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WHAT’S      HAPPENING


ASHLEY GASHAW/ GUEST PHOTOGRAPER


Introduction of IGNITE Peer Mentoring Program 
Seeks to Change School Environment


Emily Rooney
Madison Kay
Editor in Chief


Web Master


ability to make a significant 
difference in the school. 
	 “My ‘pie in the sky’ 
expectation is that we will 
save the school. My realistic 
expectation is that we will 
change the lives of some of 
the students, both ninth grade 
students and the upperclassmen 
who are helping them,” Bowser 
described.


	 High school students experience 
a vast amount of life changes during 
the course of their high school 
career such as a first relationship, 
attending prom, applying to and 
getting accepted into college, 
and graduating from high school.  
Preparing for the future is a difficult 
task at any age and for some, this 
preparation includes having a child.  
According to the National 
Campaign to Prevent Teen 
and Unplanned 


Securing a Baby’s Future
Kristen Wehling


News Editor


	 Daestine Sanchez, an executive 
mentor, had to sub for one of the 
mentors in his group during the first 
mentoring session on November 8th. 
At first he was scared to mentor his 
group of freshmen, but his fears were 
soon proven wrong.
	 “I was scared at first because I 
thought I was going to have those kids 
that didn’t want to work, but I had kids 
that really wanted to be there,” said 
Sanchez.
	 It seemed like most of the 
freshmen were really anxious for this 
program to start, although some of the 
freshmen thought they didn’t need 
the program because they were doing 
well in school. Meriah Lucas was one 
of these students, but she recognized 
that it was a good idea for the other 
students that needed help.
	 “I don’t think I need the program, 
but it is a lot better than sitting in 
class doing work because the kids that 
need the program are getting helped,” 
explained Lucas.
	 Some freshmen were very excited 


Two Loy Norrix Students Strive to Provide their Children with the Best Life Possible


	 “When you are digging up a tree 
you have to start from the roots up or 
it will grow back,” said Mazur.
	 The IGNITE program has 
numerous different levels, starting with 
the IGNITE coach Kristin Harenagel 
who teaches the lessons to the mentors. 
The IGNITE coordinators Jane Ryan 
and Anne Bowser are in charge of 
organizing the meetings, selecting 
the mentors, and facilitating other 
things for the program throughout 
the school. However, the goal of the 
program is that it be run by students, 
with executive mentors supervising 
the students acting as mentors. In 
each classroom there are three to five 
mentors, and each of them have five 
to eight freshmen in their ‘family’ that 
they work with. 
	 The mentors come to the freshmen 
classrooms for thirty minutes once 
a month to teach a lesson to their 
freshmen mentees. These lessons 
generally deal with how to resolve 
problems, make new friends, and 
other social issues that will help the 
freshmen to be successful socially and 
academically in high school. 	
	 However, their role as mentors 
goes beyond teaching a lesson to 
their mentees. They also give advice, 
homework help, and get to know their 
freshmen ‘family.’ The mentors’ main 
purpose is make connections with the 
freshmen and help them adjust to the 
high school atmosphere.
	 IGNITE coordinator Anne Bowser 
has high expectations for the program. 
Bowser hopes the program has the 


to have help from their mentors with 
schoolwork. Melissa Schreuder, a 
freshmen who is having trouble with 
some of her classes, hopes the program 
will help her and other students who 
need assistance.
	 “I think it will help the people 
who are failing. I’m sort of failing 
right now and I’m grateful to have help 
from my mentor,” said Schreuder.
	 The IGNITE program has the 
potential to make a notable difference 
in the school, but the success of it 
depends on many factors. Bowser 
recognizes the potential of this 
program,  but she also acknowledges 
that the cooperation of the whole 
school is essential to success. 
	 “The success of the program 
is based not only on the work of the 
mentors, but the willingness of the 
faculty to support this program and 
the willingness of the freshmen to 
accept it. It looks to me like many of 
the Freshmen Academy teachers are 
very excited about the program,” said 
Bowser.


ALISON ALESSI/ KNIGHT LIFE


Executive Mentors Marissa Rojas-Rodriguez and Kyle Johnson decide which 
IGNITE committee they are going to be a part of. The different committees help 
the program run smoothy and spread awareness about what IGNITE is doing 
among other things.  


ALISON ALESSI/ KNIGHT LIFE


IGNITE coach Kristin Harenagel explains what 
committees were available to executive mentors 
at a meeting on November  27th.


	 Loy Norrix High School has 
a history of dealing with violence, 
disrespect, and other behavioral issues. 
To confront, and hopefully resolve 
these issues the school has introduced 
the peer mentoring program called 
IGNITE. This program looks to 
change the environment of the school 
by providing mentors for all of the 
freshmen in the school.
	 Executive mentor junior Chase 
Mazur compares the process of 
changing behavioral issues to digging 
up a tree, recognizing the importance 
of correcting the core reasons behind 
the problems.


Pregnancy, 31% of young women 
become pregnant before the age of 
twenty, that is nearly 750,000 girls 
each year. 
	 Here at Loy Norrix, 36 young 
women are currently enrolled in 
Cynthia Goss’ Continuing Education 
for Young Families class, a class 
offered to young girls at Norrix who 
find themselves pregnant or who are 
currently parents.  This number does 
not include all of the young women 


at Norrix who 


are currently pregnant because the 
class is optional, but      
many girls choose to enroll in the 
class to learn how to properly care 
for their body and their developing 
child. 
	 “Becoming a parent 
is difficult at any age, but 
particularly for young parents.  A 
lot of people think, ‘Oh a cute 


baby, that would be 
wonderful!’ but 


they don’t think 
of the details 


involved…
there are 


problems with not getting enough 
sleep and not having time to do 
homework, falling behind on credits, 
financial problems, and changes in 
relationships.  The responsibilities 
can be overwhelming,” said Goss. 
	 Though being pregnant at such 
a young age can be difficult at times, 
it is not stopping these girls from 
attending school and achieving 
personal goals.  Junior Beth Gashaw, 
who gave birth to a baby girl on June 
4, 2007, admits that it is difficult 
raising a baby while continuing to go 
to school.
	 “She has made it a lot more 
difficult to focus on certain things 
like homework.  She’s a fun baby 
and I like to play with her more than 
anything, so I don’t get things done 
like I should,” said Beth. 
	 Beth, along with the several 
other students at Norrix, struggles 
balancing her education while raising 
a child.  According to My Choice 2 
Wait, a website promoting abstinence 
among teenagers, only 13% of 
teenage mothers graduate from high 
school and 80% end up on welfare at 
some point during their life.  	
	 Determined to give their children 
the best education possible, these 


young women strive to further their 
education beyond high school.  


Beth intends on graduating 
and attending college in 
hopes of becoming a 
midwife or a pediatrician 
working with children.  


Knight Life


Glowfriends Say Goodbye to 
Old Venue
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Local band “The Glowfriends” 
perform their hearts out at 
Kraftbrau.


Bowling: Sport or 
Game?


Some say “Sport”. 
Some say “Game”. What 
do you have to say 
about it?
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New Years Fest


Bob Marley Birthday 
Bash December 26th at 


the State Theater


December 31st, admission 
$5.00 in advance at any 


Hardings. Located Downtown 
in Bronson Park, and other 


locations. Don’t miss out on all 
the New Years fun!


Bob Marley


	 On December 5, 2007,19 year 
old Robert A. Hawkins entered 
the Westroad Mall’s Von Maur 
department store in Omaha, 
Nebraska concealing a rifle 
underneath his sweatshirt. He then 
open fired, killing six department 
store employees as well as two 
customers.  Hawkins took his own 
life after the shooting.
	 The mall shooting was the 
deadliest shooting in Nebraska 
since Charles Starkweather killed 10 
people in Nebraska and one more 
in Wyoming in January 1958.  
	 The gunman apparently has 
had a troubled past.  Hawkins 
recently split with his girlfriend, 
has been fired from his job at 
McDonald’s, has a criminal record, 
has either left or been kicked out of 
his parents’ house, and dropped out 
of school during his senior year of 
high school in March 2006.  
	 Authorities are still  
investigating what it was that 
provoked the teenager to go on a 
shooting spree.


Omaha Mall Shooting 
Leaves 9 Dead


Sutherland Sentenced 
to Jail


	 Actor Kiefer Sutherland, known 
for his role as Jack Bauer on Fox’s 
TV drama “24”, has been sentenced 
to serve 48 consecutive days in jail 
for a second drunk driving arrest in 
three years.  
	 Sutherland pleaded no contest 
in October to driving with a blood-
alcohol level above the legal limit of 
.08 and was sentenced December 5.  
Sutherland was on probation from 
his 2004 arrest for driving while 
intoxicated, and has also been 
convicted of reckless driving related 
to alcohol consumption in 1993.
	 Sutherland was ordered to 
complete his 48 day sentence by 
March 30.  In addition, 60 months 
of probation, a $510 fine, and 
enrollment in an alcohol-education 
class and weekly alcohol theraphy 
sessions were a part of his plea 
deal. 


Winter Solstice


	 The Winter Solstice, also known 
as the longest night of the year, 
occurs on December 21st.  Starting 
December 22nd, more and more 
sun shall shine.


Regional 
Leadership 
Conference


Come see this marketing 
challe nge that the DECA 


orginization is participating 
in, Thursday December 


20th, 8:30 - 3:30


“Avenue Q”


The first community 
theater to do this show! 


Opens January 18th at the 
Kalamazoo Civic Theater


LN Food Drive
Once again Loy Norrix brings in 
thousands of cans for the Greater 
Kalamazoo Area Holiday Food 


Drive. Check out the totals from 
this year. 
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Opinion
Knight Life
Publication Policy
Got opinions? 
Disagree with 
something we’ve 
said? Just want to 
get your say in the 
paper?
Write us!


Direct letters to 
the Editor to:
Knight Life
Loy Norrix
606 East Kilgore
Kalamazoo, MI 
49001
-OR-
Submit to Room 
B-10
-OR-
E-mail to
pankoptl@
kalamazo.
k12.mi.us


Guidelines:
-250 words or
less


-Contain author’s
name, phone
number, and
address


Right to
withhold:
-As space permits
-Guest columns
-Personal


opinions
-Contains libel or


obscenities
-Disrupts school


environment
-Invades privacy


of others


Notes to reader:
-Any photography


that has been
manipulated will
be labeled a
photo
illustration.


-Knight Life will
publish a formal
correction of
any factual error
made in a
previous issue.
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Layout Editor
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KNIGHTSSPEAK OUT


12 December 2007


-Staff  Editorial
	 The rules and polices in the 
student handbook of Loy Norrix High 
School tend to be vague and enforced 
inconsistently. The vagueness of 
policies such as the dress code makes 
it almost impossible for administrators 
and teachers to enforce the rules, 
especially because the rules are 
constantly changing. The rules and 
regulations are more or less subjective 
and open to interpretation. Many 
students break the rules on a daily basis, 
some intentionally, but some≠ because 
they do not know what the rules actually 
are.
	 The student handbook is supposed 
to function as a point of reference for 
students and teachers. However, the 
vagueness of some of the rules in the 
handbook such as the hall pass policy, 
the electronic devices policy, and the 
I.D. badge policies leave room for 
different interpretations of the same 
rule. This creates inconsistencies in the 
way the rules are enforced and often 
breeds unfairness and injustice. In being 
vague the rules can cover larger areas, 
but vagueness also allows for many 
loopholes through which students can 
easily slide. 
  	One of the largest sources of 
misinterpretation is the dress code. 
In the handbook under the section 
about student appearance it states 
that administrative action will be 
taken if a student wears “clothing 
displaying vulgar writing or symbols, 
or sexual-reference clothing,” and 
also any “clothing that is excessively 
revealing…”  It gives a few examples of 
clothing that is inappropriate for school, 
but it also states that the administration 
has the right to decide if the student’s 
apparel is “unacceptable in light of 
community standards.” 	 	 	
      The vagueness of this statement 
has allowed administrators to interpret 
the dress code rule according to their 
perception on what is and is not 
acceptable. The “fingertip rule” stating 
that skirts and shorts must be at least as 
long as your fingertips with your arms 
at your sides is no longer valid, but 
nobody knows what the new guidelines 
for appropriate skirt length are. A skirt 
that is considered too short on one 
girl may be considered acceptable on 
another girl depending on the opinion 
of the enforcer. By not having a specific 


Inconsistent Enforcement of Vague Policies Leads to 
Confusion Among Staff and Students


and clearly stated dress code the school 
is promoting injustice and unfairness. 
  	 Another example of inconsistency 
and vagueness is the school rule stating 
that every student must have a planner 
for their hall pass. In the Student 
Handbook it states that; “Hall passes 
for personal use are permissible after 
the first one-half hour of the beginning 
of class and prior to the last 15 minutes 
of class.” This rule is ignored by many 
students and teachers and seldom 
enforced by security guards. Countless 
times a student can be seen strolling 
through the hallway without a legitimate 
reason and without a planner, and 
many times they are not caught, or just 
allowed to continue on their way. If 
the administration wants to implement 
a rule, then they have to be consistent 
about it and enforce it every day, for 
every student. 
  	 Then there is the electronic devices 
policy. Last year students were not 
allowed to have cell phones in school 
at all. This year students are allowed to 
have electronic devices in school and 
they are permitted to use them prior 
to entering school and after school, 
but they must stay off and out of sight 
during class time. Regardless of if 
we are allowed to have cell phones in 
school or not, this year many students 
can be seen blasting their ring tones in 
the hallway or casually talking to their 
friends in classrooms as if it were no big 
deal. 	 	


	 Teachers and administrators need 
to be on the same page about what the 
policies are, and show some consistency 
in their enforcement of those policies.
  	 A prime example of inconsistency 
when it comes to school rules is the 


I.D. policy. According to the student 
handbook; “The wearing of the I.D. 
is not an option at Loy Norrix High 
School. It is a mandatory condition of 
being on school premises.” It also states 
that if students are unable to secure an 
I.D. badge that they will be “assigned to 
the Reclaiming Center for the remainder 
of the day or until an I.D. badge can be 
purchased.” 
	 However, the enforcement of 
this policy varies from week to week. 
Periodically the administration decides 
to “crack down” on the I.D. policy and 
enforce it severely, but this usually only 
happens for a few days and then things 
are back to normal. Normal conditions 
concerning the I.D. policy consists of 
students just slipping past the security 
guards without I.D.s, borrowing I.D.s 
from friends, leaving instead of going to 
the Reclaiming Center, etc.
  	 To confuse matters further, for a 
few weeks in October and November 
the administration decided to implement 
the new temporary I.D. policy. Students 
were allowed to wear a temporary 
I.D. in the form of a sticker with their 
information on it for the day they forgot 
their I.D. While this was a good idea 
in theory, in reality it caused chaos and 
confusion. Teachers didn’t know what to 


	 A decade 
ago, books were 
the main source 
of information 
students used to do 
their assignments. 
Now everything 
has changed.	 It 
is not a surprising 
fact that seven out 


of ten students from 
Loy Norrix think that the internet is a 
better source of information than books. 
Because more people prefer using the 
internet to reading, books may soon 
disappear.
	 With all its variety, diversity and 
multitude of information, the internet 
has the ability to take students into the 
virtual world where  the things are more 
interesting and attractive. It can make 
students forget about books and their 
value.  Often students prefer to surf the 
internet and have fun, rather than get 
bored reading a book.
	 “ I love the internet. It is so easy 
and fast. I don’t like to read books. 
Books are not fun,” sophomore Max 
Klepper said.
	 But is this enough to permit us 
to forget about the importance of 


books? Just because the internet is 
fast, easy and fun, is this enough to 
cause addiction? It doesn’t even take 
much brain-power to search for on-line  
assignments  that are already done for 
you.
	 Many of you can say that the 
information on the internet is already 
grouped, so you don’t have to spend 
time reading a book because you can 
simply print it from the computer. 
You may be right, but reading and 
understanding what you’ve read  helps 
you remember that information for a 
long time. You are not just reading a 
book for your assignment, you are also 
reading for your own intelligence and 
for your improvement.
	 Reading books rather than 
printing all kind of different pieces of 
information from the internet makes you 
sure about what you’ve done because 
you know everything you have written 
in your paper is gathered by your 
efforts and knowledge.  Reading and 
underlining everything you found that is 
new and interesting is more helpful than 
just copying and stealing something that 
doesn’t belong to you.
	 What about the way information is 
arranged on the websites? Spread out, 
chaotic and hard to find?
	 “ It is hard to find reliable sources 
on the internet when you have a lot of 
spread files everywhere and you don’t 


know what to choose, “ junior Samantha 
Russ said.
	 It is hard and confusing to get what 
you want, you may even get the wrong 
information that doesn’t match with the 
things you are trying to get.
	 “ Internet doesn’t always provide 
the information you need,” senior Sarah 
Bradshaw added.
	 And it’s true because besides all the 
commercials and advertisements that 
distract you from your tasks, you can 
stumble across a lot of inappropriate 
information that doesn’t coincide with 
what you need.


