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Deymeon
Todd, junior


Frank
Williams, 
Security 
Guard


Stuart 
Melvin, 
freshman


Deymeon Todd, junior


“I want to talk to my friends 
while I walk to the bathroom 


and [Officer Mc] Flether and the 
others watch me while I walk in 


the hallways”


Deontae Alexander, junior


“I think we should be able to go 
to the bathroom on our own.”


Frank Williams, Security 
Guard


“It’s the only way we found to 
keep students in the classrooms 
with minimal interruptions from 


hall traffic.”


Stuart Melvin, Freshman


“I don’t like quiet halls, because 
if you are sick, you can’t leave 
class unless your teacher calls 


security to escort you.”


  Prayer was 
taken out of 
school, but 
The Day Of 
Silence has 
been brought 
into the 
school.
	 The Day 
Of Silence 


is a project 
that consists of a vow of silence 
for the entire school day to raise 
awareness about gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender students 
who have remained silent through 
harassment. At the end of the 
silence participants can host a series 
of follow up events to educate their 
communities on how to keep the 
SILENCE FROM CONTINUING.
	 Why do homosexual, lesbian, 
gay, and transgender students 
need to call so much attention to 
their sexual preference? School is 
basically to prepare students for 
success, not to stress your sexuality. 
Some may say that it is educational 
to learn about sexual preferences, 
but we enroll in school to move 
forward, graduate and continue 
on to the job market and become 
successful. We are not in school to 
focus on which sex is with which. 
	 Often occurring in public 
schools there’s been bullying, 
harassment and prejudice. Many 
students have had to go through 
these things just to be an individual. 


For example, black students have 
been harassed and bullied for 
the color of their skin, which is 
something they can’t change, hide 
or take back. Jews had to endure 
much suffering because their 
religious views were different from 
some people.
	 If there was a Day of Silence 
for every problem that you’re going 
to face then we would never be 
able to get anything done in the 
school day. I also feel that your 
sexual preference isn’t anyone’s 
business and having a national 
recognition during the school day 
is very inappropriate. It distracts 
the students who are ignorant 
to why there are other students 
not speaking. It may take away 
instructional time from those 
who come to school to get their 
education.
	 The Day of Silence is not 
effective because if you want to 
demonstrate the suffering you have 
gone through keeping silent is not 
the way to do it. I don’t see why 
you would want to be silent again; 
it defeats the purpose of being able 
to express yourself.
	 I embrace all people. It 
doesn’t matter whether they 
are homosexual, lesbian, gay, 
transgender, black, white, U.S. 
Citizen or not. We are all God’s 
children and deserve to be loved, 
but there is a time and place 
for everything and school isn’t 
the place to discuss your sexual 
preference.


Xi’ange Shannon
Staff Writer


The D.O.S. is not for school!


Point / Counter-Point


    • New President- After 
	 eight years, ANY change 
	 will be great!


    • Spring Break- A week’s
	 possibility to escape
	 snow in April!


    • Little Shop!- Because
	 Carl Depew as a
	 greaseball, Annie Farner
	 as a dumb blonde, and
	 Ryan Smith as a nerd
	 sure tickled our funny
	 bones!


     • Barak Obama’s Race 
	 Speech- Honesty is a
	 GOOD thing.


     • School Shootings- We’re 
       tired of violence in schools.


     • Hallway Wanderers- No,
       we aren’t trying to listen in
       class, go ahead and yell to
       your friend down the
       hallway!


     • Old weight room
        equipment- The treadmill
       doesn’t work, the weights
       are old, and half the
       benches are all torn up.... it’s
       time for an upgrade!


     • Geese on the sports
        fields- There’s a fake fox to
        scare them away...
        Hopefully they won’t get
        hit by a soccer ball!


# 1 Stop: 
Public displays of 
affection (PDA) in 
the hallways


What is it about the 
Norrix hallways that 
screams ROMANCE!? 
Here’s what  LN 
students have to say:


Props


Stops


	 When 
I was a little 
tike, I was 
brainwashed by 
society. Britney 
Spears lured me 
into her world, 
full of dancing, 
singing and 
glamour. As the 


role model for  little girls growing 
up in the 90’s, Britney was my 
favorite pop star. I devoured her 
music, the same as countless other 
young girls did. I continued this 
idolization of Britney until, “Oops 
I did it again,” became a little 
too much. It’s a good thing that I  
stopped looking up to her when I 
did; look at her now. What if I still 
followed in her footsteps? 
	 The problem is that many 
teens of my generation still look 
up to their pop star icon, icons that 
treat woman like they are good for 
only feeding this world with sex. 
Consequently, as a woman I have 
to experience the consequences 
of their bad decisions. Even when 
I walk in the halls at Loy Norrix, 
I feel like students don’t give me 
or any other random girl enough 
respect because I am a woman, like 
getting barked at in the hallways. 
That is so uncalled for. 
	 Everywhere you turn, you 
see girls half naked in magazine 
advertisments featuring clothes, yet 
barely wearing any because “sex 
sells. ”What’s next? Guys with their 
shirts off “sportin” their six packs 
selling fertilizer just to make soccer 
moms go out and buy a bag? 	
	 We see these advertisments 
all the time in our daily lives in 


magazines, on television, in music 
videos, on billboards and in pop-
ups on the computer.  Even if we 
just glance at these things everyday, 
it  subconsciously sends a message 
to our brain. The message is that 
the people in these ads are what we 
need to represent in ourselves. So 
we as individuals and as a society 
start molding ourselves slowly into 
this national trend of being bawdy 
and vulgar.
	 For girls, we have more body 
parts that the media focuses on. It’s 
not against regulations for movies 
to expose the full body of a woman, 
but  it’s considered (by the rating 
system) porn if you see mens’, “sun 
don’t shine” area. Why is this okay? 
This world is dominated by men, 
that’s why.
	  Maybe, as females, our 
troubles start with us. Think 
about yourselves ladies, do we 
become sex symbols because 
society brainwashed us? Or have 
we always flaunted our stuff and 
society just endured it? If so, then 
this is degradation by the opposite 
sex is our fault. If we don’t lower  
our standards, maybe more men 
will respect us as individuals, not 
inanimate objects to please their 
needs. 
	 It’s okay not to wear makeup 
sometimes or come to school 
wearing “sweats.” There are guys 
out there that will love us because 
of our exceptional talents and how 
we laugh.	
	  I know what it’s like to feel 
like you need to live up to certain 
sexual standards to feel accepted 
by guys. Yet, the thing is no matter 
what, our friends will always be 
the people we come crying to. Let’s 
focus on friendship, not sex, or 
feeding this sex-driven world with 
just some more junk.  


The Overflow of Sex in the Media 
Brainwashes the Exposed


Kayleigh Sholes
Copy Editor


The Day of 
Silence, which 
was founded 
in 1996, is 
primarily 
a student 
protest that 
calls attention 
to the 
many ways 


lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
students are silenced about their 
sexual orientation by bullying 
and harassment. Participants do 
not speak throughout the day to 
represent the many ways that LGBT 
students must remain silent about 
their sexual orientation.
	 On February 12, 2008, 
Californian eighth grade student 
Lawrence King was silenced 
forever, killed by a gun shot, 
because of his sexual orientation. 
This year’s Day of Silence on April 
25 will be held in his memory. 
King’s murder on school property 
represents all that the sponsors 
of the Day of Silence the Gay, 
Lesbian, Straight Education 
Network hope to call attention to 
with their yearly protest. His death 
serves as an example to all that 
bullying and harassment are not the 
only means that are used to force 
LGBT students into silence. His 
death is an extreme case of how 
LGBT students are silenced by their 
own peers.
	 Some people feel that a day 
of silence is not an effective way 
to spread the message of LGBT 
support because it is just that, silent. 
Silence may seem like a odd way to 
protest bullying and harassment, but 
when it is examined properly, the 
Day of Silence is the perfect course 
of action for students who want to 


show their support. 
	 Just because a protest is 
silent does not mean that it goes 
unnoticed. It may seem like a small 
act, but even if supporters only 
get noticed for the Day of Silence 
shirts, it’s enough. It’s enough 
for people to know that they are a 
supporter.
	 If there are some questions, 
Day of Silence participants are 
given cards to pass out explaining 
the event. It’s all about showing that 
you are a supporter and that you 
are against LGBT discrimination. 
The day is about demonstrating that 
you are supporting those who suffer 
from bullying on a regular basis and 
letting them know that they are not 
alone. 
	 The silence, though it is 
meaningful in itself, has purpose 
other than representing the silence 
that LGBT students face. Silence, 
unlike the traditional protest in 
which signs are carried and mottos 
are shouted, is non-disruptive to 
the school environment, allowing 
supporters to participate without 
causing a substantial disruption. 
This lack of a substantial disruption 
is very important, as the protest 
against bullying and harassment 
is for students to support other 
students in the school environment, 
where most LGBT students are 
bullied, harassed and verbally 
assaulted with terms like “that’s 
so gay.”  This type of harassment 
can evolve into violence based on 
sexual orientation much like in the 
case of King.
	 The Day of Silence sends 
the message better than any loud 
march through the halls of Loy 
Norrix could. It is a non-disruptive, 
symbolic protest that allows 
students to speak out against 
bullying and harassment without 
saying a word.


“What are You Going to do to 
End the Silence?”
 Day of Silence Appropriately Combats Harassment


Alison Alessi
Assistant to the Editor-in-Chief


The Day of 
Silence is a 
student-led 
day of action 
to take a vow 
of silence in 
support of 
ridding schools 
of anti-LGBT 


(Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, 


Transgender) bias that LGBT 
students face in our society, but is 
silence really golden?  Remaining 
silent for an entire day can be taken 
advantage of by students who do 
not understand the full meaning 
behind this day of remembrance 
and support of those who are 
LGBT.  
	 At Loy Norrix in past years I 
have seen many students actively 
participate in the Day of Silence, 
and I have witnessed several who 
are passionate about the day and 
what it stands for.  However, for 
all of those actively participating 
to support this cause, there have 
been others who do not understand 
the Day of Silence and abuse 
this project of the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN).  
	 Year after year I overhear 
students making such remarks as, 
“Hey, if I participate in the Day 
of Silence I don’t have to talk in 
class today!”  These students are 
being disrespectful towards those 
who have suffered because of 
their sexual orientation in which 
their supporters are trying to stand 
up for ending the abuse.  Not 
only are these students are being 
disrespectful, but it is likely they 
are ignorant of the day’s meaning.  
It is a day meant to commemorate 
someone who has been ridiculed 
because of their sexual orientation, 
not to get out of participating 
in class which is a common 
misconception.  Those participating 
must answer questions directly 
asked by their teachers, otherwise 
the Day of Silence would not be 
allowed on school property. 
	 Because of the silence, students 
participating cannot fully express 
their reasons for participating in the 
Day of Silence.
 	 The lack of communication 
is essential to the purpose of the 
Day of Silence, but participators 
cannot explain to a curious student 


what the Day of Silence stands 
for.  Instead, participators must 
take a few precious minutes out of 
their silent day to write answers, 
conversations, or statements on 
pieces of paper.  This wastes 
time and defeats the purpose of 
the absence of communication to 
represent the silence LGBT citizens 
experience when they face violence 
and prejudice on a regular basis.  
Communicating with others via 
paper does not represent the silence 
that suppresses these individuals.  
	 A better way of expressing 
your reason for participating is to 
simply state it.  I know that these 
participators are trying to prove 
a point, but speaking out for the 
rights of LGBT people would seem 
more effective.  This makes people 
aware of the problem and can bring 
about active discussion.  Remaining 
silent contradicts the desire for 
freedom of speech and expression 
for LGBT rights.  
	 Unfortunately, the Day of 
Silence prohibits the action of 
speaking out.  Therefore, students 
who would like to know more 
about the day or would like to know 
why a student is participating must 
wait a few moments for it to be 
written out on paper.  This does not 
convey the true emotions of the 
person participating no matter how 
heartfelt or descriptive the message 
they write out is.  
	 Instead of being silent, students 
should speak out about the violence 
towards LGBT students.  The 
silence is in honor of those who 
have fallen victim to violence and 
abuse who have remained silent 
themselves.  A peaceful assembly 
and commemoration can still be 
initiated while talking.  
	 The purpose of the Day of 
Silence is great and its intentions 
are whole-hearted, but the Day of 
Silence loses its meaning when 
students participate in order to 
not speak in class.  In this sense 
it can be more disruptive than 
the act of speaking.  The Day 
of Silence hinders the rights to 
freedom of speech.  The purpose 
of not communicating is defeated 
by writing on paper and does 
not represent the silence faced 
by LGBT citizens in our society.  
Speak out peacefully about your 
cause instead of suppressing your 
true feelings.  Speaking out is a 
much better way to express yourself 
than joining unruly acts of protest 
or remaining silent.    


Kristen Wehling
Feature Editor


Purpose Gets Lost in Protest


Deontae 
Alexander, 
junior


“Some people 
just need to get 
a room”
 -Shelbie
  Quackenbush,
  junior


It’s disgusting. 
especially 
certain 
couples.
-Lance Clark,
  senior
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	 A man walks up with a manila 
envelope and pulls out… a laptop?
	 The revolution-airy MacBook 
Air by Apple is about as thick as 
your finger, or approximately .76 
inches.  Can this thin laptop still 
pack the punch needed to keep up 
with its predecessors such as the 
MacBook Pro?
	 This very thin computer still 
has a full size display, a 13.3 inch 
diagonal glossy widescreen with an 
extremely crisp visual that leaves 
the eye substantially satisfied. 
Unfortunately, the MacBook Air 
only comes with a glossy screen, 
so those looking for an outdoor 
computer are out of luck due to the 
high glare a glossy screen creates.
	 Not only does the MacBook 
Air have a full size screen but it 
has a full size backlit keyboard. 
Usually when laptops become 
thin, they also lose the luxury of a 
comfortable keyboard. This is not 
the case with the Air. The Air has a 
perfect size keyboard and the keys 
work effortlessly. Right under the 
keyboard by the “enter” key are the 
speakers to the MacBook Air. These 
speakers might as well not exist 
with the low sound quality they 
have. The speakers are hard to hear, 
and if you didn’t know where they 
were located you wouldn’t even see 
them.
	 Located below the keyboard 
is the touch pad that controls 
the mouse on the screen. 
Normally these touch pads are 
self explanitory, but this one has 
features similar to that of the 
iPhone’s. With a few simple swipes 
and pinches on the keyboard, you 
can zoom in or out of a website 
or pictures, rotate your pictures, 
and move from one 


MacBook Air: 
Cool as Ice or Silly as String?


Renee Macdonald
Layout Editor


website to the other. This feature 
works nicely and saves one a lot 
of time from moving the mouse 
around looking for the right buttons 
to click.
	 The design of the Air is 
very aerodynamic. There are no 
external plugs that are seen at first 
glance. It all looks like one piece, 
and it is possibly one of the most 
aesthetically pleasing laptops out 
there. Do not be deceived, there 
is still a place to plug in your 
flash drive. A compartment on the 
underside of the Air pulls down to 
expose a USB port, a micro-DVI 
slot (which allows connections 
to projectors), and a headphone 
jack. Due to the awkward placing 
of these outlets, not all devices 
plugged in will connect. Without 
the help of a USB cable, connecting 
your flash drive to the MacBook Air 
is difficult. Getting a clear sound 
from the headphones is possible, 
but still difficult due to the awkward 
placing.
	 In theory, the Air has a battery 
life of five hours. Trials done at 
engadget.com only managed 3 
hours and 35 minutes, even when it 
was only being used lightly. For a 
person who travels a lot this could 
be a problem, especially since the 
battery is not user friendly when it 
comes to replacing it. 
	 Don’t expect to break this 
laptop easily either. The MacBook 
Air retains a metal frame, making 
it durable. While most ultra-
light laptops switch to plastic or 
aluminum in order to cut weight, 
the Air manages to keep its light 
weight with a full metal frame.
	 With a slower 80 gigabytes and 
a 1.8 inch drive, the Air lacks the 
same power as an average laptop 
(which usually use a 2.5 inch drive) 


	 To any form of entertainment 
with sound, music is almost as 
important as the work it represents. 
The right music can often send 
the intended message or set the 
right mood to an audience more 
effectively than anything else 
present in the work. Certain radio, 
movie and television franchises can 
instantly be identified by simply 
playing the first few notes of the 
theme. 
       The same holds true for the 
medium of videogames, where 
the soundtracks for videogames 
are gaining as much attention and 
recognition as the soundtracks for 
the more accepted establishments of 
television, film, and radio. As more 
and more games reach popularity 
with the mainstream public, so does 
the games’ music; with the themes 
reaching the same iconic status as 
the main characters of the games 
themselves. While most people 
might not be able to name all of 
the main characters of the popular 
“Legend of Zelda” or “Metal 
Gear Solid” game series, they can 
certainly hum the melody of the 
games’ theme.
	 Videogame music has 
existed for as long as videogames 
themselves. In the early days of 
videogames music was often used 
simply as a few notes introducing 
the game.  The limited technology 
available at the time prevented any 
further musical sounds from being 
used without causing the gameplay 
to suffer as a result. The songs 
were also composed of simple blips 
and beeps. Still, game designers 
were able to take advantage of 
the technology available, with the 
introductory themes to such popular 
early games as “Pac Man” and 
“Donkey Kong” which helped add 
to the games appeal. 
	 As videogame technology 
progressed, the tools available 
to game designers allowed game 
music to move beyond simple 
introductory melodies and actually 
form short songs that could be 
looped during gameplay.
	 The many tracks put forth by 
vintage videogames are not only 
classics, though. They are also 
stepping-stones, inspiration for the 
youth growing up in the age of 8-
bit.
	 Since the late 1990s, acts have 
been appearing in the underground 
music scene that incorporate the 
sounds of classic videogames 
into their music. They take each 
individual blip and bleep, each 
crunch and muted thump, and 
reform them into fast-paced, midi-
blasting dance music. This is called 
bitpop, a play on the popular music 
genre britpop.
	 One artist known as Pixelh8 
(pronounced Pixel Hate) creates 
his sound using software 
originally utilized in the Nintendo 
Entertainment System and other 
videogame consoles. He utilizes 
the techniques of circuit bending 
and chip tune to make absolutely 
original music, unlike most 
electronic musicians who alter 
samples recorded elsewhere. Every 
beat and synth wave he uses is 
entirely unique.
	  He recently wrote software 
designed for the Gameboy Advance 
that basically turns the handheld 
gaming system into a miniature 
synthesizer by turning each button 
into a key that has an entirely 


This is Music:
and because of this, the Air loads 
videos and such at a slower pace 
than most computers. The 1.8 inch 
drive is used in many portable 
media players.
	 Wireless plays a big role 
with the MacBook Air, as the 
Air is supposed to be completely 
wire free. It accomplishes this by 
being able to connect with other 
computers, both other Macs and 
PCs, to download what you need. 
	 This truly light and portable 
laptop can be used completely free 
of messy wires. An external CD 
drive for the Air can be purchased 
for $99, so CD’s and DVD’s aren’t 
completely obselete. Purchasing 
the external CD drive is highly 
recommended, especially for those 
who don’t have a desktop computer. 
However, don’t expect to be able 
to burn or rip CD’s wirelessly. The 
wireless capability is meant to only 
be used for installing applications, 
downloading data, or reinstalling 
the OS (Operating System). On the 
plus side, when you use them, the 
wireless capabilites work flawlessly.
	 At 3.0 pounds, the upgraded 
version of the MacBook Air is a 
whopping $3,098. The downgraded 
version is still a pricey $1,799. 
While the upgraded version is 
worth it, the better equipped 
MacBook Pro is only around 
$1,500. The MacBook Pro has more 
power, more memory, and has more 
going for it than the MacBook Air. 
	 The Air is truly a light laptop, 
excellent for frequent travelers, so 
long as they don’t travel too long 
due to the Air’s short battery life. 
Because of the Air’s setbacks, this 
laptop wouldn’t make a very good 
primary machine, and not many 
people could afford $3,000 for a 
second computer. The Air hits a 
certain target audience and hits 
them well. For everyone else, take 


a look at the MacBook Pro. This 
slim and savory Apple Air 


receives 3.5 apple 
rating out of 5.


