bread is personally baked 
by the deli, and your favorite breads are 
available to take home by the full loaf or half 
loaf.  After the food was delivered to our 
table, I took my first bite of the freshly baked 
bread.  The bread was certainly appetizing 
and I was tempted to purchase a loaf for 
myself.
 The BLT was delicious and thick 
with fresh tasting bacon, not at all like the 
packaged bacon you purchase at the grocery 
store.  The bread was warm and tasty, like 
bread fresh from the bakery.  The side of 
coleslaw was delicious and tasted quite 
similar to what my grandmother used to 
prepare.  
 My guest’s panini club, he confessed, 
looked appetizing and tasted as such.  The 
sandwich was loaded with turkey and bacon 
and was grilled all the way through, which he 
enjoyed.  His only complaint was that it was 
a tad greasy, but that was not a significant 
problem.  My guest devoured the entire 
sandwich, enjoying every decadent bite.  The 
homemade chips on the side were not bad 
either.  They were not your typical Ruffles, 
rather they resembled slices of potatoes, deep 
fried all the way through into a tantalizing 
chip.
 B’wiched was an enjoyable dining 
experience with tasty food at a reasonable 
price.  It is a great sandwich restaurant to dine 
at when you are sick of the same old Subway 
or Quizno’s subs.  
 Dining at B’wiched means that you 
will be contributing to the local economy 
and helping a locally owned business.  
Employee John Heethuis is optimistic about 
the new restaurant, believing that it has been 
successful due to much positive feedback 
through articles and food reviews in local 
newspapers.  Heethuis believes that B’wiched 
will continue to experience this same success 
and that they are here to stick around.
 B’wiched is open from 11am-8pm 
Monday through Saturday, and on Sunday 
from 12pm-8pm.   


B’wiched Deli is Spellbinding
Kristen Wehling
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 “It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s… IT?” 
  This is a common play on words used 
by Loy Norrix’s popular team, the Improv 
Troupe (IT).  Now in its second year, IT has 
a lot to show with many new players and 
successful performances.
 Improvisation is a type of performing in 
which the actors make up their skits as they 
go, eliminating the use of scripts and planned 
stories.  Improv is a random style that is 
known for its comical traits.
        Returning players include seniors T.J. 
Carter, Annie Farner, Dylan Rustenholtz 
and junior Charlie Winnard.  This year 
welcomed the addition of five new members: 
seniors Michael Bruny and Ryan Smith and 
sophomores Klay Niltasuwan, Ty Steffler and 
Max Klepper. 
        The troupe members have meetings once 
a week where they practice games and get to 
know each other. 
        “We all work really well together 
and we’re able to work with each other’s 
strengths and help with their weaknesses,” 
said Carter, one of the captains.  
 Klepper is enjoying his first year on IT. 
 “I like the group of people a lot… 
it’s a different form [of performing] that I 
like better because anything is right,” said 
Klepper.
 IT has managed to take their act on the 
road with frequent performances at Barnes 
and Noble, which Carter and Winnard both 
agree is one of their favorite memories.  
 Many of the members have been 
influenced by comedy in the media and in 
our local area.  Shows like “Who’s Line Is It 
Anyway?” Klepper’s favorite, have created a 
popular base for improvisation.  
 Carter and Rustenholtz have recently 
expanded their performing horizons.  This 
year they have joined a brand new improv 
group entitled “Kind of Pretty Women,” 
which is an extension of the local company 
Crawlspace Eviction, another improv troupe 
in Kalamazoo.  Carter uses the activities from 
“Kind of Pretty Women” as his inspiration for 
the games and warm ups in IT.  
  “Dylan and I have learned a lot there 


and have brought it to the table for IT,” said 
Carter. 
  In its second year, IT’s shows seem to 
be getting more and more popular.  IT was 
started last year by the drama teacher CeCe 
Weeks along with Carter and Ellie McIvor-
Baker, a LN graduate. 
 “[We wanted] to have an outlet… a 
different form of theater kids wanted to 
explore,” said Weeks.
  Leading an improv group is exciting for 
Weeks because the shows are different every 
time.
 “It’s not scripted so you can never 
perfect improv, and while you can improve 
upon games, they are never the same,” said 
Weeks.    
 With a full house every time, all this 
group can hope for is a consistent group of 
fans.  Soon enough they’ll have to move their 
shows from the choir room onto the main 
stage!    
 The players have high expectations for 
next year’s group.  Winnard, another captain, 
hopes to keep IT strong and expects a bigger 
turn out at auditions.
 “I hope that people who see the show 
will think it’s cool and try out,” said Winnard.


IT’s Second Year is Better than Ever
Jocelyn Hillard


Staff Writer


PEAK PERFORMERS in the ARTS
Anilash Panikulangara


Kristen Wehling
Guest Writer


Feature Editor


Junior Brittany Leigh has been singing 
since the age of three.  Her biggest 
influences in singing are Beyonce, Mary J. 
Blige, and Aaliyah.
 
“I like their style and how they sing.  They 
did everything and had no limits,” said 
Leigh.  Leigh wants to meet Beyonce.
“She can do more than sing.  She can act, 
she can write and do anything she puts 
her mind to,” said Leigh. 
 
Leigh likes to sing because it makes her 


happy.  At Loy Norrix, she is in the choir 
as well as Master’s Singers.  She mainly 
sings gospel and R&B.  Even though she 
is a good singer, Leigh does not want to 
pursue a future in singing, but instead 
wants to go into the music industry.
 
“I want to be famous in the music 
industry,” said Leigh.
 
She wants to go into the music industry 
because both of her parents did it.  Leigh’s 
father worked with Tupac for 14 years 
and also worked with Ice Cube on his last 
album.  Her mother worked a side job as a 
talent agent for Jeff Gordon.  Leigh really 
wants to pursue a career in this area and 
follow in her parent’s footsteps.