	 It seems that everyone has forgotten 
about the simple pleasure of sitting in 
an armchair, reading a good book and 
being excited about what will happen in 
the next chapter. You can’t get the real 
satisfaction of reading from a laptop or 
a website. A book doesn’t make your 


eyes as tired as a computer’s screen 
does.
	 Books existed before the internet 
was introduced. They are are older 
and that’s why they have more value  
because without them there would be no 
internet, but we keep forgetting about 
the real importance of the books.
	 The internet is something well-
known. There is nothing special about 
the internet besides entertainment and 
fast speed. Even small kids know how 
to navigate it. You can’t say the same 
thing about a precious, valuable, old 
book, that gives you unusual feelings 
when you hold it in your hands, and you 
can’t resist reading it.
	 Books are different and they 
deserve our attention because they are 
the only things that make us understand 
the truth about life.
	 Books are the only things that 
give us  real education by studying and 
reading them. Is not enough to click 
“search” on a web-page.
	 Read, understand and make your 
opinion. This will help you be the 
person you want to be.
	 Choose to be yourself, not a virtual 
copy  printed somewhere from the 
internet.


Cristina Flocea
Staff Writer


If the students, teachers, 
administrators, and security 


guards were all on the 
same page, it would be 


much easier for everyone 
to follow and enforce the 


rules.


Michelle Howard,
mentor


Jane Ryan,
IGNITE 
coordinator


Trey 
  Swift,
mentee


Jazmin 
  Demink,
mentee


  Trey Swift, freshman


“It develops the 
communication between 
students and teachers.”


  Michelle Howard, senior


“It helps us have fewer 
fights, less cursing down the 
hallways, and more respect 


for the teachers.”


Jazmin Demink, freshman


“IGNITE can help kids 
understand their classes and 
they would get more social 
with other high classes.”


Computers Diminish Books’ Importance


How does the IGNITE program affect you and Loy Norrix High School?


 Jane Ryan


“It’s going to do a lot for spirit 
and to build on a sense of 


community.”


make of these new temporary I.D.s and 
students took advantage of the situation. 
A policy that had been intended to 
give students who forgot their I.D. 
once or twice some leeway, turned into 
yet another loop hole in the system 
for many students who never wear 
their I.D., or who refuse to purchase a 
new one. Within a few weeks the new 
temporary I.D. policy was discontinued, 
resulting in further confusion and 
frustration. 
  	 The primary way Loy Norrix 
can confront this issue of vagueness 
and inconsistency in its policies is 
by making sure that the policies are 
strongly expressed to the students 
and teachers, and by ensuring that 
the policies are consistently enforced 
throughout the school year. If the 
students, teachers, administrators, 
and security guards were all on the 
same page, it would be much easier 
for everyone to follow and enforce the 
rules. 	 	
	  Additionally, the student handbook 
should be made more specific for each 
year, so students can reference what 
is acceptable with less confusion.  
As a whole Loy Norrix needs some 
consistency in its policies, both in 
enforcing them, and in following them.      


By Andrew Chapman


Books are the only things 
that give us  real education 


by studying and reading 
them. Is not enough to click 


“search” on a web-page.








Opinion December 2007 13


    • Snack Carts back in 	
 	 the lunch room-
	  How  did we not go 	
	  hungry without our 	
	  twixes and chips?


    • Fall Sports teams- Way 	
	 to represent Loy Norrix 	
	 guys!


    • “Greater Tuna”- Seeing 	
	 our classmates in overalls 	
	 with Southern accents is 	
	 ALWAYS a plus. 


    •  Ski Team- Finally all that 	
	 snow has a purpose.


    • Food Drive- How 		
      do you make helping 	
	 people more fun? Make 	
	 it a competition!


Stops
     • Littering on School    	
        Grounds- Come on
        guys,  let’s make 	 	
        ourselves look good.


     • Limited lunch choices-
       Some of us would like to 	
       eat more than greasy   
       pizza, nachos and old
       salads with fatty      	
       dressings.


     • Gates closed during                             
        the school day- If     
       no one sits in the guard    
       house.... what’s the   
       point?


     • People messing        
       around in Milham                
       park- It seems that
       we have more and      	
       more students majoring                                 
       in studying ducks across          
       the street. 


# 1 Stop: 
Loud Students 
in the hallway 
during class
Loy Norrix Students and 
Staff are Annoyed with 
interuptions. Here’s 
What  They Have to Say:


“It’s obnoxious; 
you can’t 
concentrate during 
classwork.”
	 -Luke
	 Tavares,
	 Sophomore


“It would be nice 
if we could have 
quieter hallways... 
The noise level 
causes disruption 
in the classroom.”
	 -Judy Jones, 
	 Freshmen
	 Academy
	 Secretary


Point / Counter-Point


It’s a romantic 
vision: under 
appreciated 
writers from 
New York City 
to Los Angeles 
coming to 
together to 
fight the 
injustice of low 
wages. Filming 


of television 
sit-coms comes to a staggering 
halt and the corporate big shots 
are getting nervous. This is an 
enchanting image to Americans 
because protesting is one of our 
most valued rights. This romantic 
vision gives way, however, to a less 
than enchanting reality. Writers are 
not the only ones who are out of 
work and it’s probable that the job 
sacrifice forced on the many behind 
the scenes workers is going to be 
in vain.
	 Now that the strike has 
outlasted the store of scripts already 
written and purchased, various 
television shows have ceased 
production leaving all kinds of 
workers without jobs. Production 
crews and office staff are some 
of the people to be affected by 
the writers’ strike. The number of 
people that work behind the scenes 
is larger than most people realize. It 
is understandable for the writers to 
want compensation for their work. 
It is not understandable for them to 
force other people out of work for a 
cause that does not affect how much 
those other workers will be paid.
	 Sit-coms and dramas such as 
“Desperate Housewives” and “The 


Daily Show with Jon Stewart” 
are not the only shows affected. 
Talk shows and news programs 
are suffering, as well as movie 
productions. Movie scripts undergo 
changes throughout the filming 
process, and now that the writers 
are striking, rewrites are impossible.
	 The only shows to remain 
strike-proof are reality shows 
such as “Dancing with the Stars” 
and “American Idol.” This begs 
the question; if there are no new 
episodes of popular television 
programs, will those viewers turn 
to reality TV? This is exactly what 
writers don’t want. If reality TV 
continues growing in popularity, it 
won’t matter how much a contract 
says the writers need to be paid; 
writers will be unemployed.
	 If a strike could solve problems 
involving union contracts then 
striking would have worked the 
last time the writers decided 
to walk out. The last writers’ 
strike occurred in 1988 and was 
considered a lose / lose situation 
by both sides and many shows 
such as “Moonlighting” did not 
survive the hiatus. Chances are that 
this strike will not mean anything 
in terms of negotiations and, in 
the process, people will lose their 
jobs when programs get canceled. 
Many viewers have too short of 
an attention span to wait for new 
episodes.
	 If writers think they can make 
a difference by walking out and 
protesting, they have the right to 
do that, but history has proven that 
a writers’ strike yields no positive 
results for anyone. Writers are just 
shooting themselves in the foot 
and thousands of other workers are 
getting hit by the ricochet.


Hit by the Ricochet
Writers’ Strike Leaves Workers Unemployed


Alison Alessi
Feature Editor


Props


Viewers 
throughout 
the states are 
in shock and 
awe at the 
writers’ strike 
taking place 
in Hollywood.  


The idea that 
new television 


programming will not be available 
until the strike has ended 
brings a cold sadness to many 
a TV watcher’s heart. Well, my 
sympathies toward the viewers, 
but the writers have every right to 
strike.
        DVDs of America’s favorite 
shows are being sold all across the 
United States, that is a given. What 
people don’t know is that little to 
none of that money goes to the 
writers of the scripts. Taking into 
consideration hard work the writers 
put into the scripts, I do not find 
such an act of withholding pay
fair at all. 
        Presidents of huge 
corporations like Fox and TNT 
don’t need (or deserve) all of that 
money. With a comfortable salary 
of roughly $2.6 million a year, 
CEOs  can sleep peacefully without 
worry. The writers, with a salary 
around $32,000 a year, are only 
asking for a minimal amount of 
money, four cents, from the DVD 
sales of shows and movies that 
would not exist without them in the 
first place. It will not hurt the
publishers that much, even if the 
writers get everything they are 
asking for. 
        This situation is as if you 
created the recipe for a soda 
and did not get any money for 
making that recipe when the 
soda is sold. It’s simply unfair 
and un-American. Americans are 
supposed to be paid for the work 
that they do. The producers pay 
the writers to
write and that’s what they do. 
They write. It’s only fair that they 
receive some of the fruit from 


their toils.
        The writers have every right 
to protest their unfair pay. Other 
protests due to underappreciated 
pay have
occured in the past, this protest has 
the same right
to commence.
        Comedian Sarah Silverman 
from Comedy Central made 
comments to the press that were 
excerpted later on the Writer’s 
Guild of America site: “It’s so crazy
ridiculous. All the writers want is 
a small percentage of the money 
the producers are making on things 
they’re writing. The producers will 
still be incredibly rich, even if the 
writers get what they deserve.” 
        Silverman was holding a sign 
at the protest spot in
Hollywood that said “AMPTP 
[Alliance of Motion Picture
and Television Producers] : I hate 
you so much right
now.” 
        Even actors have joined in on 
this strike along with the writers. 
How long will it take the producers 
to figure out that hard labor should 
be paid? It’s not complicated, it’s 
really rather quite simple. 
        Unfortunately, due to the 
strike, there will not be any new 
shows for viewers. New episodes 
of favorites such as “House” and 
“Desperate Housewives” have been 
put on hold until the end of the 
strike.
        Such a small thing could easily 
be fixed and calm the
outrage across America. All the 
producers have to do is pay their 
employees what they deserve


Writers have Right
Strike Necessary for Writers’ Fair Pay


Erica Fatmaitan, freshman


“It’s nice to interact with a lot 
of people. Students feel more 
comfortable with each other.”


Robert Pincus 


“It is a very positive experience 
... I was impressed with the 
mentors’ ability to create a 


dialoge between themselves and 
their students.”


Rebecca Kissinger, senior


“We mentors are able to help 
lower classmen.”


Jacob Stempky, freshman


“It helps us freshmen learn 
more about school and get 


help.”


Erica 
Gatmaitan, 
mentee


Robert 
Pincus,
LN teacher


Rebecca 
Kissinger, 
mentor


Jacob 
Stempky
mentee


While 
walking 
through the 
mall in the 
middle of 
October, I 
could already 
see the first 
signs of the 
impending 


holiday frenzy; 
giant wreaths and Christmas lights 
hung from the ceiling a whole two 
months before the holiday season 
had even begun. 
	 Bath and Body Works offered 
a wide array of tantalizing new 
scents geared toward the holiday 
season such as Glittery Gumdrop, 
Sugar and Spice, as well as Twisted 
Peppermint. Macy’s offered a 
variety of different Christmas 
ornaments and holiday decorations, 
and a wide selection of holiday 
themed apparel could be found 
in almost every store. This mid-
October holiday display reminds 
me of how commercialized and 
over-advertised holidays have 
become in America.
	 Many people anticipate the 
holiday season because they view 
it as a time to connect with their 
family and be thankful for what 


they have, and also a time to help 
other people who are less fortunate 
than themselves. However, it seems 
that some people look forward to 
the holidays for different reasons, 
such as a chance to finally get the 
newest iPod or that 52 inch plasma 
screen T.V. Some people become 
too focused on what they want, 
rather than giving or helping people 
who are actually in need.
	 I was particularly disturbed 
by a recent advertisement for 
the shoe store, Finish Line. The 
advertisement booklet was titled 
“What I Want,” and throughout 
the booklet it reinforced that idea 
that the holiday season is the time 
to “reveal what you want because 
the holidays are about you.” This 
completely contradicts what the 
holidays should be about. The 
holidays shouldn’t be an excuse 
for us to focus on what we wan, 
and what we think we need. On the 
contrary, the holidays should be 
a time when we think about other 
people, and what we can give to 
them. This ad demonstrates the 
desperation of many American 
producers to make the largest 
possible profit by appealing to the 
belief that the American consumer 
only thinks about themselves.
	 Additionally, it is almost 
impossible to avoid all the 
excessive holiday hype in our 
society, especially when Christmas 
decorations appear in the mall even 


before Halloween. In the middle 
of October you could also see 
vendors setting up extra booths in 
the mall for all the unnecessary 
items typically sold around the 
holidays such as little trinkets and 
candies to stuff stockings with. It 
is embarrassing that our culture 
is so focused on accumulating 
material items when there are so 
many people in this country and in 
the world who don’t even have the 
basic means to survive. 


	 Then there is “Black Friday,” 
the biggest shopping day of the year 
on the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
Right after we finish celebrating all 
that we are thankful for, some of 


us turn around and wait in line at 
Best Buy for fourteen hours just to 
purchase the newest game system 
that is essential to ensuring a happy 
Christmas. Even more shameful is 
that people literally get into fights, 
sometimes physical battles, just 
to get the newest item for a few 
dollars cheaper or to snag that big 
sale. 
	 Although many people get 
caught up in selfishness during 
the holiday season, there are still 
individuals who feel compelled 
to give a little extra to people in 
need around the holidays. People 
who donate to holiday food drives, 
angel trees, and Salvation Army 
bell-ringers give me a more hopeful 
outlook on our society. 
	 So take a minute to think about 
what the holidays are supposed to 
be about, instead of what they have 
become to many people in America. 
Before you decide to spend $300 
on that new game system or over 
3,000 dollars on that 52 inch plasma 
screen T.V. that you really don’t 
need, take a minute to think about 
the difference that money could 
make in somebody’s life. Or as 
you stand in line for hours on end 
to get the newest product for a few 
dollars cheaper, think of how those 
hours could have been better spent 
helping someone in need.


  Americans Often Forget what the Holidays are Supposed to be About 
Emily Rooney
Editor-in-chief


It is embarrassing 
that our culture 
is so focused on 


accumulating material 
items when there are 


so many people in this 
country and in the 


world who don’t even 
have the basic means 


to survive. 


Renee Macdonald
Layout Editor


Pencils 2 Media Moguls- Over 
500,000 pencils were sent by 
fans to NBC and Walt Disney 
CEOs on December 11th to 
symbolize their support of 


the writers.


Fans Show  Their Support
WRITE AID- A Benefit Concert 


to Provide Assistance to 
Industry Employees Affected 


by the WGA Strike
Performers include Sarah 


Silverman and Tenacious D


‘Tis the Season to be Greedy?
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His founding of Blackwater has 
worked well with Vice-President 
Dick Cheney and ex Secretary 
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld’s 
continued efforts to privatize the 
military, efforts that were started 
as early as 1990, during Operation 
Desert Storm. On Rumsfeld’s 
watch, the total number of private 
contractors in Iraq came to rival the 
number of actual troops.
	 This increased use of private 
military contractors in Iraq 
demoralizes American soldiers. 
Blackwater’s armed contractors 
can make between 500 and 1000 
dollars a day, up to the low six 
figures per year. Other security 
firms have similar rates. These 
inflated salaries are charged straight 
to U.S. taxpayers. On the other 
hand, a private in the U.S. Army 
is paid about $42,000 a year, 
including all applicable benefits. 
This gap is partially responsible 
for demoralizing U.S. troops and is 
almost entirely responsible for the 
loss of army personnel to private 
firms. With morale already low, 
the U.S. Army does not need this 
additional blow.
	 It should be noted that the 
contractors themselves are not 
entirely to blame. Some contractors 
are responsible and adhere to a 
strict ethical code. Iraqis have noted 
that in the Blackwater shootout in 
September, one employee attempted 
to restrain his comrades. The U.S. 
government is also responsible for 
the difficult situation, maybe even 
more than the contractor’s poor 
choices. Perhaps the real blame 
should fall on the government that 
hides behind these contractors 
rather than admitting the real costs 
of war to the American public. 
The State Department has a zero-
tolerance policy for casualties for 
its own employees. This often 
forces contractors into a shoot-first 
frame of mind that can be deadly 
for Iraqis who are in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 
	 The U.S. government overuses 
contractors. Whether this is 
because our politicians are greedy 
or because they afraid of the 
consequences is debatable.
Republicans like military 
contractors because they make 
money for Republican donors. 
Democrats like to use contractors 
because they help keep troop 
levels down, helping the 
Democrats appear to be anti-war. 
Our government needs to take 
responsibility for its actions and 
the war in Iraq. Contractors are a 
temporary and very costly solution. 
One can’t know for sure whether 
we can salvage the war in Iraq, 
but increasing the number of men 
in wraparound sunglasses and a 
private corporation’s uniform is 
not the way to do it. Using these 
contractors instead of trained Army 
personnel only further depletes 
international faith in U.S. actions 
and harms us in the long run.