VIDEOGAMES
Andrew Chapman


Sean Stoto


A&E Editor
Comics Editor


customizable sound. Pixelh8 is 
partially responsible for bitpop’s 
currently rising popularity, as he 
was an opening act for the popular 
pop artist Imogene Heap during a 
past tour.
	 Nullsleep is another bitpop act 
who has left a mark on the culture. 
The brain behind Nullsleep is a 
man named Jeremiah Johnson. He 
creates romantic pop music derived 
entirely from videogames, as the 
genre implies. He is a prominent 
artist, and renowned as one of the 
best.
	 In the process of creating 
Nullsleep, he also co-founded a 
group by the name of 8bitpeoples. 
8bitpeoples is a DIY record label 
and arts collective focusing on 
vintage videogame systems and the 
8-bit subculture. The label has put 
out numerous compilation albums, 
as well as a tribute album to the 
classic electronic artist Kraftwerk, 
having all of the songs done in an 
8-bit format.
	 Videogame music didn’t 
stop at the 8-bit format, though. 
As technology advanced, more 
and more games came with 
original soundtracks performed 
instrumentally and recorded. Not 
only that, but many games featured 
songs performed by popular 
composers and artists, which added 
much appeal.
	 One game known for its 
soundtrack is “Jet Set Radio” 
(released as “Jet Grind Radio” in 
the United States). The soundtrack 
featured songs from artists such 
as Rob Zombie, Jurassic 5, and 
Cold. It also featured many original 
tracks written specifically for the 
game by popular composer Hideki 
Naganuma. Naganuma is famous in 
his own rite because of his original 
music, so it was a big attraction 
(especially in Japan) for gamers.
	 The “Grand Theft Auto” line 
of games also featured expansive 
soundtracks of popular songs. Each 
“Grand Theft Auto” game was set 
in a different decade. For instance, 
“Grand Theft Auto: Vice City” was 
set in the 1980s. As such, artists 
such as Judas Priest, Wang Chung, 
INXS, and Bryan Adams are 
featured.
	 The videogame industry 
has recently brought its musical 
influence to a new level, though, 
with popular interactive music 
games, such as “Dance Dance 
Revolution,” “Guitar Hero,” and 
“Rock Band.”  These games are 
rhythm based, forcing the player 
to perform in tune with the song 
playing, whether that be through 
virtual music instrument or dance 
sequence.
	 Starting in 2005, videogame 
music made a significant leap in 
its march towards mainstream 
popularity. A concert known 
as Videogames Live began its 
global tour. Videogames Live 
features the music of popular 
videogame franchises such as 
classics like the “Mario,” “Sonic,” 
and “Castlevania” titles, to more 
modern fare such as “Halo,” “God 
of War,” and “World of Warcraft,” 
played entirely by orchestra. The 
tour has become very popular and 
has attracted a great amount of 
media attention and praise.
	 As videogame music continues 
to break its way into the mainstream 
media, it won’t be long before the 
game composer becomes as popular 
as the top 40 musical artists and a 
videogame is as anticipated for its 
soundtrack as it is for its gameplay.


Albums to Check Out


“Voices of the 
LIfestream”  is a tribute 
album to Final Fantasy  
VII done by various 
artists.


	 They are your peers, your 
classmates, your teammates, and 
your best friends. However, at a 
different time and a different place 
they’re space marines, athletes, 
warriors, sports coaches, wizards, 
soldiers, racers, and generals; 
fighting never-ending wars and 
playing never-ending seasons 
against challengers from all over 
the world. They’re the online 
gamers of Loy Norrix High School, 
members of a growing subculture 
that is slowly beginning to cross 
over into the mainstream.
	 In the last decade online 
gaming has grown exponentially 
in popularity and availability. 
What was once a luxury for only 
a handful of gamers has expanded 
to become a staple of most modern 
videogames. With a fanbase of 
millions worldwide, an online 
gaming subculture has spawned 
with its own humor, lingo, clothing, 
and gatherings.
	 But what exactly is online 
gaming? The internet connects 
computers worldwide to share 
data, media, and information with 
each other. When you game online, 
this connection is used to connect 
you and the game you are playing 
(if it’s online enabled) with other 
people on a server where you can 
play with each other. Online games 
are sometimes subscription based, 
where you have to pay a minimal 
monthly fee to play online or have 
access to extra bonus content. 
Some games are designed to be 
played entirely online. The number 
of players can range from two 
to several thousand (if you are 


The Double Life of LN Students
Andrew Chapman


Comics Editor


playing an RPG that takes place in a 
massive free-roaming world).
	 Many different game genres 
have been adapted to have some 
sort of online play. The most 
popular of these has been the 
RPG (roleplaying game), shooters 
(primarily first-person, but some 
third-person, too), RTS (real-time 
strategy), and sports. Other genres 
that have made the transition 
include stealth, fighting, music-
based, and puzzle games.
	 What makes online gaming 
so appealing and different than 
normal gaming is the people. When 
you game online you are gaming 
against other people who range in 
experience, style, and skill.
	 “You’re playing with a huge 
amount of people, with different 
play styles and strategies,” said 
LN junior David “Abe” Epskamp-
Hunt. Hunt mainly plays massive 
multiplayer RPGs, games where 
strategy relies heavily on the 
customization of your character (be 
it with spells, attacks, or statistical 
values that measure a character’s 
abilities).
	 Your opponents are constantly 
changing; you rarely have the same 
encounter twice and can never truly 
create the perfect strategy. This 
experience isn’t limited to when 
you’re facing someone, but also 
when you are working with them. 
The cooperative and team play adds 
a strategy element that is unique to 
each player; no two players share 
the same online experience.
	 This need to interact as well as 
the ability to vocally communicate 
brings a social aspect to online 
games that has led to numerous 
friendships from players across the 
world through online gaming; even 


a few romances as well.
	 “You meet people all over the 
world who you can communicate 
with on a daily basis,” said senior 
Michael Sortland. Sortland likes 
to play shooters as well as some 
racing and sports games, all the 
while making plenty of friends 
online, even meeting a few in real 
life.
	 Online gaming has garnered 
a lot of attention and controversy 
from critics and supporters alike, 
with topics ranging from gameplay 
addiction to the social aspects of 
each game. Gameplay addiction 
of one of the most controversial 
aspects of online gaming. Due 
to a high amount of depth and 
competition present in online 
games, a small amount of players 
have become totally consumed in 
playing online games, often to the 
point of addiction.
	 “It’s hard to tell, since I’ve 
been playing since I was nine; but 
I’m about to graduate and go to 
college, so I really don’t think it’s 
affected me,” responded senior 
David Geer. A shooter and sports 
game fan, Geer finds the time to 
play between schoolwork and a job, 
and has successfully managed to 
balance the three.
	 Both Hunt and Sortland 
admitted to gaming up to 40 hours 
a week, while Geer plays up to 20; 
however neither think that online 
gaming has gotten in the way of 
their lives.
	 As gaming technology 
continues to develop, so will online 
gameplay. With a user base in 
the millions, online gaming will 
continue to help shape the future of 
videogames.


Online the Sky Really 
is the Limit


“Electric Heart Strike” 
by Nullsleep is heavily 
influenced by video 
game themes.
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	 With last year’s record of 
7-28 overall, the Loy Norrix 
Varsity Softball team is hoping 
for improvement and positive 
changes that come along with the 
beginning of the new season.  The 
Lady Knights will be led by a 
new coaching staff this year, Head 
Coach Samantha Conley and Co-
Coach Duane Knight.
	 Although the girls struggled 
through last season, they now know 
their strengths and weaknesses, and 
are anticipating becoming more 
successful this year.
	 Starting off her third season 
on the varsity team, junior Raven 
Richmond knows what it takes to 
be successful.
	 “Our biggest struggle is 
togetherness.  But when we work 
as a team, we do good,” said junior 
Raven Richmond.
	 Senior and first baseman, Katie 
Therkildsen, agrees with Richmond 
that teamwork is the hardest part.
 “It’s hard getting the team focused 
and getting into the game.  But 
I love the feeling when things 
go right, when we work hard,” 
Therkildsen said.
	 The girls worked hard 


	 Every two years every country 
comes together and competes 
in series of events to try an win 
metals. Gold for first place, silver 
for second place, and bronze for 
third place. Just like we have the 
Olympics we have the Winter X-
Games and Summer X-Games, but 
we have them every single year. 
The X-Games is the premier action 
sports event in the world. 
	 For four days every January 
some of the most extreme athletes 
in the world compete in skiing, 
snowboarding and snowmobiling 
events. These events are held in 
Aspen, Colorado at Snowmass, a 
world known ski resort.
	 Snowboard super pipe is a half-
pipe in a semi-circle ramp that goes 
down hill. The height is between 
12 to 21 feet. The snowboard 
competitors perform tricks while 
going from side to side and going 
above the sides of the half-pipe. 
	 Boarder cross or boarder x is 
when several riders, usually 4 to 
6, race a track that is made like a 
motorcycle motocross track with 
jumps, berms, and other difficult 
obstacles while going downhill. 
There are several heats and two 
people from each heat advance to 
the next round.
	 Snowboarder slope style is 
when the rider is able to choose 
what way he or she wants to go 
down the course. The course 
consists of many terrain features 
such as rails, bumps, jumps and 
boxes. Judges decide who the 
winner is based of the difficulty of 
their tricks.
	 Snowboarder big air is a new 
competition at the X-Games. The 
boarder speeds down hill and they 
do one huge, difficult trick. They 
get scored for how difficult the 
jump is. The snowboarder takes 
three runs. 
	 Shaun White is probably 
one of the most widely known 
snowboarders worldwide. He has 
competed at the winter and summer 
X-Games. He also competes 
in skateboarding events. At the 
winter X-Games During the big air 
competition, Shaun White broke his 
board during practice. White rode 
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Name: Clinton Buell
Grade: Sophomore


Sport: Varsity Golf


Name: Grace Kinnison
Grade: Senior


Sport: Varsity Softball


Name: Michael Bruny 
Grade: Senior


Sport: Varsity Track 


	 Clinton Buell started golfing five years ago.  He was 11 years old when he started golfing in tournaments. 
	 Buell made the Loy Norrix Varsity Men’s Golf team last year as a freshman and made a significant contribution to the 
team.
	 “I got 4th place at the Loy Norrix Invitational and 2nd place at the Battle Creek Central Invitational at Bedford Valley,” 
Buell said.
	 Buell has high hopes for this season as well. His goal for the team is to make it to the State tournament, and he 
thinks that with the other strong golfers on the team this goal is definitely possible.  
	 Some people tend to think of golf as a hobby rather then a sport, but this does not irritate Buell.
	 “It does not really bother me. Golf is just a fun way for me to get into college and make money,” said Buell.
	 Buell said that he is definitely planning on continuing his golf career in college.


	 Grace Kinnison has been playing softball since she was seven years old. She started her softball career by playing 
Milwood Little League.
	 This year will be Kinnison’s fourth year on the Loy Norrix Varsity Softball team, and she thinks her greatest 
accomplishment last season was making the All Conference and All Division First Teams.  
	 In this spring season, Kinnison has high hopes for both herself and her team.
	 “My personal goal would be to make the All State team, and our goal as a team for this season is to get double digit 
wins,” said Kinnison.
	 With the new varsity softball coaching staff, Kinnison thinks this goal is definitely attainable.
	 “They push us hard and want us to play more as a team,” Kinnison said.
	 When she is not playing for LN’s team, Kinnison is working har
	 “I am still considering playing in college.  If I have the opportunity I will, if not, I will continue to play travel softball,” 
said Kinnison.


	 This is Michael Bruny’s third year on the Loy Norrix Men’s Track team. He joined track his sophomore year when 
Coach Duckett approached him about pole vaulting.
	 Last year Bruny had a very successful season
	 “I won the Greater City meet and last year my personal record was 11 feet 3 inches,” said Bruny.
	 Bruny is the only pole vaulter on the track team and he admits that pole vaulting can be intimidating at times.
	 “I fell on the box once and hit my ribs. I was apprehensive to jump after that, but I just had to keep going,” Bruny 
said.
	 This season Bruny is hoping to continue his success in the pole vaulting event.  He is hoping to improve his personal 
record and be the first pole vaulter in LN history to make it to the State meet.
	 “I want to go to State,” said Bruny.


Peak Performers in Sports


his board during the first run and 
put a target decal over the crack. 
Then White’s second and third 
run he used his superpipe board. 
Superpipe boards are waxed so that 
they are slick, so the snowboarders 
can go really really fast down the 
pipe. In the end White got third 
place.
       Whitney 
Weaver,homeschooled, goes to one 
of the local ski resorts, Bittersweet. 
When it comes, to snowboarding 
she said, ”It doesnt matter what 
day it is or how I feel I have to go 
boarding.” 
	 Weaver has gotten injured three 
times this year, she has bruised her 
tailbone, strained her musscle in her 
knee and messed up her back.  	
	 “Towards the end of the season 
I really don’t care if i get hurt. I 
think of it as if I get hurt I have 
all summer to recouperate.” said 
Weaver. All of Weavers injuries are 
on the box rail or in the terrain park.
	 Skiing big air is a new 
Competiton at the X-Games. It is 
when the skier takes up to three 
runs and the skiier goes off a jump 
and in the air, about twenty feet off 
the ground, and they do a really 
difficult trick or flip.
	 Skiing slope style is when the 
skier performs tricks while going 
downhill that has terrain features. 
The course consist of boxes, rails, 
jumps and jibs, and also a quarter 
pipe.
	 Skiing cross or skiing x is 
when many skiiers race down a 


course similar to a motocross track 
with jumps and other difficult 
obstacles.
	 Skiing super pipe is when the 
skiier goes downhill while on a 
half pipe. The skiier does a series 
of tricks off the top of the the super 
pipe usually ten to twenty feet in 
the air.
 	 Snowmobile speed and style 
is a new Competition at X-Games. 
It is when the snowmobiler is on 
a huge race track and they race to 
a jump and there are five or six 
jumps. The round is timed and they 
can go around the track as many 
times as they want in the time. The 
person with the most points wins. 
	 Snowmobile freestyle is when 
there is a huge jump and they take 
two or three runs. The person that 
wins is the one with the best trick. 
	 Snow cross is a big race to the 
finish. There are two heats with 25 
to 30 people and the person with 
the best time advances on to the the 
next round. Only two to four people 
from each round advance to the 
next round.
	 Not many people watch the 
X-Games but most people that 
do these  sports watch them. The 
X-Games is like the Olympics for 
extreme sports. You never know 
somebody from Loy Norrix could 
be in the X-Games in a few years. 	 	
	 “I watch the X-games every 
year to see all of the sweet new 
tricks,” said Weaver.


together to finish second in 
last year’s Greater Kalamazoo 
Invitational, and are proud of their 
accomplishment. Junior Erica 
Roselip described the win as her 
most memorable moment.
	 “We never really did well in 
a tournament, so it was good we 
came in second at the invitational,” 
said Roselip.
	 This will be Roselip’s second 
year on varsity, where she plays 
second base and right field.
	 Having just come from Martin 
High School where they built a 
successful softball program from 
the ground up, Coaches Conley and 
Knight are ready to start the season 
off right.
	 “We wanted to move on to a 
bigger school.  Martin is a very 
small school, and we won 7 district 
titles there,” Coach Conley said.
	 Both Conley and Knight are 
not expecting change to happen 
overnight, but are ready for the 
challenge.
	 “We hope to bring our hard 
work ethic [to Norrix] and want 
to start a firm foundation,” said 
Conley.
	 Roselip is excited for the 
change in coaching.
	 “I’m looking forward to the 
new coaches and their coaching 
style,” said Roselip.


	 This year’s varsity baseball 
team is comprised of many new 
faces and also returning varsity 
leadership from last year.  After 
winning five games last year, the 
team as a whole agreed fifteen wins 
out of thirty games is a good goal at 
the start of the season.  Competition 
will be stiff against rival teams 
such as Portage Northern, Portage 
Central, and Kalamazoo Central.  
	 “I want to beat both the 
Portages,” said junior John Simpson 
Jr., a first year varsity player with 
high expectations for this years’ 
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team.   
New varsity players this year are 
Jack Stankewicz, John Simpson Jr., 
Mykul Platt, Trey Wilkerson, J.R. 
Reece, and Nikk Gillespie.  These 
players are hoping to fill some of 
the spots left open by last year’s 
seniors.
	 Returning to varsity this year 
is Alex Foti, Antwon Fox, Jordan 
Vandyke, Mitch Miller, Alex 
Schmidt, Tyler McGrail, Billy 
Rogers, and Zach Owen.  With all 
the returning varsity leadership, 
expectations are high this year from 
the coach and the players.
	 “After getting a lot of 
experience from last year, we 
should have a pretty good season 


this year,” said junior Mitch Miller.
	 Those returning to varsity as 
seniors are going to try and make 
their last year on the Loy Norrix 
baseball team a memorable one.  
	 Second year varsity player and 
senior, Antwon Fox, said, “I’m Just 
looking to have a good time playing 
baseball my last year at Norrix.”
	 Coach Neal is the Varsity Head 
Coach and expects a lot from this 
year’s group of players as he does 
every year.  The team agreed that 
there are many things they need 
to improve on this season, such as 
reducing errors that make it easy 
for other teams to score runs and 
making sure that they play hard for 
a full seven innings.


Tanner Hall of Montana competed in skiing super pipe competition at Aspen 
Ski Area in Colorado in the X-Games. He had the best ski trick of the day.
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Senior Alex Schmidt steps up to the plate against Comstock in a game 
on Thursday April 3. 
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Warming up for their match against Marshall, the Junior Varsity girls practiced 
batting.  Both the Varsity and JV teams went on to win their games that 
evening.
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	 After losing four starters from 
last year, the women’s soccer team 
welcomed four new freshmen to 
the team, two of which will be 
starters in upcoming games. The 
ladies in the past have struggled 
with filling a junior varsity team 
but that didn’t seem to be an issue 
this year with about 10 freshmen 
on the JV team. Having more 
freshmen is going to help build a 
stronger program for the future.
	 “Long-term [having a lot of 
freshmen] it will be awesome,” 
said new Assistant Coach Corey 
O’Bryan. 
	 O’Bryan is currently a math 
teacher at Loy Norrix and the 
coach of the JV team. Although he 
has never coached soccer before, 
he has many years of soccer 
experience under his belt. O’Bryan 
has been playing soccer his whole 
life, in college he played on an 
intramural team.
	 “I don’t have a lot of 
background on JV. I want to get a 
majority of the kids to come back 
next season,” said O’Bryan. 
	 Freshman Lauren McGlinn 
hopes to get more people to come 
out for the team during her next 
few years on varsity. McGlinn 
played for American Youth Soccer 
Organization [AYSO] when she 


Women’s Soccer 
Welcoming New Coach 
and Many Freshmen
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Junior Katie Miller steals the ball away during an intense play in a scrimmage 
against Plainwell High School on March 15th. 
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LN Men’s Golf Team Goes for Last Hurrah
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was younger, but for the past couple 
of years she has been playing 
for TKO Premier Soccer Club. 
McGlinn hopes that the soccer 
program will stay strong and 
become even stronger.
	 “I want to make the defense 
stronger,” said McGlinn.
	 The freshmen this year are 
beginning to build the soccer 
program back to what it has been in 
the past. Since the freshmen have 
not yet played for LN they haven’t 
experienced any of its ups and 
downs, which senior varsity goalie 
Elliott Krueger thinks will really 
help the team.
 	 “They’re able to help out 
our team, and they have a lot of 
motivation because they weren’t 
here when Norrix soccer was at its 
low, so they’re always trying their 
hardest,” said Krueger. 
	 The team spends lots of time 
together bonding. They have pasta 
parties before most games because 
they feel it is important to have a 
close connection with each other on 
and off the field. Krueger especially 
feels this is necessary.  
	 “You have to trust each person 
on the team, you have to trust 
they’re going to have your back if 
you mess up or make the wrong 
run. You aren’t going to pass the 
ball to someone you don’t trust,” 
Krueger stressed. 
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	 As far as this year’s season is 
concerned, the boys are optimistic. 
Seaton predicts that LN will once 
again field strong varsity and junior 
varsity teams.
	 Buell shares Seaton’s 
confidence in the team, adding that 
having the district tournament on 
a familiar course should help the 
team’s chances of making it to the 
regional.
	 “I think that with districts 
at home, we have a good shot at 
making regionals and possibly the 
state tournament,” said Buell.
	 Kelpin agrees with his two 
teammates, noting that the practice 
put in by team members in the long 
off-season should make the team 
stronger this year.
	 “On paper we look pretty good 
right now, based on everyone’s 
improvements. Now we just have 
to perform in the matches,” said 
Kelpin.
	 All of the seniors on the varsity 
team are looking forward to their 
last season as high school golfers 
and have high expectations for the 
team. 
	 “As seniors, this is our last year 
to make it to State, and if we can 
be consistent in matches, we will 
have a great chance to accomplish 
what we want to accomplish,” said 
Seaton.
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to go out to the dome [an indoor 
driving range] in Schoolcraft. It’s 
hard to find time during the school 
year, especially when you have 
homework and a job,” said Seaton.
	 Senior Barrett Kelpin does 
not mind the season change quite 
as much but admits that the gap 
between seasons was too long. 
	 “I don’t really care either way 
[about the season change], but it 
was kind of annoying to have to 
wait one and a half years between 
seasons,” said Kelpin.
	 Unlike a number of sports 
teams at LN, the men’s golf team 
roster has not been greatly affected 
by the change in seasons. The 
team’s top four golfers will all 
be returning for the 2008 season. 
However, three of these four golfers 
are seniors, and their graduation 
will have a major effect on next 
year’s team. 
	 Sophomore and two-year 
varsity golfer Clinton Buell 
attempts to accurately paint a 
picture of next year’s varsity team.
	 “I don’t even know how to 
describe it. We won’t be nearly
as good next year even though 
we have nine freshmen on JV and 
one on varsity,” said Buell. “This 
year we should be at the top of 
the conference. Next year we’ll be 
somewhere in the middle.”