Senior Ryan Smith has been singing in 
choir ever since attending the Gagie 
School, where choir was mandatory.  
Performing has been a passion of his ever 
since.  
 
“I just really enjoy [performing]…it’s fun,” 
said Smith.
 
In addition to performing in musical 
theater and vocal productions, Smith is 
a participant of the improv team as well 
as forensics where he is a member of the 
multiple team. 
 
Smith is president of the choir and 
currently stars in the Loy Norrix musical, 
“Little Shop of Horrors” as Seymour 
Krelborn.  
 Norrix musicals have been a part 
of Smith’s life since his freshman year, 
performing first in “South Pacific” 
his freshman year, “Oklahoma!” his 
sophomore year, and “Pippin” his junior 
year.  Between performing for choir 
productions at Norrix, Smith participates 
in community theater at the Civic.  He has 
most recently been seen in “The Wizard of 
Oz” and “Ragtime .” 
 
As far as the future is concerned, Smith 
is sure he wants to continue musical 
theater, if only on the side.  Currently, 
Smith is undecided on where to attend 
college in the fall.  Smith would like to 
attend either DePaul University, Michigan 
State University, Kalamazoo College, or 
the University of Michigan and major in 
psychology and possibly pre-med or pre-
law.
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Sophomore Brenna Hill is a member of 
the Loy Norrix Band and has been playing 
musical instruments for nearly seven 
years, first starting with the piano.  Hill, 
in addition to the piano, has many other 
instrumental talents.  Hill plays the alto 
saxophone, which she began five or six 
years ago; the trombone, which she has 
been playing for two or three years; and 
the tenor saxophone which Hill began this 
year in addition to the banjo.
 
Hill began performing in band in 
elementary school.  Her inspiration stems 
from her neighbor Raymond Harvey, 
a Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra 
conductor who is an accomplished pianist 
and conductor.
 
In her spare time, Hill enjoys composing 
songs which she has only just recently 
begun.


“I’m starting to compose a little bit, suites 
I guess you could call them…little themes 
of parts I could throw together,” said Hill. 
 
Music is not Hill’s only talent.  Along with 
composing suites and performing in the 
band, she juggles and unicycles as well.  


Music is not Hill’s only talent.  
Along with composing in the 


band, she juggles and 
unicycles as well.


The Full Panini Club ($6.75) served with  a side 
of homemade potato chips and a dill pickle.


Ty Steffler, Dylan Rustenholtz, Charlie Winnard, 
and Annie Farner perform an improv game at 
one of IT’s shows. 
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	 The	New	York	Mets	have	
made	a	very	important	trade	
possibly	putting	them	above	the	
rest	of	the	National	League	teams.	
They	acquired	the	29	year	old	two	
time	Cy	Young	award	winner	(the	
highest	award	a	pitcher	can	win)	
Johan	Santana	from	the	Minnesota	
Twins for five young prospects. 
This	deal	was	almost	a	steal	for	
the	Mets	because	they	didn’t	lose	
any	main	players	from	last	year’s	
season	in	which	they	placed	second	
to	the	Philadelphia	Phillies.
	 In	the	NL	East	Philadelphia,	
New	York,	and	Atlanta	were	all	
very	close	in	the	playoff	race	last	
season.	The	Mets	were	only	one	
game	behind	and	the	Braves	only	
eight	games.
	 This	off-season	the	Braves	


The 2008 Season  
National League Preview 
The Mets Off-Season Victory


acquired great hitting first basemen 
Mark	Teixeira	which	will	only	
make	the	upcoming	season	closer.
	 In	the	NL	Central	it	was	
also	a	three-team	race	with	
Chicago	winning	the	division	and	
Milwaukee	behind	two	and	St.	
Louis	behind	seven.
	 The	Cubs	also	made	some	
good	off-season	moves	by	acquiring	
Kosuke	Fukudome	a	rising	star	
from	overseas.	They	also	still	have	
the	great	pitcher	Carlos	Zimbrano	
who	won	18	games	last	season.
	 The	NL	West	was	very	close	
last	post-season.	While	Arizona	
won	the	Division,	Colorado	was	
only	a	half	game	behind	and	San	
Diego	was	only	one	and	a	half	
games	behind.
	 It	looks	to	be	another	close	race	
in	the	NL	West	since	all	the	teams	
in	the	division	have	kept	the	same	
basic	rosters	since	last	season.


Mykul Platt
Sports Editor


Two Teams Race for the Top of 
American League Baseball


pays	close	attention	to	what	goes	on	
in	the	off	seasons.
	 Chemistry	teacher	and	JV	
softball	coach	Lynda	Stevens	
said,	“I	think	the	trade	[for	Willis	
and	Carbrera]	will	lead	to	more	
wins	and	more	consistency	for	
the	Tigers.”		Stevens	has	been	a	
baseball	fan	for	most	of	her	life	and	
follows	the	Detroit	Tigers	closely.
	 Many	baseball	fans	have	
noticed	that	a	more	consistent	
season	is	a	real	possibility	for	
the	Tigers	this	year,	but	they	
consistently	have	problems	with	
injuries	to	their	major	players.		Last	
year	this	was	the	main	problem	in	
Detroit’s	bid	for	a	return	trip	to	the	
World	Series.	
	 	The	Tigers	lost	Kenny	Rogers,	
Joel	Zumaya,	and	Nate	Robertson	
for	most	of	last	year	due	to	injuries.		
These	losses	hit	the	Tigers	hard,	
causing	them	to	lose	many	games	
because	of	a	lack	of	pitching.	
Zumaya	is	hurt	again	this	year	
and		will	miss	at	least	half	of	the	
upcoming	season.		Other	than	that,	
this	season	will	start	with	a	healthy	
pitching	rotation	that	is	thought	to	
be	one	of	the	best	in	the	game.		
	 Experts	believe	that	the	Red	
Sox	have	one	of	the	premier	
pitching	rotations	in	the	league,	
headed	by	the	future	hall	of	famer	
Curt	Shilling	and	anchored	by	the	
young,	but	talented	John	Lester	and	
Diasuke	Matsuzaka.		The	Tigers	
also	possess	an	amazing	rotation	