At Opposite Sides of the Cafeteria


Segregation 
is still alive 
across the 
nation, in the 
community, 
and at Loy 
Norrix. 
Regardless of 
what post-Jim 
Crow laws 
require, people 


naturally segregate themselves by 
race in their social groups. Whether 
consciously or subconsciously, we 
all make decisions about our friends 
based on our levels of comfort with 
their interests, abilities, weaknesses, 
differences from us, and their 
culture.  However, when race 
becomes the determinant factor in 
these decisions, we limit our ability 
to understand each other.
            When you walk into the 
LN cafeteria during lunch, you 
see tables full of students of 
predominately one race clustered 
together.  Although there are 
exceptions, most students are 
surrounded by friends of their own 
races. Government teacher Niambe 
McMillon attributes this to students’ 
home lives.
	 “The cafeteria is one of the 
most segregated areas of the school 
and it’s sad...there’s something 
in their personal lives that makes 
students feel like they have to go to 
opposite sides,” said McMillon. 
	 It is human nature to want 
to be around people of similar 
culture and people who are like us; 


it does not make us bad people. It 
is, however, wrong to assume that 
people who look like us racially 
are like us. While many cultural 
behaviors may seem to go hand in 
hand with a person’s race, many 
other factors play a role in defining 
a person’s culture and behavior. LN 
government teacher Art Williams 
agrees that it’s easy to assume that 
all people of one race act a certain 
way, but that it’s an incorrect 
assumption.
	 “Unfortunately, at LN, it can 
appear hard to separate race from 
behavior, but it unfairly pins a 
certain behavior on all [people] of 
that race,” said Williams.
	 If we don’t limit our 
discussions and friendships to those 
of the same race as our own, we 
could  gain a larger understanding 
of our own worlds, and the world 
as a whole. It is important to think 
about what we can gain from 
another point of view, and why we 
feel comfortable around our own 
friends. 
 	 An unfortunate result of 
segregation is the reinforcement of 
stereotypes. If students have little 
contact with other races outside 
of school, they can only base their 
assumptions on what they observe 
from afar at school. If students see 
one group of students of one race 
acting in a certain manner, they may 
assume that all people of that race 
behave in that manner, whether this 
is positive or negative behavior. 
	 Unfortunately, according to 
Williams, by his own observations, 
the racial gap has only widened 
in the ten years he’s been at LN. 


This only strengthens stereotypes 
that students hold about others, 
stereotypes that they will carry 
outside of high school.
	 Some students at Loy Norrix 
come from elementary and middle 
schools and neighborhoods of many 
different races. But students also 
come from neighborhoods or other 
schools where one race is in a large 
majority. Loy Norrix, however, has 
representation from many different 


cultures and races. 
	 Is it the responsibility of the 
public school system to ensure 
social integration? Despite the 
diverse population, many Loy 
Norrix students are not learning 
how to interact with other cultures, 
they are simply engaging with 
others of their own race and culture 
and learning to separate themselves. 
The proof is in the cafeteria, and the 
weekend activities where races are 
separated. 
	 The role of the public schools 
creates a heated debate in the public 
forum. Some say that the schools 
should teach the state approved 


curriculum, and that is all. Others 
contend that public schools should 
feed, counsel, console, and parent. 
McMillon believes that no matter 
what the schools do, what students 
learn at home cannot be overridden.
	 “You can’t deprogram how 
people were raised the first 16 years 
of life,” said McMillon.
	 Nancy Mollhagen, art teacher 
at LN, believes that the public 
schools are already doing so 
many other things, and it’s now 
expected that the schools will try to 
encourage integration.
	 “If you want the schools to do 
what the families should already be 
doing, then yes, integration needs to 
be a focus... where do you draw the 
line?” said Mollhagen. 
	 Students are expected to 
take away lessons about life from 
school. What more can we teach 
students than how to interact 
with differing perspectives and 
backgrounds? You’d be hard 
pressed to find an issue in which 
you wouldn’t benefit from another 
perspective. 
	 Race is an issue that will most 
likely be prominent for a long time, 
and we may never be completely 
comfortable with talking about it, 
but if we concentrate only on being 
politically correct, and trying not 
offend anyone, how can we solve 
any issues? Even under the most 
careful wording, no matter how 
hard you try, when discussing race, 
you may still offend someone. 
Segregation is a problem in the 
schools, but if public discussion of 
race is not initiated, how can issues 
be solved? 


	 When a survey was distributed 
at Loy Norrix, asking students 
if their own race is represented 
in their friends, families and 
neighbors, students were reluctant 
to answer; students felt like they 
would be labeled racist if they 
answered “yes.” What does this 
demonstrate about the subject 
of race? Because it is touchy, 
should we just ignore it? Instead 
of accusing ourselves and others 
of racism, discussion should be 
encouraged.  Williams believes that 
the problem with discussing race is 
that it will never go away.
	 “The problem with race is that 
it’s so visible, you can’t get away 
from it; this school, our society, 
we’re moving towards Us vs. 
Them,” said Williams. 
	 Segregation still does exist as 
a major issue at Loy Norrix. By 
subconsciously limiting ourselves 
to one race of friends, we sacrifice 
everything there is to be gained 
from another culture. Our scope of 
understanding is narrowed when 
we only view life from our own 
perspective. Yes, we may study the 
plights of people of diverse races 
and cultures in history class, but 
until we break bread with someone 
who is of a different culture, we 
cannot understand. In an idealistic 
world, we would celebrate and 
embrace our racial differences 
instead of using them to separate us, 
and according to Williams, this day 
is not likely to come. 
	 Said Williams, “Until we blend 
to the point where we all look alike, 
our differences will continue to 
divide us and identify us.”
	  


Christina Pilsbury
Opinion Editor


By Segregating Themselves, LN Students Diminish their Ability to Understand Others


By subconsciously 
limiting ourselves to 


one race of friends, we 
sacrifice everything 
there is to be gained 
from another culture.


When I think 
of celebrities, 
I think of 
media forms, 
musicians, 
actors and 
athletes alike. 
Basically a 
public figure, 
someone is 


who is always 
in the public for doing their best 
work. Most public figures work 
hard to achieve their status. In 
many cases, the American dream 
is to be rich and famous. That 
means that at a young age people 
are moving out of their hometowns 
and are moving to California or 
New York, spending thousands of 
dollars on classes, working out to 
the extreme, going on countless 
auditions, meeting with movie 
producers and getting their dreams 
crushed. Then they do it over and 
over for the same results, no matter 
what happens to keep pursuing their 
dreams. 
	 Now, that is hard work, but it 
seems that to be a celebrity, you 
have to be young, hot and rich 
and you don’t even have to have 
talent. However, if you want your 
15 minutes of fame, you have to 
do something to get  noticed, or 
become a socialite. A socialite is 
someone who knows A-listers, 
where the hottest party is and where 
to be seen. Really to make it big 
in Hollywood, you have to know 
somebody to be somebody.
	 “I’m rich (yeah I’m rich) I can 
do whatever”, is a quote from Bow 
Wow’s smash hit “Freshazimiz”. 
Why do celebrities take their fame 
for granted? They think because 
they are huge stars they can get 
away with inappropriate behavior. 
They are wrong! Celebrities are 
praised for their wrongdoings daily, 
because America finds their own 
sad and mischievous behavior a joy 
and entertainment.
	 Some celebrities find their 
own wrongdoings entertaining 
as well. Take for example reality 
star, former Guess model and son 
of Olympic decathlon champion 
Bruce Jenner, Brody Jenner. Brody 
Jenner had a short-lived reality 
show, “Princes of Malibu” which 
portrayed Brody and his brother 
performing crazy stunts while on 
a permanent vacation. Brody went 
on to appear on other reality shows, 
such as “Laguna Beach: The Real 
Orange County.” He feuded with 
childhood friend, Spencer Pratt and 
Pratt’s girlfriend Heidi Montag and 
now has a close friendship with 
Lauren Conrad on the series, “The 


Hills”. 
	 Another show that portrays 
celebrities abusing their position 
is “Jackass”. Unlike “Princes of 
Malibu”, “Jackass” is a success. It 
shows Steve-O and the gang doing 
dangerous and self-injuring pranks. 
The show lasted three seasons in 
2000-2002, and had two highly 
successful movies.  
	  Reality set in for Steve-
O when he was arrested in Los 
Angeles, California in 2002 for 
obscenity and assault. This is one 
of many of his arrests. In 2003 
while in Sweden, he admitted in 
an interview that he swallowed 
a condom filled with cannabis 
(weed) to get past cops. He was 
arrested on May 23, 2003, but 
was released on May 27 after  
paying 45,000 Kronor (currency of 
Sweden), about $6,700.  Steve-O 
also been arrested for disorderly 
conduct when he urinated on a red 
carpet at The Academy Awards 
and stripped down nude. He also 


underwent investigations for being 
caught exiting a Los Angeles 
nightclub with marijuana. He also 
had a conflict with Wu-Tang Clan 
member Raekwon. At an Ol’ Dirty 
Bastard tribute concert, Steve-
O claimed to have shared cells 
with O.D.B. After that Steve-O 
stripped nude and hit a backflip. 
Raekwon was furious at Steve-O 
that he would do such a thing and 
threatened him. After all of his 
poorly made desicions, Steve-O is 
still a fan favorite. His brave stunts 
helped him land a new T.V. show, 
“Dr. Steve-O.”
	 It’s not just the male figures 
that do bad things. More recently, it 
has been females. They are getting 
arrested for D.U.I’s and partying till 
dawn. The trend has been called, 
“the good girls gone bad.”
	 Lindsay Lohan model 
recording artist, actress and, more 
famous “Party Girl,” is a nightlife 
notable. In 2005 alone she had 
three car accidents. In summer 
2007 Lohan lost control of her 
Mercedes Benz. The police found a 
significant amount of cocaine in her 
car and she was later charged with a 
misdemeanor and driving under the 
influence. She then entered a rehab 
center in Malibu, CA two days later, 
where she stayed for 45 days. 
	 July 24, 07, Lohan car 
chased the mother of her personal 
assistance over an argument. At 


Bad Publicity Equals Good Publicity


Angelo Murray
Photo Editor


Celebrities Gone Bad, While Their Careers Reach New Heights
	 Here’s 
a question for 
you. What is 
the second 
largest force in 
the “coalition 
of the willing” 
in Iraq? If you 
said the United 
Kingdom, 


Australia, 
Denmark or even Poland, you are 
wrong. Of course those are the only 
countries that contributed troops to 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, so you 
appear to be out of options. Not 
so fast. There is another group in 
Iraq, and apparently no law, Iraqi or 
American, applies to it. This group 
is the private military contractors 
in Iraq. These armed contractors 
harm America’s image abroad, 
demoralize American troops, and 
they help politicians avoid telling 
the true human cost of the Iraq 
debacle.
	 There are about 10,000 armed 
security forces working for the 
United States government alone 
in Iraq, as of October 2007. At 
the start of this year, there were 
7,500 British troops in Iraq. 
The number of security forces 
represents only those working for 
the U.S. government; many more 
work for the army of non-combat 
contractors in Iraq. With such a 
large number of uncoordinated 
private military contractors, it is 
no surprise that there have been 
violent incidents. Some of the most 
publicized incidents have involved 
contractors from Blackwater 
Worldwide, formerly Blackwater 
U.S.A. Blackwater is responsible 
for the deaths of at least three U.S. 
servicemen as well as dozens of 
Iraqis. 
	 In one plane, the Blackwater 
pilots were heard comparing 
themselves to Star Wars pilots 
flying through the Death Star as 
they flew through the dangerous 
mountains of Afghanistan. When 
the plane crashed, everyone aboard 
was killed, including three U.S. 
servicemen. People in a combat 
zone should be thinking about more 
important things than Star Wars. 
	 Most recently, the FBI found 
Blackwater responsible for the 
deaths of 17 Iraqis in a September 
shootout. After the contractors 
heard gunfire, they began to fire 
indiscriminately into heavy traffic. 
Whether they wear American 
uniforms or not, Blackwater 
and other armed contractors are 
identified by Iraqis as “American.” 
Indiscriminate shooting during rush 
hour does not win hearts and minds.
	 Blackwater Worldwide has 
“won” a number of no-bid contracts 
for services in Iraq. Coincidentally 
enough, Blackwater’s CEO, Erik 
Prince, has donated over $200,000 
to Republican causes since 1998. 


“Armed Contractors,” Not Good for America


a police station in Los Angeles, 
CA cops figured her blood alcohol 
level was above the CA maximum 
0.08. They also found a small 
amount of cocaine in her pocket. 
Lohan was booked on felony 
charges of possession of cocaine 
and transportation of a narcotic 
and misdemeanor charges of D.U.I 
and driving with a suspended 
license. Lohan was released on 
$25,000 bail. Lohan was ordered 
to serve one day in jail, 10 days 
worth community service and 3 
years of probation. After her arrest 
Lohan checked back into rehab, she 
checked out on Oct. 5, 07.  Lohan 
recently has been doing community 
service for America Red Cross and 
is starting work on her upcoming 
album.
 	 The celebrities bad trends are 
giving young stars a bad influences.
In the Sept. 2007 nude photos of 
High School Musical star Vanessa 
Hudgens linked over the web, these 
photos didnt do any harm to her 
career, just made her the butt of 
jokes on popular Hollywood satire 
based shows. Hudgens will be back 
in action for HSM3. Also, Hulk 
Hogan’s teen son got into a huge 
car accident in August of 2007, 
Nick was fine but the passenger 
in the same car as Nick was not 
wearing a seatbelt and is now in 
the hospital suffering major trauma 
to his head, eye and brain injuries 
which could leave him in a nursing 
home for eternity. Nick has been 
charged with a felony, reckless 
driving involving serious bodily 
injury which is a third degree 
felony that could make him serve 
up to five years in prison, use of a 
motor vehicle in commission of a 
felony, and a person under the age 
of 21 operating a vehicle with the 
blood alcohol level higher then state  
maximum.
 	 Who knows what’s next for 
celebrities? Do they really have to 
do something that will cause ones 
life to get noticed in the public? 
Are they doing this on purpose and 
why aren’t they learning from each 
others mistakes? These trends are 
giving young people around the 
world a bad influence, but as these 
celebs keep sinking and sinking, 
their personal life will become a 
soap opera and their career becomes
success. 
	 And I just don’t get it!
	