	 It was amidst the cold and 
blustery weather of early March 
that the Loy Norrix Men’s Golf 
team prepared to begin their season. 
Because of court-mandated season 
changes, this year marks the first 
year that the men’s team will play 
in the spring. Playing in the spring 
has presented new challenges for 
the team.
	 “I am 100% against the season 
change from fall to spring because 
it takes away from the length of our 
season,” said senior and two-year 
varsity golfer Kellen Seaton.
	 “We used to start in August 
before school began and ended in 
October, but now we’ll start the 
season with snow on the ground, 
not knowing whether we’ll even be 
able to play outside in March.” 
	 Also, because of the inclement 
weather at the beginning of the 
spring season, finding practice 
time and facilities has been more 
difficult and time consuming for the 
team.
	 “Another benefit to having 
the season in the fall was that it 
was a lot easier to practice because 
you would play outside during the 
spring and summer,” said Seaton. 
“Now it’s harder because you have 


Senior Kellen Seaton swings at the par 3 at Milham Park Golf Course. Seaton plays on the varsity golf team at LN.
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Sometime last week, I was sick 
as heck and I brought some Thera-
flu to school, like a three pack.  So 
I have Advanced Journalism first 
block causes I’m ballin’ like that 
with “Knight Life.”  I asked Ms. 
Pankop, “Can I get your World’s 
Best Boss mug to make my thera-
flu in?”  


She all like, “No it’s my mug.”  
 Well, we were going to have a 


sub that day, so as soon as she left I 
was going to get the mug anyway.  I 
guess she knew that, so she tricked 
me and took the mug with her.


Then, Pankop was like, “You 
gotta get the A+ teacher mug.”  


I was all mad cause I’m 
thinking I’m not even a teacher, so 
why is Pankop giving me the cup?  
She then gives me this long speech 
on how her sister gave her that cup 
when she got out of college, (that 
she’s had since her very first day at 
Loy Norrix) and all that malarkey, 
so I am taking good care of this 
cup.  


Later that day I get down to the 
A wing and guess who I see?  Miss 
Bowser.  She like, “Siji and Sushi,” 
just sayin’ my name all wrong, Miss 
Bowser asked me talkin’ bout how 
I stole her cup, “Where did you get 
it from?”


I’m like, “My name is Sihji and 
I got this from Ms. Pankop.  I’ve 
never even had your class, so how 
you going to come at me in all the 
wrong ways, sayin’ I stole your 
cup?  If  I was to steal your cup, 


Storytime with Sihji
why would I steal a cup that says 
A+ teacher?”


She started laughing and said, 
“Pankop stole my cup!”


I’m like, “No way, Pankop 
doesn’t steal!”


She was like, “Yeah she 
does.  That’s my cup.”  


So I walk back to the B-wing 
and I’m like, “Pankop, why you 
play me man?”  


She asked, “What you talking 
bout Willis?” 


I’m like, “You said some sob 
story how your sister gave you that 


Relay For Life Inspires 
All Participants
	 Candle-lit silence fills a grassy 
field next to Kalamazoo’s Air Zoo 
as a screen scrolls name after name.  
Groups of people walk together 
while glow sticks illuminate tears 
of both sadness and joy as the 
participants of Relay For Life honor 
the lives of those who have died 
from cancer and celebrate the lives 
of those who have survived.  
	 The Relay For Life is the 
main event held by the American 
Cancer Society every year and its 
participants raise money for cancer 
research and awareness in their 
community. This summer marks 
Kalamazoo’s 13th Relay, but the 
event has been around since Dr. 
Gordy Klatt raised $27,000 as the 
first to walk for 24 hours by himself 
in 1985 in Tacoma, Washington. 
	 Kalamazoo’s Relay For Life 
chairperson, Ken Popp, first got 
involved in 2004 when friends 
simply asked him to join their team.  
He has since been inspired to be 
a team captain then a member of 
the planning committee and now 
chairperson.
	 “After that first year, my eyes 
were opened and I saw for the 
first time how cancer has really 
impacted our community.  It made 
me sad to see how many people 
have suffered.  It made me mad to 
see that cancer has taken so much 
from so many,” said Popp.
	 Many teams participated in the 
2007 event in June, filling the new 
venue, the Kalamazoo Air Zoo and 
the American Cancer Society is 
hoping for an even greater turnout 
this year.  
	 Last year’s event raised a total 
of $154,000 making the 2008 goal 
of $165,000 a realistic possibility 
and Popp has a personal goal for 
Kalamazoo’s event to reach the 
$200,000 mark during the 2010 
Relay. Teams represent everyone 
from businesses and schools to 
small families celebrating a loved 
one.  
	 The event is held overnight 
to represent the fact that cancer 
never sleeps and walkers remain 
on the track throughout the night.  
Most who are inspired to join do so 
because of a personal experience 
and find hope in the Relay’s slogan: 
“Celebrate. Remember. Fight 
Back!”
	 For many, it is the personal 
gratification that is rewarded for 
service that keeps them coming 
back time and time again.
	 “Every time I hear on the 
news that new breakthroughs have 
been made in cancer research and 
prevention, I feel so much pride.  
I know I’m helping to make that 


happen,” said Ken Popp.
	 Senior Ben Kozlowski has 
decided to start a team of his peers 
for the 2008 Relay For Life that 
will be held on May 31- June 1 at 
the Air Zoo.  When a close friend 
confided that her father had been 
diagnosed with cancer, he began 
to investigate the event.  This will 
be his first year participating in the 
event and his first year as a team 
captain for his new team, “Knights 
For a Cure”, which will be made up 
of Loy Norrix students who have 
been inspired to help the cause.  
Kozlowski said his competitive 
spirit will drive him to want to be a 
top competitor.
	 “I am doing it for the fun, but 
I’m obviously going to try to raise a 
lot of money and I’m nervous about 
how well the other teams will do,” 
said Kozlowski.  
	 His grandfather passed away 
from lung cancer and his uncle is 
currently struggling with blood 
cancer, or leukemia.  He encourages 
everyone to donate, join or even 
start a team of their own.
	 “It will be an awesome 
experience, something to top off my 
senior year,” said Kozlowski.
	 Although the event primarily 
honors those who have died from 
cancer, much of Relay’s atmosphere 
is about having fun and simply 
celebrating life while remaining 
hopeful for the future.  
	 At midnight, after the candle-lit 
remembrance lap, an event called 
the Mr. Relay competition begins.  
At this time, guys from each of the 
teams dress in drag and participate 
in a pageant-like competition while 
seeking to raise money from the 
rest of people there.  Strutting 


their stuff around the track, the 
participants usher in a fun and light-
hearted atmosphere to the Relay 
after a solemn time of remembrance 
during the silent candle-lit laps at 
twilight.
	 Senior T.J. Carter is the 
reigning champion for the Mr. 
Relay crown from the 2007 event 
as a part of the Loy Norrix senior 
class’ team, “Team 2008” and hopes 
to defend his title again at this 
summer’s event with the help of his 
“Team 2008” teammates.
	 “Last year’s competition was 
really tough and it’ll surely be close 
again this year,” said Carter.  
	 The 2008 Relay will mark his 
third year of participation in Relay 
For Life as he prepares for his 
second win of the Mr. Relay crown.  
Carter’s hour-long role as the 
southern belle, Betty Jo, earned him 
over $300 from the crowd as well 
as a $100 bill for having the highest 
stilettos (approximately 2”) of all 
the “girls.”  Carter cites these good 
times that he and his teammates 
have with each other as a major 
reason for his participation but the 
deeper meaning of the event is what 
keeps him coming back.
	 He said, “Cancer is a 
debilitating disease that affects 
millions of lives every year, and 
it is amazing and inspiring to see 
the courage of those fighting the 
disease, those who have beaten it, 
and the stories of those who have 
lost loved ones to cancer.”
	 Ben Kozlowski feels the same 
inspiration and said, “Everyone 
knows someone [with cancer], so 
it’s motivation.”


Carly Wheaton
Copy Editor
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Tyler McGrail sits on the hood of his 1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass, right ablove the 
damage created by a rear-ending accident at a stoplight.  Regardless of the 
damage McGrail is proud to call his car his baby. 


	 Waking up in a horrible mood 
three days after her seventeenth 
birthday, junior Claire Dandois 
called her dad to see when he would 
be home so she could leave for a 
friend’s house. Dandois’ dad told 
her to stay put and hinted to her 
about something that was going to 
cheer her up.
	 Dandois was overly excited 
thinking of the possibilities of what 
her dad was bringing home. She 
saw her dad pull into the driveway 
in a 2002 Honda Accord, bright 
shiny silver. It was a late birthday 
present from both of her parents. 
	 Leather seats, power 
everything, sunroof, six disk CD 
changer and ABS, are all of the 
many features that Dandois says are 
her favorites.
 	 “ABS in the winter is really 
nice. That’s definitely something 
that my other car didn’t have,” said 
Dandois.


Elizabeth Szakacs 
Beats Editor


G-Wagon


 	 Dandois did not have the 
pleasure of experiencing these 
features in her previous car, a much 
older Mitsubishi that slowly started 
to break down until it was not 
drivable at all. 
	 Dandois’ new car is a complete 
upgrade from her old one. Dandois 
and her friends are now riding in 
style, from the sleek look and the 
incredible way it drives. A close 
friend of Dandois’, junior Hannah 
Labadie agrees that Dandois’ new 
car is a complete upgrade, 
	 “I like it way better, it’s a lot 
nicer to drive in, especially in the 
winter over all the potholes we have 
now. It’s way better than her last 
car,” said Labadie.  
	 Part of the reason Claire’s 
parents got her the car was so she 
would have a steady, nice car that 
was dependable. She doesn’t plan 
on getting another car any time 
soon. Why would she want to 
anyway, she owns an official G-
Wagon.


ELIZABETH SZAKACS/ KNIGHT LIFE


Claire Dandois strikes a pose showcasing her 2002 Honda Accord, proud of it  
being named an offical G-Wagon. Along with being excited about the upgrade  
from her previous car. 


	 Seeing senior Tyler McGrail 
drive into school with headphones 
on because of the lack of radio in 
his car and bundled up in a huge 
winter coat from the lack of heat 
is not uncommon from day to day. 
Tyler drives a 1993 Oldsmobile 
Cutlass that he received from his 
Grandma last winter at about this 
time. 
	 When McGrail received the 
car, it was in somewhat better 
shape than it is now. The car is 
now missing the front grill from 
an accident where he rear-ended 
someone at a stoplight. The damage 
caused by the accident makes it 
impossible for the hood to open. 
The back tires also have taken a 
beating from hitting curbs so often. 
The Cutlass now comes with many 
dents. 
	 McGrail’s car gets only 14 
miles to the gallon. This may 


Elizabeth Szakacs 
Beats Editor


be caused by the fuel line being 
clogged, making the car bog out 
from exhaust. A couple times a 
month the car doesn’t always like 
to start in the morning and it’s a lot 
worse in the winter.
	 Along with all of the 
mechanical and body problems, the 
Cutlass comes with a few inside 
as well. These problems include a 
glove box held shut by duct tape at 
all times, extreme messiness which 
becomes hazardous at times, and 
a trunk that can only be accessed 
from the outside with a screw driver 
because his key broke off in the 
lock. 
	 Despite all the Hoopty qualities 
McGrail faces with his car, he still 
refers to his car as “my baby.” 
McGrail plans on getting a new 
car in the future, but for right now 
he says it gets him from point A to 
point B.   


Sihji Hicks
Staff Writer


					     SEAN STOTO/KNIGHT LIFE


Anne Bowser and Sihji Hicks dispute the ownership of the A+ 
teacher mug. Bowser suggests pulling a Solomon, but Sihji will 
have nothing of it.


cup and come to find out you stole 
it.”  


She like, “Naw, I didn’t steal, I 
will call my sister in Indiana.  She 
will tell you, she got me that cup 
herself.”


Pankop then was all in my face 
like she wanna bust a move.  I felt 
like Michael Jackson in that “Beat 
It” video.  I thought she was just 
about to move all the tables and get 
to break dancing, but I guess Ms. 
Pankop didn’t steal it.  


The world may never know 
who really is the A+ teacher.


DAWN WHEATON/ GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER


Members of the “Team 2008” Relay for Life team prepare for the Mardi Gras 
lap around the track during the 2006 Relay for life held at Loy Norrix.  The 
Relay for Life is a 24 hour event to raise money for the American Cancer 
Society.


Sean Stoto 
approves of this 
car!


::D
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WHAT’S HAPPENING


	 On a Friday afternoon while 
most students are getting ready to 
leave school and start their weekend, 
a group of students from the Loy 
Norrix Peace Jam, headed by 
teacher Sveri May, travel to Edison 
Elementary.  Waiting for the Peace 
Jam students at the school are a group 
of fourth graders ready to improve 
their reading skills with help from the 
high school students participating in 
the Edison Literacy Project.
	  “From a high school standpoint, 
it’s helping them to give back to their 
own community and school district,” 
May said.
	 Peace Jam is an international 
organization that focuses on making 
positive changes around the world 
with small steps.  LN Peace Jam 
has done many global and local 
projects, all with the purpose to make 
a difference.  LN Peace Jam makes 
local changes a primary goal by 
working to aid people in the school 
district and community.
	 “There are needs in our own 
district that we need to adhere to,” 
May said.
	 Some past Peace Jam projects 
include: collecting shoes, soap 
and shirts for homeless shelters, 
collecting and sending medical 
supplies, books, CDs and DVDs to 
Afghanistan and Iraq, ringing bells to 
raise money for the Salvation Army 
and sponsoring the Pumpkin Painting 
Party which spreads cheer to around 
forty-five local agencies.
	 The Edison Literacy Project has 
been a work in progress for many 
years and is finally happening.  The 
project parallels Peace Jam’s purpose 
because it is about making a positive 
change in the kids’ lives, a task Peace 
Jam students are eager to help with.
	 The purpose of the project is 
to increase the literacy rate of the 
fourth graders at Edison.  Peace 
Jam students hope to help the kids 
become better readers by improving 
their comprehension and word 
pronunciation, but most of all they 
hope to show the kids that reading 
can be fun.
	 May said that she would like the 
Edison students to, “have fun, using 
reading as the vehicle to get there.”
	 On Wednesday mornings from 
7:00-7:30 Peace Jam students are 
coached on reading techniques and 
ways to spark conversation about 
reading by literacy coach Nancy 
Lechota and Sveri May.  
	 Sitting in May’s classroom early 
in the morning, the students smile 
and have fun while practicing their 
reading skills with partners, bringing 
them back to their elementary school 


	 	 	 	 	 	    Members 
Read Their Way to Change
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Business Manager


A Matter of 
Security


Jason Koole
Staff Writer


days.  
	 Peace Jam students enjoy reading 
with the kids and learning about their 
personal reading styles.  “It’s cool 
to see what their reading levels are 
like,” said junior Claire Dandois.
	 There are three reading 
techniques Peace Jam students are 
taught.  Partner reading is where you 
take turns reading and summarizing.  
Choral reading is where you read at 
the same time, and echo reading is 
where one person reads aloud and 
then the other person will follow by 
reading aloud the same part.  These 
techniques are meant to improve 
the kids reading abilities.  Peace 
Jam students are also taught how to 
help improve comprehension, which 
can be done with questions and 
discussion.
	 The students travel to Edison 
Elementary February 22nd, 29th, 
March 7th and 14th to read to the kids 
and March 24th is the book fair.  The 
book fair is for all Edison students.  
During the book fair each kid can 
choose one book to take home.  New 
or used books are donated to Peace 
Jam who collects and sorts the books 
based on grade level.  So far they 
have collected over 1,400 books and 
still have more coming in.  
	 At Edison Elementary, Peace 
Jam students are paired with one or 
two fourth graders who are at the 
same reading level.  The students 
spend 30-35 minutes with the Edison 
fourth graders using the reading 
techniques they learned.  They work 
to engage the kids in reading, asking 
questions that require the kids to 
really think about what they have 
read.


	 “[The project] gives our students 
the opportunity to talk with someone 
they can look up to and just hang 
out,” Principal of Edison Chuck 
Tansey said.
	 May, Lechota and Peace Jam 
students say that they are already 
seeing a positive change taking place.  
The Edison students are eager to 
learn and excited to have high school 
students helping them, as any kids 
would be.
	 “I really, really like when Sam 
[her partner] comes to read,” said 
fourth grader Taija Campbell, “before 
she came I was having trouble 
reading.” 
	 The kids look forward to the 
time they get to spend with their high 
school partners.  
	 “Even after just one time, my 
student said that she wished everyday 
was Friday,” Dandois said with a 
smile.
	 The goal of this project is to 
help the kids become more efficient 
readers.  This project gives them the 
opportunity to excel in their reading 
and see that higher reading levels are 
attainable.  
	 “It gives them a better point of 
view,” said Dandois, showing what 
their reading can become.  
	 The Peace Jam students and 
fourth graders are really enjoying this 
project, as they see a difference being 
made in a fun way.
	 “They help us read and get 
better,” fourth grader Char’Quon 
Barrett said, “its fun.” 
	 Peace Jam students are not just 
role models for these kids, they are 
teachers.  The goal of the project is 
change, and Peace Jam students are 
surely making a difference with small 
steps that are leaving big prints.  