headed	by	one	of	the	best	young	
pitchers	in	Justin	Verlander	and	
anchored	by	the	veteran	pitcher	
Kenny	Rogers.
	 Alex	Schmidt,	senior	varsity	
baseball	player	said,	“The	Tigers	
are	going	to		dominate.		It	is	just	a	
question	of	whether	or	not	they	will	
play	well	in	the	post-season.”
	 With	the	combination	of	the	
line-ups	and	rotations	for	the	Red	
Sox	and	the	Tigers,	it	is	hard	not	to	
think	they	will	both	make	it	to	the	
American	League	championship	
game.  With the firepower they both 
possess,	they	should	not	have	a	
problem	with	any	other	team.	
The	New	York	Yankees	have	
been	the	best	team	in	baseball	for	
the	past	ten	years,	but	they	are	
becoming	an	older		and	slower	team	
and	have	not	been	to	the	World	
Series	since	2003.		That	may	seem	
like	a	short	time,	but	they	were	in	
the	World	Series	six	out	of	the	eight	
years	prior	to	2003.	
	 On	the	contrary,	the	dark	
horse	of	the	American	League,	the	
Cleveland	Indians,	are	too	young	
and	inexperienced	to	go	deep	
into	the	playoffs.		They	have	not	
gone	further	than	the	divisional	
playoffs,	so	they	might	have	trouble	
with the pressure filled games of 
late	October.		Out	of	these	four	
contenders	there	are	two	major	
threats,	Detroit	and	Boston.		Both	
teams	have	the	experience	and	
athleticism	to	go	very	far	into	the		
playoffs.	
	 With	the	line-ups,	pitching	
rotations, fielding, and experience 
between	these	teams,	it	would	
be	hard	to	say	they	won’t	make	
it	to	the	playoffs	in	October	and	
November.		The	Boston	Red	Sox	
and	the	Detroit	Tigers	have	the	full	
package.		No	other	teams	in	the	
American	League	have	every	aspect	
of	a	World	Champion	team	like	
these	two.		It	will	be	a	hard	fought	
battle	between	Boston	and	Detroit	
for	superiority	in	the	American	
League.


Kelllen Seaton
Staff Writer


Name: Matt Baker
Grade:10
Years Swimming: 2 
Favorite Stroke: Backstroke
Best time: 1:09 in 100 yd 
Backstroke
Favorite memory: 
“Swimapalooza.”
Team goals: “Second in 
conference.”


Name: TJ Carter
Grade: 12
Years Swimming: 4
Favorite Stroke: Butterfly
Best time: 58.3 in 100 yd 
Butterfly
Favorite memory: “Fresh-
men year riding in the vans 
to a meet with “Come Sail 
Away” by Styx blasting.”
Team goals: “Continue to 
grow as a team.”


Name: Michael Fales
Grade: 11 
Years Swimming: 1
Years Diving: 2
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: 30.58 in 50 yd  
Freestyle
Favorite memory: 
“Swimapalooza.”
Team goals: “Second in 
conference.”


Name: Anthony Lindahl
Grade: 10
Years Swimming: 2
Favorite Stroke: Butterfly
Best time: 59.07 in 100 yd 
Butterf;y
Favorite memory: When snow 
was put down his swimsuit. 
Team goals: “Make it to State.”


Name: David Wright
Grade: 11
Years Swimming: 3
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: 5:53 in 500 yd  
freestyle
Favorite memory: “The 
smiles on everyones face after 
we do good.”
Team goals: “Do good in 
conference.”


Name: Matt Dillon
Grade: 11 
Years Swimming: 3
Favorite Stroke: Breaststroke 
Best time:1:12 in 100 yd 
Breaststroke
Favorite memory: “When 
Chappy broke 30 seconds 
last year, the whole team 
went nuts.”
Team goals: “Second in 
conference.”


Name: Phillip Dinges
Grade: 10 
Years Swimming: 3
Favorite Stroke: Breaststroke 
Best time: 1:39 in 100 yd 
Breaststroke
Favorite memory: “Winning 
for the first time.”
Team goals: “To get better 
times.”


Name: Shane Duggan
Grade: 11
Years Swimming: 3
Favorite Stroke: Freestyle
Best time: 1:57 in 200 yd 
Freestyle
Favorite memory: “Going to 
state sophomore year.”
Team goals: “Second in con-
ference.”


	 With	the	monumental	trades	
during	the	winter	meetings,	two	
teams	elevated	themselves	above	
the	rest	in	the	American	League,	
Detroit	and	Boston.		Many	
experts,	like	ESPN		analysts	Peter	
Gammons	and	Buster	Olney,	
believe	that	after	the	Tigers	
acquired	Miguel	Cabrera	and	
Dontrelle	Willis,	it	put	them	in	the	
top	tier	of	the	American	League	
alongside	the	Boston	Red	Sox.
	 Experts	believe	that	this	trade	
gives	Detroit	the	best	hitting	line-
up	in	all	of	Major	League	Baseball.		
Boston	has	had	the	best	line-up	
for	the	last	few	years,	but	now	
people	believe	that	the	Tigers	have	
gained	the	last	key	pieces	in	the	
puzzle	toward	achieving	a	world	
championship.	
	 Not	only	did	the	Tigers		gain	
key	pieces,	but	they	also	re-
signed	many	key	players,	like	
centerfielder Curtis Granderson, 
pitcher Nate Robertson, left fielder 
Marcus	Thames,	and	future	hall	of	
fame	pitcher	Kenny	Rogers.		These	
players	were	the	main	reason	the	
Tigers	made	it	to	the	World	Series	
two	years	ago.		Curtis	Granderson	
may	be	the	biggest	re-signing	
because	he	is	likely	to	be	a	Gold	
Glove	winner	for	many	years	to	
come.		Boston	also	re-signed	many	
key	players,	like	catcher	Doug	
Mirabelli,	pitcher	Curt	Schilling,	
and pitcher Tim Wakefield.  These 
players	were	key	to	the	Red	Sox,	
as they finished out last season as 
World	Champions.					
	 Tyler	McGrail,	senior	at	Loy	
Norrix	and	a	varsity	baseball	
player	said,	“I	think	because	of	
the	trade	they	[the	Detroit	Tigers]	
will definitely go to the divisional 
playoffs	if	not	the	World	Series.”		
	 McGrail	has	been	following	
baseball	since	early	childhood	and	
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Name: JR  Reece
Grade: Senior