Jack Stankewicz
Guest Writer


“I’m rich (yeah I’m rich) I 
can do whatever”


-Bow Wow
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Dear Editor, 
	 I read the article on Timothy 
Palmer. I thought it was very sad. 
I have heard of him, but never 
really met him. The article was 
very descriptive. It told when he 
was born and when he died, what 
schools he attended, and what he 
loved to do. It sounds like he was a 
bright, young boy who had a dream 
to do wrestling. But one thing about 
him that you didn’t say is how he 
died. I understand if it’s so bad you 
couldn’t say, or his family didn’t 
want you to put in there. But if it 
wasn’t a good reason to put it in 
there, I think you should of.
     Sincerely, 
	 Jessica Roberts


Dear Editor,
	 What I would like to see most 
in the paper is people who have 
good grades. I think it’s great 
to share about news like how a 
football player of Loy Norrix High 
scored many touchdowns in a 
football game. But if you interview 
them about their education it would 
be more interesting to know how 
their grades really are. I would 
also recommend someone to step 
out and create comic cartoons for 
the paper. That would bring more 
people to them also.
	 Sincerely,
		  Dominique Essix


Dear Knight Life Editor,
	 I liked the newspaper a lot 
because it had different types 
of stories and a big variety. For 
example the soldier stories that 
were added in and how they 
actually went to our school, Loy 
Norrix. 
	 It was also nice how they 
added the natural disaster that was 
the California wildfire they just kept 
in touch of something everybody 
would be interested in.
	 I liked how they surveyed kids 
too, for the “should teachers bring 
guns to school” that everybody 
wanted to read more to see who 
shared their opinion. 
	 I liked everything about 
the paper, but they could have 
highlighted more of their students 
and that’s about it.
	 Sincerely,
		  Izamar Zuniga


Dear Editor,
	 I thought “Knight Life”` was 
well done. I really liked that one of 
the featured albums was by Ride. 
Ever since I heard of them in “The 
Perks of Being a Wallflower,” I’ve 
loved them. Also, I enjoyed the 
article by the foreign exchange 
student. I thought it was cool to see 
how America was different from 
her country.
	 Sincerely,
		  Mathilde Moyet


Dear Editor, 
	 I read the article “Loy Norrix 
Freshman Academy Generates 
Mixed Results” by Madison 
Kay.  I think this is a good article, 
but I think that she should have 
interviewed more freshmen. I 
personally do not like the Freshman 
Academy. I feel like I’m stuck 
in a box, I feel like I got more 
interaction on my first day of eighth 
grade. I also do not like the grading 
system.
	 I like this newspaper, it tells 
people what’s going on, and 
other people’s opinions on school 
subjects. 
	 Something I would want to 
read in this paper is maybe some 
interesting facts, or maybe some 
horoscopes. I also would like to see 
what students think about the US 
presidential election, and who they 
want to win.
	 Sincerely,
		   Bri Merrow


Dear Editor,
	 I agree with Lauren McGlinn, 
about the after school Academic 
Achievement Center. I agree with 
her because freshmen athletes 
should not be forced to go. I also 
think they should have taken 
our middle school grades into 
consideration. We did not get a lot 
of work done, and it was not very 
beneficial. Most of the students 
there did not need much help and it 
was mostly just a social hour. I am 
glad that I no longer have to go to 
AAC. 
	 Sincerely,
		  Haley Pfeil


Dear Editor,
	 I thought the newspaper was 
pretty good. I liked it a lot. At my 
old school we had a newspaper, but 
it was more in book form. I like this 
because it was a newspaper. Very 
impressive. I liked it; can’t wait for 
the next one.
	 Sincerely,
		  Jared Eckley


Dear Editor,
	 I believe that the first edition of 
“Knight Life” this year was a very 
good paper. It was full of things that 
were helpful and touching to me. 
The only problem was some word 
choice and punctuation. The article 
about remembering the soccer 
players and the golf article were 
both well written. Keep up the good 
work!
	 Sincerely,	
		  Spencer McKee


Dear Editor, 
	 I read the article about the 
Freshman Academy. I was fairly 
pleased but I did have some doubts. 
I guess I am a strong believer in 
destroying the Freshman Academy 
so I really don’t get why the school 
decided to do this to the incoming 
freshmen. If we designed this to be 
just like middle school then why 
do we really have it... I guess I just 
want more answers, and this article 
didn’t really give them. Yes, I know 
some people think high school is 
this big, scary place. But scary 
places are things we have to adjust 
to and get used to. Its not like that 
upperclassmen are going to hurt 
us. I know from taking Latin and 
having a couple of upperclassmen 
that it’s not so bad.
	 But other than this they are 
separating us from them, it’s not 
fair. They are supposed to be 
preparing us for college but by 
doing this it’s really no help at all.  
So I guess what I’m trying to say, 
is that instead of telling us what 
the Freshman Academy is, maybe 
you should make an article about 
all the good things, and what it’s 
really trying to do. I just think this 
because I think we are all a little 
lost on what the whole point is from 
isolating us from the rest of the 
school.
	 I also read the article about 
the former student that went here 
that passed away. I’m really glad 
that this article did that. It made me 
realize that this school cares about 
the others that went here. It really 
shows how much our school cares, 
and you should keep it up.
	 Keep up the great work and 
please keep all of my suggestions in 
mind. 
	 Sincerely, 
		  Ryan Jaworowski  


Dear Editor,
	 When I read the paper I thought 
it was pretty cool. It was the first 
“school” paper I have ever read. 
It didn’t really grab my attention 
when I first looked at it, but as I 
started turning the pages it became 
more of an “attention grabber.” I 
really enjoyed reading the comics, 
and the “LNHS Freshman Stars in 
the Disney’s High School Musical.” 
From an educational standpoint, 
I think the articles and quotes on 
bringing guns to school was cool to 
read about.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Natalie Johnson


Dear Editor,
	 I was reading the article about 
teachers bringing guns to school. 
While I was reading it, I felt that 
I wanted to say how I felt about 
the issue. After reading what other 
students and teachers said, I was 
amazed at some of their answers. 
Some said yes and some said no. 
Some were good answers, but it 
wasn’t the point, it was but it was 
nothing I would have said.
	 I would have said no because 
not only is it dangerous, it’s really 
scary. Imagine going to school 
everyday being scared. Not only do 
students have guns but teachers too. 
I wouldn’t want to go to school. 
What if  teacher was threatening 
a student and accidentally pulled 
the trigger and shot someone? Do 
you know how scary that would 
be? It’s not safe at all. If teachers 
were allowed to bring guns, I would 
transfer. School is supposed to be 
a safe environment. How safe is it 
knowing your kids are in danger 
everyday. I hope that clarified how I 
feel about the subject. Thank you.
	 Sincerely,
		  Amy Youngs


Dear Editor,
	 I did not like the article on 
downloading music. Now-a-days 
people can’t afford to buy a bike or 
a car or live too far to walk. It is a 
lot easier on kids and adults to just 
download or just burn a CD. And 
now-a-days kids are lets say crazy 
and might break a leg, can’t walk 
or ride a bike, don’t own a car and 
wants to listen to music and have 
no radio (I know those chances 
are slim) then he could download 
music.
	 I also did not like the front 
cover. Many kids from Norrix went 
into war you should have put how 
Norrix actually won a game on the 
front. Norrix never wins a game.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Jazmin Demink


Dear Editor,
	 I read through the first issue 
of “Knight Life” and thought it 
had some pretty good articles. I 
thought it was good how there was 
an article on AAC, however I think 
that the writer needs to check on 
the spelling of people’s names. I 
also did not agree with the caption 
under the picture in this article. 
The caption says that the two often 
attend AAC for extra help, when we 
were really there because we had to 
for our sport.
	 Other than the various spelling 
errors throughout the paper I 
thought it had some good opinion 
articles. I am looking forward to the 
next issue.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Hannah Fleming


Dear Editor,
	 I was really disappointed with 
the article you had in the paper 
about the LN grad who served 
in the war. In the article the LN 
grad said that one of the reasons 
he signed up was because of the 
money. He also said, “I don’t really 
like America that much, so I’m not 
going to get all patriotic.” I feel 
that it gives other kids the idea that 
signing up for the army just for the 
money is OK. I feel that the army 
is about serving your country and 
having pride in your country. I feel 
that the article would have been 10 
times better without that quote.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Abbi Schreck


Dear Editor,
	 I agree with Tressa Greschack 
in the story about the Freshman 
Academy. She said, “I didn’t like 
the academy because I was cut off 
from the whole school, and it felt 
like middle school.” I feel like this 
too because the only time we see 
other people is at lunch and our 
elective. Even then the kids are 
mostly freshmen. I also agree with 
it being bad because we only get 6 
credits instead of 8.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Brianna Pfeil


Dear Editor,
	 I am commenting on the article 
about volleyball. I really think it is 
a good article that tells a lot about 
the volleyball team. It shows how 
the volleyball girls get along well 
and work together as a team. The 
one thing I would say is bad was I 
am pretty sure the coach’s name is 
not coach Snow. I thought it was a 
good article though.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Karylle Hillard


Dear Editor,
	 After reading the article, “LN 
Volleyball at the Top of its Game,” 
I’m reluctant to say that I was not 
at all impressed. If the idea behind 
it was to capture the team’s efforts 
throughout the season, I think it 
went in the wrong direction. Some 
of my peers, and myself, found 
many flaws in the article. Not just 
with spelling errors but with the 
content of the section. At one point 
it was said that our new coach’s 
name was Coach Snow which isn’t 
even close; it’s Russ Frey. I think 
that there could have been more 
effort put into this article.
	 However, I am very impressed 
with the article I read, “Put 
down the Money and Pick up 
a Paintbrush.” I thought this 
particular article was very well 
written; although I didn’t entirely 
agree with what was being stated. I 
agree with the statement saying that 
we as Americans, spend too much 
time worrying about the media, 
but the part I’m hesitant on is the 
statement made about money being 
a negative motive. I believe that any 
motivation to do better for yourself 
is positive, unless of course it is 
illegal.
	 I am looking forward to 
reading the next issue of Knight 
Life.
	 Sincerely,			 
		  Christina Brown  


Dear Editor,
	 The article on Timothy Palmer 
should have had more of his brother 
and sister’s quotes at the bottom 
with Mrs. Boggan, Mr. Laboe, and 
Tamara because his family knew 
him better. 
	 Then the albums to check out, 
well not everybody likes or even 
knows the artist of the albums. You 
should put in albums that some 
people know who the artists are and 
actually like them. Also, I think that 
there should be more articles about 
freshmen.
	 Sincerely,
		  Dechelle Jones


Dear Editor,


	 I like the fact you included 
video games in the newspaper. 
Proving, just because it’s a school 
newspaper it can have video 
games and an article about them 
too. No offense, but those are 
very dull comics and some don’t 
even make sense like the one that 
says “munnies.” Overall it wasn’t 
bad, but nothing really peaked my 
interest except that teachers and 
guns story.


Dear Editor,
	 I really liked your article that 
was written by Cristina Flocea. 
Not all of us may have heard of 
Moldova. The article can offer us 
some insight. By reading it, we 
may be more understanding of 
other cultures. I can only imagine 
how much courage it would take 
to travel the ocean to another 
country, especially America where 
everything is huge. We all get into 
our routines, and sometimes forget 
how many other customs are out 
there. In my opinion, we should all 
try to educate ourselves on different 
traditions, but also make an effort to 
experience them. Thank you!
	 Sincerely,
		  Brighid Morse


Dear Editor,
	 Bravo, to everyone who 
worked on the November 2007 
edition of “Knight Life.” With 
your engaging writing, interesting 
topics and thoughtful opinions, you 
drew me in and I read almost every 
article. Your pertinent, good-quality 
photos and thought-provoking 
drawings were great additions to the 
text.
	 In the four years that I have 
been reading “Knight Life,” this 
issue is one of the best - better than 
some city newspapers I have read. 
Congratulations on a great start to 
your year. Keep up the good work.
	 Sincerely,
		  Judy Jones
		  Freshman Academy 		
		  Secretary


Dear Editor,
	 “Why Watch Television” is a 
great example of something I’ve 
been saying for a long time. There 
is too much on TV that can rot our 
minds and not enough that can help 
us. I’m not saying that we all need 
to sit and watch a documentary 
on D-Day, but little kids shouldn’t 
be watching shows where people 
dressed like super heros are 
throwing each other through walls, 
then getting back up to fight more 
unrealistically. Then people wonder 
why kids hurt each other! At least 
in old shows with crappy graphics, 
the kid might be able to see it’s 
fake. And I’m not saying all TV’s 
bad. The shows I used to watch like 
“Rocko’s Modern Life” and “Ren 
and Stimpy” were stupid, but funny. 
Not just plain stupid. Well, I hope 
you see where I relate.
	 Sincerely,
		  Jeremy JC Peterson


Dear Editor,
	 After reading the article about 
AAC, I completely agree with 
Lauren McGlinn. She makes a very 
good point. Why don’t they just 
look at middle school grades? If a 
freshman had a high GPA all year in 
8th grade, that should kind of give 
a clue as to how they might do in 
high school. I think AAC would be 
more helpful if it were offered, but 
not required.
	 Sincerely,
		  Emma Mclaren


Dear Rachel Stuut,
	 I like that you take an 
acknowledgement to the football 
team’s win over Benton Harbor. 
I am a freshman linebacker and 
right end for the freshman team. I 
also like how you asked Brett and 
Kyle some questions because we 
are friends. Thank you for making 
it look like the Loy Norrix football 
program is turning around. I think I 
should let you know what actually 
happens at practice.
	 I don’t like the fact that 
you said that practice was 3-6 
p.m. because we started at about 
3:20 and ended at like 5:30. The 
practices were not in contact unless 
it was a scrimmage, and working 
as a team and not splitting up does 
not work to our benefit as a team. 
You need to get close to people 
at the same position so you can 
help each other out and both know 
what’s going on. We did not have 
study hall for the last three weeks 
and no film for the last 2 weeks. We 
only beat Benton Harbor because 
they beat themselves by making 
mistakes. We do not have a building 
program unless you look at the 
freshman team.
	 Also, I don’t like the fact you 
are talking about the win over 
Benton Harbor and you have a 
picture of a horrible lost game 
to Portage Northern. The picture 
should be changed. The practice 
schedules and the team-building 
drills should both be changed. 
Also, varsity does not get better by 
scrimmaging freshmen. You should 
change the part about rain, snow, 
and blazing heat practices because 
1) It never snowed 2) We stopped 
early during the season sometimes 
due to heat and 3) When it rained 
practice ended early.
	 In the article you should have 
stated how many yards Earnest 
Williams had (206 yards) and the 
65 yard fumble return by Derrick 
Scott. You also should have the 
score of the game. You should have 
the name of the coaches and the JV 
and freshmen records. Maybe you 
could mention the way freshmen 
are improving the program at Loy 
Norrix High School.
	 Sincerely, 
		  Scott Markley      


Dear Knight Life
	 Congratulations on the first 
issue!  The paper looks really great 
and I was very impressed with the 
layout improvements and especially 
with the articles.  The front page 
story about Shaun Larimer was one 
of my all time favorite articles in 
Knight Life.  I thought the quotes 
were great and it told a lot about the 
mind-set some have while entering 
the service.  I was definitely 
surprised at some of the motives 
he had but it just goes to show how 
unknown the entire thing is.
	 I also loved the article abut 
the closing of local music venues, 
it’s so sad to see them disappearing 
but it’s nice to know why.  Emily’s 
article on positive behavior systems 
was also really informative.  You 
should write a follow up later to let 
us know how it’s working!
	 Overall it as a really great 
issue, keep up the good work! Hope 
everything is going well in B 10.  
What are the plans for taking over 
the world this year?  Can’t wait to 
hear all about it!
	 Take care, Miss you all!!!
	 Sincerely,
		  Ellie McIvor-Baker
		  Knight Life Alumni
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	 “I live the life being the 
youngest.  I have all the benefits. 
Everyone takes care of me and 
looks after me. It is really great,” 
said Tanner happily.
	 Tanner is involved with many 
groups. He is a part of the National 
Honors Society, he is an executive 
member of IGNITE, a member 
of the Renaissance counsel and is 
the president of Kappa League: a 
community service organization 
between the three KPS high 
schools. Tanner is a valuable asset 
to Norrix in many ways. 
 	 “It is important to have 
priorities in life, it makes life easier 
to manage and organize. I can 
accomplish my goals much easier 
if I know where I stand and where 
my activities stand in relevance to 
each other. My Priorities are: God, 
family, school, sports, extra circular 
and finally friends,” dedication 
shined through as Tanner spoke of 
what it takes to be successful. 
	 When Tanner isn’t participating 
in sports he is relaxing, working 
out, playing a sport for fun or his 
favorite activity, “to just kick it with 
friends and play video games.” 
	 “I will always miss the 
leadership and optimisms that 
Tanner always had and shared with 
all of his teammates. He was a 
valuable element to the athletics,” 
commented Laboe on what he will 
miss most about Tanner.
	 “Whatever you do in life 
make sure that you take care of the 
important business first, and never 
succumb to procrastination,” said 
Tanner. 