	 Security in Loy Norrix High 
School may not be an issue for some 
teachers and students, but for others it 
is.  In the school students often cause 
disruptions and fights that are harmful 
to an otherwise healthy educational 
society.   Sometimes it is just not 
possible to catch the student that 
started the ruckus.
       The library at LN has been a place 
where troublesome students hang out 
and disrupt other students, as well as a 
place where many students skip class.  
Also with two entrances, the library 
staff is not always able to notice a 
student or group of students entering 
the library unauthorized.
	 “The lack of security is kids not 
being where they’re supposed to be,” 
said Pam Landis, a library assistant at 
LN. 
	 “If we had cameras, then not 
knowing who pulled the fire alarm, or 
who is entering the library would not 
be a problem,” Landis said.
	 The school loses property from 
the lack of security as well.  At times 
students are able to get away with 
stealing.  Landis also said. “Last year 
we had a student steal a computer, but 
it wasn’t under my watch.”  
	 Students being able to do things 
like entering the library unauthorized 
represents a lack of authority on the 
school’s part.   The security guards 
can only do so much to prevent 
inappropriate behavior. Additional 
security at school could also help 
prevent these altercations.  
	 “I think kids would be more 
aware,” said Loy Norrix Principal 
David LaPrairie about the effect 
adding security cameras would have 
on students.   “The cameras will be 
able to pan and zoom, some will be 
motion activated and we will also have 
no problem telling students where the 
cameras are located.” 
	 Some students believe that the 
original security cameras have never 
even worked in the first place, and 
many others just don’t generally care.  
	 “There will be security cameras 
outside,” said Principal LaPrairie.  	
“The cameras will be strategically 
placed where students are at, for safety 
reasons. I would want to share with 
everybody that we have no problems 
telling students where the security 
cameras are.  No tricks involved.”  
	 Although security cameras will 
be placed in most places that students 
gather, they will not be placed in 
classrooms.
	 There is the idea that the cameras 
will allow students to consciously 
make better decisions on what they 
are doing, compared to the students’ 
original idea that security cameras 
never worked.   If the student body 
knows these cameras work, they will 
make better choices.
	 David LaPrairie believes the 
same.   When comparing the new 
cameras to the old ones, he said, 
“Surveillance will be 24 hours, so if 
there was a break-in after hours they 
[the cameras] will be able to pick up 
the motion.  Basically the cameras are 
new and improved.”
	 Needless to say that the cameras 
are necessary for the halls and the 
library, but how do teachers feel about 
it?  
	 “I do believe that security is 
a problem since we have so many 
windows and doors,” said Katherine 
Williamson, an English teacher at 
Loy Norrix High School. “Generally 
I think that most of the students are 
well-behaved and respectful. There are 
a few students who are disrespectful.”  
	 Security cameras being placed 
in the school may help deter crime, 
but what about the classrooms?   


See SECURITY page 2


Peace Jam Donations


lNew or used elementary school   	
    level books (K - 6th grade)
 	 -Over 1,400 books have 		
       been collected so far


lShoes, soap, shirts


lMedical supplies, books, CDs and 	
    DVDs (Afghanistan and Iraq)


Send donations to 
Sveri May’s room


M-10


Private Schools vs. Public Schools


Find out what two Norrix students discovered 
about the differences between Kalamazoo 
Christian and Loy Norrix.


	 PAGE 3


Women’s Soccer Kicks Off Season
With new players, a new JV 
coach, and new strategies, 


the women’s soccer 
team starts off its 
season. 


PAGE 16
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Learn about what it’s like to 
be an international student at 
WMU and what life is like in 
their countries of origin.


INSERT


337-0220 ext. 2301
MaySS@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us


SVERI MAY / GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER


Freshman Marissa Wilson reads with her fourth grade reading partner on a Friday 
afternoon in Edison’s library. Students from the LN Peace Jam worked with fourth 
graders to help increase their reading skills. 


SVERI MAY / GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER


Junior Claire Moyet has fourth graders from Edison swarming around her eager to 
learn and increase their reading skills. 


“The Royal Ball” 


Junior & Senior Prom
May 10 8:30-11:30 p.m.


Tickets available from Ms. 
Young starting 


April 28


Super Saturday


Come support our spring 
sport athletes all day on 


April 19.


GO KNIGHTS!


IGNITE


The last mentor to mentee 
time is Thursday May 8 


from 9:10 - 9:40


AP Exams


Biology: 	 May 12 (a.m.)
Calculus: 	 May 7 (a.m)
Chemistry: 	 May 13 (a.m.)
English Lit: 	 May 8 (a.m.)
European History: May 9 (p.m.)
Physics: 	 May 12 (p.m.)
U.S. History: 	 May 9 (a.m.)


WMU Aviation Open 
House


	 WMU’s College of Aviation 
is having an open house this 
week from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
campus, located in Battle Creek 
at the W.K. Kellogg Airport, is 
encouraging attendance from local 
high school students. The open 
house will include speeches and 
presentations by members of the 
financial aid staff and other college 
faculty. It will also include a guided 
tour and a question and answer 
session. For more information 
students can reach Marnie Harris 
at marnique.harris@wmich.edu  or 
(269) 964-9319.


	 The couple tied the knot at Jay 
Z’s Tribeca penthouse apartment 
located in New York City. It was 
supposed to be a private wedding, 
but the details spilled out to the 
public during the weekend. The 
wedding took place on Friday, April  
4th. It is said that about 50 to 60 
thousand orchid blooms were flown 
in from Thailand for the wedding.


Jay Z and Beyonce 
Finally Married


	 A 
worker’s 
attempt 
to jynx the 
new Yankee 
stadium 
was foiled 
when 
Red Sox player David Ortiz’s jersey 
was removed from the ground on 
Sunday, April 13th. With the jynx 
removed, construction on the new 
stadium can now be completed. 


No New Curse for The 
Yankees


Man Faces Prison for 
Iguana Smuggling


	 Jereme James from Long 
Beach was acquitted of smuggling 
iguanas in his hollow, prosthetic leg 
on April 11. Although acquitted on 
smuggling charges, he was found 
guilty of keeping and concealing 
Fiji island banded iguanas, an 
endangered species. He has 
admitted to selling three iguanas for 
$32,000, and a search of his house 
found four more iguanas. He now 
faces a maximum possible sentence 
of 20 years in prison. 
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  Don’t like what you see?          Submit your own comics then!!           It’s not as hard as you think!
  See either Evan Wenger, Andrew Chapman, or Ms. Pankop for  more details


My Thumbs are bigger 
than yours


Evolutionary Superiority


for the win


PHILIP CRAGIN / GUEST ARTIST JASON KOOLE / KNIGHT LIFE


RYIN ZUMMACH & FRIENDS / GUEST ARTISTS


SEAN STOTO / KNIGHT LIFE


ELLEN VANDERMYDE & TESHIA TREUHAFT / GUEST ARTISTS


SABRINA DEROO / GUEST ARTIST


You don’t even 
want to know Not flushed Cleanish, 


no lock


Student hiding 
from security Cthulhu
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classes recently read a famous 
memoir written by a Holocaust 
survivor Elie Wiesel, called 
“Night.”
	 Burnley said, “I was moved by 
their [the students] interest in the 
subject matter.” 
	 The book is a memoir of 
Wiesel’s journey as a young man 
in the Auschwitz concentration 
and extermination camp in Poland. 
Along with the reading of the book 
the students visited the Holocaust 
museum in Detroit on February 27. 


	  “The most powerful part [of the 
museum] was the cattle car. It was 
crowded and there were only forty 
people,” said Laura Karrer, a senior 
in Browser’s College English class. 
	  The students walked through 
the museum and a cattle car which 
looked almost exactly like the car 
that Wiesel rode in to Auschwitz. 
	 “Night” is extremely powerful 
and Wiesel’s descriptions are so 
vivid that when you go through 
the museum it is somewhat 
overwhelming to take in everything. 


    As students we can 
learn and remember 


so we can change the 
future.


	 Accusations of a “war against 
the poor” were thrown around at 
the Kalamazoo City Commission 
meeting on Monday, March 3. The 
homeless community’s complaints 
to the city of Kalamazoo have 
increased in intensity since the 
discovery of a homeless woman’s 
body on the steps leading up to City 
Hall in early November, 2007. The 
woman died due to exposure to the 
cold. 
	 The Kalamazoo Homeless 
Action Network (KHAN) has 
fought discrimination against the 
homeless in Kalamazoo during the 
past decade. Recently, their focus 
has turned toward the increase of 
security at Kalamazoo’s downtown 
Transportation Center.  The 
Kalamazoo Department of Public 
Safety attributes the increase in 
security officers to the immense 
amount of emergency calls from 
downtown. However, members of 
KHAN claim that this is just another 
discriminatory restriction the city 
has placed on the poor. 
	 “It’s easy for police to target the 
homeless. If you look like you’re a 
certain look or dress, the people are 
going to ask you if you’re riding the 
bus, and that’s profiling,” said  Wade 
Allen, former member of KHAN. 
	 The Kalamazoo Department of 
Public Safety (KDPS) denies these 
claims of profiling, and according to 
Sergeant Tim Kozal, the department 
has received no formal complaints 


Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


Increase of Security Aggravates 
Homeless Community in Kalamazoo


	  It has been almost 70 years 
since Adolf Hitler and the German 
Army killed six million Jewish 
people across the European 
continent during World War II. 
From ghettos to death camps, Hitler 
did what he could to rid the world of 
the Jewish people and other groups 
of people who he thought were less 
than human. Hitler’s anti- Semitism 
(a prejudice of Jewish people based 
on religious, racial or ethnic beliefs) 
spread across the European continent 
leading to the invasion of Poland 
and the beginning of the Holocaust. 
The Holocaust was the largest mass 
killing of one group of people in the 
last century.
	 The students of English teachers 
Megan Burnley and Anne Bowser’s 


Norrix Students Experience Holocaust Museum


of harassment at the downtown 
transportation center. Kozal has 
complete faith in the officers of the 
KDPS. 
	 “We don’t specifically target 
anyone. When people violate rules, 
we address it with them,” said 
Kozal. 
	 Officers patrolling the 
Transportation Center make sure that 
those loitering on the premises are 
indeed waiting for the bus or train. 
Officers will frequently ask to see a 
patron’s bus token if they feel those 
patrons are not waiting. Without a 
token, officers ask people to leave 
the premises. To which, KHAN 
leaders are urging other members 
of the homeless community to 
have a token on their person when 
downtown. 
	 Allen commented on the 
evolution of the token, from an item 
of trade to a safety device.
	 “Tokens go back to tribal 
Indian times as a unit of monetary 
exchange. [Now] you have to have a 
token of safety just to be there [at the 
bus depot],” said Allen.
	 Kozal explained that the 
increase of security was an offensive 
measure on the part of KDPS. With 
many recent 9-1-1 calls, officers 
were not able to arrive at the scene 
until it was too late. Subjects of these 
calls vary from teenage violence to 
panhandling to weapon possession. 
With an increased security force 
already present, many issues are 
prevented or solved quickly. 
	 In contrast to KHAN’s 
complaints, Kozal stated that 
most patrons of the downtown 


Rebecca Kissinger
Copy Editor


Students Reflect on Feelings Regarding 
Museum Experience


Tyres Sykes, Former Norrix 
Student, Dies at Age 19


	 The students saw Hitler’s rise to 
power and people who could have 
accomplished many great things 
if they had been able to live their 
lives to the fullest. The students also 
learned about Jewish people who 
have accomplished great things in 
science, literature and global issues, 
such as Albert Einstein and Barbra 
Streisand.
	 A ninth grader from Burnley’s 
freshman English class named 
Kasey Meisheri said, “I’m kind of 
excited and it’s also depressing to 
see pictures of people and things that 
they might have left behind, but it is 
a real good experience to go there.”
	 The tour guide Howard Spinner 
talked about the Jewish timeline, 
WWII to the final solution on the 
tour. The most important thing 
is to remember the horrors that 
took place so that something like 
the Holocaust will never happen 
again. Unfortunately, we cannot 
say that these terrible things are not 
happening in our life time and will 
never happen again. For example 
mass genocides are being committed 
all over the world, for instance in 
Uganda and the Sudan. 
	 “People should be aware of 
what’s going on in the future. History 
gives us lessons,” said Burnley. 
	 As students we can learn and 
remember so we can change the 
future.


Xi’ange Shannon
Staff Writer


Senior Laura Karrer
“It’s definitely going to be real 
emotional and sad, but I’m glad 
I get the opportunity.”


Senior Elizabeth Shorter
“I really don’t know.”


Freshman Elizabeth Luitje


“It will be different to see and 
experience what happened instead 
of just reading about it.”


Senior Nelly Smith


“I’m kind of nervous but then again 
I got mixed emotions.”


Freshman Kasey Meisheri
“I’m kind of excited and it’s also 
depressing to see pictures of 
people and things that they might 
have left behind, but it is a real 
good experience to go there.”


“There’s no words to express how I 
felt because it was really depressing.”


“It did not seem like it was real. All 
those things that happened to those 
people was disgusting, I don’t see how 
people could be so sick and do that to 
other people.”


“I feel like I understand it a lot and I 
understand what happened.”


“I was touched and I learned a lot. It 
made me really value my life.”


“The  day after the Holocaust Museum 
I was still mopey. It’s still really sad to 
think about how this really happened 
and how it’s still happening.”


transportation depot have been 
quite cooperative with the change in 
security.
	 “I have had several people, 
the bus drivers, comment to us 
[KDPS officers] that they can walk 
around and don’t have anyone 
asking them for money. They feel 
safe, and actually everyone’s really 
cooperative,” said Kozal.
	 Still, KHAN has made attempts 
to have their voice and complaints 
obvious to the city commission and 
to the public. Their recent protests 
have drawn public attention and 
their issues have been thrust into the 
spotlight. 
	 One of the most visible recent 
actions taken by KHAN was 
their April 2005 demonstration at 
McDonald’s downtown Kalamazoo 
location. Patrons protesting the 30 
minute time limit for customers 
purposely held up lines in the fast 
food restaraunt.
	 Officer McFletcher, Loy Norrix 
security guard, and former KDPS 
officer commented on the relevance 
and significance of KHAN’s 
complaints.
	 Said McFletcher, “There’s 
one big side of the issue, with 
different facets. The overall view 
is the interests of the citizenry as a 
whole, the KHAN, and those who 
are not opposed, but see a different 
side. There’s going to have to be 
a compromise, no side is going 
to be completely satisfied. We’re 
one community with differing 
interests.”


Feelings Before Feelings After


CORRECTIONS


A Matter of Security
Continued from Page 1


	 Tyres Jamar Sykes died on 
October 12, 2007; a result of a 
gunshot wound fired on August 
27, 2007. Born April 20, 1988, he 
was the son of Toni Bell Sykes and 
Franklin Jerome Williams. 
	 Tyres was a student at 
Woodward Elementary School,  
Maple Street Magnet School and 
Millwood Middle School before 
attending Loy Norrix High School 
from 2004-2006.  
	 While at Loy Norrix, Tyres 
enjoyed taking classes from coaches 
Chris Andrews and Ted Duckett 
as well as teachers Jennie Ko, and 
Katie Pennington. 
	 “He was always very friendly 
and nice... He seemed to have a lot 
of friends, but he seemed to keep to 
himself the goings on of his life,” 
said Pennington.
	 In his spare time, Tyres liked to 
play basketball, play video games, 
watch movies, eat his favorite foods 
and attend Allen Chapel AME 
Church, where he was member of 
the usher board.
	 “To Reecey [Tyres], a good 
night was having a good movie, 
his video games hooked up and his 
favorite foods. He was like a bear; 
he could go in there [in his room] 
and hibernate all weekend,” said 
grandmother Sarah Sykes. 
	 Gym teacher Duckett remembers 
his fun-loving, cooperative nature. 
	 “He was a quiet kid in class, 
loved to play basketball and work 
out in the weight room; friendly kid, 
and basically was just trying to have 
fun,” said Duckett. 
	 Widely known as a quiet, 


friendly student, health teacher 
Andrews recalls his playful side.
	 “He was a quiet kid in the 
classroom. We often engaged in 
playful banter; we would joke 
occasionally,” said Andrews. 
	 To his family and friends, Tyres 
was a loyal, honest, generally nice 
friend, who will be missed greatly.
	 His grandmother said, “Integrity 
lasts, it doesn’t crumble, and that’s 
how I tried to raise Reecey; he had 
integrity… He made mistakes; he 
didn’t make big mistakes, but he 
made mistakes. But when he was 
your friend, he was your friend.” 
	 Tyres is preceded in death 
by mother Toni Bell Sykes, Great 
Grandmother Ollie B. Skyes and 
Great Grandfather Joseph Woodard 
Sr. 
	 Tyres is survived in life by 
Kalamazoo residents father Franklin 
J. Williams, brothers Michael Smith 
and Jermain Moore, sister Rakiya 
Sykes, grandmother Sarah Sykes, 
grandfather Tommie L. (Theresa) 
Sykes Jr, great grandfather Tommie 
L. (Cathryn) Sykes Sr, and great 
grandmother Ollie Woodard of 
Scott, Mississippi. He will also be 
remembered by special friends of 
the family pastor Jerry McNeely and 
Deloris Kelly, as well as a host of 
aunts, uncles, cousins, great aunts, 
great uncles, friends, and loved ones. 
Tyres will be greatly missed by all 
those who knew and loved him.
	 Said grandmother Sarah 
Sykes, “He was my hero… he was 
a grandson any grandma would be 
proud of.”


A number of the fights in school 
occur in the classrooms, and 
while putting security cameras in 
classrooms may protect students, it 
may also be considered unethical by 
a teacher.
	 “I don’t think it is illegal to have 
security cameras in the classrooms, 
but I hope it never comes to that,” 
Williamson said.  “It would not 
just be the students who are being 
watched but the teachers too.  
Everybody would have to pay for 
the loss of privacy.”
	 Putting security cameras in 
classrooms may seem unethical 
but putting security cameras in 
classrooms may certainly help deter 
the school’s problems.  We have 
cameras now, but to most people 
they really don’t seem to be doing 
anything.  In the classroom, security 


is also a problem.  
	 “I’ve had my credit card stolen 
and my wallet a couple of times, but 
cameras don’t seem like they would 
help.  The hallways are usually where 
a lot of the fighting really happens.  
Unfortunately there are students 
breaking laws and disrespecting the 
school,” Williamson also said.
	 The security camera money 
could be used for other things, some 
students may deem the usefulness 
unnecessary for the school funding.  
There are other things that the school 
could do instead of purchasing new 
cameras.
	 “I think that they [the officials 
who make the decision to spend the 
money on cameras] should spend 
the money on LNTV equipment 
because we need it more.  The only 
thing that they could do with security 
is be more consistent with the rules. 
At  my old school [Hillside] you 


couldn’t get away with anything.  If 
Norrix cracked down on the issues, 
the students would not be able to get 
away with as much,” junior Christina 
Minar said.  
	 “The students are used to 
getting away with stuff.  The school 
is changing the rules to make it 
better.  I think that if the students 
knew there were cameras then they 
would be effective,” said Minar. 
	 The school should be a safe place 
for everyone, but for some people it 
just isn’t.  Mainly the student body 
affects the school environment, 
and it is what the students do that 
represents our school.  It will 
be proven in time whether this 
investment will be worth it.
   
   
   
   
   


-  Andrew Chapman broke 40 seconds, not 30 seconds.


-  Leeann Peter’s name was misspelled.


-  Andrae Greer was incorrectly labeled as a sophomore. 	
   He is a junior. 


-  Anne Brown was not credited in the staff list as photo 	   	
   editor. 


-  Nikk Gillespie’s name was misspelled.
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The Zachor is a Hebrew symbol 
for remberance. 