Sport: Bowling


Name: Tyler McCrary
Grade: Freshmen


Sport: Skiing


Name: Ondrea Hughes
Grade: Sophomore


Sport: Basketball


     Senior JR Reece has been bowling competitively since he was eight years old.  He started bowling in leagues at the 
local lanes before joining the Loy Norrix Men’s Bowling team his freshman year.
     Reece still continues to bowl in the leagues outside of the LN team, and some of his best achievements have come 
from bowling in these leagues. This year, Reece has bowled a 300 game, and a three game 795-pin series.  Reece has 
bowled a total of five perfect games in his career, with three coming in practice and two in league play.
     Reece was on the team in 2005 when the LN Men’s Bowling team won the State Championship.
This year for LN, Reece has been a dominating force in the SMAC.  He has been bowling well in tournaments this year, 
and recently placed fifth in the Loy Norrix Invitational.
     Reece is unsure this year about how far the team will advance in the district, regional, and state tournaments, but he 
has a very positive outlook on his chances as an individual.
     “I am going to State. I am going to win State,” said Reece.


     Freshman Tyler McCrary started skiing when he was two years old, but this is the first year he has raced on a 
competitive ski team.  This is also Loy Norrix’s first year to have a competitive ski team.
     McCrary has been very successful this season.  His top finishes have been in the top twenty of about sixty skiers.  
Although he is very good at downhill skiing, it is not his favorite skiing style. 
     “My favorite type of skiing would definitely be freestyle,” said McCrary.
McCrary recently placed 2nd in a freestyle competition at Bittersweet Ski Area that included slope style, big air, and a rail 
jam. He very nearly won, losing to the 1st place winner by three points.
     McCrary’s favorite skiing memory is from 6th grade when he went skiing on a class trip.  He went off a jump trying to 
impress his friends and landed on his head, knocking himself unconscious. 
     When McCrary is not skiing for the team, he is usually just having a good time skiing with friends and family.


     Sophomore Ondrea Hughes has been playing basketball since she was five years old.  Hughes has been on varsity 
since her freshman year and enjoys the fun get away that playing basketball provides. 
     The women’s varsity basketball team has been very successful this season.  Their current record is 16-3.  Hughes thinks 
the team’s greatest achievement so far this season has been going 7-0 in the SMAC. 
     “I think my greatest personal achievement this year is being named Co-Player of the Year in the SMAC,” said Hughes.
 This is an incredible achievement for a sophomore.
     Hughes hopes the team will continue their success into the district, regional, and state tournaments.  The team hopes 
to win the state championship.
     Although she is only a sophomore, Hughes is already planning on playing basketball in college.  With two more years 
to further improve her game, Hughes’ goal of playing college basketball should be obtainable.


Peak Performers in Sports
The Mets new pitcher Johan Santana was acquired from Minnesota in a five 
player trade.  The new Mets team looks to compete for the pennant this year.
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Dontrelle Willis and Miguel  Cabrera 
get ready to go from the Florida 
Marlins to the Detroit Tigers.
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Cats are relatively cheap; 
they need no leashes, 
because once again, 


they are smarter than 
dogs, and they can 


find their way home. 
Also, they need no 


toys because they can 
interest themselves all 


day long with one string 
of yarn.


Leann 
Peters, 
sophomore


Larry 
Benjamin, 
freshman


Lidia Lopez, 
junior


Alex Ruhs, 
freshman


Leeann Peters, sophomore


“No way! I like the block 
schedule... with that many 


hours, I’d be learning so much 
and forgetting it by the end of 


the day.”


Larry Benjamin, freshman


“I would feel like it would be 
more work for me to do.”


Lidia Lopez, junior


“I just would probably feel it’s 
a fast day. It would be really 


quick. It would feel like middle 
school a little bit.”


Alex Ruhs, freshman


“If they aren’t good classes, 
then I wouldn’t want to take 


them.”


     • School Spirit- Winterfest
 week was fun, and
 students are keeping up   
 the blue and white pride!
 Go Knights!


    • Snow Days- It’s always   
 fun to get a surprise day
 off, even if we have to   
 make them up.


    • Improv Team- When the  
 world sucks, it’s good
 that some people still
 make us laugh.


    •  Little Shop of Horrors-
 Have you seen the
 billboards? Come support
 the crazy antics of the
 plant!


     • Locked Doors in the
        Tower- One of them is
        open.... the other isn’t.
        We don’t want to walk
        ALL THE WAY AROUND!


     • Extreme temperatures in  
       classrooms- Some are like  
       the polar icecaps, some 
        feel like a hot summer’s
        day.


     • The school smells- Like 
        fish.... where does it come
        from?


     • Cell phone overuse- No,
        we don’t care what
        he said, or what she was 
        wearing, so please don’t
        yell it into your cell
        phone!