Student Athlete Wins The Schupan Award


	 The ambitious demeanor of 
senior Jacob Tanner is preparing 
him for tomorrow, but shown in 
the awards given today.  His 6’2 
frame paints the visage of the 
All-American in his everyday 
life. A strong grasp on academics 
coupled with an athletic lifestyle 
and a respectable perspective on 
priorities, it is no wonder Tanner is 
the recipient of the 2007 Schupan 
Award. 
	 Presented to him during the 
fall sports award ceremony, the 
Schupan award is received by the 
football player who best, through 
his actions, represent an athlete 
that scores high in the classroom, 
community, field and in the eyes of 
those who have watched him grow 
to become the man that he is today.		
Nelson Schupan, who the award is 
named for, went to Loy Norrix and 
played football over 35 year ago; 
following in his footsteps his sons 
Marc and Dan did the same. After 
Schupan’s death in 1974, his sons 
created the award that was given to 
Tanner. 
	 One of the best parts of this 
award is the surprise tactic. Tanner 
was not aware that he was going to 
be the recipient of such a celebrated 
award. 	
	 Being very discrete about his 
actions, Andrew Laboe eased his 
own nerves before the ceremony 
casually conversing with the star 
athlete making sure his presence 
at the event was definite. Tanner 
assured him that he would make 
sure he was there as he was 
finishing up with basketball practice 
and preparing to rush home and 
pick up his friend on the way back 
to Norrix. 
	 Time for the ceremony 
approached it was nearly 7:30 and 
still no sign of Tanner. Anxiety 
pervaded Laboe’s body, and Laboe 
nervously searched for Tanner, 
as the Schupan speech was about 
to begin. Five minutes into the 
speech Tanner rushed in seeking a 
seat in the front row. Tanner’s face 
froze in the “deer-caught-in-the-
headlights” expression as his name 
rang through the Loy Norrix gym. 
Turning around he faced the man 
who uttered his name, cautiously 
looking around wondering if some 
other Tanner would show himself 
and take ownership to the name. 
Unexpectedly Tanner made his way 


to the front 
to receive an 
award unknown 
to him. 
	 Tanner 
was extremely 
shocked, quite 
speechless 
and touched 
realizing the 
honor that 
comes with 
owning this 
award. 
	 “My 
parents were 
really estatic,” 
said Tanner. 
Unfortunately 
his parents 
could not make 
it to the award 


Kelpin to attend the University 
of Iowa on Golf  Scholarship


	 Senior Barrett Kelpin 
seems to be a name on the tip of 
everyone’s tongue. News of this 
phenomenal athlete is known by 
many people nationwide, ranking 
within the top ten golfers eighteen 
and under. 
	 “I would be absolutely dumb-
founded if a college coach did not 
accept him, actually I am really 
surprised that he didn’t have 
more colleges asking if he would 
come to their school,” announced 
Andrew Laboe, Athletic Director 
at Loy Norrix High school. 
Excited for the future career 
of this inspiring star athlete, a 
smile emerged, seemingly being 
stretched by invisible strings 
attached to his ears, the smile 
covered half of his face as he 
slipped into a memory of Kelpin’s 
first year at Norrix. 
	 “As a freshmen on the golf 
team, he was surrounded by very 
good seniors who were confident, 
yet nice,” a small chuckle filled 
the room breaking up the sentence, 
composing himself he continued, 
“but Kelpin showed the seniors 
how to play golf,” said Laboe.
	 Kelpin is dedicated and 
determined that he will be 
successful. His unconditional 
love for the game is a constant 
component in the drive that makes 
him so successful. Stopping at 
nothing, Kelpin perfects his game 


under any type of sky, showing 
his dedication for the game. This 
year many colleges tried very hard 
to recruit Kelpin.  Demonstrating 
every aspect of premium college 
material, he is exactly what the 
colleges are looking for: equipped 
with a sense of humor, a diligent 
work ethic, effort and optimism. 
This past summer Kelpin was a 
runner up in the Michigan Junior 
Amateur Golf Tournament and in 
the summer before last he made it 
to the All-Sate Super Team for golf. 
Every summer Kelpin competes 
in national competitions and 
does well, which has helped him 
immensely in getting noticed by 
colleges.   
	 At his official visit to the 
University of Iowa Kelpin was 
offered a golf scholarship but 
Kelpin patiently waited to see 
his other offers. The weekend 
before Thanksgiving his top pick, 
University of Iowa, flashed golden 
in his eyes. Quickly signing a 
year-to-year contract, Kelpin was 
awarded a golf scholarship with 
the possibility of it covering all 
four years if he remained within 
the boundaries of the contract 
academically and athletically.   
Kelpin is not sure what he wants 
to major in but is positive about 
one thing; he wants to play golf 


Matthew Evans 
Asst. Buisness Manager


Matthew Evans 
Asst. Buisness Manager


	     See KELPIN page 18


ceremony but celebrated afterwards 
with their well-accomplished son.
	 Tanner hopes to attend the 
University of California to pursue 
a major in computer science. Also 
on his radar for college is Michigan 
State, which he would go to for 
Computer sciences, or Journalism. 
The Schupan award will help him to 
pay for tuition at a college located 
in a state other than Michigan. The 
award has $1,500 attached to it that 
will be automatically forwarded to 
the student account of the college 
he attends. Tanner hopes to make 
it onto his university’s basketball 
team.  It would be a real honor to be 
accepted on to a competitive team. 		
	 “Sports will always be a big 
part of my life,” said Tanner who 
has built an honorable reputation 
for himself through sports and 
school.	
	 Tanner plays three sports 
during the school year: football, 
basketball and track. Tanner’s 
parents have supported him the 
whole way making sure that he 
follows his dreams. Basketball is 
Tanner’s favorite sport.
	 “Basketball is something 
I can get up and do everyday,” 
said Tanner describing what an 
important part basketball plays in 
his life, especially in keeping things 
balanced. Sports really help Tanner 
focus in the classroom because all 
of his stress is gone and they help 
him to remain sane. Without sports 
life is just work. 
	 At home Tanner has quite the 
fan club with all of his siblings 
rooting for him and making sure 
that he will have a successful 
future. Being the youngest of five 
Tanner has many role models. 


Jacob Tanner has been in Kappa League for four years.  Tanner  
said, “Kappa League uses dance routine to attract  new 
members.”


   MATTHEW EVANS/KNIGHT LIFE


Barrett Kelpin has physics 4th block. Kelpin said, “I really the class  because all of my 
friends are in it and Mr. Ryan is a character.”  


MATTHEW EVANS/KNIGHT LIFE
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	 The Loy Norrix Varsity 
Basketball team has had legitimate 
seasons over the years. However, in 
the past few years the team has had 
some trouble because of height. The 
tallest player on the team this year 
is sophomore Max Klepper who is 
6’4”, Other teams around the area 
have players who range in height 
from 6’0” to 6’9”. This makes it 
very difficult for the team to win 
because everyone knows that height 
plays a huge role in basketball. 
	 Varsity coaches, Matt Covault 
and Rob Link know that height is 
an issue but  that there are other 
ways of winning the ball game. 
	 Coach Covault said, “In 
dealing with height issues, we are 
going to to be pressing, trapping, 
and turning the game into a 
transition format.”
	  Also Coach Link said, “[In 
dealing with height isses] we will 
count on speed, speed and more 
speed.”
	 Though height is an issue, 
coach Covault and coach Link have 
put together  a squad that shows 
that they are just as good as any 
other team. Let’s take a minute to 
meet the players of the Loy Norrix 
Varsity Basketball team.


	 With the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics coming ever closer, 
athletes across the globe are 
training for the most-watched 
athletic event in history, with 
4.5 million spectators, 4 billion 
TV viewers worldwide, and over 
21,000 media persons watching. A 
competitive spot at the Olympics is 
often viewed as the highest honor 
an athlete and their country can 
receive, and those who win are 
considered the ultimate champions 
of their event. 
	 However, such triumphs do 
not come easily. Olympic athletes 
train for months and years before 
reaching the level of competition 
required for the Olympics. Some 
have competed in their sport since 
they were in preschool. For Western 
Michigan University track runner 
Becky Horn, training began in 
fourth grade, when she ran in events 
such as the 55 and 30 yard dash. 
Now, she has worked up to the 
400 and 800 meter runs, her main 
events.


	 In high school at Battle Creek 
Central, she was a member of 
the track team and also played 
basketball on the side. In track she 
was able run against many well 
trained runners, and she was excited 
that she felt able to go against them 
without being in top shape. 
	 “It was good to know that I 
could compete with them without 
any formal training,” said Horn.  
	 With a personal record of 2:04 
in the 800, Horn has qualified for 
the B-list in the 2008 Olympic 
trials. This means that after the 
automatic field of 30 people is filled 
up, those with the next highest 
times will be added into the race. 
It all depends on what heats and 
rounds you are put in.
	 “There are four rounds...you 
have to make a certain place in 
each heat to get to the next round. 
They’ll take top 3 or 4, it just 
depends.” said Horn. “If things 
work out the right way, the chances 
are very likely [I’ll make it].” 
	 At the moment, Horn is 
preparing for the trials by starting 
with a lot of endurance runs, and 
gradually working up to speed 


Western Michigan Runner to 
Compete in U.S. Olympic Trial


	 According to the Entertainment 
and Sports Programming Network 
(ESPN), bowling is ranked 57th 
on a list of the 60 hardest sports. 
Bowling just barely beat out 
shooting, billiards and fishing for 
this coveted position, scoring just 
below curling. Some may question 
whether this even qualifies bowling 
as a sport, or if it’s just a hobby or a 
game.
	 The members of the Loy 
Norrix bowling team would beg to 
differ. The team members practice 
twice a week at Continental Lanes 
and compete in eleven league 
matches before moving onto 
regional and state championships. 
The team took home the state title 
in 2006, and senior J.R. Reece 
is expected to compete for the 
individual state championship this 
season.
	 Reece contends that bowling 
is just as hard to master as any 
other sport, and he has experience. 
Reese also participates in basketball 
outside of school, and varsity 
baseball at LN. 
	 Most LN coaches agree with 
Reece and believe that bowling is 
a sport, when it is approached as 
one. LN Basketball Coach Randy 


Rowe thinks that whether or not it 
is a sport depends on what scale the 
participant plays. 
	 “[Bowling is] a sport enough, 
it’s sanctioned by schools, it’s 
played at Big 10 level, it’s just a 
game until you compete at that 
[high] level,” said Rowe.
	 On the other hand, LN 
wrestling and golf coach Tom 
Barnum thinks differently.
	 “Any sport where participants 
can drink beer while playing is not 
a sport,” said Barnum.
	 The definition of sport  may 
be fluid and undefined for now, 
but ESPN does consider bowling a 
sport, and the LN team continues to 
be successful. The women’s team 
now stands at 1-1 and defeated 
Vicksburg in their first league 
game of the season on Saturday, 
December 1st. Both of the teams 
have a match on Saturday, January 
5th at Continental Lanes.


 	 LN Bowling: 	 Game or a Sport?


Jana Graudins
Copy Editor


Does the Loy Norrix Men’s Varsity Basketball 
Team Measure Up?


Anilash Panikulangara
Sports Editor


Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


work. Although 
Horn is hopeful 
about doing 
well at the 
trials, it is 
very difficult 
to make it to 
the Olympics 
as a collegiate 
runner. 
	 “Our 
running 
schedule is 
different,” said 
Horn, “so [by 
the time of the 
trials] we’ll be 
more tired out.” 
	 Horn was a 
two-time state 
champion of 
the 400m run 
in high school 
and has set the 
school record for 
the same race at 
Western. 
	 She is excited for the trials. 
Horn said, “It’s nervewracking 
[competing against gold medal 
winners]...It’s a little rough, [but] 


you have to go into them [the races] 
with the attitude that it doesn’t 
matter, you can run with them.”


	 professionally.
	 “I like everything about the 
sport. It’s hard and requires a lot 
of time but seeing good results 
makes it worthwhile. It also 
builds character because of the 
honest aspect of it and keeping 
good compsure while playing,” 
exclaimed Kelpin. 
	 Kelpin is inspired by Jack 
Nicklaus, a professional golfer 
nicknamed the “Golden Bear. 
Nicklaus has been an idol and 
motivation for Kelpin to make his 
own name one that will be talked 
about with admiration. 
	 As a small child Kelpin and his 
siblings were constantly surrounded 
by relatives that played golf.
	 “Everyone in my family plays 
golf, my uncles, aunts,  cousins, 
grandparents and immediate family, 
I always had a fond memory of my 
uncle competing in golf. Everyone 
in my family has inspired me and 
has helped me to accomplish a 
good golf career,” Kelpin fluently 
described his families vital role in
his life. 
	 Golf is much harder then many 
people think. It requires a positive 
attitude. Your attitude dictates your 
performance and will either create 
you or hurt you depending on how 
you harness that internal power. 
        Kelpin strongly stresses the 
importance of being mentally ready 
for a game.“The most important 
element in golf is your state of 
mind. To realize that you are great, 
but to not be too egotistical, when it 
comes down to it, it is just an agility 
race of the mind. Who wants it the 
most? Once you have that balance 
under your belt you’re golden,” 
said Kelpin of the psychological 
approach to golf.
	 One of the aspects of the game 
that keeps on capturing Kelpin is 
the desire to improve, to always do 
better and of course to showcase 
his proficiency in the sport during 
competitions. 
        A fond memory of golf for 
Kelpin was when the 2004-05 
golf team won the division in his 
freshman year. To keep on top of 
his game Kelpin works-out on the 
off-season and continues to take 
lessons from Charles Vandenderg, 
his private golf instructor, in Grand 
Rapids. 
        “Probably my favorite part 
of golf is when you are really 
struggling with something and you 
work really hard and see yourself 
grow and then actually try it on 
the course. You see a completely 
different player,” said Kelpin. 
        Golf definitely builds up 
your character, helping develop 
discipline, which becomes such a 
big part of your life. It helps you to 
gain patience and appreciate hard 
work and good results. 
	 “To those out there that want to 
succeed, never get discouraged, stay 
focused, work hard and remember 
the only person that is keeping 
you from reaching your ultimate 
height is your own self-denial,” said 
Kelpin. 	 	


Kelpin Wins Golf 
Scholarship
KELPIN continued from page 17


Becky Horn leading the first lap of the 800 meter run, 
racing against top national runners. 


Sophomore Klay Niltassuan tries to bowl a perfect game; 300 points, at 
bowling practice, held twice weekly at Continental Lanes.


Name: Matt Covault
Years in Basketball: 21
Years as a Coach: 12
Years as LN Varsity Coach: 3
Goal for this Year: Improve on W/L record
Improvements: Team chemistry / Team concept
Motto: “Together Everyone Achieves More.”


Name: Rob Link
Years in Basketball: 24
Years as a Coach: 2
Years as LN Varsity Coach: 2
Goal for this Year: Win 15 games
Improvements: Teamwork / Unity
Motto: “Together We Win.” 


ANGELO MURRAY / KNIGHT LIFE


MATT COVAULT / GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER
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Name: Isaac Willhite
Grade: Senior


Sport: Basketball


Name: Howard Tobochinik
Grade: Junior


Sport: Wrestling


Name: Stuart Gagie
Grade: Senior


Sport: Swimming


	 Senior Isaac Wilhite  has been playing basketball for 14 years and has been on varsity for three of his four years on the 
Loy Norrix Men’s Basketball team. 
	 “I always wanted to play cause my brothers played,” said Wilhite.
	 Although basketball is Wilhite’s favorite sport, he has sustained multiple injuries. These include two sprained ankles, 
one from jumping and the other “I was trying to get through a pick and I got tripped.” He also obtained a fractured wrist 
from falling on his hand and a torn thumb ligament from a caught thumb on the rim while going up for a dunk. 
	 The basketball team members are also striving for excellence off the court this season. 
	 “As a team goal we want [to be] academic all-state,”  Wilhite added, which means having a team GPA of 3.5 or higher. 
	 As for Wilhite’s personal season goals, “I’d like to win 15 games, the district championship and have a successful, 
injury free season.“


	 Junior Howard Tobochnik has been wrestling for four years and has been on varsity for three. He has a personal 
record of 70 wins and 35 losses.
	 “I like going all out and giving full effort and seeing what I can accomplish. I know the harder I work the more wins I 
get”, said Tobochnik. He competed at the state level his freshmen year and he hopes to place at least 4th at the state level 
this year.
            Due to wrestling being such a rough sport Tobochnik has sprained his fingers and his wrist. Tobochnik also got 
mono and the flu during last season which put wrestling on hold during that time. Along with the actual wrestling comes 
a lot of conditioning as well.
            “I run sprints and [up and down] stairs, and I go to the gym,” said  Tobochnik.
            Allegan and Rockford are some of the tougher schools for Tobochnik to compete against.


	 Senior Captain Stuart Gagie has been swimming ever since he entered high school as a freshman. His events are the 
50 and 100 yard freestyle, and he is also a member of most of the relay teams.
        Although Stuart himself is a very powerful swimmer and competed at State for two indvidual events and two relays 
last year, he is primarily focused on team goals and expectations for this season. He enjoys the comradery of the team 
and loves their prospects this season, which kicks off Wednesday, December 5th. 
        The Loy Norrix swim team has improved since Gagie’s first year on the team in 2004 and they are hoping to
do even better this year. 
        “We’d love to get second in conference behind Battle Creek Lakeview and have a winning season,” said Gagie.
        One of Gagie’s favorite memories on the swim team was last year when they beat Battle Creek Central for the
first time in Loy Norrix history.


Peak Performers in Sports
Amy Halpern


Maggie Sikkema
Daedal Derks


Staff Writers


	 Looking at the Loy Norrix 
Hockey roster for this season, it 
would be an easy mistake to assume 
Taylor Laning to be a boy’s name. 
However, not only is Laning the 
only girl on the team, but also the 
only girl in the entire league.
	 Although most girls would 
shudder at the thought of chasing 
a lightening fast puck across the 
ice while surrounded by huge men, 
Laning, a freshman at LN, lives for 
the game.
	 Laning began skating in first 
grade with the dream of becoming 
a figure skater. However, her older 
brother, Chad Laning, former LN 
hockey player, would not allow 
his little sister to follow that path. 
Instead, he steered her toward the 
family tradition of hockey.
	 “My whole family plays, 
and I just like being a part of it,” 
said Laning of hockey. She also 
added that while her family is 
very supportive of her playing, her 
mother does worry about injuries.
	 Being the only girl can have its 
ups and downs. Laning has to dress 
separately from the rest of the team 
before and after every practice and 
game. 
	 “I wouldn’t mind having 
another girl on the team. It gets 
lonely in the locker room,” said 
Laning.