     Homelessness in the United States
 • On average,homelessness lasts for 8 months


 • Single men comprise 51% of the homeless population


 • Families with children account for 30% of U.S. homeless people


 •17% of the homeless are single women


Statistics courtesy of the National Coalition for the Homeless
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	 We don’t often think how huge 
our school is until we come across 
one that has 1,200 students from 
preschool to high school and about 
400 in the high school alone.
	 Four hundred to 40,000, which 
is the average amount of students at 
a public university, is an enormous 
jump to say the least.
	 College may prove intimidating 


enough for a student coming from a 
public high school, with a campus 
miles wide and huge lecture halls, 
let alone having to deal with the 
fact that you are on your own 
and surrounded by thousands of 
others living in the same scenario.  
Intimidating is the briefest way to 
describe the college experience.
	 Some may question a private 
high school student’s ability to 
adapt into a university hosting 
40,000 plus students. It is a 
prime example of a little fish in a 
big pond. But if you look at the 
opposite end of the spectrum, what 
if your’re the big fish and get put 
into the little pond? 
	 For a student graduating from 
a large public high school, the 
atmosphere at a small university 
such as Hope College where there 
are on average 3,000 students may 
seem more confined than it would 
to a student who graduated from a 
small private school. 
	 The size of private colleges 
makes them less intimidating 
and for that reason much more 
appealing to some versus a large 


and the students head to their next 
class, they tend to know every 
single peer that walks past. Their 
lockers are guaranteed to be in one 
of the only two hallways in the 
school. There are no worries about 
remembering the combinations 
either, these well-used lockers are 
lock-free! 
	 There is not much to say about 
the size difference between K- 
Christian and LN besides that it is 
HUGE! Norrix feels like an entire 
city, while Christian feels like just 
one street in the city. Standing near 
the main office in KC, you can see 
almost all of the classrooms. There 
is one smaller hallway that branches 
off of the main one. From the doors 
accessing the gym and J-wing to 
the edge of the A-wing, would be 
about the length of Christian’s two 
hallways combined.  
	 Though at LN some may view 
the small size as sheltered, the 
reality is that most K-Christian 
students enjoy knowing everyone. 
	 Emma Karsten, a senior, 
expresses that, “It’s nice to smile 
and make a connection [with 
everyone]. It makes everything 
seem a little bit closer.” 
	 Plenty of students agree that 
it’s nice to know everyone. A few 
also expressed that it gets a little 
crazy when everyone knows you 
and everything about you. 
	 Another huge difference 
between LN and K-Christian is 
that Kalamazoo Christian, along 
with the fact that they do not have 
a cafeteria, does not provide the 
students with lunch. With the 
exception of every Wednesday 
where they have something called 
“hot lunch,” they only supply a 
vending machine. Can you imagine 
with the size of Norrix, having no 
cafeteria and no food provided? 
Students are instructed to eat in 
their 5th hour classroom for fifteen 
minutes and then they have a 
fifteen-minute break after they eat. 
The special senior privilege is to eat 
in the commons hallway for lunch, 
sitting on the floor or standing. 


university. At a private high school 
such as Kalamazoo Christian what 
seems like a much safer route for 
the graduating seniors is to attend 
colleges such as Hope and Calvin 
College in the fall mainly because 
you are surrounded by others 
who have grown up in the same 
setting. But there are those who 
take the plunge and go for the Big 
10 schools such as the University 
of Michigan and Michigan State 
University. 
	 Keep in mind private 
universities are not specifically 
intended as the next stepping 
stone in a private schooled child’s 
path of education, they are open 
to accepting public schooled high 
school students who are looking 
for a more in-depth and personal 
education. 
	 Rachel Kloosterman, a senior 
at Kalamazoo Christian is still 
undecided as to which college 
she will attend in the fall but feels 
confident that no matter where she 
goes, it will be possible to fit in. 
	 “It will be hard but there’s 
gonna be a mix of everyone and 
some of us will go to private 
schools anyway so I think it will be 
fine,” said Kloosterman. 
	 It is not completely uncommon 
for private schooled students to 
continue on to private colleges for 
their education.  Private colleges 
possess the desirable qualities such 
as smaller learning communities 
and may feel more like home, 
which is something some public 
schooled students are looking for.
	 Attending a large university 
is intimidating to say the least, 
but meeting new people at 
such a large institution can be 
downright scary.  Although a 
little overwhelming, a positive of 
attending a large public university 
is the fact that you are surrounded 
by different people with all 
different views, which some see as 
an advantage and others see as a 
disadvantage. 
	 The principal of Kalamazoo 
Christian, Linda Dahnke expressed, 
“At private schools you get more 
of a one on one opportunity in 
the classroom, and I believe we 
set higher standards here. I would 
say we [the students] are a little 
bit sheltered though, it may be 
more shocking going into a large 
university.”
	 So as we notice all of these 
qualities with public and private 
high school life, we realize that 
there are many different paths 
to success. There are always 
disadvantages to things, but the 
good things pull through in the 
end. Loy Norrix and Kalamazoo 
Christian are very different but even 
with seeing the different views, we 
are all proud of our schools. 


“ I think it’s good 
to have your own 
opinion, there are 


a lot of views in the 
world. “


-David Vanderhorst


Knights Fly Like
Two Loy Norrix Students Travel Beyond the Glass Walls of our School to 
Experience the two Solitary, Packed Hallways of Kalamazoo Christian High School


Dramatic Classic “A Raisin in the Sun” Shines on ABC


COMETS 
SPEAK


K-Christian 
Students and Staff 
Express What They 


Think of Norrix


	 On March 11, 1959 history was 
made, as the curtain went up on 
“A Raisin in the Sun” at the Ethel 
Barrymore theatre in New York. 
Lorraine Hansberry became the first 
African American woman to have a 
play produced on Broadway. 	
	 Focusing on the relationships 
and trials of the Younger family, 
“Raisin” is centered around Walter 
Lee Younger, a chauffeur working 
in Chicago. He and his family live 
in a run down apartment in which 
they share a communal bathroom. 
The conditions of the apartment are 
disgusting, infested with roaches 
and dirty walls. Walter’s mother, 
Lena Younger has been living in 
this apartment since her newlywed 
days, with her late husband. 
	 On the day in question the 
family awaits an insurance check 
from the estate of the late husband 
and father. Ten thousand dollars 
is awarded to Lena, and the story 
begins. Walter wants to invest 
in a liquor store with the money 
whereas his sister, Beneathea wants 
to use it to pay for medical school. 
The story unfolds and Walter is 
eventually, after much turmoil in 
the apartment, granted a share of 
the money to do with as he pleases. 


Anthony J. Hamilton
News Editor


	 Here it is, the first day of high 
school and it is finally lunch time, 
time to face the most dreadful 
decision of the day. You just stand 
there with your tray, ice cold milk 
thawing and pizza cooling, faces 
staring, few are familiar, but where 
to sit.....where to sit? 
	 Imagine if you never had this 
dilemma, not because you’re super 
popular or because you like to eat 
in solitude, but because your school 
does not have a cafeteria to begin 
with!
	 Kalamazoo Christian High 
School is all but a 360 degree turn 
around from Loy Norrix. After 
visiting for a day, it is easy to see 
the many differences between 
the two schools. Religion, small 
size, college advantages and 
social settings are some of these 
important contrasting traits.   
	 Kalamazoo Christian High 
School has seven classes throughout 
the day, each lasting about fifty 
minutes. Being a small Christian 
community, religion is incorporated 
into most classes at K-Christian. 
Students pray three times a day; 
first hour, before lunch, and seventh 
hour. As we visited the school for a 
day this is the biggest difference we 
took notice of. 
	 Junior Teresa Lubbers 
explained how religion is applied 
to the curriculum.  “Sometimes 
it seems like the teachers add 
[religion] in because they have to,” 
said Lubbers. 
	 But this is not the case with all 
subjects or teachers. Lubbers then 
went on to tell how she likes having 
Bible class and religion as a part of 
her school experience. The majority 
of the students agreed that they like 
having religion as a part of their 
education. 
	 It’s hard to imagine Norrix 
with God incorporated so much into 
our everyday classes. K- Christian 
senior David Vanderhorst believes it 
helps establish your religious point 
of view.
	 “I think it’s good to have your 
own opinion, there are a lot of 
views in the world. It is good to 
know what your [religious] opinion 
is,” said Vanderhorst. 
	 Vanderhorst, along with most 
students at K-Christian, said that 
most of the people at their school 
are very religious. 
	 Mr. Bolt, a social studies 
teacher at K-Christian expressed 
that he uses religion in his classes 
“Big Time!”
	 It is apparent that religion 
would easily fit into history classes, 
but what about math and science? 
The LN curriculum would be 
completely different if we had 
religion as a part of each of our 
courses. Think about portraying 
abstract angels and ceramic crosses 
into your basic design work!
	 As an old fashioned bells rings 


Claire Dandois
Addie Drillock


Copy Editor
Sports Editor


“There’s alot of 
Po-Po there” 


John Buwalda


Kevin Hunter
Fomer LN Student


“It’s hard cause 
Norrix was 
so huge, and 
coming to this 
small school 
[makes it 
difficult].”


“[Norrix] gets a 
lot of bad press 
with fighting 
and truancy. 
Not enough 
good things 
are noticed...all 
we hear is the 
negative.”


Mr. Potter-Social 
Studies Teacher


Anna Huyser


	  After a successful 530 
performance run, “A Raisin in the 
Sun” closed on June 25, 1960. The 
original Broadway cast filmed a 
movie adaptation immediately after 
the show’s close.
	 In 1961, Sideny Poitier, 
Claudia McNeil, Diana Sands, and 
Ruby Dee reprised their roles for 
the screen. Despite the powerful 
and emotional acting both onstage 
and off, no Tony Awards or Oscars 
were garnered for the film or 
Broadway production. Now over 
48 years later, there is still hope for 
proper recognition of Hansberry’s 
masterpiece. 
	 In 2004, the first and only 
Broadway revival of “A Raisin 
in the Sun,” was produced at the 
Royale Theatre starring Grammy 
Award winner and rap mogul, Sean 
Combs as Walter Lee Younger, 
acclaimed movie and television 
actress, Sanaa Lathan as Benethea 
Younger, multiple Tony award 
winner, Audra McDonald as Ruth, 
and most recognized for her role 
as Claire Huxtable on the 1980s 
sitcom, “The Cosby Show,” and 
Phylicia Rashad as Lena Younger. 
Both McDonald and Rashad won 
Tony Awards for their portrayals 
in “A Raisin in the Sun.” This 
production ran in New York for a 
total of 88 performances, closing 
July 11, 2004. 


	 Now four years later, the cast 
of the Broadway revival reprise
 their roles for the screen, as did the 
original cast. On February 25 the 
third of three movie adaptations of 
“A Raisin in the Sun” premiered 
on ABC. Despite his lack of acting 
experience and the difficulty of 
taking on a role originally played 
by Oscar winner, Sidney Poitier, 
Sean Combs does a decent job as 
the foolish Walter Lee. He is well 
supported by McDonald, who 
plays his wife. It is obvious why 
McDonald earned her fourth Tony 
Award for her portrayal of Ruth 
Younger. Sanaa Lathan also does 
surprisingly well, having not had a 
hit movie in the past few years, but 
the star of the evening truly was 
Rashad as Lena Younger.
	 Rashad made the hairs on your 
body stand up during her scenes 
with Combs. She was the most 
believable of all the actors and had 
the best chemistry with her co-stars. 
Perhaps her age and experience 
have something to do with her 
ability to make the role look so 
effortless to play.
	 Overall the television movie 
was a nice three hour tribute 
to African Americans who are 
struggling but remember family 
and love must come first. After 48 
years “A Raisin in the Sun” is still 
shining. 


Students at Kalamazoo Christian focus during a quiet hour of study hall.  It is 
typical for most students have at least one block of study hall throughout the 
day.


CLAIRE DANDOIS / KNIGHT LIFE


From left: Sanaa Lathan (Beneathea), Phylicia Rashad (Lena), Audra 
McDonald (Ruth),  Justin Martin (Travis), and Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs (Walter 
Lee) star in the third movie adaptation of “A Raisin in the Sun”


PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE.COM


“Ive heard that 
there are alot 
more people 
there [at Norrix]  
and I know that 
Norrix is rivals 
with Kalamazoo 
Central.
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and night for months murdered 
3 men.  This gave people such 
as Attorney Jack Thompson, a 
long-time crusader against violent 
video games, the upper hand on the 
war on violent games. Since then, 
others have done the same, blaming 
violent acts on violent video games 
claiming, “I was just reenacting 
something from a videogame.” 
A study done by the American 
Psychological Association 
concluded in their “Journal of 
Personality and social Psychology” 
that:
“Playing violent video games like 
Doom, Wildenstein 3D or mortal 
Kombat can increase a person’s 
aggressive thoughts, feelings and 
behavior both in laboratory settings 
and actually life . . . violent video 
games can be more harmful than 
violent television and movies 
because they are interactive, very 
engrossing and require the player to 
identify with the aggressor.”
	 My own mother hates all the 
blood in a Mature rated game I 
play called “Straglehold,” a fun but 
senselessly violent game.
	 USC sociologist Karen 
Sternheimer says “we need to look 
beyond video games for the roots 
of youth violence.” www.Physorg.
com held it’s own study. They took 
a group people and had them play 
“Asheron’s Call 2” for a month, 
adding up to a total of 56 hours, and 


	 Elizabeth Peters is one of 
the most acclaimed writers of our 
time. She has been writing an 
eighteen book series of phenomenal 
proportions for almost three 
decades. Peters has accomplished 
what few series writers have been 
able to do, create an exciting 
and informational story that 
combines Peters’ love of writing 
and Egyptology. Peters sets before 
us a wonderful world beginning 
in the late nineteenth century and 
continuing well into the industrial 
revolution.
	 Peters’ first book, “Crocodile 
on the Sandbank,” is set in England 
and Egypt in 1884. This begins 
the journal of Amelia Peabody, a 
forward thinking European women 
who seeks a life of adventure after 
her father passes away leaving 
her an inheritance that allows her 
to travel to her heart’s content. 
Throughout the series Peters leads 
you through a civilization buried in 
the sand and the developing culture 
at its surface. Peters’ love of Egypt 
is shown as deeply as Amelia’s
	 With her husband Radcliffe 
Emerson, son Ramses and countless 


friends, family and foes, Amelia 
braves perilous dangers fighting 
crime and discovering secrets 
under the sands of Egypt, all while 
maintaining a wealthy  English 
women’s persona.
	 “If Indiana Jones were female, 
a wife, and a mother who lived 
in Victorian times, he would be 
Amelia Peabody Emerson,” said 
Publishers Weekly.
	 Peter’s most recent book is, 
“Tomb of the Golden Bird,” which 
is set in 1923 and takes place 
during the infamous discovery of 
King Tut’s tomb. Amelia is now a 
grandmother and happily living out 
her life in Egypt with her husband, 
exploring the  mysteries of Egypt’s 
world.
	 For the next thirty years of 
Amelia’s life you read about 
murders, mysteries and some 
of the most important world 
changing events. With the women’s 
movement in England, World War 
I, and some of the most amazing 
archeological digs in Egypt, 
Amelia’s life is never boring.
Peters has created an amazing 
family and has brought a new 
generation of readers to an old 
world.


The Amelia Peabody Series:


	 Paul is in love. He’s not 
quite sure that the object of his 
affection even knows he’s alive, 
and it seems that Paul’s friends are 
drifting away from him, and his 
ex is ever present. The only thing 
that separates David Levithan’s 
novel “Boy Meets Boy” from any 
other teen romance is the culture by 
which Paul is surrounded. Paul’s 
high school is a utopia in terms 
of sexuality acceptance. The drag 
queen clique decides who is “in” 
and who is “out,” the homecoming 
queen and the star quarterback 
are one in the same; a girl named 
Infinite Darlene who used to be 
Daryl, and the gay-straight-alliance 
was formed to teach the straight 
kids how to dance. 
	 Levithan’s novel does not, 
however, focus on gay issues. The 
story is about love, friendship, and 
all the other painfully awkward 
elements of high school. The story 
is about a boy who seems to have 
it all together, and compared to 
his peers he probably does but of 


course he does not think that he 
does.  Because the story is placed in 
a fantasy town free from prejudices, 
issues between gays and straights 
virtually do not exist.  
The failing point of the novel does 
not exist in relationships between 
the characters, which are carefully 
and wittily crafted by Levithan, but 
in the characters themselves. 
	 If Levithan’s intent is to 
promote gay rights and equality, 
he falls short in his character 
development. Instead of creating 
rounded, easily accessible 
characters, who just happen to 
be gay, transgender, bisexual, or 
straight, Paul, Infinite Darlene, 
and the rest of the gang are all 
defined almost exclusively by their 
sexuality. 
	 Whatever your Spring 
Break plans are, whether you’ll 
be relaxing on hot beach sands, 
rebuilding New Orleans, or sticking 
around in the polar icecaps, a good, 
quick read is in order. “Boy Meets 
Boy” is most certainly that fun 
beach read you’ve been looking for, 
that doesn’t make you feel stupid 
for reading it.


“Boy Meets Boy” 


Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


Rebecca Kissinger
Copy Editor


	 Personal profiles have never 
been so easily available to the 
common person as they are today. 
Question is, where do you want to 
put yours? Myspace or Facebook? 
Maybe both. As it is, there has been 
some controversy over which space 
is better to use. 
	 Putting your face and favorite 
activities on the internet is, 
strangely enough, a highly addictive 
hobby that many teenagers enjoy. 
Long gone are the days where 
you had to actually go meet a 
person face to face in order to get 
to know them. The internet offers 
customized web pages which 
allow you to put yourself out 
there, exposed to the world. The 
question becomes, where do you 
want to have this next generation 
experience? Which web site 
better fits your needs? Myspace or 
Facebook?
	 Both web sites allow pictures, 
videos, comments, blogs, profile 
questions, groups that are centered 
around certain subjects, and an 
electronic connection to everyone 
else who has a profile. Myspace 
and Facebook do all of these things 
in different ways, and neither is 
necessarily better or worse than the 
other.
	 Myspace allows the user to 
personalize their own web page 
without the complex knowledge of 
HTML. Flipping through profiles 
on Myspace, you can easily see 
what each person is like. You can 
place music, pictures, videos, 
blogs (online journals), and even 
how you happen to feel that day 


on your Myspace through public 
emoticons (electronic faces that 
show emotion). 
	 A music directory of bands 
is available on Myspace. Here a 
web-surfer can search through and 
add music to their profile page, 
and at the discretion of the artist, 
even download music. Facebook 
has similar applications, but not 
nearly as convenient and handy as 
Myspace’s music directory.
	 Facebook does not allow you 
to have many of those liberties, 
although you can still answer a 
few simple questions such as what 
your favorite quotes are, what 
school you go to, etc... On the 
prop side for Facebook, you can 
have many applications, or little 
mini-games. There are applications 
like Scrabulous, Pirates Vs. 
Ninjas, Superpoke, Food Fight, 
Horoscopes, Quizzes, and many 
more that are available depending 
on what you are interested in.
	 While Facebook doesn’t let 
you play with the color schemes, 
pictures, and videos on your 
profile page (certain applications 
have links that will lead viewers 
to those), Facebook also looks a 
lot cleaner and more professional 
than Myspace. It is possible to 
have too much flair. Many people 
on Myspace overdo their profile 
pages to the point where they don’t 
load quickly, they look gaudy, and 
no one really wants to read your 
profile anymore. Facebook is clean 
and precise and its uniform look 
ultimately makes a better picture, so 
long as the user is tactful with the 
amount of applications they use.
	 While it does depend what 
computer you use, Myspace has a 
tendency to load much slower than 


Facebook. It lags when you simply 
go to check your inbox, or change 
your mood.  On Myspace you can 
also click on a link, and oftentimes 
you’ll run into a “page can’t be 
found” message. All of the ads 
that Myspace places on its pages 
are a huge hassle and also slow 
down loading time. Facebook runs 
relatively smoothly and has few to 
no ads.
	 Myspace accumulates a lot 
of spam and hacking as well. You 
see spam mail in your inbox and 
on your comments on your profile 
all the time, sometimes asking if 
you want to hook up with some 
random girl in a picture. Profiles 
on Myspace get hacked all the time 
to place this spam, and while Tom 
sounds like he’s trying to fix it, 
you can still find signs of spam and 
hacking wherever you go. This is 
not a problem on Facebook. You 
never hear anything about spam 
or hacking outside of unwanted 
application invitations.
	 It is not unheard of on Myspace 
for people you have never seen 
before in your life to send you 
friend invitations simply so they 
can boost their friend list numbers. 
Apparently friend lists are simply a 
huge competition between strangers 
on Myspace. While the same thing 
occurs occasionally on Facebook, 
it’s not nearly as prominent. 
	 While Myspace is easier to 
customize, Facebook is downright 
more fun. Applications can keep 
you busy for hours while you sit 
and chat with your friends through 
your inbox, groups and causes 
keep you well informed,  and the 
application “events” keeps you 
updated about important events 
around your area.