Props


Stops


#1 Stop: THE 
STUDENT 
PARKING LOT
Loy Norrix students 
are tired of the ice and 
snow in the parking 
lot, and the parking 
confusion; here’s what 
they have to say. 


“When they 
allow the snow 
to accumulate, 
it’s hazardous 
for student 
drivers
    - Shakia
      Evans,
      senior


Point / Counter-Point


“I usually have 
to park farther 
away so I don’t 
get parked 
in. It’s just 
annoying.”
    -Anita Tung,
      junior


 Picture 
it; you are 
coming home 
from what 
seems like 
the worst day 
you have ever 
had and you 
don’t feel like 


anyone cares 
about you.  All 


you need is someone or something 
to show you that they care.  When 
you walk into your house depressed 
and dejected, who meets you? Your 
loving and loyal dog that needs you.  
Your dog comes to the door with his 
or her tail wagging because you are 
home.  This makes you feel needed 
for the first time that whole day.  
 Cats, unlike dogs, could not 
care less if you had a bad day at 
school or if you need to have your 
spirits brightened.  Cats are too 
independent and don’t need people 
to make their day.  They do not 
need you to go to the bathroom, and 
they do not need you to play and 
have fun with them.  Cats tend to 
sleep all day and only come around 
when they need to be fed.
 A pet is a trained or tamed 
animal that is kept as a companion 
or cared for affectionately.  Cats 
are domesticated animals, but they 
could not care less if they are your 
companion.  Dogs, on the contrary, 
need you to be their companion as 
much as you need them to be yours.  
They need you to feed them, let 
them out to go to the bathroom, to 
play with them and to make them 
feel appreciated.  
 You can care about a cat, but 
there is no affection returned by a 
cat other than purring, and they do 
that all the time.  
 Dogs, on the other hand follow 
you around and want to be near 
you, which shows they need you.  
They wag their tail and lick you, 


which is way more affection than 
what you will ever get from a cat.  
Some dogs can even get sick when 
their owner leaves for a long period 
of time; they miss their owner that 
much.  Cats do not care if their 
owner is there or not, as long as 
they get fed.
 Worst of all, cats have highly 
hypoallergenic dander that can 
cause problems like coughing, 
sneezing, and more serious 
complications that can require 
hospitalization. Humans with dog 
allergies often suffer from less 
severe symptoms.
 While cats and dogs both have 
practical uses, cats can really only 
catch mice, but who really needs a 
cat to catch mice anymore?  More 
impressively, dogs have an intense 
sense of smell that can be used in 
many different ways.  Dogs can be 
used to detect drugs in many places 
like schools and airports, they can 
detect if a person has smuggled 
something into the country or if 
someone is holding illicit things on 
their person.  Best of all, dogs can 
detect bombs.  Dogs are a major 
part of bomb squads because they 
are so good at detection. Cats have 
no such ability.  
 Dogs are also used in sporting 
and many dogs are used for 
hunting.  The dogs find where 
birds are hiding in the brush and 
force them out, and after hunters 
kill them, dogs go and retrieve the 
birds.  Cats have no useful traits in 
this way. 
 Dogs are the best pets because 
they care about their owners and 
they need their owner, just like 
their owner needs them.  They need 
their owners for more than just the 
basics.  Cats are useless as a pet.  
They do not care if you are happy 
or sad, they do not care if you are 
around or not, all they care about is 
if you are going to feed them and 
clean up their poop.  Do you really 
want a pet that just eats, sleeps and 
poops?


Dogs Are the Best
Kellen Seaton


Staff Writer


 When 
I get home 
from school 
after a long 
day, my 
kitties watch 
me come 
in, put my 
stuff down, 
and plop 


wherever I decide to. They are 
hesitant to approach, but eventually 
one will come to cuddle. When they 
begin to cuddle, it is quiet and soft; 
just what I need to counteract my 
day at Loy Norrix. Why anyone 
would want to be accosted at the 
door by a barking, needy dog is 
beyond me. Even though they are 
very cute, dogs are too needy and 
loud to be good pets. Bottom line? 
Cats rool, dogs drool. 
 First off, dogs need to be 
walked in all sorts of weather. Cats 
train themselves. All you have to 
do is show a kitty where the litter 
box is once, and she will instantly 
know. Why? Because cats are 
smarter than dogs, hands down. It’s 
a scientific fact. Instead of having 
to walk a dog in the nasty Michigan 
winter, you should buy a kitty, and 
be worry free about their potty 
schedule and about leaving them 
home without walking them. 
 Dogs are also expensive. First 
you have to buy the leashes, then 
the toys, the pooper-scoopers, and 
the special teething bones. Cats 
are relatively cheap; they need no 
leashes because once again, they 
are smarter than dogs, and they 
can find their way home. Also, 
they need no toys because they 


“Mans Best Friends” Are Better Than Cats


can entertain themselves all day 
long with one string of yarn. Once 
you’ve got yourself your kitten and 
her shots and collar, all you need 
are food, bowls and a litter box, all 
of which can be bought cheaply at 
your neighborhood grocery store. 


 Lastly, dogs are smelly, 
requiring you to wash them. Cats 
wash themselves, smell clean, and 
don’t drool all over everything! 
Beware of that cute, cuddly ball of 
fluff puppy- he will one day turn 
into a drooling, smelly, large dog. 
On the other hand, cats just get 
cleaner as they get older. 
 While this is all good and fun, 
the truth is that both dogs and cats 
are increasingly abandoned on the 
street, being put to sleep at adoption 
centers and pounds. So whether 
you’re a cat fan or a dog fan, you 
should adopt a pet, and listen to 
Bob Barker; get your dog or cat 
spayed or neutered. 