	 She also finds herself feeling 
left out when the guys joke around 
sometimes, but does not always 
mind too much that she’s not 
included.
	 Teammate Aaron Moshoginis, 
freshman at LN, agrees that she was 
treated a little differently. “[The 
team treated her] differently at first, 
but now they’re just starting to treat 
her like a teammate like everyone 
else.”
	 But most of the time Laning 
feels that the team treats her the 
same as the rest of the guys. 
Moshoginis also thinks Laning is 
treated as just another member of 
the team. “We all just still out there 
to play hockey and do the same 
thing,” said Moshoginis.
	 Laning feels the extra pressure 
of having to perform better than 
some of the other guys. 
	 “They always say girls can’t 
play hockey, and I just want to 
show them that I can,” said Laning. 
It’s hard to be a freshman on any 
varsity team, but especially in 
a sport where strength and size 
matter. 
	 Most teams don’t realize 
Laning is a girl even after they 
play because she keeps her hair 
tied up in her helmet. That is, 
they don’t realize she’s a girl until 
Laning removes her bright pink 
mouth guard, which very few male 
hockey players use.   While some 
teams argue that a girl shouldn’t be 
playing at all, others simply try to 


take her out on the ice. 
	 “Throughout years of playing, 
they target me. It hurts a lot,” said 
Laning.
	 The issue becomes so serious 
that even her coaches don’t allow 
her to play in some games. 
	 “They don’t let me play against 
Mattawan because it’s a rough 
team,” said Laning.
	 Once the teams find out that a 
girl is on the ice, she gets pushed 
down and checked a lot. 
	 “[I] get back up and act like it 
doesn’t hurt,” Laning explained.
	 Although Laning is sometimes 
targeted while playing with the 
guys on the ice, she says she’d 
rather play men’s hockey than 
women’s. 
	 “I’ve seen [women’s] college 
and high school play, it’s too 
slow,” said Laning. She enjoys the 
fast paced enthusiasm of men’s 
hockey, and would not enjoy the no 
checking rule of women’s hockey.
	 Laning spends time with many 
team members off the ice and 
enjoys playing with her team. 
	 “The guys treat me like a little 
sister. They protect me out there. 
It’s like I have 17 older brothers,” 
Laning said.
	 Moshoginis added, “She adds 
a bond to the team cause it’s more 
diverse.”
	 As for any other girls wishing 
to play Laning said, “Just because 
they say girls can’t play doesn’t 
mean they can’t. Go for it!”


                                                                                                                                                 AMY HALPERN / KNIGHT LIFE                                      


Freshmen Taylor Laning lines up for a practice shot before her game against 
Portage Central.


Name: Jeffrey “Jeff-Jeff” Hoskins
Height: 5’11”
Grade: Sophomore
Position: Guard
Years playing Basketball: 2
Years on LN Varsity: 1
Strength: Good shooter
Goal for this Year: Win 15 
games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Tracy McGrady


Female Hockey Player Brings Diversity to Team
Amy Halpern


Staff Writer


Name: Andrae “Drae” Greer
Height: 5’7”
Grade: Junior
Position: Guard
Years playing Basketball: 7
Years on LN Varsity: 2
Strength: Quick
Goal for this Year: Win 15 games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Dwyane Wade


Name: Quinntrai “Fats” Lampkins
Height: 6’0”
Grade: Junior
Position: Small Forward / Guard
Years playing Basketball: 9
Years on LN Varsity: 2
Strength: Good shooter
Goal for this Year: Win 15 
games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Daniel Gibson


Name: Demetrius 
“Meche”Frierson
Height: 5’11”
Grade: Junior
Position: Power Forward / 
Small Forward
Years playing Basketball: 6
Years on LN Varsity: 1
Strength: Strong
Goal for this Year: Win 15 
games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Ben Wallace


Name: Deontae  Alexander 
Height: 6’0”
Grade: Junior
Position: Forward
Years playing Basketball: 14
Years on LN Varsity: 1
Strength: Good rebounder
Goal for this Year: Do good 
on varsity
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Kevin Garnett


Name: Jordan Laney
Height: 6’0’’
Grade: Senior
Position: Forward/Center
Years playing Basketball: 10
Years on LN Varsity: 2
Strength: Rebounder
Goal for this Year: Win 15 
games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Paul Pierce


Name: Max “Max Max”
Klepper
Height: 6’4”
Grade: Sophomore
Position: Forward
Years playing Basketball: 11 
Years on LN Varsity: 2
Strength: Tall
Goal for this Year: Win districts
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Dirk Nowitzki


Name: Isaac Willhite
Height: 6’2.5”
Grade: Senior
Position: Small Forward / 
Power Forward
Years playing Basketball: 14
Years on LN Varsity: 3
Strength: Clutch
Goal for this Year: Win 15 
games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
LeBron James


Name: Leo Gray
Height: 5’6”
Grade: Junior
Position: Point Guard
Years playing Basketball: 3
Years on LN Varsity: 2
Strength: Quick
Goal for this Year: Win 15 
games
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Allen Iverson 


Name: Raymond “Rump”  Hall
Height: 6’2”
Grade: Senior
Position: Guard / Forward
Years playing Basketball: 14
Years on LN Varsity: 4
Strength: Good shooter
Goal for this Year: Win
NBA Player Resemblance: 
LeBron James 


Name: Alex “Schmidty”  
Schmidt
Height: 6’2”
Grade: Senior
Position: Forward
Years playing Basketball: 10
Years on LN Varsity: 1
Strength: Playing hard
Goal for this Year: Win districts
NBA Player Resemblance: Bill 
Laimbeer


Name: E. Jacob “JT”  Tanner
Height: 6’2”
Grade: Senior
Position: Forward / Center
Years playing Basketball: 7
Years on LN Varsity: 2
Strength: Always positive
Goal for this Year: Have a win-
ning season
NBA Player Resemblance: 
Tim Duncan
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Recent News: Loy Norrix beat K-Central (72-69) at KC on December 13th. GO LN!
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	 Carise Johnson, a junior 
at Loy Norrix who is due 
to give birth to a baby boy 
on February 27, has similar 
ambitions to Beth.  Carise, 
though not quite sure of 
what career she wants 
to pursue, is thinking of 
attending Western Michigan 
University to become a 
Registered Nurse and is 
determined to graduate from 
high school.  However, 
Carise is finding it difficult 
to actively participate in high 
school.
	 “It’s a hassle trying to 
get up and go to school and 
keeping up with work…you 
have to stay home and 
make sure you’re healthy 
and the baby is healthy,” 
said Carise who struggles 
between appointments with 
her physician and managing 
homework and is finding 
it difficult to stay awake 
in class as a result of her 
pregnancy.
	 It is difficult for Carise 
presently, who is preparing 
for a child and balancing 
school work.  However, 
Carise is determined to get 
the best education possible 
so that she will be able to 
support her child in the 
future, hoping that her 
baby will grow up to be a 
respectful and responsible 
child in society.
	 “I just don’t want my baby to be around 
bad a influence,” Carise said proudly.
	 Being judged too harshly was a major 
concern for these girls during their pregnancy, 
especially for Beth.
	 “I felt like everybody was staring at me 
because I was just big,” said Beth reflecting 
back on her pregnancy. 
	 Both Beth and Carise have a large 
amount of support from family and friends 
which helps them to continue with their 
education and care for a young child, or in 
Carise’s case to prepare for caring for a baby.  	
	 Though Carise’s family is not completely 
elated with her pregnancy, Carise is still 
grateful for the support of her mom and her 
family’s willingness to talk.
	 “Some of my family…are not all about 
my pregnancy, but they’re still here to talk,” 
added Carise. 
	 Beth continues to participate in stage 
crew for Loy Norrix productions while taking 
her core classes in school.  Carise is enrolled 
in her core studies as well, in addition to 
taking on a NovaNet course after school on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Both girls are busy 


LN Moms Work Hard
Continued from Page 1


TEEN MOMS


with school in addition to taking care of or 
preparing to take care of an infant.  Coping 
with these difficulties can be challenging 
at any age, but it is especially so for young 
students.  One thing is for certain in these 
young girls’ minds though, education is the 
most important factor in determining the best 
life possible for their children.  
	 “School is very important because if 
you show your child that you can’t do it then 
they’ll believe that they can’t do it,” said 
Beth.
	 The goals of both Beth and Carise 
demonstrate their determination to provide 
for their children. Although Beth’s peers were 
not fully accepting of her pregnancy at such 
a young age and some of Carise’s family 
may not fully approve of her pregnancy, they 
are still receiving support from their friends 
and family.  The support Beth and Carise are 
receiving is helping them to become the best 
role model for their children and bestow upon 
them the best opportunities in their life.  


KRISTEN WEHLING/ KNIGHT LIFE


Yatesha Robinson (right), Family Support Coordinator from the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club provides teen mother support for Carise 
Johnson (left) and the CEYF class.


New Superintendent Intends to 
Increase College Readiness in KPS


Dr. Rice Won’t Settle 
for Sufficiency


ANDREA ROOK/ ACCOLADE


Dr. Rice speaks about the principle of character at the Loy Norrix National Honors Society 
Induction Ceremony on December 5, 2007


	 Coming to Kalamazoo Public Schools 
from Clifton New Jersey, Dr. Michael F. 
Rice was attracted to the diversity of the 
area. Coupled with the “giving spirit” of the 
community, Dr. Rice accepted the job in the 
Kalamazoo area, an area he credits for having 
a desire to be a part of something better, to 
build something better for its children. 
	 “I step into a position where there are 
increased expectations because there are 
increased expectations for the children [due 
to the Kalamazoo Promise],” said Rice. 
	 The Kalamazoo Promise, he believes, is 
the most obvious, but not the only example of 
the giving spirit of the community. Rice does, 
however, understand that the community 
does not come without its challenges. 
	 “I am attracted to the confluence of 
challenge and the ability to address challenge 
[in Kalamazoo],” said Rice. 
	 In accepting the position of 
Superintendent, Rice became the first to come 
into the district with the Promise already in 
place. The issue of ensuring that students are 
ready for college is of utmost importance to 
Rice. Simply because a student sits through 
all of his or her classes and graduates does not 
ensure their college readiness, according to 
Rice. Simply filling the seat is not adequate.
	 “Children need to work to be ready for 
college... It is Important to stay in school, 
it’s necessary [to stay in school], but not 
sufficient... It’s not just about academic, but 
social and cognitive readiness,” said Rice. 
	 Rice feels that KPS graduates should be 
college ready,   whether they plan to attend 
a college or university, go immediately into 
the workforce, into the armed services, or 
into another career path. Students should 
have the maximum amount of choices after 
high school. Additionally, Rice would like to 
alter the message to students about staying in 
school. 
	 “It ought not to be that we say ‘stay in 
school’ and you’ll get the Promise, but to 
learn the maximum amount of information, 
gather the maximum amount of knowledge, 
and you’ll be ready for college,” said Rice. 
	 This issue of college readiness, according 
to Rice, is an issue that should be addressed 
at the earliest age possible, beginning with 
reading to the child at home. If Rice could 
direct federal education funds, there would 
be a lot more money spent towards early 
education and early literacy programs. 
	 “Development of children ready for 
college does not begin in high school, it 
arguably, begins at birth,” said Rice.
	 In New Jersey, Rice led the administration 
that developed a full-day kindergarten 
program for all schools in the district, 
which took three years to implement fully. 
Kalamazoo Public Schools can look forward 
to this type of commitment to projects and 
developments that Rice will institute while in 
Kalamazoo. 


	 One such project Rice hopes to 
implement is increased literacy for younger 
students is parent education. Rice believes 
that encouraging parents to read to their 
children is of great value because children 
whose parents read to them develop greater 
vocabularies, a greater affinity for learning, 
and greater self esteem. Increasing parent 
education programs, especially for young 
parents is a significant responsibility that 
Rice wishes the district to take on, and for the 
community to take part in.
	 “We will not necessarily be responsible 
for parent education, but we will energize 
community organizations and church 
organizations that will,” said Rice.
	 Rice who has publicly opposed the 
principles and requirements of No Child Left 
Behind, also has expectations for other levels 
than early education for this school year. Rice 
looks to build a framework of expectations 
for children at every level, socially, 
cognitively, and academically and to ensure 
that these different levels of expectations 
work cohesively. Higher standards in math 
education and improved writing and language 
arts curricula can be expected from Rice’s 
strategic planning and curriculum reform 
committees.   Unlike the NCLB standards, 
Rice understands that children may not be at 
the nationally set ‘Adequate Yearly Progress’ 
benchmarks, but that doesn’t mean they’re 
not learning. 
	 “NCLB distills the world into either you 
made it, or you didn’t... There’s something 
wrong with an accountability structure that 
doesn’t give credit for the growth factor,” said 
Rice.
	 Rice hopes to give credit to students who 
are improving, whether or not that means 
they are meeting AYP benchmarks. He cites 
the example of a child entering a 7th grade 
language arts class at a 2nd grade reading 
level. The child works tremendously hard 
with the teacher, and by the end of the year 
is promoted a 5th grade level. The child and 
teacher have made immense progress, yet still 
do not meet AYP, and therefore the child’s 
progress is ignored by national standards. 
	 Optimistically, Rice takes on the 
challenge of leading KPS. He looks forward 
to being a part of the 
administration that brought 
KPS the Promise. He looks 
forward to improving and 
growing as a community 
and he hopes to aid in 
the establishment of 
a generation of KPS 
graduates who are college 
ready.
	 Rice stressed, “I am 
confident that we can 
improve and build upon 
what we’ve got going on in 
KPS.”   


Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


CORRECTIONS:
-	 Video Game Photos Misrepresented
	 The cutlines for the video game photos in the Virtual Recognition article were 		
	 transposed. 


-	 Volleyball Coach Misnamed
	 The varsity volleyball coach is Russ Frey, not Coach Snow. 


-	 Students Misrepresented in Knights Speak
	 Al-Kee Marr was incorrectly represented as Amar Worthy.
	 Deziree Whitley was incorrectly represented as Lashana Johnson.


“Best driving school around!”
          
       - Loy Norrix, A. J Namenye


“Ms.Hunter is a very encouraging driver 
trainer teacher and goes with you one 
step at a time”
          - Loy Norrix, Skylar Hinton


SEGMENT 1	$295.00
	 age limit:  14 years and 8 months


SEGMENT 2	$40.00


Flexible Schedules 
for Everyone


CALL 
343-3176


www.hunterdrivertraining.com


QUICK  FACTS  ABOUT DR. RICE


•  VERY NEARLY  MAJORED IN FRENCH LITERATURE. &   		
      TAUGHT FRENCH FOR MANY YEARS


•  HAS READ EVERYTHING BY KURT VONNEGUT, J.D.           		
      SALINGER, ALICE WALKER AND TONI MORRISON.


•  RECEIVED A BACHELORS IN PSYCHOLOGY FROM YALE       	
      UNIVERSITY AND A MASTERS AND A DOCTORATE IN
      PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION FROM NEW  YORK                      
      UNIVERSITY.  