Renee Macdonald
Layout Editor


Facebook vs. Myspace:
Internet Wars Commence


	 Since 1972, when video games 
came out, there have been people 
trying to dispose of the violent 
video games such as “Mortal 
Kombat” or “Doom.” Controversial 
video games started on the PC. 
The Entertainment Software 
Rating Board (ESRB) was created 
to rate games on a scale from 
Early Childhood (EC) to Adults 
Only (AO). The first couple of 
controversial video games were 
primarily controversial because of 
sexual content.  As the video game 
franchise has evolved to console 
gaming, games have become more 
and more violent.
	 When violent or controversial 
video games are mentioned, the first 
game some may think of is “Grand 
Theft Auto III” (GTA3). Although 
this was not the first of its kind, it 
was the first popular one.  In some 
countries this game has even been 
banned! Violent games similar to 
“Grand Theft Auto III” and “Doom” 
made some parents furious. Parents 
felt that this senseless violence 
was corrupting their children by 
exposing them to violence. 
	  On March 6, 2005 
Correspondent Ed Bradley from 
CBS aired that 18-year-old Devin 
Moore who had played GTA day 


found no psychological difference 
between the people who played 
the game and people who don’t 
generally play games at all.
	  I use video games as an outlet 
for my anger; it is not the cause 
of it. If I have a really bad day at 
school, where everyone is picking 
on me and they make me angry, I 
go home get on “Halo 3” and shoot 
some aliens in the face.  Isn’t that 
not better than getting a real gun 
and shooting those who made me 
angry at school? 
	 The act of playing violent 
video games is harmless, and it can 
affect different people in different 
ways. Blaming video games for 
violent crimes is ludicrous. I once 
read in a “Time” magazine that 
playing certain games can actually 
help surgeons before they go into 
surgery because it warms up their 
hand eye coordination. 
	 Although all video games are 
not guaranteed to enhance hand eye 
coordination, most violent video 
games do require at least some 
tactical thinking. Video games are a 
virtual art form and are just as much 
a form of art as music, film, or 
painting. And all of those art forms 
actually go into making a video 
game, so to say violent video games 
perpetuate violence is like saying 
music, movies or paintings with 
violent content all incite violence. 


The War on Video Games
Mateo Hernandez


Staff Writer


From England to Egypt


Offers a Fun, Quick Beach Read


Since the 70’s Peters has written a total of eighteen books in the Amelia 
Peabody collection and incorporates over three thousand years of Egyptian 
history within the pages of her books-. 


vs


The classic PC game Doom was one of the most violent of its time, the main character sporting an arsenal of weaponry  
used to slaughter monsters and demon-like creatures.
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	 Sushi, it is not just raw fish rolled up 
into a tiny rice-filled roll.  Kumo Hibachi 
and Sushi, located at 6396 S. Westnedge in 
Portage, offers a variety of Japanese cuisine 
including their popular hibachi and sushi.  
	 The restaurant has a gorgeous set-up 
with several tables positioned on top of stairs 
for patrons to sit down and dine on cushions.  
Kumo Hibachi’s dining room also consists 
of a small bar where the chefs prepare fresh 
sushi and sashimi for diners to walk up to and 
observe.  The hibachi room, located in the 
back of the restaurant, seats several parties of 
up to eight.  Chefs cook on the hibachi right 
in front of the customers, which makes for a 
fantastic show with flames flying high into 
the air as your food is prepared in front of 
your eyes.
	 Kumo Hibachi’s menu consists of several 
varieties of Japanese cuisine.  At my first 
glance of the menu, I had absolutely no idea 
what “maki,” “tamaki,” “sashimi,” or “udon” 
meant until I asked 
for assistance from 
several waitresses 
and the manager 
(in case you didn’t 
know, “maki” 
means a roll, 
“tamaki” means a 
hand roll, “sashimi” 
is cut raw fish, and 
“udon” are thick 
noodles).  Kumo 
Hibachi offers 
sushi, sashimi, 
appetizers, entrees, 
hibachi, udon or 
soba (pan fried 
noodles), and 
varieties of teriyaki.  
Prices vary greatly, 
between $1.50 for 
the least expensive 
sushi and sashimi a 
la carte all the way 
up to $46.95 for 
an immense amount of expensive sushi in a 
sushi entrée.
	 One of the misconceptions about sushi 
is that it is all raw.  It’s not.  Since I am still 
skeptical about trying raw tuna or salmon, 
I ordered the Spicy Tempura Maki ($6.95), 
a roll filled with deep fried tempura shrimp, 
avocado, cucumber, and tobiko (tiny caviar).  
My guest ordered the Philadelphia Roll 
($6.95), another type of sushi without raw 
fish consisting of smoked salmon, avocado, 
cucumber, scallions, cream cheese, and 
tobiko.  In addition, she ordered the miso 
soup ($1.95) as an appetizer which is a 
broth consisting of bean curd, seaweed, and 
scallion.
	 Upon waiting for our food, several 
servers offered us refills on our cups of 
green tea.  Their visits were frequent which 
made for excellent service.  I was offered a 
sample of their green tea ice cream after I 
asked the manager what it tasted like.  The 
sample was split between my guest and 
myself, and dessert before dinner never 
tasted so excellent.  I did not know what to 
expect at the first bite, but the mint green 
colored ice cream tasted delicious.  It was 
a cross between a light drizzle of caramel 
and chocolate chips with a hint of tea.   The 
dessert was not at all what I would have 
expected.  I anticipated a strong tea-flavored 


heap of cream.  This flavor was far from it.
	 Our food arrived in about ten or fifteen 
minutes, positioned on the plate in a very 
artistic set up.  The Spicy Tempura Maki 
was spicy and delicious, cut in five pieces 
with a long shrimp tail adorning the ends of 
two slices of the maki.  Picking the Spicy 
Tempura Maki up with chopsticks proved 
to be very difficult since the pieces were so 
large and stuffed.  The Philadelphia Roll was 
a bit easier to pick up with chopsticks as they 
were cut into six smaller cylinders.  This 
roll was good and tasty, especially with the 
cream cheese and dipped in Kumo Hibachi’s 
homemade teriyaki sauce.  The Philadelphia 
Roll was recommended by my guest for fans 
of smoked fish.  It was not spicy like the 
tempura maki so it would be perfect for those 
who prefer mild foods.  
	 I was curious as to what the desserts 
were like.  The menu consisted of a dessert 
called Mochi ($3.95), which I had never 
heard of before.  Kumo Hibachi’s manager 
described it as a rice dough on the outside, 
enclosing an ice cream center.  As a treat, a 


sample of the Mochi 
was brought out for my 
guest and I after our 
dinner.  I don’t think I 
have ever tried an ice 
cream dessert quite 
as unique or delicious 
before.  The flavors 
of ice cream in the 
center vary depending 
on Kumo Hibachi’s 
availability, but the 
rice dough covered a 
ball of tasty, pink, and 
fruity raspberry ice 
cream.  The dough was 
the consistency of gum 
or a gummy worm and 
was surprisingly good, 
but had to be cut with 
a fork because of its 
gum-like make-up.  
The consistency of 
the dough and its light 
flavor made consuming 


the raspberry ice cream a magical adventure 
with all new texures and flavors.
	 Our grand total came to $18.93 with 
the two sushi plates and two green teas at 
$1.00 each.  The average bill for two people 
will actually depend on personal preferences 
and how many dishes are ordered.  I would 
estimate the average bill being between 
$15.00 and $35.00 for two diners. 
	 Kumo Hibachi and Sushi had excellent 
service and a variety of sushi and Japanese 
food to select from.  Sushi is a delicacy 
that must be tried at least one time in life, 
and Kumo Hibachi is an excellent place to 
partake in this adventure.  For first time sushi 
consumers, it is typically recommended that 
you try the California Roll first, which is a 
standard sushi filled with imitation crabmeat, 
avocado, and cucumber.  Since it is not 
real fish, this sushi is popular among those 
who have not yet tried sushi.  Intermediate 
sushi diners can try the sushis with raw 
tuna, salmon, or eel.  For some of the more 
experienced and daring sushi lovers out there, 
try sashimi since it is only raw fish with no 
rice or vegetables. 
	 Prior to my visit to Kumo Hibachi, I 
have tried sushi only once and was satisfied 
with it, but Kumo Hibachi’s sushi was even 
more delicious and has officially hooked me 
to this international treat. 


Kristen Wehling
Feature Editor


Kumo Hibachi and 
Sushi Will Hook You


Sushi: Cold cooked rice dressed that 
is topped with raw or cooked fish, or 
formed into a roll with fish, egg, or 
vegetables and wrapped in seaweed.


Sashimi: A Japanese dish consisting of 
very thin bite-size slices of fresh raw 
fish, traditionally served with soy sauce 
and wasabi.


Hibachi: A small Japanese-style 
charcoal brazier covered with a grill, 
usually used for outdoor cooking (The 
grill Kumo Hibachi uses).  It is also the 
North American term for Japanese 
teppanyaki cooking.


Peak Performers in the ARTS
Senior Vanetta Jones has been a member 
of the LN Marching Band and the 
performing drumline for all four years at 
Norrix.  Jones was first  inspired to play 
the drums in 8th grade when she saw the 
movie “Drumline,” and from that moment 
on she decided that drumming was what 
she wanted to do in high school.


“Drumming is something that calms me 
down and relaxes me,” Jones said.


Jones also gives credit to former LN Band 
teacher Sue “Ms. J” Johnson for being her 
inspiration to keep pushing herself to 
become the drummer she is today.


“Ms. J worked us hard,” said Jones.  “She 
can be strict when it comes down to 
performing.”  


Jones added that Ms. J was otherwise a 
pretty cool laid back individual.


Jones plans to attend Central Michigan 
University this fall and aspires to be a part 
of their drumline and pep band.  However, 
Jones admits that drumming will not 
pay her bills, so she is planning to make 
good money by studying to become a tax 
attorney.


“I can make more money being an 
attorney than drumming my whole life,” 
said Jones.


Jones is currently using her drumming 
hands to write poetry and participate 
on the LN Forensics team.  She plans on 
continuing to work hard and possibly 
becoming as great at poetry as she is at 
drumming.


Sophomore Teeoncey Sanders has been 
singing since 7th grade.  Sanders is no 
stranger to the spotlight.  She was once a 
part of the children’s choir at Maple Street 
Magnet School and has been singing with 
her choir at Richland Bible Church for the 
last couple of months.


Sanders has not been involved in singing 
and performing here at Loy Norrix, but has 
been thinking about joining the choir.  The 
reason for Sanders not participating in the 
choir here at Loy Norrix can be attributed 
to her focus on taking required classes.


“I’m trying to get all of my core classes out 
of the way then maybe I can do more stuff 
next year,” Sanders said.  “It’s something I 
do as more of a hobby.”


Sanders does not plan on taking singing 
to the next level or pursuing it as a career.  
Instead, Sanders wishes to become a 
writer.  She enjoys writing short stories and 
one day hopes to publish a novel.


In addition to her love for singing, Sanders 
is also interested in the guitar and is eager 
to take lessons.


Junior Courtney Dodge  just started 
acting this year.  Dodge first participated 
in the Loy Norrix Drama Department’s 
production of “Greater Tuna” this past fall.  
She is a part of the Forensics team and has 
appeared in this year’s musical production 
of “Little Shop of Horrors” as the savvy 
businesswoman Patricia Martin.


Dodge’s first audition was for the 
Kalamazoo Civic’s production of “High 
School Musical.”  She did not get into the 
show, but was very proud of the fact that 
she received a call back.  This fueled her to 
keep on 
auditioning until she was cast in a show.


“I never found anything I was good at and 
really liked to do until now,” said Dodge. 


Dodge agrees that she has been, as they 
say in show business “bitten by the bug” 
and plans to attend more auditions, get 
into more shows, and even would like 
to aim for a role at the Kalamazoo Civic.  
Although Dodge is very ambitious about 
performing, she does not wish to pursue 
performing as a career.


Dodge won’t let this difficulty stop her 
from enjoying the one thing in which she 
has found her “niche.”  Dodge adds that 
she picks up on things quickly and also 
that she gets a rush from the move of 
things in performing.


“I’m a fast paced kind of kid, that’s why I 
like this stuff,” said Dodge.


Dodge has recently auditioned and was 
cast in the Civic Youth Theater’s 
production of “Holes” as Stanley Yelnats’ 
mother.


Jacquese Steele
Staff Writer


Sanders does not plan on 
taking singing to the next 


level or pursuing it as a career.  
Instead, Sanders wishes to 


become a writer.  She enjoys 
writing short stories and one 
day hopes to publish a novel.
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Left: The Philadelphia Roll ($6.95) on a plate adorned with a small drop of wasabi and ginger.
Right: The Spicy Tempura Maki ($6.95) served with a side of wasabi and ginger as well.  
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The Hibachi Room at Kumo Hibachi and Sushi. Patrons seat themselves in parties of up to eight 
around the hibachi grill and watch as the cooks prepare their meals.








9A & E April 2008


QUICK PICKS
Claire Dandois


Copy Editor


Music:


BOOK:


MOVIE:


	 The new album, “In Rainbows” 
by Radiohead, starts off with a
deep, rhythmic beat, with the
complex lyrics winding through 
it. The flow of the music and 
expressions give a sense of 
transparency and unearthliness. 
        At times, the percussion 
dominates as the 
guitars surge in 
a mystical turn 
of notes. As the 
sounds fill your 
ears, you find 
yourself wanting 
to close your eyes, 
“hit the bottom, and escape.” As a 
whole the album has an electronic 
feel as it warps through each 
thrilling track. 
        “You used to be alright, what 
happened, et cetera, et cetera…” 
This is a line of the lyrics from 
the opening track, 15 Step. 
This album is full of appealing 
names and twisted, compelling 
lyrics with titles ranging from 
“Bodysnatchers” to “Faust Arp.” 
Listening to the lyrics you find 
they are full of meaning, “Has the 
light gone out for you? Cause the 
light’s gone out for me.” As Thom 
Yorke sings, he shows the nature 
of the lyrics as genuine and  truly 
meaningful.
	 This new CD was finished 
in 2007, fours years after their 
previous album. Radiohead has 
been around since 1993, often 
being one of the bands to really 
watch for. 		
	 The release of “In Rainbows”  
has proven their longevity as 
artists. Radiohead sincerely 
has what it takes to overcome 
hardships and seal their title as 
one of the greatest groups of all 
time. 


	 “The Dive from Clausen’s Pier” 
by Ann Packer is all about decision 
making. The main character, Carrie 
Bell, has so many pivotal decisions 
in her life that bring her from one 
place to the next. 
	 It begins when her fiancé 
whom she has been with since 
high school, takes a dive off of 
Clausen’s Pier. The shallow water 
in this familiar vacation spot 
leaves him a quadriplegic, or 
paralyzed in all four limbs. The fact 
that their relationship was “in a 
cold, dark place” before all of this 
does not help Carrie’s situation. 
It comes to the point where she 
decides to leave her fiancé, family, 
and friends behind and drive to 
New York.
	 The big city brings new and 
exciting opportunities for her 
and she is content there. But back 
home is her family and things she 
holds deep in her heart. 
	 Ann Packer pulls off 
numerous descriptive phrases 
that paint a vivid picture in your 
mind. The significance of Carrie’s 
decisions is truly evocative. This 
book has the potential to affect all 
who read it as they deal with their 
own life and relationships.


	 “The Darjeeling Limited,” 
directed by Wes Anderson, 
was released in October 2007. 
Most would agree that this 
movie is an extraordinary one, 
as proclaimed by the L.A. Daily 
News. The focus in the beginning 
on an insignificant character 
demonstrates that this picture is 
unsystematic and nebulous. The 
film captures you 
in a meaningful, 
yet free wheeling 
journey through 
India.
	 As the three 
Whitman brothers 
come together for 
the first time in a 
year, they board 
a colorful Indian 
train in search of a 
“spiritual journey.” They encounter 
many problems and cannot 
succeed as they try to experience 
something vital. But when a turn 
of events leads them where most 
people may break down, they end 
up getting the experience they 
anticipated. The brothers become 
closer and face what they have 
always needed to; their mother. 
	 Although this plot may seem 
serious, the movie is very off-beat. 
It is its own in every way and is 
very eye catching. “The Darjeeling 
Limited” is bittersweet and 
adventurous, yet somewhat arid 
and altogether arbitrary. Set in 
India, the colors and clothing are 
amazing. The filming is unusual 
and creates a unique visual image 
that absorbs the viewers.


Book-”The Dive from 
Clausen’s Pier,” by Ann 
Packer


Music-”In Rainbows,” by 
Radiohead


Movie-”The Darjeeling 
Limited”


Addie Drillock
Sports Editor


“Little Shop of Horrors” Eats 
its Way to Loy Norrix


Don’t Feed the Plant!


Jason Koole
Beat Editor


	 Your destiny may be 
determined by what actions you 
may take in your life, but can it 
be predicted?  Tarot is the art of 
determining what may or may 
not happen in your life and what 
things may occur to you.  If you 
are a believer in the occult or 
follow a Pagan style religion then 
Tarot is the method of predicting 
what events may happen to you or 
emotions you may feel, before it 
actually happens.
	 The basic reading for Tarot 
requires a forty-six card Tarot deck.  
The deck has a Major Arcana, 
which represent the profound 
emotions and struggles that 
may happen and then the Minor 
Arcana, which represent the lesser 
emotions or the underlying themes 
and feelings.  A Tarot deck should 
consist of 22 Major Arcana and the 
rest should be Minor Arcana.  There 


Defining Tarot: the Art of Determination
are four houses in the Tarot deck for 
the Minor Arcana.  Those houses 
consist of Pentacles, Swords, Cups 
and Wands.  
	 Major Arcana has the most 
profound meanings between the two 
arcane, meaning the Major Arcana 
symbolizes the stronger emotions.  
An example of a Major Arcana 
card would be the Fool.  The Fool 
is a Tarot card with the number 
zero, or 2 (depending on the deck) 
and has one of the most significant 
meanings among all of the Major 
Arcana.  The Fool represents the 
journey one must take in life.  
	 In the illustration of The Fool, 
The Fool shows a man at the edge 
of a cliff who is about to take 
another step. The Fool does not 
realize the path before him and is 
immature about his decisions.  The 
Fool exists in the present and is in 
search of experience but realizes 
that his journey may someday bring 
him back to the same path.
	 When the card appears in the 
reading, its meaning will depend 


on whether the picture is right 
side up or upside down.  Both of 
these have a different but similar 
meaning, and all of the Tarot cards 
mean something, that includes the 
Minor Arcana as well.  If the Fool, 
for example, is right side up it 
represents excessive excitement, if 
it upside down it represents absence 
of mind.
	 There are many styles for 
interpreting and reading the cards.  
Tarot is an art, so the only true 
way to learn it is to seek it out for 
yourself.  Students practice the art 
of Tarot at LN. It is not a distant 
and foreign thing.
	 “Tarot is the reading of 
possibilities and interpretation on 
what the cards mean to the person,” 
said Kailin Kenerly, a junior at LN.
	 “The card reader gives the 
customer (subject), or themselves 
if he or she is reading their own 
cards, a general outline of what the 
customer’s cards represent.  Then 
it is up to the customer to interpret 
what the cards mean to them.  You 


have to interpret it for yourself,” 
said Kenerly. 
	 Buying a Tarot deck is all about 
the feeling you have from it. Make 
sure you feel good about it when 
buying it.  
	 “Usually when you’re a 
beginner, you should look at the 
deck and make sure it feels right for 
you,” said Kenerly
 	 There are some misconceptions 
about Tarot.  One misconception 
about Tarot is what the cards 
actually mean, “The death card does 
not mean death, it means change,” 
Kenerly said. 
	 The true art of Tarot is 
not in the reading, but in the 
interpretation. It is not about 
predicting your destiny. It means 
to find a layout for the future and 
whether that future is good or not is 
up to the decisions you make.  It is 
about interpretation. Whether you 
believe it is up to you.  What Tarot 
is though, is a matter of believing 
and interpreting your destiny.
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Seymour (Ryan Smith) carries Audrey (Annie Farner) to the the plant to be 
eaten. While Farner gets eaten, what the audience doesn’t see is that she 
escapes the plants mouth by a hidden door behind the plant.