Cats Rool, Dogs Drool
Kittens Offer Clean, Quiet Affection


Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


 You 
are slowly 
destroying the 
earth.
 But you 
probably 
knew this 
already.  
With the 


latest trends in advertising, it has 
been hard to avoid the constant 
guilt trip brought on by companies 
such as Philips and S.C. Johnson 
to buy more and more products 
that are either energy efficient, 
biodegradable, or otherwise 
“green.”  These products include 
light bulbs, cars, batteries, 
airplanes, cleaning supplies, and 
computers, among others.
 The sentiment is nice; “Live 
green, save some energy, preserve 
the environment,” but that isn’t 
necessarily the intent of the 
corporations and conglomerates. 
The reason companies, shops, and 
any such entities exist is solely for 
the sake of making money. That 
means befriending and swaying 
you, the consumer, to buy their 
goods or services.
 And what do consumers do? 
They do just what the title implies: 


consume. This is the fundamental 
flaw with the “green” fad currently 
sweeping the nation. It’s a common 
misconception that by merely 
buying green products you can do 
the environment a favor. This isn’t 
the case.
 The more you consume, the 
more of a product is made. The 
more products made, the more 
energy is used.  As such, in merely 
buying “green” products you are 
doing quite the opposite of your 
intent.
 If one really wants to live 
green, there are ways to do so 
without feeding the cash-hungry 
corporations and already failing 
American economy. Instead of 
buying a brand new car, stop 
driving your car when it isn’t 
necessary. Ride your bike or walk 
instead. If it is too cold to do 
so, take a city bus. It’s one less 
contribution of carbon dioxide 
emissions. These are just easy ways 
to start.
 Even hybrid automobiles 
contribute to such things as global 
warming. Many feel that hybrids 
are the savior discovery in the auto 
industry. Little do most realize 
that it takes energy to power and 
recharge the batteries that the 
hybrids use, and that the batteries 
will eventually require disposal. 
The energy used is oftentimes less 
efficient than merely using a car 


with a high mile-per-gallon rating 
or, not so surprisingly, riding a 
bike. It isn’t surprising that Honda, 
one of the leaders in alternative 
fuel methods, is an $84.2 billion 
corporation.
 Another way you can live 
green without breaking your 
budget or the ozone layer is to 
not use aerosols. Such aerosols as 
hair-spray, Lysol-type products, 
or Fabreeze destroy the o-zone 
layer, fueling such fires as global 
warming.
 Instead of buying bottled 
water, consider buying a permanent 
water bottle to fill and refill with 
filtered water from your tap. 
Companies such as Dasani and 
Aquafina that bottle and sell water 
aren’t regulated, and as such the 
water they bottle isn’t monitored 
and could house more minerals or 
life than desired in drinking water. 
Aside from that aspect, the plastic 
bottles are not biodegradable, and 
recycling companies can’t keep up 
with the amount of plastic bottles 
put into recycling.
 There are many ways to help 
reduce CO2 emissions, general 
pollution, and over-consumption 
that don’t involve taking the bait 
that so many companies feed you.  
Consider that next time you go out 
to buy your Phillips Wide-Screen 
Eco-Television or LED lightbulbs.


Thieving Green
How Corporations Work Your Conscience


Sean Stoto
A&E Editor


It’s Easy being 
green!


Here are some easy ways to 
help the environment:


• Ride or walk   
 your bike when it’s  
 nice outside


• Ride the city bus  
 if it is too cold


• Buy products   
 that use less   
 packaging


• Buy a reusable   
 water bottle to   
 fill and    
 refill from   
 the tap


• Stay away from   
 buying Aerosols   
 that are nOt cfc- 
 free
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Season Change for Women’s Tennis 
Proves Bad for High School Teams


Matt Evans
Asst. Business Manager


	 “It’s	[season	change]	
going	to	destroy	most	JV	
teams,”	said	Art	Williams	
who	is	the	coach	for	the	
women’s	tennis	team	at	Loy	
Norrix.	
	 The	problem	has	its	
roots	in	last	year’s	lawsuit	
filed by two high school 
girls	in	regards	to	the	season	
in	which	basketball	and	
volleyball	were	played.		The	
dilemma	that	erupted	within	
Michigan	high	schools	was	
centered	around	the	point	
that	the	women’s	basketball	
season	was	played	in	the	fall	
where	the	rest	of	the	United	
States	played	in	the	winter.	
College	scouts	would	not	
be	able	to	come	and	see	the	
women	play	and	the	athletes	
would	lose	the	chance	to	
receive	any	scholarships	for	
college	sports.	For	volleyball,	
Michigan	schools	played	
in	winter	but	everyone	else	
played	in	the	fall.	
	 Williams	wanted	tennis	
to	remain	as	is.		
	 “Change	everything	else,	
but	leave	tennis	alone,”	said	
Williams.		


	 Judge	Enslen	who	
was	the	Federal	Judge	in	
Kalamazoo	who	dealt	with	
this	case,	felt	that	more	
men’s	sports	were	played	
in	the	preferred	season	and	
women’s	sports	got	whatever	
was	left	over.	
 Enslen fixed the 
volleyball	and	basketball	
problem	by	switching	the	
season	to	be	in	sync	with	
the	rest	of	America	but	
also	created	a	whole	new	
“monster”	to	tackle:	what	to	
do	with	the	rest	of	the	sports?	
	 Williams	explained	the	
terrible	logic	that	he	felt	
Enslen	used	to	come	to	the	
conclusion.	Because	men’s	
tennis was developed first, 
they	got	to	pick	what	season	
they	played	in.	The	men	
picked	spring,	not	because	
it	was	the	optimal	season	
but	because	it	was	the	best	
alternate.	Tennis	can	only	be	
played	in	spring	or	fall.	The	
men	picked	spring	because	
the	football	and	soccer	
season	are	in	the	fall.	
	 Judge	Enslen	thought	
that	because	the	boys	got	
the first pick they must have 
chosen	the	better	season	and	
therefore	gave	spring	to	the	