•  OFFICIALLY BECAME SUPERINTENDANT OF KPS ON                   	
      SEPTEMBER 20TH 2007








Sports20 December 2007


	 Senior Janell “Nelly” Smith 
just recently verbally committed to 
play basketball for University of 
Michigan in the 2008-2009 season. 
Being verbally committed means 
that there is a spot on the team for 
you, but you’re not attending the 
school on a sports scholarship. 
She has been playing basketball 
since the age of six. Janell Smiths’ 
dream was to play basketball for 
Tennessee, but at this point in time 
Michigan appears to be the best 
choice for her.
	 “It [U of M] was the right 
choice for Janell academically and 
athletically,” said Coach Damian 
Smith. Coach Smith has been 
coaching Janell Smith for two 
years. He said Janell Smith is fun 
to be around and just a happy and 
humble person. Coach Smith said 
that on the court Janell Smith has a 
need to get to the ball.
	 “She is very quick and has a 
knack for getting the ball,” said 
Coach Smith.
	 Janell Smith’s goal for this 
season is to do well. She wants to 
win districts and regionals. She 
knows that regionals will be a 
challenge.
	 “It will be tough, they’ll give 
us a run for our money,” Janell 
Smith said with a smile on her face.
	 Janell Smith has gotten to 
where she is 
today with the 
help of her 
mother and 
brother. She 
knows that they 
will always be 
on her case. 
They give 
her positive 
criticism and are always there to 
support her.
	 Coach Smith has two main 
goals for this LN basketball season. 
The first is to get all players on all 
three teams to have at least a 3.0 
GPA. This is twice the required 
1.5 GPA you must have to try out 
for any sport. Last year the team 
finished with an overall GPA of 


LN Has Much to Look Foward 
to in Women’s Basketball


3.2. Coach Smith’s second goal is 
to develop the freshmen and junior 
varsity levels, he feels developing 
the teams leading up to the varsity 


level is important for the future of 
the program. A key player in the 
development of the program is 
freshmen Abbi Schreck. 
	 Schreck made varsity this 
season but has been moved down to 
play with the JV team. Schreck was 
moved down because Coach Smith 
thought varsity was moving a little 
too fast for her. He also didn’t want 
Schreck to lose the confidence she 
already has. Schreck is hoping to 
be able to play at the varsity level 
sometime this season. Schreck 
practiced with varsity this summer.
 	 “I want Abbi to develop into 


	 Cheerleading is an age-old 
tradition of combining elements 
from tumbling, dance, and stunting 
to cheer for a team. Many people 
don’t believe that cheerleading 
is a sport, including junior Ben 
Fleming. 
	 “The only part of cheerleading 
that I would consider a sport is 
when they do flips in the air, but 
other then that the rest is just 
jumping up and down,” said 
Fleming. 
	 It is this attitude that has 
created a tough situation for the 
Norrix cheer program. It often isn’t 
realized what kind of athleticism 
and fitness one must have to be a 
cheerleader. Many cheerleaders 
have backgrounds in tumbling and 
gymnastics which both require 
an extremely well maintained 
physique. 
	 Last year the competitive 
cheer team at Norrix set a goal 
of reaching a .500 season by 
winning half of their competitions. 
The team came within a hair of 
making it, finishing at .486. With 
five returning members from that 
successful team and the addition 
of several freshmen, cheer coaches 
and cheerleaders alike are expecting 
big things this season. 
	 “We should do very well in 
competitive this year,” said coach 
Lori Bell. 
	 Two new additions to the team 
this year are freshmen twins Haley 
and Brianna Pfeil. They have both 
been cheerleading since fifth grade 
and really love it. After moving 
to Kalamazoo from Arizona, they 
discovered that cheerleading here is 
a little bit different. 
	 In Arizona they both did 
competitive cheer but had never 
participated in sideline cheer. 
“During the football season this 
year we practiced twice a week, 
but we’ll do more for competitive,” 
said Haley Pfeil. 
	 Both Haley and Brianna do 


Freshmen Twins Tumble 
Toward Success


running and stretching in the 
off-season to stay in shape for 
cheerleading and Haley takes 
tumbling classes. Both are looking 
forward to the coaching of Lori Bell 
and harder skill level routines than 
what they have done in the past.
	 Lori Bell has coached for 
several years at Norrix but not 
continuously. She started coaching 
in 1998 but then stopped in 
2003 when Norrix started up its 
competitive cheer program. Bell 
stopped because she had very little 
experience with competitive cheer 
and thought that someone with 
more experience would be better 
suited for the job. 
	 “Sideline cheer is about getting 
the crowd involved but competitive 
is more tumbling and stunting and 
stuff,” said Brianna Pfeil. 
After working through several 
coaches between 2003 and 2006, 
Lori Bell decided to take the job 
again and try her luck at coaching 
a competitive cheer team. She did 


well last year coaching the girls 
to that almost .500 season and is 
hoping to improve this year. 
	 “I like to take old material and 
bring it up to the new millennium,” 
said Bell about her style and how 
she comes up with cheers for the 
team.
	 Bell was a cheerleader in high 
school, but went to Kalamazoo 
Central, our crosstown rivals. When 
she took the job at Norrix she 
thought it might be difficult to make 
a switch and help out her rival, but 
she has made the transition well. 
	 “My son was an ’02 grad 
and he played sports here [at Loy 
Norrix] so that made it easier for 
me,” stated Bell. 


Daedal Derks
Staff Writer


a basketball player on and off the 
court,” explained Coach Smith.
	 Although varsity may be 
moving at a higher pace than 
Schreck is ready for, Coach Smith 
still has high hopes for her. Coach 
Smith said that Schreck has a good 
work ethic, and Schreck wants to 
improve. Schreck feels she needs 
to improve on her jump shot and 
defense.
	 “It [getting moved down] 
definitely makes me want to be 
better,” said Schreck. She plans on 
staying after practice and playing 
on the weekends to improve on her 
game.
	 Schreck looks up to Janell 
Smith on the varsity team the most.
	 “[She’s a] great individual on 
and off the court,” said Schreck.
	 Janell Smith knows when 
Schreck is ready to be on varsity, 
she will  be able to contribute a 
lot to the team and really commit 
herself.
	 The Lady Knights finished 
their season last year with the 
record of 19 wins and 6 losses. 
Coach Smith hopes to have another 
successful season this year as well.


Wrestling is an aggressive sport 
that challenges young men and 
some women physically and 
mentally. With hardcore exercises 
and a goal to lose or gain weight, 
the wrestling team of Loy Norrix 
met their first Alpha weigh-in 
Thanksgiving week. The Alpha 
weigh-ins are important because 
wrestlers learn which weight class 
they will be wrestling in for the 
upcoming season. Weight classes 
match opponents based on their 
weights, and wrestlers are officially 
registered on the team.
 	 Losing 11 pounds and gaining 
muscle in a matter of weeks was 
the amazing result for LN first time 
wrestler, junior Andrew Blodgett. 
Blodgett’s workouts consist of 
lifting weights and running and 
can take up to 5 hours a day. One 
of the craziest things the coach has 
ever made him do was run back 
and forth in the gym (suicides) after 
intense conditioning. 
	 Blodgett described it as, 
“running through hell!” Blodgett 
also maintains a healthy diet. He 
likes to eat wraps, and is committed 
to not eating greasy foods or fast 
food.
 	 Blodgett’s family and friends 


Wrestling Team: Weighing In
support him and compliment him 
for losing weight. His goal is to 
lose a total of 30 pounds. Blodgett 
thinks hard work will pay off,
	  “I’ll be skinnier one day and 
fit and healthy,” said Blodgett. 
Blodgett currently weighs in at 219 
pounds.
 	 Salads, fruits and vegetables, 
drinking lots of water, eating less 
meat, staying away from fatty 
substances, pop and greasy foods is 
the diet for LN wrestler Tracy “TJ” 
Gum, senior. Gum’s weight class is 
125. This will be Gum’s fourth year 
wrestling. He previously wrestled 
for Milwood Middle School. 
	 Gum  started wrestling to try 
something new, he was inspired 
by his father who wrestled in high 
school. Gum compares the running 
exercises to cross country because 
both sports take lots of endurance 
and stamina. 
	 Gum has wrestled very diverse 
people over his years as a wrestler. 
He has wrestled a girl but didn’t 
treat her any different from a male 
wrestler. 
	  “If she’s man enough to step 
on the mat, she’s man enough to 
take the punishment!” Gum said. 
	 After high school Gum wants 
to wrestle for the Marines and 
possibly in college.
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Cheerleaders stretch and condition during a practice. The effort the 
team shows in practice is likely to directly contribute to their success 
this season.


The LN girls basketball team faced off against Battle Creek Central on Friday, 
November 30th. Maria Davis tried her best to defend the Knight’s basket, and 
eventually stole the ball back for LN. 


You’ve got homework.
We’ve got help.


FREE online help from real tutors.


Live Homework Help


Grades 4-12
& College Intro


Go to: www.kpl.gov/homework


Kalamazoo Public Library


Everyday from
3:00 - 10:00 pm


“She is very quick and 
has a knack for getting 


the ball.”
 -Coach Smith
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Chris Craft and Tyler Selph show off their wrestling skills during practice. 
They will learn from mistakes and use the techniques during matches.


Tracy Gum shows Charles Lipsey who’s boss, by doing hard 
grappeling moves. Lipsey is a sophomore at LN and is a new LN 
wrestler.
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the harsh realities they are forced to 
endure for no fault of their own,” 
described May.             
	 Many of us cannot imagine 
having to deal with being homeless 
on top of completing homework, 
working an after school job, 
and other activities. But for 470 
students in the Kalamazoo Public 
School district this is a reality they 
must face every day. According 
to Jon Behrens, Homeless Liaison 
Specialist for all KRESA schools, 
at Loy Norrix alone, 34 students are 
currently homeless, which is about 
7.2% of the student population. 
	 Behrens works with homeless 
students and their families to make 
sure they know what their rights are 
and also to provide transportation, 
tutoring, school supplies, and other 
services. Behrens believes that 
when a student is homeless, their 
ability to function in school and in 
general is highly affected.
	 “There is a lot of stress in 
children’s lives who are homeless 
for many reasons. There are just 
so many variables. Homelessness 
impacts students in different ways,  
[As a result of homelessness] some 
student’s grades can suffer, and 
some can struggle with self-esteem 
[may be affected]. Their priorities 
certainly may be different, they 
are just trying to survive,” said 
Behrens.             
	 Additionally, when a student 
is homeless they often feel left out, 
or different from other students. 
Kacynski believes that these 
feelings of isolation or hopelessness 
also affect a student’s ability to 
function not only in school, but in 
their everyday lives.             
	 “Unfortunately, there is a 
negative stigma associated with 
being homeless. A student may feel 
ashamed or different from other 
kids. The feeling of being helpless 
or worrying about the situation may 
carry over into the ability to do 
homework or keep up in school,” 
said Kacynski.


	 Although confronting the issue 
of homelessness in our community, 
and in our schools may seem like an 
overwhelming task, there are many 
institutions and programs already 
in place to help the homeless, and 
also many ways that community 
members and students can help. 
Many institutions serve meals daily, 


Confronting Homelessness
How Homelessness Affects Many 
in our Schools and Community and 
What We Can Do About It


Emily Rooney
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	 “I never thought I would 
be homeless, that’s for sure,” 
explained Kathy Hill.          
	 Hill is a part of the Family 
Hope Discipleship Program at the 
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission where 
she is working to get her life back 
on track. Hill came to the Gospel 
Mission in September of last year 
after finding herself homeless 
as a result of alcohol abuse. Just 
like many other people who find 
themselves homeless, Hill had 
never imagined that she would one 
day find herself out on the streets. 	
	 Yet homelessness strikes many 
people unawares every day right 
here in Kalamazoo. The effects 
of homelessness are felt not only 
by adults in our community, but 
by children and teenagers in our 
schools as well.             
	     It is difficult to define 
homelessness because it is a 
situation that often results from 
many complicated issues. A person 
is considered homeless if they 
lack a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence. The definition 
of homeless extends to any 
person whose primary residence 
is a temporary place, any place 
not meant for regular sleeping 
accommodation by humans, or a 
supervised temporary shelter.             	
  	        Although homelessness 
sometimes results from poor 
choices, many times it affects 
people who have no control 
over the situation such as family 
members or children. 
	 Karen J. Kacynski, 
Communications Officer for 
Housing Resources Inc. also 
acknowledges that homelessness is 
a complicated issue and indicates 
that children and teenagers 
are often hit the hardest by 
homelessness.            
	 “Loss of a job, an illness or 
disability that prevents work, the 
poor Michigan economy and a 
shortage of affordable housing all 
play a role. Unfortunately, children 
and teenagers are helpless victims 
in these situations. They are 
powerless to prevent these things 
from happening to their parents 
or those they are depending on to 
provide for them,” said Kacynski.             
	 Focusing and being successful 
in school becomes exceptionally 
difficult when a student does not 
know where or if they will eat that 
night, or if they will have a safe 
place to sleep. Teacher and Peace 
Jam advisor Sveri May speaks to 
the added difficulties that homeless 
students are forced to contend with 
every day.            
	 “Sometimes getting to school 
is what they do that day,” said May. 
“It’s warm here [at school], they 
can get food, and they know there 
is a network here to help them. 
School is a place for them to escape 


and provide places to sleep for 
people who are in need. The Gospel 
Mission is one of these institutions, 
providing three meals everyday of 
the year and a warm place to sleep 
at night. The Gospel Mission also 
offers many programs that allow 
people the chance to get their lives 
back on track such as the Family 
Hope Discipleship Program for 
women and families, or the New 
Life Discipleship Program for 
Men. These programs help people 
get themselves together and learn 
skills that will allow them to find 
work. Pastor Michael L. Brown, 
Executive Director of the Gospel 
Mission described the work in 
training program offered by the 
Gospel Mission;             
	 “The majority of the homeless 
population is people who want to 
find work and get help. We have 
work in training programs where 
people are taught work skills such 
as retail work skills, or maintenance 
skills. A lot of times the main thing 
we teach is how important it is 
to get to work on time, how you 
should dress at work and how to 
follow instructions. We reacquaint 
them with proper job etiquette,” 
said Brown.             
	 Another organization working 
to help people who are in need 
of assistance is the Kalamazoo 
Deacons Conference located 
on the North Side of town. 
Executive Servant Terri Thomas 
of the Deacons Conference is fully 
committed to helping people in 
need. She is able to relate to people 
who are going through hard times 
because she struggled with drug and 
alcohol abuse for about nine years 
of her life. She puts her whole self 


into serving those who come to the 
Deacon’s Conference and believes 
that everyone is able to help out in 
some way.             
	 “You don’t have to be a 
professional [to help] all you have 
to have is a heart for people. The 
more volunteers we have, the more 
people we can serve,” said Thomas. 
	 One of the main ways to 
help is by volunteering your time 
to organizations that serve the 
homeless. An easy way for students 
at Loy Norrix to help is by donating 
food to the food drive because some 
of the food goes directly to families 
at our school who are in need. 	
	 May reinforces the importance 
of recognizing that homelessness is 
not a situation that anybody wants 
to find themselves in, and that we 
should all do everything we can to 
help those who find themselves in 
this situation.             
	 “Nobody wants to be homeless. 
These are just regular people 
trying to live their lives, but for 
some unfortunate reason they 
find themselves in a bad spot 
and end up homeless. There is 
always somebody that everyone 
can help, and by lending your 
volunteer time to places doing these 
things [helping the homeless] is a 
wonderful way to combat it,” said 
May.      
	 Thomas also recognizes that 
homeless people should be treated 
like everyone else and stresses 
the importance of changing our 
perception toward homeless people.  
     	 “We have to change our 
perception [toward homeless 
people]. They fear how they will 
be judged, and sometimes their 
pride gets in the way of asking for 


help. We need to embrace people 
in their times of need,” Thomas 
emphasized. 
	 Behrens also stresses the 
importance of increasing awareness 
about homelessness and of being 
sensitive and understanding toward 
those who are homeless.
	 “Awareness is also important. 
We should try to be more sensitive 
and empathetic to students who are 
homeless,” said Behrens.
	 Homelessness is a complicated 
issue and unfortunately it may 
always exist to some extent. Pastor 
Michael Brown recognizes that 
homelessness is not an issue that is 
just going to disappear completely, 
but he is confident that through the 
efforts of people, we can confront, 
and make a difference in the lives 
of many who are homeless.             
	 “I don’t believe there is an end-
all solution to homelessness…We 
need to hold homeless people 
accountable to do as much as they 
are capable of to change their own 
situation,” said Brown.             
	 For anyone interested in 
helping people who are homeless 
or simply in need of help, Terri 
Thomas stresses the fact that “this 
is a people business. You have to 
care about people… They need to 
feel encouraged, they need to feel 
hope.”             
	 Brown also believes in the 
power of helping others. He insists 
that “the greatest investment you 
will make will be an investment 
in people.” If we all take the time 
to make an investment in people, 
perhaps the issue of homelessness 
in our schools and community 
can be diminished, and possibly 
resolved one day.    


Community Resources: 
  Gryphon Place


  1104 S. Westnedge Ave.
  381-1510


  24-hour crisis help line: 381-HELP      
(381-4357)


   


  Housing Resources Inc.
  345 North Burdick St. 


  382-0287
   


Kalamazoo Deacons 
Conference 


  1010 N. Westnedge Ave. 
  344-7333


 Kalamazoo Gospel Mission
  448 North Burdick St. 


  345-2974
   


Title I Parent Office
Office of Homeless Services


  714 S. Westnedge
  Room 203
  337-0063


Since 1933 the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission has been a place of hope and restoration for those who are homeless. It 
is the largest mission for the homeless in Southwest Michigan, offering numerous services to help people in many 
different areas. 
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-Serve a meal or do a project at one of the local    	
	 centers that assist the homeless.  


-Call Donna Pearce at the Gospel Mission for 		
	 ideas and guidance on projects you can do 		
	 and ways to help: 345-2974 ext. 226.  


-Participate in the Walk for Warmth on Saturday, 	
	 February 23, 2008.  Visit http://www.caascm.		
    org/walkforwarmth.htm for more information.   


-Donate food to the food drive or local food 		
	 pantries.  


-Educate others; make them aware of 			 
	 homelessness and how we can help.  


-Be understanding and  treat those who are 		
	 homeless the same way you would people 		
	 who have a home.  


-Collect clothing and personal items and donate   
	 them to places like the Deacons Conference 
	 and other centers that help the homeless.    
  


 -Urge government officials to support building 		
	 more affordable housing.


How You Can Help:
-Out of 11, 816 students in the Kalamazoo 	
	 Public Schools District, 470 are actively 	
	 homeless. There are currently 112 families 	
	 and 213 active students who are “doubled 	
	 up” which means that more than one family 	
	 is living together. 