Seymour (Ryan Smith) and Mr. 
Mushnik (Abe Epskamp-Hunt) end  
their duo dance number with a pose.
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	 Tattered bricks and rustic trash 
cans line the run-down Skid Row, 
a street on which dreams scarcely 
go beyond daydreams. While the 
majority of the inhabitants on 
Skid Row settle for their far-from-
perfect lives, the young Seymour 
(played by senior Ryan Smith) 
has a different future in mind as 
he desperately tries to escape Skid 
Row and the stereotypes that tag 
along with it. 
	 The cherry red blouses and 
leopard print sky high heels worn 
by Audrey (played by senior Annie 
Farner) are the only eye-catchers on 
the gloomy set that was designed 
by W. Douglas Blickle. But these 
costumes designed by Lou Irwin 
prove to be enough motivation for 
Seymour to fall in love. It proves 
to be a challenge for Seymour and 
Audrey to avoid each other, as they 
are co-workers at the local plant-
shop which causes some tension 
with Audrey’s slimy boyfriend, 
Orin (played by senior Carl DePew) 
the local dentist. 
	 Although Audrey slowly 
begins to captivate the heart of the 
innocent Seymour, it is Audrey II 
that seems to take up the majority 
of his time, which ultimately cuts 
into his social life. Audrey II, which 
is soon to become known as the 
giant man-eating plant, named 
after Audrey, starts out as a simple 
experiment of Seymour’s and it 
soon not only attracts the attention 
of Audrey herself but also the 
attention of everyone on Skid Row 
and far beyond. The excitement of 
Audrey II scores booming business 
for Mr. Mushnik, the demanding 
owner the flower shop (played by 
junior Abe Epskamp-Hunt) and 
before you know it the flower shop 
on Skid Row is the new “it” spot.  
Little to every ones knowledge, 
Seymour has been feeding the 


plant his own human blood in 
order for it to grow big and strong. 
Soon the plant becomes too reliant 
on Seymour and craves more 
solid forms of food.
	 Senior Anthony Hamilton 
has now starred in three of 
the spring musical productions 
since he’s been involved in the 
Loy Norrix Department of Music, 
but this is his first musical where 
he was not seen at all on stage. 
Playing the voice of Audrey II in 
“Little Shop of Horrors,” Hamilton 
sang off stage while junior Chase 
Mazur manipulated the giant plant 


to give it a more realistic effect and 
with the help from the sound crew, 
operated by Les Batts Hamilton’s 
voice was projected thorough the 
entire auditorium.
	 Hamilton’s performance was 
a success to say the least, despite 
the fact that he was not seen at 
all throughout the musical.  His 
enthusiasm and vibrant vocals are 
enough to captivate the audience.  
Another vital factor that made 
Hamilton’s role in the musical 
so crucial is the fact that he 
choreographed the entire play from 
every flashing hand to tapping toe.  
Hamilton’s steps matched perfectly 
to the lively tunes that were directed 
and produced by Marie Kerstetter.
	 Opposite of Hamilton, this was 
a big debut for Smith. 
	 “This is the biggest part I have 
ever played. I’ve always just been 
the back up chorus in the plays so 
this is a big jump for me.  It’s a lot 
different,” said Smith. 
	 Smith’s character Seymour 
not only captures the heart of the 
beautiful Audrey, but the audience 
as well. His quirky personality and 


stylish attire made him irresistible 
to all. Smith admits that he was 
well suited for the part. 
“I am kind of 
goofy anyways, 
so it wasn’t too 
hard to play the part. It really 
was exhausting though more than 
anything,” said Smith. 
	 While exhausting as Smith’s 


part may be, he fortunately did not 
have to perform in three inch heels. 
Farner impresses the audience 
with her ability to strut her stuff in 
form fitting costumes with a diva 
essence about her while holding a 
perfect tune to her numbers such 
as “Somewhere That’s Green,” 
in which Audrey daydreams of 
someday leaving gloomy Skid Row 
and living somewhere beautiful and 
peaceful with Seymour.
	 “Little Shop of Horrors” is 
a prime example that opposites 
attract. Audrey is a classy and 
popular diva with a hardcore 
boyfriend and Seymour, a socially 
awkward baseball-cap-wearing 
nerd that can hardly take his mind 
off plants let alone focus it towards 
a girl. Despite their differences, 
Seymour and Audrey seem to hit it 
off romantically.
	 Impressing women is just 
one small step to success in man’s 
ideal world, and Seymour goes to 
great lengths to impress Audrey. 
By creating Audrey II he does just 
that. Although at first, his plan to 
grow the exotic plant is flawless, 


Audrey II becomes 
more of a hassle and 


Seymour soon forgets 
the main objective of 


his plan. While the plant 
grows, so does Seymour’s ego 


and he becomes dependant upon the 
plant, without it and the attention it 
brings that he will once again mean 
nothing to Audrey.
	 In “Little Shop of Horrors,” 
Audrey II’s plan begins to take 
action when it begins demanding 
Seymour for more food in the hit 
“Feed Me.”  Audrey II is hungry 
for human flesh and that is ALL he 
will eat, and his persistence is just 
enough to get under Seymour’s 
skin. Seymour resorts to feeding 
Audrey II any acquaintances of 
Skid Row that get in his way. Orin, 
Audrey’s abusive boyfriend is the 
first to go, which really is not too 
much of a burden on Seymour’s 
conscience. A week later when Mr. 
Mushnik catches on to Seymour’s 
plan, he sets himself up to become 
Audrey II’s next meal. Seymour 
becomes reliant on Audrey II as he 
takes care of all those who seem to 
be getting in his way.
	 It is interesting to see which 
LN alumni return year after year to 
watch these productions, but “Little 
Shop” attracted the attention of 
those young and old with its quirky 
plot and charming character. It is 
hard not to fall in love with the 
cast as well, and with background 
vocals coming from the beautiful 
urchins Crystal, Ronette and 
Chiffon (played by seniors Abbey 
Brooks, Jaquese Steele and Catrina 
Brooks) who also bust out their 
rebelling personalities to give the 
show a little flavor. The musical hits 
a note that strikes well with all. 
	 Loy Norrix class of 2005 and 
a star of many of the Loy Norrix 
Musical Department productions, 
Jared Woodhouse has come to 
see the opening show of every 
musical since he has graduated 
and “Little Shop of Horrors” is 
no exception. Attracting the right 
kind of attention with its awkward 
humor, this version of “Little Shop” 
got more than just an okay from 
Woodhouse, “This has got to be 
one the best performances I have 
seen put on by Loy Norrix with 
one of the strongest casts,” said 
Woodhouse, a current Musical and 
Theater major at Western Michigan 
University.
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	 In 1984 a highflying rookie 
from North Carolina signed a multi 
year contract with what then was 
an upcoming shoe company, Nike. 
This kid was Michael Jordan, who 
didn’t even wear Nike shoes and 
had to be convinced by his parents 
to sign with the company. This 
turned out to be a great decision; 
the shoe was an instant hit. Jordan’s 
first shoe was so hot that it was 
banned from the NBA.
  	 “I remember the first time I 
saw the swoosh I was like those are 
cool I got to get me a pair of those,” 
said Loy Norrix principal David 
LaPrairie. 


  	 Jordan had to pay a five 
thousand dollar fine for each game 
he wore the Air Jordan One. The 
shoe was released in 1985 kicking 
off not only the greatest legacy 
in sneakers, but also the greatest 
legacy in basketball history.
  	 With one of the best marketing 
campaigns ever and the game’s best 
player, the Jordan shoe sales soared 
quickly, becoming the best selling 
shoe Nike has ever produced. 


“I remember the 
first time I saw the 
swoosh I was like 


those are cool I got 
to get me a pair of 


those.”


-Principal David LaPrairie
	 Most may not be aware that I 
am a Marine. Whenever this subject 
comes up, the first reaction I usually 
get is, “Why?” Most are curious as 
to what I am doing now, what I will 
be doing in the future, and all the 
details of my commitment to this 
great country.
	 First of all, I joined the Marines 
for many reasons that I am not able 
to put into words. At first I was only 
thinking of joining some branch 
just to get extra money for college. 
I am a tough guy, and I figured that 
it wouldn’t be too bad. After about 
a year I started to seriously think 
about it. It started to seem like 
something I could actually do for a 
living.
	 One day at Loy Norrix the 
Marines 	had their recruiting table 
up. I went over and talked to 
Sergeant Meier and Staff Sergeant 
Floures. They were very friendly 
and told me about their once a week 
“warrior training,” and told me I 
could stop by and see what it is like 
sometime. 
	 I was too scared to ever go see 
what the “warrior training” was like 
until the beginning of this school 
year. What the Marines do is a 
two and a half hour workout every 
Thursday. They start off  warming 
up with stretches, pushups, and 
jumping jacks, followed by 
running. Afterwards they usually 
play basketball, dodge ball, or 
learn martial arts. Then on the 
third Saturday of every month, 
we usually do something fun, 
like paintball, rock climbing, or 
bowling. I love the work outs and 
the Saturday events. It was then 
that I set my future in motion. I told 
Sergeant Meier that I wanted to be a 
Marine. 
	 The next step was going to 
take the ASVAB (Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery) test, 
a test that covers just about every 
subject from mechanics to math. 
Your score determines what kind 
of job you are able to perform in 
whatever service you join. This test 
is not just for Marines, but for all 
armed services. I scored a 68 and 
the national average is a 42. The 
higher you score, the more jobs are 
available to you. For instance, if 


Why I Joined 
the Marines


Mateo Hernandez
Staff Writer


Quintiene Campbell
   Staff Writer


The Legacy of the Jordan Shoe
23 years of Dominance in the Shoe World


There was a craze around the 
world about the man and the 
shoe. Kids from the U.S. to 
China saying,” I want to be like 
Mike,” and Spike Lee asking 
that famous question “Mike is it 
the shoes?” and Mike’s famous 
answer, “No Mars, it’s not the 
shoes.” 
 	  However with success 
comes controversy and Michael 
Jordan had his share. With the 
shoes in high demand and the 
high prices, a lot of kids who 
craved the shoe couldn’t afford 
them. 
	 In Chicago two kids were 
robbed and killed for their Air 
Jordan shoe in 1998. Most of 
the criticism was placed on 
Jordan because he was the face 
of the shoe. Then came more 
controversy when allegations 
came up that the Jordan shoe 
was being made in under paid 
sweatshops in China. These 
allegations came up to be 
false when Michael Jordan 
took the time to visit one of 
the factories that was rumored 
to be a sweatshop. He once 
again answered his critics.
  	  People have always ridiculed 
Jordan for the price of his shoes. 
It is very rare to see an Air Jordan 
shoe not sell out which means we 
still love them and we are willing to 
pay one fifty and beyond and wait 
in lines as long as school hallways 
to get a pair.
 	  Over the years the Jordan 
shoe has dominated and outsold all 
competitors. He has reshaped and 
set the bar so high you would need 
his hops to touch it. 
 	  “His shoes are timeless and 
they have a certain swag and 
smoothness about them that makes 
millions crave them,” Loy Norrix 
senior Daniel Byene said. 
  	 The Jordan shoe is a part of 


our culture. It makes us feel like 
we have a part of him with us like 
we can do the things he did on the 
court. It gives us confidence.
  	 This year is the twenty-third 
anniversary of the Jordan shoe, 
which is coincidently the number of 
Jordan’s legendary jersey number, 
and he is still changing the game 
each year the Jordan shoe drops. 
This year is rumored to be the end 
of the Jordan number series. Which 
means there will be no more leaked 
pictures of the shoe months before 
they come out and fans crying about 
weather or not Jordan is losing his 
style.
   	 “I just want this shoe to be a 
reflection of what I do on the court 
for it to be just as great and loved as 
I am,” said Michael Jordan.


you score in the 90’s, more counter 
intelligence jobs are open, and if 
you score below a 30, then you may 
only be eligible to be infantry. 
	 Next I got to choose my 
job from a list. I chose a Small 
Arms Repair Technician. This job 
includes repairing guns, such as 
rifles, pistols, and includes ballistics 
testing. I also get to handle the 
newest weapons. 
	 The next step was to go up 
to the MEPS (Military Entrance 
Processing Station) center in 
Lansing to take physical tests and 
fill out forms. I went there after 
school one day. I returned the next 
day a Marine. 
	 On September 27, 2007 at 
approximately 12:30 pm I swore to 
protect the “. . . constitution of the 
United States against all enemies 
foreign and domestic . . .” in front 
of a Marine corp. flag and a United 
States flag. I did this because I want 
to serve my country and because of 
the sense of belonging I get from 
the Marines. 
	 Why did I join the Marines? 
Because they are the best. They 
are more physically demanding 
than any other service. The army 
gives you $20,000 just to join, 
then $20,000 more if you agree to 
ship out early. Many ask, “Why 
didn’t you join the Army then?” 
My answer is because I didn’t join 
for money. This was why I was 
first thinking of joining, but in the 
end money was not what I wanted. 
I joined to serve, and I feel that 
to serve to the best of my ability, 
I have to go through the toughest 
training. My sergeants made sure 
I knew that any other service pays 
me more, but I assured them that I 
wanted to be one of “The Few, The 
Proud, The Marines.” To join they 
had me get up on a table and shout 
“I want to be a Marine.” 
	 I will serve for eight years; 
four inactive, four active. I go to 
boot camp June 2, four days after 
I leave Loy Norrix. I do not even 
get to walk at graduation, but that 
does not bother me because this is 
what I chose. I go to boot camp for 
13 weeks. Then I go to college, and 
the next summer I go back for my 
job training. I am a reserve unit, but 
personally I would rather be on the 
front line right now protecting this 
country and its citizens.


Marine  Corp. Facts


The Marines are the only service that has a uniform with 
high collars. The reason for the high collars is because   
they used to wear leather collars to protect their necks 
from sword slashes.
             
The Marine Corp. Emblem (the eagle, globe, and anchor) 
was adopted in 1868. The globe stands for world wide 
sevice, the anchor stand for naval traditions, and the       
Eagle represents our nation. 


The Marines got the nickname “Devil Dogs” from World  
War I, while fighting the Germans at Bellue Wood            
because of their fierceness, courage, and persistant         
attacks. The  Germans called them “Teufelhunden” (Devil 
Dog)


The Marine Corp. motto “Semper Fidelis” was adopted in 
1883. It is Latin meaning “Always Faithful.”


l


l


l


l


Sophomore Jeff Hoskins shows off his Air 
Jordan 3s. These shoes came out in 1988 
and are Michael Jordan’s favorite shoe. 
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Norrix Students Show Off Their Air Jordans


Air Jordan 5s


Air Jordan 3sAir Jordan Fusions


Air Jordan 8 Lows
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12 April 2008


We all know how 
it works -- putting 
things off until 
the last minute, 
making excuses, 
even cleaning your 
room three times to 
avoid doing what 
you know you 
should be doing. 


Procrastination gets the best of all of us 
at one point or another in our busy lives 
and it is one of the most difficult habits 
to shake. 
	 Although some people may 
function better under pressure, the 
majority of people fold under the
stress and anxiety caused by putting 
things off until the last minute. So 
why do so many people continue to 
procrastinate consistently even when 
they know what the outcome will be?
	 One of the main reasons why 
people delay doing something they are 
dreading is because it is so much easier 
to make excuses and wait until the last
minute than to sit down and get it over 
with. Almost all high school students 
can relate to that feeling when you 
know that you have to get something 
done, but instead you convince yourself 
that you can afford to wait until the last 
minute. Then, once you have put it off, 
you wish you had just gotten it over 
with sooner.
	 While waiting until the last minute 
sometimes works in your favor, too 
often it results in frantically throwing 
something together at the last minute 
and not really doing your best work. If 
you let procrastination become a habit 
then everything suddenly becomes 
much more complicated than it should
be. Before long you could find yourself 
going a step further than procrastinating 
and just not doing things at all. 


William 
Coleman, 
senior


William Coleman, senior


“Quiet hallways is a sign of 
[the administration] getting 


control.”


Darice Smith, Front Office 
Secretary


“We believe in quiet halls 
because it gives our students a 
chance to achieve academically 


in a quiet environment.”


Luis Cabriales, sophomore


“Quiet hallways make people 
feel like they are still in 


elementary, not high school.”


How Do You Feel About Quiet Halls?
Darice 
Smith, 
Front Office 
Secretary


Katie 
Shorter, 
sophomore


Luis 
Cabriales, 
sophomore


Katie Shorter, sophomore


“I hate quiet hallways. I really 
don’t understand the point of 


it.”


-Staff  Editorial
	 Next year at Loy Norrix, many 
changes are scheduled to take place. 
Small learning communities aside, 
new policies concerning advanced 
placement (AP) classes are sure to make 
some waves. In the 2008-2009 school 
year, more AP classes are slated on the 
schedule, grades will be weighted to 
reflect the work required for AP classes, 
and the $80 AP exams will be paid for 
by the school. Along with the obvious 
advantages of these changes in policy, 
however, come effects that may be 
detrimental to some students. 
	 On one hand, it is great that our 
school is expanding to offer more 
challenging classes. More students will 
probably take these classes for many 
reasons. First and foremost, weighted 
grades will encourage students to enroll 
in AP classes. Enrollment numbers in 
AP classes are generally lower; one 
reason for this is because many students 
were worried about their grade point 
averages. Because ‘A’s are much more 
difficult to obtain in AP classes, students 
often take the easy way out and enroll in 
non-AP classes.
	 Another push for students to enroll 
in AP classes is that the school will 
now pay for the exams. Because some 
students may be enrolling in numerous 
AP courses at once, this is especially 
helpful. By funding the exams, the 
school is providing further initiative for 
students to take these AP classes.
	 The new AP policy will have a 
positive effect on LN. More students 
will want to take these courses, and 
therefore more students will be better 
prepared for college. Success in these 
courses will help to improve the 
community’s view of the school. The 
addition of new  AP courses and the 
incentives that the AP policy provides 
show that LN is moving forward. 
	 However, there are also some 
downfalls to offering so many new AP 
courses. Some teachers new to the AP 
program may not be prepared to teach 
an AP curriculum, and therefore the 


students will not be properly prepared 
for the exam. So while some students 
will be taking an AP course, working 
hard and getting ready for the exam, 
other students could potentially be 
taking a  disorganized class, but still 
receiving AP credit.
	 Also, with block scheduling many 
will find it difficult to fit in all of their 
required classes and take AP courses 
that last all year. For every yearlong 
AP class in which students enroll, two 
electives or core classes are eliminated 
from their schedule. For students who 
are already enrolled in Education for 
Emplyment (EFE), Education for the 


Recently there 
have been a high 
number of high 
school shootings in 
the United States, 
which have left 
many injured and 
dead. In Febuary in 
Ocard, California 
an eighth grade 


student was shot 
in the head. The suspect promptly left 
the room, leaving behind a stunned 
class and a student who was in critical 
condition. 
	 That Monday before, the suspect 
told a friend that the victim will be, 
“Having his last day.”
	 Some students think when one 
person hears about a school shooting, 
others students might want to do the 
same thing.
	 “Once people hear about one school 
shooting, they see it as an available 
option for themselves,” senior Sandi 
Wieleba said, stunned at the recent 
number of school shootings.
	 Why do students bring guns to 
school and kill their peers? Loy Norrix 
is a fairly safe school and like Wieleba, 
I never have to worry about my safety. 
	 “For the most part, I feel pretty 
safe...I have not felt endangered,” 
Wieleba said.
	 Many average high school 
students have become targets in school 
shootings. Students our age are dying 
without living their life to the fullest or 
having the opprotunity to chase their 
dreams.
	  We see on T.V. all the time; the 
good kid seeks vengeance on a bully 
and the good kid comes out on top. 