		 “It’s	like	a	brotherhood,	
and	it	shows	on	the	court.	
Together	Everyone	Achieves	
More,”	said	senior	varsity	
basketball	forward	and	center	
Jordan	Laney,	referring	to	the	
recent	success	of	the	varsity	
boys’	basketball	team.
	 Tasting	victory	more	
often	than	in	the	previous	
years	has	been	the	situation	
for	this	newly	improved	
team.	The	boys	are	using	a	
combination	of	teamwork	
and	commitment	in	order	to	
reach	greater	heights.
	 The	keys	to	success	
for	the	team	have	been	said	
to	be	a		number	of	things.	
Playing	together	and	sticking	
together,	both	on	and	off	
the court is definitely an 
important	aspect	of	success.											
	 “No	one-man	team!”	
said	junior	forward	
Demetrius	Frierson.
	 Coming	to	agreements,	
staying	focused,	and	not	
being selfish plays its role as 
well.	The	team	as	a	whole	
relies	on	a	combination	of	
effort,	and	outworking	their	
opposing	team	as	a	ticket	to	
victory.	A	change	in	attitude	
is	responsible	for	the	recent	
success	as	well.
	 “Everyone	is	committed	
to	getting	better	and	
winning,”	said	Laney.		
	 Also,	the	way	the	team	
works the floor with plays 
and	execution	has	an	effect	
on	the	level	of	success	for	the	
team.
	 “We	stay	close	together	
instead	of	far	apart,”	said	
Max	Klepper,	a	guard	and	
forward	for	the	team.
	 One	thing	that	all	the	
teammates	agree	on	is	the	
level	of	support	that	they	


T.E.A.M: Together 
Everyone Achieves More
Varsity Basketball Learning the Importance of Unity


Ashley Davis
News Editor


receive	from	the	school.
	 “They	[the	school]	
support	us	most	of	the	time,	
but	it	could	be	much	better,”	
said	sophomore	guard	Jeff	
Hoskins.
		 It’s	no	a	secret	that	the	
amount	of	support	a	team	
receives	from	its	school	
affects	its	performance	
and	ability	to	win.	Laney	
believes	the	school	supports	
the	team	pretty	well,	but	it	
would	be	more	helpful	to	
have	a	student	section	that	
constantly	encourages	the	
team.
	 “Our	student	section	just	
sits	there	sometimes,”	said	
Laney.
	 Senior	forward	and	
center	Jacob	Tanner	agrees	
as	well,	“Our	student	section	
just	comes	to	hang	out,”	said	
Tanner.
	 Players	agreed	that	an	
extra	push	from	the	school	
would	increase	the	team’s	
level of confidence.
	 The	bond	between	
the	players	has	become	
extremely	strong.
	 “Everyone	gets	along,”	
said	senior	forward	Isaac	
Willhite,	a	guard	and	forward	
for	the	team.
	 The	boys	mentioned	
team	dinners	at	the	coach’s	
house	and	hanging	out	on	
days	there	isn’t	school.
	 “The	more	you	like	your	
teammates,	the	more	you’ll	
be	willing	to	do	for	them	and	
with	them	as	a	team,”	said	
Klepper.
	 Junior	guard	and	forward	
Quintrai	Lampkins	said,	
“Connection	is	everything.”		
	 The	players	made	it	very	
clear	that	a	team	without	
chemistry	cannot	function	
properly.
	 Practices	for	the	team	
have also been modified.


	 “People	are	more	
focused	in	practice,	and	we	
work	on	a	lot	of	plays,”	said	
Klepper.	Coach	Covault	is	
definitely working the boys 
much	harder.
	 “We	do	much	more	
conditioning	and	we	practice	
how	to	be		consistent,”	said	
Frierson,	which	is	most	
likely	the	reason	why	speed	
plays	such	a	key	role	within	
the	team	rather	than	size,	
with	the	tallest	player,	Max	
Klepper,	at	6’4.	The	team	
stays	ahead	of	the	game	
and	sometimes	prepares	
by watching film on their 
upcoming	opponents.
	 “We	watch	the	other	


Norrix Basketball 
Program Experiences 


Great Success


 Having one of their most successful seasons in years, 
both the men’s and women’s basketball teams were 
able to come together as a team and pull off a winning 
season. Both team’s emphasis on teamwork and unity 
played a large role in their overall success this year. 
  The women’s varsity team finished the season with 
the record of 20-4, winning the district tournament and 
making it to the first round of the regional tournament. 
The men’s team also had a winning record, finishing the 
season with a record of 16-7 and placing second in the 
district tournament. 
 Although the success of the basketball programs 
was an overall team effort, multiple players from both 
teams were named to the SMAC Central Division All-
Division basketball team. Additionally, the women’s head 
coach, Damian Smith, and the men’s head coach, Matt 
Covault were recognized as the Coach of the Year, and 
sophomore Ondrea Hughes was honored as the co-
player of the year for the division. 


team,	so	that	we	can	know	
what	they	run	and	how	we	
can	react	to	it,”	said	Laney.
	 Spending	more	time	
together	as	a	team	to	develop	
a	stronger	bond	is	a	form	of	
team	building	skills	for	the	
boys	so	that	they	can	become	
more	comfortable	with	each	
other.	The	basketball	players	
agree	that	success	will	
definitely be consistent as 
long		as	the	team	continues	to	
play	together.
	 “Our	success	will	be	
continual	as	long	as	everyone	
is	committed	to	listening	to	
the	coach	and	working	hard,”	
said	Laney.


girls	in	an	attempt	to	balance	
out	the	problem	of	good	and	
bad	seasons	among	gender	
oriented	sports.	His	intension	
was to benefit girls’ sports. 
	 “But	the	guy	didn’t	do	
his	homework	because	he	
actually	made	the	whole	
thing	into	a	lose	lose	
situation,”	said	Williams,	
frustrated.	
	 Williams	thinks	fall	is	
the	best	because	you	have	
all	summer	to	practice,	the	
weather	is	great	and	tennis	is	
a	social	sport	for	all	the	girls.	
Athletes	get	to	go	right	back	
to	school	and	practice	with	
their	friends	and	the	season	
is	really	short,	beginning	in	
late	August	and	ending	in	
October.	
	 “His	[Enslen’s]	efforts	
proved	to	be	the	complete	
opposite	of	what	he	planned	
because	of	the	density	of	
the	sports	in	spring.	J.V.	
teams	die	because	girls	are	
forced	to	choose	a	sport,”	
stressed	Williams	as	he	
rocked	in	his	leather	recliner,	
simultaneously	popping	
almonds	into	his	mouth	and	
taking	in	a	breath	to	speak.		
	 The	spring	sports	for	
women	are	tennis,	soccer,	


softball, track and field and 
lacrosse.		
	 “All	the	popular	girl	
sports	are	in	the	spring,	
tennis	and	soccer	compete	
with	the	same	kids,”	said	
Williams.	
	 Senior	Kelsey	
Hassvoort,	a	varsity	tennis	
player,	speaks	of	the	
season	change	with	a	new	
perspective.	
	 “After	we	[seniors]	
leave	there	won’t	be	much	
of	a	team	anymore,”	said	
Hassevoort	discouraged.
	 Hassevoort	went	from	
last	year	having	a	really	
strong	varsity	team,	where	
everyone	had	been	playing	
varsity	for	a	year	or	longer,	
to	this	year	where	currently,	
they	only	have	eleven	
members	out	of	a	12	spot	
varsity	team	and	no	one	on	
J.V.	She	moved	forward	on	
the	plastic	library	chair	in	a	
poised	position,	running	her	
hand	through	her	hair	as	her	
bangs	gracefully	fell	back	
on	her	forehead,	ready	to	
strike	back	with	an	excellent	
response.	
	 “We	need	to	recruit	
people	who	have	played	
tennis	before.	If	we	can	start	
building	the	J.V.	this	year	we	
will	have	people	to	pull	up	
onto	varsity	next	year,”	said	
Hassevoort.	
	 Hassevoort	thinks	that	
an	appeal	to	the	freshman		
can	create	a	solid	foundation	
to	build	the	program.	
	 That	is	exactly	what	the	
tennis	team	plans	on	doing	
next	year	according	to	LN	
junior	Maggie	Sikkema.	
	 “I	don’t	mind	that	
the	season	changed,”	said	
Sikkema,	but	she	doesn’t	like	
the	fact	that	participation	is	
down.	
	 “Many	girls	only	did	
tennis	because	they	didn’t	
have	a	sport	to	play	in	the	fall	
and	it	didn’t	compete	with	
soccer,	which	is	many	of	the	
girls’	main	sport,”	explained	
Sikkema.	
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lSmac Central Division Co-player 
of the year
lhonorable mention for the 
Associated press class a all-
state team


Ondrea Hughes


As only a sophomore Ondrea 
Hughes turned some heads with her performance during 
this years women’s basketball season.  Hughes recognizes 
that being honored as the co-player of the year and 
receiving honorable mention for the All-State First Team 
are quite significant accomplishments that required a lot 
of hard work and time to achieve. 
 “It’s just dedication. I just did what I know how to do,” 
said Hughes as she modestly described the work she put 
in to achieve these honors.


lAll-Division Team


Talisha Bridges


 Junior Talisha Bridges attributes her 
determination and hard work to her 
success during this basketball season.
 “I just give my all every time I get 
a chance to,” said Bridges.


 Sophomore Barbara Johnson has 
big plans regarding her basketball 
career. She believes that being 
nominated to the All-Division First 
Team will push her to work harder in 
basketball.
 “It feels like I accomplished something. It will make 
me want to work harder to stay there [where she is now] 
and to get better,” said Johnson. 


This basketball season junior Leo 
Gray strove to not only improve 
his individual game, but to also 
improve his team game.
 “I’ve been working on my jump 


shot, being a better teammate and 
a better team leader. I’ve opened my mouth more [on the 
court],” said Gray. 


 Junior Quinntrai Lampkins 
feels that the team was so 
successful this year mainly due 
to their ability to work together. 
 “We have team chemistry, 
everybody works together. Even if we argue, we don’t 
show it on the court,” Lampkins stressed. 


Leo Gray


Quinntrai Lampkins


Janell Smith 


Barbara Johnson


lAll-Division Team


lAll-Division Team


lAll-Division Team


lAll-Division Team


RAYMOND HALL
lAll-Division Team


Emily Rooney
Editor-in-Chief


Senior Rebecca Sinclair warms up for a tennis match at the Traverse City Invitational in the 2006 
tennis season. Due to the season change, the girls’ team has not practiced together for over a 
year. 


 Senior Janell Smith has dedicated 
a lot of time and effort to her game to 
obtain the success she has had in her 


basketball career. Smith is excited to 
play for the University of Michigan 
next year, and she hopes to be 
recruited for the WNBA after college. 


 “I’m gonna miss playing with the Lady Knights,” 
Smith expressed, even though she is excited to 
further her basketball career next year. 


Sophomore Andrae Greer dribbles the ball up court in the 
intense district championship game against Kalamazoo Central. 
This year the varsity team’s focus on team chemistry and unity 
led them to a record of 16-7. 


ANGELO	MURRAY	/	KNIGHT	LIFE


             Senior Raymond Hall strove to 
give it his all during this season. He 
feels it is a great accomplishment 
to be honored as part of the all-
division team. 


   “It feels good to be where I’m at and it doesn’t get 
any better,” said Hall. 