Is this sending the wrong message to 
students?
	  Junior Iesha Mullen thinks maybe 
kids who shoot students at school are 
looking for revenge on the bullies and 
said, “[School shootings occur] Because 
they get tired of people bullying them!” 
	 Mullen thinks kids who are bullied 
are the ones who bring the guns to 
school. Mullen thinks these students 
should be expelled from school and seek 
help and go to  counseling.
	 “They should know better! [not to 
bring guns to school],” said Mullen.
	 Most shootings are unpredictable. 
If it was to happen at LN, I personally 
would be scared to come back! Wieleba 
has that opinion as well saying she 
would not be surprised at the possibility. 
	 “School shootings are happening 
in small communities and it could 
happen locally,” Wieleba said. “I would 
be afraid, I would not come back to 
school!”
	 So what could we do to prevent  a 
similar situation? Schools should have 
more clubs geared toward stopping 
violence and helping victims. For 
example, Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) is an organization of 
mothers aiming to stop young people 
from driving drunk. LN should have 
something where teens work to stop 
school shootings.
	 Sophomore Tyler Selph thinks 
metal detectors should be put in schools 
as a step to stop school shootings.  	
	 “Because if they have to go through 
metal detectors it will be harder to bring 
guns through schools,” Selph said.
	 This topic has affected many LN 
students and some surely have concerns. 
Though there is no absolute solution, we 
can only talk to administrations and talk 
to the community about this situation.


School Shootings Affect Our Student Body


Angelo Murray
Photo Editor


Should we be Concerned?


Arts (EFA) or Kalamazoo Area Math 
and Science Center (KAMSC) classes, 
this may prove especially problematic. 
If the school is going to offer new AP 
classes then a change back to the six-
period school day or a similar alteration 
may be necessary.
	 The students who are not enrolled 
in AP courses must also be considered. 
Even though more  students will 
probably be taking AP courses, there 
will most likely still be fewer students 
in AP classes than in regular classes. 
This will mean that regular classes 
would be packed with students, up to 
37 per class! This year, there are AP 


classes with only 5-10 students while 
the general-education version of said 
class has a grossly unequal student/
teacher ratio. Increased class sizes are 
already presenting numerous problems 
for both teachers and students; next 
year’s policies may only aggravate these 
problems.
	 The flood of new AP courses for 
the 2008-2009 school year has the 
potential to be both a huge success, or 
a huge failure. Hopefully, these benefits 
will outweigh the possible detrimental 
effects.


AP All the rest


	 What most people probably don’t 
realize is that procrastination can often 
affect people other than yourself. While 
you are sitting there putting things off, it 
is almost guaranteed that somebody is
counting on you to get your work done. 
	 Often the solution to procrastinating 
is to set specific goals of things that you 
need to get done, and then to reward 
yourself if you get them done in the 
amount of time you allotted to do them. 
If you do not have a specific plan, you 
will almost certainly waste time finding 
things you “have” to do other than 
the task you actually do have to do. 
When you don’t have goals, suddenly 
organizing your sock drawer, checking 
your facebook every five minutes, or 
picking the lint off of your sweater 
becomes your top priority and studying 
for that big physics test is bumped to
the end of your list.


	 So next time you feel like putting 
something off until the last second, take 
a moment and think about the last time 
you procrastinated. If you remember 
being stressed out and frustrated as a 
result of procrastinating then try and 
find some way to avoid doing it again. 
Or if procrastination helps you focus
when you’re under pressure, bring on 
that messy sock drawer!


Maybe I’ll Get Around to it Later…
How we let Procrastination Get the Best of Us


Emily Rooney
Editor-in-Chief


When you don’t have goals, 
suddenly organizing your 


sock drawer, checking 
your facebook every five 
minutes, or picking the 
lint off of your sweater 


becomes your top priority. 


New AP Policy Offers Benefits and Possible Disadvantages


MATEO HERNANDEZ/ KNIGT LIFE
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	 Are you 
getting tired 
of the same 
old reality 
television 
shows that just 
give you drama 
but accomplish 
nothing with 
plot? Are you 


tired of shows that were funny four 
years ago? Do you need a show 
that is so funny that every time you 
think of it you’ll laugh? Well you’re 
in good luck sir/madam, for there is 
such a show, and it is called “Tim 
and Eric’s Awesome Show Great 
Job!”
	 “Time and Eric’s Awesome 
Show Great Job!” is a show that is 
composed of a bunch of funny skits 
put together to make some of the 


looking up someone’s information, 
via this popular social network.
	 It is apparent that online 
gaming communities and social 
networks such as facebook are 
extremely trendy and only growing 
in popularity. Instead of providing 
social networking, as the web 
sites claim, these online devices 
only serve to extend the social 
disconnect between teens. 


	 Teens talk via text messaging, 
facebook,  and instant messaging 
more than ever. The backlash of 
this is the inability of many teens 
to speak to each other face-to-face. 
If teens cannot talk to one another 
in person, how will they become 
functioning, assertive members of 


	 It’s 
easy to lose 
ourselves in the 
convenience 
of modern 
technology 
like instant 
messaging, e-
mail, Facebook, 
and Myspace. 


In this new day 
and age we can communicate faster 
and more easily than ever. But are 
these new technologies bringing 
us closer together or farther apart? 
We talk more because it’s faster 
and easier but in this new age 
we’re really just sending words 
with no expression, aside from the 
occasional smiley or exclamation 
point.
	 A lot of the power in what 
people say comes from the tone in 
which they say it. For example, if 
you were to read any of the great 
speeches of all time you would 
realize how important tone is. 
	 Take Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech 
for example, you may become 
bored halfway through reading it. 
However, if we were to listen to 
that same speech from the man 
himself, it has a more powerful and 
moving effect. 
	 At the other end of the 
spectrum, if we were to read one of 
President Bush’s speeches he might 


seem knowledgeable and literate as 
opposed to the bumbling, sputtering 
mess he presents himself as while 
speaking. The way we say things 
has a profound impact on not only 
what message gets across, but also 
on how the person communicating 
the message is perceived. 
	 One other disadvantage 
of online social programs is 
impersonation. So much of the 
person is lost online that someone 
can easily be impersonated when 
another person acquires their 
password. Such an incident can 
lead to significant social disarray 
between friends.
	 When you don’t have to 
actually talk face to face, you 
become a lot bolder and can make 
yourself seem foolish, or like a jerk. 
People are willing to say a lot more 
on online blogs and in chatrooms 
than in real life. Filled with the 
boldness of impersonality, people 
often say things online that they 
regret soon after. Jokes can easily 
be taken the wrong way online 
because people only see what you 
said not how you said it, because 
smileys and other ‘emoticons’ can 
only go so far.
	 While technology does make 
it easier and faster to communicate 
with one other, it also eliminates 
that oh-so-important human factor. 
While it’s acceptable to take 
advantage of this new technology, 
the dangers and disadvantages 
should be taken into account as 
well.


The Internet Widens the Social Gap
Todd Dozeman


Guest Writersociety? 
	 Another popular trend arising 
from facebook is the user-created 
groups dedicated to worldwide 
crises, nationwide problems, and 
local issues. These groups seem to 
create awareness for such issues 
as the genocide in Darfur, social 
and legal inequities, and saving 
the neighborhood playground. 
However, usually the commitment 
to the problem at hand ends on 
facebook. Gone are the days of 
large, politically charged protests. 
Gone are the days of the Million 
Man March. Teens are leaving 
behind their right to the freedom 
of assembly and protest the 
government and only using their 
right to argue political ideas online. 
	 While new technological 
means of communicating have their 
place, if teens continue using these 
networks as their main source of 
interaction, we will soon be filled 
with a world of people glued to 
their cell phones and laptops, text 
messaging their friends across the 
room. We will be filled with a world 
of people who make facebook 
groups about changing an unfair 
law, but do not press the matter 
further. Have we already reached 
this point? IDK… ask my BFF Jill!


Instead of providing 
social networking, as the 


web sites claim, these 
online devices only 


serve to extend the so-
cial disconnect between 


teens.


	 “IDK… 
My BFF Jill?” 
The cell phone 
commercial 
from which 
this now 
notorious 
statement 
comes from 
highlights the 


issues with the average teenager’s 
vocabulary. Online vocabulary is 
not-so-slowly leaking into accepted 
English.
 	 Every year, the Merriam 
Webster online dictionary publishes 
a list of the top ten words of the 
year. In recent years this list has 
been topped by words such as 
“quagmire,” “democracy,” and 
“integrity.” In 2007, the top two 
words were “w00t” and “facebook.” 
The term “w00t” is a popular 
exclamation originally confined 
to the gaming world. The term 
“facebook” references the widely 
popular online community web 
site, and has evolved into a verb. 
According to M-W, there are 
nine different uses of the verb 
“facebook,” including adding 
friends, pictures, comments, or 


IDK..... A Headline!?
Christina Pillsbury


Opinion Editor


Letters to the Editor:
Dear Editor,
	 I really enjoyed the article 
about college basketball with Cetera 
Washington.  I think it’s truly amazing 
for her to go to the next level to play 
college basketball, especially as a 
freshman.  Cetera sets a good example 
that  says Loy Norrix students can be 
successful in sports and college.
	 Sophomore
	 Shana Bell


Dear Editor,
	 I am writing a response about 
varsity basketball.  The way Coach 
Covault brought the whole team 
together to play and get a better record 
was great.  It was a fun team to watch.  
Next year they’ll have the biggest 
student section to be really loud.
	 Sophomore
	 Cer Bolton


Dear Editor,
	 As a member of the Varsity 
basketball team I liked the article in 
the paper.  It showed how positive our 
team was and how important that was 
to our success.  Without Coach Covault 
having confidence in us and pushing 
us to the next level, we wouldn’t have 
been where we were at the end of the 
season.  Maybe next year the student 
section will be bigger and louder.
	 Junior
	 Andrae Greer


Dear Editor,
	 I like that you put the Junior 
Varsity basketball team in the school 
paper.  I liked how you had all those 
quotes in the paper.  One thing I did 
not get was why you have a senior in 
there when it is about J.V. and freshmen 
basketball?  I think that you should 
have more quotes from freshmen to 
see their point of view and what they 
needed to do to get ready for J.V.
	 Sophomore
	 Paul Williams


Students Comment on the Sports 
Section


Students React to “Storytime 
with Sihji”


Students Encourage the Improv 
Troupe “IT”


Students Applaud Kalamazoo 
Central’s Product of “The Laramie 
Project”


Dear Editor,
     Why don’t the freshman have fun 
like the seniors do? We want to go and 
have fun at Cedar Point or Michigan’s 
Adventure. I think, why we can’t have a 
freshman prom? 
	 Freshman
	 Demetrius Greer
       


Students Speak Positively About 
the G.E.S.S. Club
Dear Editor, 
     G.E.S.S. Club Seeks to Increase 
Student Success. In my opinion this 
club was really good. It helps out 
people who are failing to ge a better 
grade and it helps them want to learn 
more. G.E.S.S. makes students really 
want to focus and increase their grades. 
Mr. Atkinson is really doing something 
good for them. If they sell candy and 
stuff he is is taking them to Cedar Point 
so I think it’s a really good program to 
help the students at Loy Norrix.
	 Freshman
	 Katie McDaniel


Dear Editor,
	 My opinion of “G.E.S.S. Club 
Speaks to Increase student success” 
is that it’s a good idea for struggling 
students.  It helps everybody so they 
can move up a grade and then graduate.
	 Freshman
	 Analesa Olvera


Students Reflect on the Violence 
in our Community


Dear Editor,
	 School violence is most common 
in high schools.  Some teens today are 
in gangs, and being in a gang causes a 
lot of trouble.  For example, more gang 
members are in jail from doing wrong 
things, but it is not only gangs that are 
bringing the violence against other 
teens.  Teens that are not in gangs can 
be in trouble too.  Many teens are being 
pressured by their friends.
	 Freshman
	 Taniesha Murray


Dear Editor,
	 I love the sports section of 
Knightlife.  It tells me who won the 
games.  One suggestion I have is that 
you talk about all the sports from a 
season in the same issue instead of just 
one at a time.  If you do that it would be 
a good change.
	 Freshman
	 Joe Turner


Dear Editor,
	 I think that you should have more 
articles on men’s basketball.  We had 
a winning season this year for the first 
time since 2004.  In one game we broke 
a school record of 14 three pointers.  
Maybe you could talk more about stats 
and things that those who follow sports 
are interested in.
	 Junior	
	 Quinntrai Lampkins


Dear Editor,
	 I think you did a good job on this 
issue.  I really liked the whole sports 
section, it was fun to read.  I liked the 
Moving VP the Hierarchy of Basketball 
because I liked what the Junior Varsity 
said about them being a freshman.  So 
whoever did the sports section did a 
really good job.
	 Freshman
	 T.J. Simpson


Dear Editor,
	 I am writing about “Story Time 
with Sihji”.  I do not feel highly about 
this article, I feel it was not thought out 
enough.  I did not understand anything 
from this article.  I couldn’t tell if it was 
a joke and I couldn’t comprehend any 
concept from this article.
	 Junior
	 John Thurman Simpson Jr.


Dear Editor,
	 The story I am reading and writing 
about is called “A Story Time With 
Sihji”.  He talked about how he and 
Tracy Turner went to McDonalds and 
ordered a lot of food and they didn’t 
have any change so they gave the lady 
a hundred dollar bill.  She was staring 
at the hundred dollar bill for like five 
minutes so Sihji got mad and started 
talking stuff to the lady about her 
staring at the bill and so they threatened 
her and said they were going to go to 
Burger King.  So she threw in an extra 
fry and an extra shake with their order.  
Yes I think the story was true because 
he told me about it after I had read it in 
the paper.
	 Junior
	 Lazell Sterling


Dear Editor,
	 The article I am writing about is 
Central’s production of “The Laramie 
Project.”  This article caught my 


Dear Editor,
	 When I read about the Loy Norrix 
improv group, I didn’t even know our 
school had their own little comedy 
group.  I‘m pretty sure I wouldn’t want 
to be in that group, but I’m sure that 
it would be really interesting to watch 
them do their little comedy show.  I 
would be in their group if I didn’t have 
to perform in front of all of those people 
that watch them.  I think it would be 
fun to watch and listen to what kind of 
jokes or what they say to each other.  
It would be nice for them to have a 
comedy group while they’re young 
because you never know, they could be 
a comedian when they grow up.  I want 
to see how good they are at making 
people laugh at their jokes and things 
that they do. It would be interesting.  
Another good thing is you could learn 
new jokes and interesting facts about 
them also.
	 Sophomore
	 Ontrell Williams


Dear Editor,
	 As students we really need to think 
about violence and how it takes away 
those we cared about.  One year ago we 
lost a very special boy named William 
Berry on March 29th, 2007.
	 William Berry was a wonderful 
person.  He had a lot of friends and he 
was a fun person to hang around.  All of 
William’s family and friends loved him 
very much.  William left a lot of family 
and friends behind.  He also had many 
brothers and sisters.  All of William’s 
friends and family miss him a lot.
	 William was a good student; he 
had straight A’s in school. One thing 
I will never forget about William was 
his nickname, “Turtle/”  Another thing 
that I won’t forget about William is that 
he was a loving and caring person.  I 
also know that William’s birthday is 
September 11th. I’ve known William for 
four years, since 7th grade.
	 I think that as students we should 
stop the violence because we are losing 
too many loved ones.  The violence 
needs to stop.  We all miss William.
	 Sophomore
	 Cindy Foreman


attention because I saw a story on T.V. 
about it.  I think it was good that they 
[Kalamazoo Central] remembered him 
and didn’t hate gays.  I would see this 
play because I want to know more 
about it and I think it would be a good 
play.
	 Sophomore
	 Jared Glomski


Students Discuss Activities at LN


Dear Editor, 
	 Thank you for the quiz bowl 
article. As part of the team it felt good 
winning the quiz bowl for a second year 
in a row.  It was really fun to work with 
all my friends.  We worked really hard 
for our victory.  I hope we will repeat 
again for next year!
	 Sophomore
	 Helen Anemone
	


Dear Editor,
        I read, “Change 4 Change.”  I 
think it was a good story.  The goal was 
100 dollars but I think they raised more 
than 27 dollars.  I like the story about 
my team.
         Freshman
         Matthew Demereck


Dear Editor,
	 I really like the article about how 
the bilingual club offers opportunities 
for students.  The bilingual club offers 
an opportunity for students in Loy 
Norrix to meet with other people from 
different backgrounds and cultures than 
their own. The bilingual club isn’t only 
for Hispanics, but it is also for students 
who are learning another language, like 
people who are learning English as their 
second language.
	 Freshman
	 Yeakmey Wong


Dear Editor,
	 Teens should have a right to vote 
for president.  We should be able to 
pick of president.  I want Obama to will 
because he will make history as the first 
black president.  I like Obama a lot, he 
is cool.
	 Freshman
	 Cle Jackson


Dear Editor, 
	 I enjoyed reading on the 
presidential candidates.  Even though 
we can’t vote I still enjoyed reading 
about it for the next election.  If I were 
of age I would vote for Mike Huckabee.
	 Freshman
	 Dre Smith


Students Discuss the 2008 
Presidential Election


Dear Editor, 
	 I think the changes they’re making 
in Loy Norrix High School are good.  
Most of the students in this school 
are good, but a few are bad.  I think 
the reforms are good.  One problem I 
think there is in this school is that the 
bathrooms are very dirty.  Also when 
we try to speak our mind, no on wants 
to listen to us.  I think you should have 
a group where students can talk to the 
principals would be good.  The biggest 
change I think you should do is change 
the food lines.  Some people are getting 
tired of eating the same food over and 
over again.
	 Freshman
	 Tanisha Phipps


best 15 minutes of your weekend. 
In the show, Tim Heidecker and 
Eric Wareheim play as many 
different characters in each sketch 
they make. These sketches are 
deliberately very bad quality, such 
as that of Public Cable Access. The 
show has had a great run on cartoon 
Network’s Adult Swim, and has 
already gone through two seasons. 
Because of the success of the show, 
a third season is in the works.
	 Critics of “Tim and Eric’s 
Awesome Show Great Job!” call 
the show robust, hilarious, and 
groundbreaking, while others said 
the show’s skits were aimless and 
that they seem to try too hard for 
quick laughs. 
	 The hosts of the show, Tim 
and Eric, have said that their skits 
are purposely like this to throw 
the viewers off of what they think 


will happen. They have also said 
that their skits are to “make fun” of 
idiocy, not glorify it.
	 When asked why they use 
this kind of quality in their skits, 
Tim and Eric said that they wanted 
the skits to be such a bad quality 
because they can make “even a 
serious thing funny.” You can see 
this by the actors randomly pausing 
between what they are saying, 
over the top surrealism, gratuitous 
vomiting, and video glitches in the 
sketch, which show that they are 
using very old equipment.
 	 Since the quality is usually 
very bad, the budget of these 
sketches is said to be very low. The 
show has a very humorous way of 
pointing this out. Since the budget 
is very low, a very small crew 
of people does every episode. In 
the warehouse that Tim and Eric 


usually do their filming, half of the 
area is filled with props that are 
used in the sketches.
	 The sketches that Tim and Eric 
record are of every genre that you 
could think of. They range from 
love stories to commercials from 
toy companies. 
	 My favorite sketches from 
“Tim and Eric’s Awesome Show 
Great Job!” are the Cinco Toy 
Company sketches. Cinco Toy 
Company is a fictional company 
that produces the craziest toys that 
you can think of. One of the Cinco 
Toy sketches that I like showcases 
a toy called “My New Pep-Pep,” 
which is a life sized, hard candy 
giving dummy that is made to look 
like a grandpa. The Pep-Pep toy 
also has smell dispensers so that 
you can make the toy have different 
scents. Also the commercial for the 


Pep-Pep toy showcases easy “stow 
and go” storage. 
	 Another funny sketch for 
Cinco Toys would have to be 
the commercial for “D’Ump,” 
the digital umpire. D’Ump is the 
supreme rule maker in every sport 
that you do, and he is as quiet as a 
“churched mouse.” Also, D’Ump 
protects your family by alerting you 
if there are bears nearby, because 
D’Ump shuts down whenever there 
is one in your vicinity.
	 “Tim and Eric’s Awesome 
Show Great Job!” is definitely 
not for everyone though, because 
some people might think the skits 
are too boring or too stupid. To 
see the show yourself, go to www.
adultswim.com, click on the video 
section of the website, and search 
Time and Eric for whole videos and 
clips of the show.


Kellen Martin
Guest Writer


Why You Should Like “Tim and Eric’s Awesome Show Great Job!”


Printed with permission from the Kalamazoo Gazette
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