-Out of the 1,360 students enrolled at Loy 	
	 Norrix, 34 students are actively homeless, 	
	 which is about 7.2% of the school 		
	 population.


-The Gospel Mission serves around 570 meals 	
	 a day.


-Because much of the food is donated by 	
	 local businesses, the Gospel Mission 		
	 spends an average of 11 cents per person 	
	 to provide meals.


-737 people per month take refuge in an area 	
	 shelter.


-According to the Kalamazoo Gazette, 35 % of 	
	 homeless are children, the fastest 		
	 growing segment of the homeless 		
	 population.


   


  By the Numbers:


Mark Wespinter, a volunteer at the 
Gospel Mission helps prepare dinner 
on November 12th. 


Suerina Franklin, a volunteer at the 
Gospel Mission, stirs the soup that was 
to be served for dinner. 
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“We have to change 
our perception [toward 
homeless people]. ..We 


need to embrace people 
in their times of need.“


-Terri Thomas,
Executive Servant  of the 


Deacons Conference
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into the main office to introduce 
myself to Todd Reynolds, the 
principal of G-A. He welcomed me
into his school as if I were an actual 
student at G-A. 
	 “My favorite part about G-A 
is watching the students come in 
as freshmen, watching them grow 
and seeing them walk across the 
stage the night of graduation,” said 
Reynolds.


	 At LN we have about 1,300 
students. G-A enrolls around 400 
students yearly, approximately 
the same number of ninth grade 
students at LN. For the principal at 
G-A, it is easier to get to know the 
students individually and see how 
they grow through the years than 
for the LN principal.
	 At G-A the students have 
six classes a day, opposed to LN 
where we have four blocks. In 
Whitney’s first class, I was still 
kind of worried about what people 


	 My mother has always told me, 
“Now Rachel the best gifts, are the 
gifts from the heart.”
	 I don’t have a whole lot of 
money to spend, so this year I am 
taking my mom’s advice. Christmas 
is just around the corner, and I 
need a few ideas for gifts. The one 
person I knew I could turn to was, 
of course, Martha Stewart.
	 Stewart has all kinds of ideas 
on how to create personalized 
stockings, decorate trees and how 
to make holiday cards, but those 
aren’t the gifts my friends would 
really want. I came across an article 
about a woman named Cheryl 
Richardson, and how she got a gift 
from a friend that was just a simple 
heart. 
	 Richardson has loved 
hearts since she was little, and 
it was touching that her friend 
remembered this. There was also 
a card that talked about how much 
she has affected this person’s life, 
and how much they appreciated her.
	 Richardson also had some 
pretty interesting ideas about 
themed gift baskets.  There were 
things such as board game baskets, 
movie lover’s baskets and chocolate 
lover’s baskets. This made me think 
of all the different things my friends 
love. 


	 I have a friend that loves 
sweets, so I decided to bake all 
sorts of goodies. She really loves 
blueberry scones and brownies. 
I made her both and even added 
the recipe so she can make them 


Do It Yourself:
The Perfect Christmas Gift 
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whenever she wants. 
	 Richardson also talked about 
how giving up some of your time 
to be with the people who you are 
close to is the best gift of all. 	
	 This year I am planning a party 


	 For the longest time there has 
been a line that separates reality 
and fantasy. However, recent 
trends in marketing coupled with 
the popularity of the internet have 
begun to alter people’s perceptions 
of just where that line lies. What 
has people rethinking this is the 
recent trend of viral marketing that 
is being done to promote various 
television shows, movies, video 
games, and CD’s. Viral marketing 
is exactly how it sounds; it is 
a form of promotion that relies 
on information being passed by 
word of mouth from consumer to 
consumer (much like a virus).
	 Viral marketing often takes 
the form of conveniently placed 
stickers and graffiti; however one 
of the most popular forms of viral 
marketing has been in the form of 
ARGs (alternate reality games). 
These games send the participant 
on a quest for some sort of reward. 
These are mostly internet based and 
can be done at home. 
	 However several ARGs have 
gone beyond user participation 
on the internet and require users 
to complete tasks in public.  For 
example the upcoming “Batman 
Begins” sequel “The Dark Knight” 
has used ARGs as a form of 


promotion. As a tie-in, several sites 
have appeared in which the Joker 
is looking for people to complete 
and participate in a variety of 
colorful activities. The largest of 
these was at the San Diego Comic 
Convention, in which convention 
goers had to put on Joker make-
up and participate in a series of 
activities spanning San Diego, 
while people connected to the 
Joker’s website at home solving 
puzzles and giving convention 
goers instructions. 
	 As a result the convention 
goers that completed all the tasks 
got a clown mask and a still from 
the movie. While people connected 
to the Joker’s website were 
rewarded with the teaser trailer for 
“The Dark Knight.”		
	 The types of activities in ARGs 
generally vary and some even have 
users receiving cryptic phone calls 
and e-mails. Most ARGs don’t 
necessarily start on the internet 
either; for example in promotion for 
their album “Year Zero,” Nine Inch 
Nails left flash-drives containing 
previews of songs on the album and 
cryptic messages in the bathrooms 
of their concerts. 				 
    There have been times when viral 
marketing has backfired. The most 
well known example of this is the 
January 2007 bomb scare in Boston 
resulting from the placement of 
light displays that promoted Adult 
Swim’s movie “The Aqua Teen 
Hunger Force Colon Movie Film 
for Theaters.” As a result Turner 
Broadcasting, the parent company 
of Cartoon Network who broadcasts 
“Adult Swim” had to remove 
similar displays across the country 
and pay several hundred thousand 
dollars in fines in order to pay 
for the cost of the deployment of 
emergency crews in response to the 
displays.
	 It is pretty easy to become part 
of viral marketing; all you need is 
a keen eye, an open mind, and a 
willingness to receive weird cryptic 
phone calls and e-mails.
 


Breaking the 
Fourth Wall:


Andrew Chapman
Comics Editor


A New Style of   
Marketing Blurs 
the Line Between       
Reality and Fantasy


My first thought as I 
walked into G-A was 


that this is a school that 
I knew nothing about, 


with people I had never 
met, and I was nervous 


beyond belief.


Many Loy 
Norrix High 
School 
students have 
a
perception 
that all 
Galesburg-
Augusta 


High School 
students, who are represented by 
their mascot, the Ram, are country 
folk. Many G-A students have a 
perception that all LN students 
carry guns. I wanted to go to G-A to 
break down the stereotypes between 
our two schools.	
	 On Tuesday, October 12th, 
I went to G-A and experienced 
going to a small school, unlike 
LN. I followed G-A junior Jessica 
Whitney to all of her classes and 
lived a day as a Ram.
	 My first thought as I walked 
into G-A was that this is a school 
that I knew nothing about, with 
people I had never met, and I was 
nervous beyond belief. I had no 
idea what people would think of me 
as an LN student. 
	 The first thing I noticed was 
how small the parking lot was. 
Unlike LN’s there are about 300 
spaces and only 100 get used. 
Walking into the school, I noticed
that nobody had their backpacks; 
they all used their lockers. I went 


would think of me, but the class 
was accepting. I told the group of 
students not to worry about why I 
was there. 
	 Everybody had their own 
perception about what LN was like.
	 “From what I understand you 
get threatened by a knife every 
day,” said junior Eric Gillette.
	 When many people think of 
LN, they picture violence because 
that is how the media portrays 
the school. At G-A everyone I 
encountered was very nice and 
there were not many rude people 
who wanted to start drama.
	 “There are no fights, really 
everyone here [at G-A] is pretty 
chill,” Whitney said.
	 There are also a lot of other 
differences in policy between the 
schools. One such difference is the 
absence policy.
	 At LN, if we have fourteen 
absences, we lose credit and have to 
take the class over. At G-A, if they 
have ten absences, then they can opt 
to attend school on Saturday so they 
don’t lose credit. Saturday school 
would be beneficial to LN students 
because if someone was sick a lot 
of the time, then they would have 
some way to make up time lost.
	 At G-A, athletic teams are 
well regarded, especially the girls 
volleyball, softball and basketball 
teams. The soccer team does well 
too; but it is a co-ed team, unlike 
LN where we have separate teams 
for each gender. G-A also has 
various clubs that we don’t have 


a LN, including Diversity Club 
(which is a club comprised of 
different groups of people coming 
together from different cliques 
to engage in activities together), 
M.A.D.D. (Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving), Biology Club, and 
Interact (similar to National Honors 
Society).
	 Most of the people I talked to 
said that they liked G-A, chiefly 
because it’s the only school they 
have attended. 
	 “The only negative about G-A 
is that everybody is in everyone’s 
business, so it is kind of hard to 
come in new,” Whitney said.
	 A new school building was 
built five years ago for G-A 
students to accommodate for new 
technology. The demands for 
technology today are greater than in 
the 1960s.
	 “I just want the best 
environment for the students as
possible,” said Reynolds.
	 There are things that any 
parent, teacher, or principal would 
change about their child’s school 
or their own place of work. The 
only thing that some of the G-A 
staff would change is the overall  
perception, of the school. In the 
end, Reynolds just wants his 
students to regard high school as a 
good experience.
	 Said Reynolds, “You can’t     
re-live high school. Be all that you 
can be.”


Breaking the Barriers With Galesburg-Augusta 
LN Students Visits G-A and Learns What Life is Like at Another School 


Sarah Leip
Business Manager


Comparing and Contrasting Loy Norrix and G-A


   LN KNIGHTS:       1350 		      	      20		     2:20pm			     1961


    G-A RAMS:            410		        	       8		    	    2:40pm			     2003


POPULATION # OF CLUBS DISMISSAL TIME      YEAR ERECTED


for my friends. It’s going to be a 
white elephant party. I figured the 
memories we make will last longer 
than anything I could buy them.


The G-A gym is still in good shape, as the school was 
built in 2003.The G-A cafeteria is about 2/3 


smaller than Loy Norrix’s cafeteria. 


SARAH LEIP/KNIGHT LIFE 


The G-A parkind lot is about 1/4 the size of Loy Norrix’s 
parking lot and most of the spaces get used.  


SARAH LEIP/KNIGHT LIFE 
SARAH LEIP/KNIGHT LIFE 
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PEAK PERFORMERS in the ARTS


It seems that every year more and more outstanding Loy Norrix art students go unrecognized 
for their artwork. Loy Norrix has many young, talented artists, but few seem to notice them. 


Anilash Panikulangara
Sports Editor


Senior Kelsey Klug plays the viola for the Loy Norrix 
Orchestra. Klug started playing the viola in the 
4th grade at Lincoln Elementary because of her 
grandmother’s influence.


”My grandmother purchased my viola, and I started 
playing because I love her a lot,” said Klug. 


She has been playing in the LN Orchestra for four 
years and has gained a lot of memories. 


Klug says that her favorite part about the LN 
Orchestra is that, ”Everyday is awesome and Mr. 
Roach is very funny,” said Klug. 


Klug’s worst memory is of one particular day during 
practice. She dropped her viola onto the ground 
and everything broke and  scattered everywhere. In 
order to repair it, Klug had to pay $200! 


Even though Klug will not play her viola 
professionally, she said,”I will always keep playing.” 


This really shows that she has a lot of commitment 
and passion. Klug is undecided about her college 
career but said, “Whatever college I attend, I will 
probably find some orchestra to play in.” 


Klug also added, “If anyone has ever played a string 
instrument, join the Loy Norrix Orchestra.”


Junior Raymond Oliver has been a member of the 
Loy Norrix Drumline since his freshman year, which 
is when he started playing the snare drum. Most 
people want to play the snare drum after they have 
seen the movie “Drumline,” but unlike most people, 
Oliver was inspired by someone else. 


Oliver said, “Elliot Wallace [Loy Norrix Alumni 2007] 
inspired me to play. He was a really good snare 
drummer, and he was smooth at playing it.” 


Oliver’s best memory of playing in the LN Drumline 
is playing at the basketball games and pep rallies. 


“It is always crazy and there is always a lot of energy 
from the crowd,” said Oliver. 


His worst memory is when he dropped his sticks 
during a performance in his freshman year. He 
picked up his sticks and kept on playing.


Oliver is not sure about college or his drumming 
career but said, “I will see where it will take me 
beyond high school.”


Senior Catrina Brooks has been singing since 
she was five. She has sang in the community for 
around six years and has also been in numerous 
choirs such as Martin Luther King Jr. Choir, 
Kalamazoo Community Choir, Auxiliary In Ministries 
Choir. Brook’s biggest influence in music is her 
grandfather, Lavern Smith Sr. 


Brooks said, “He taught me to work hard and to 
do my best. He also taught me not to let problems 
appear on my face while singing.”


Brooks’  said her best memory has been, 
“Performing at the civic with the professional 
vocalists who were all great.”


Brooks said her worst memory was when her wig 
was pulled off. Though embarrasing, she thought 
the whole incident was funny.


Brooks said, “I plan to pursue a musical theatre 
degree at WMU and hopefully pursue [a career in 
music] further on Broadway.” 


Brooks’ future looks very bright and she is definetly 
on the right path. She is currently working on 
the music for our Christmas concert which is on 
December 18th. Brooks said,”It will be awesome, 


 G-WAGON


LOY NORRIX TOP 10


	 Next time you go flying 
by a red BMW on the road 
thinking you’re sweet, you 
may want to think twice. 
That BMW might belong 
to Ron Burch, Loy Norrix’s 
resident “robot” dance 
champion and English 
teacher.
	 Ron Burch owns a 
bright red, 2003 BMW 
325i. The car has a 5-speed 
manual transmission and 
would be considered a real 
babe magnet. Despite the 
statistics that show how red 
cars are more likely to get 
pulled over, Burch maintains 
an almost flawless driving 
record, receiving his first 
ticket in his beamer last year.
	 When Burch bought his 
car, it wasn’t what he was 
expecting to get. He went to 
the dealership planning on 
purchasing a Volkswagen 
Passat but after test-driving 
the 325i, his mind was made 
up. He says that he has never 
regretted his decision and 
that he absolutely loves his 


	 We’ve all seen some 
of those cars on the road 
that you look at, and try to 
get away from as soon as 
you can because it doesn’t 
seem safe to be anywhere 
near them. English teacher 
Tisha Pankop drives one of 
those. Her 1995 Chevrolet 
Cavalier is well on it’s way 
to becoming a “condition 5” 
car, also known as a parts car.
	 Bought brand new, 
Pankop absolutely LOVES 
her car, often calling it her 
“Cavvy,” as opposed to the 
more common “Caddy.” 
When she bought the car, 
it had state-of-the-art AIR 
CONDITIONING and 
working windshield wipers, 
at this point, the 12 year old 
Chevy is not quite so up to 
date. 
	 The AC went out on the 
car 3 years ago, but when 
Pankop went to fix it, she 
found out that fixing the AC 
would cost $300, half of what 
the entire car was actually 
worth! For this reason she 
has been driving for 3 years, 
without the convenience of 
air conditioning.
	 Some features of the 
car are customized mirrors, 
which wobble while driving, 


       In 2007, there were many hits and 
misses. Motion City Soundtrack and Lil 
Wayne had much success from mainstream 
and mixtapes.  We have seen comebacks from 
Britney Spears, and Spice Girls.  Some bands 
that have disbanded this year are Audioslave 
and Matchbook Romance. Gym Class 
Heroes made it big with their song “Cupids 
Chokehold.” New comers such as 


Top 10 Artists:
1.	 Lil Wayne
2.	 Soulja Boy
3.	 Pretty Ricky
4.	 Plies
5.	 Alicia Keys
6.	 Keyshia Cole
7.	 My Chemical Romance
8.	 Chris Brown
9.	 Kanye West
10.	 T.I.


Top 10 Songs:
1.	 Soulja Boy “Crank That”
2.	 Alicia Keys “No One”
3.	 Soulja Boy “Soulja Girl”
4.	 Plies “Shawty”
5.	 Timbaland “Apologize”
6.	 Kanye West “Good Life”
7.	 Kanye West “Stronger”
8.	 Lil Wayne “Pop Bottles
9.	 Lloyd “You”
10.	 Colbie Colliet “Bubbly”


Top 10 Albums:
1.	 Lil Wayne (has had many 	
	 mixed cd’s in 2007 we 	
	 added
	 all of his albums and he 	
	 became number one)
2.	 Chris Brown “Exclusive”
3.	 Pretty Ricky “Late Night 	
	 Special”
4.	 Kanye West “Graduation”
5.	 J. Holiday “Back of my 	
	 Lac”
6.	 Soulja Boy “Soulja Boy”
7.	 Paramore “Roit!”
8.	 Taylor Swift “Taylor Swift”
9.	 T.I “T.I vs. T.I.P”
10.	 Alicia Keys “As I Am”BEN ZYLMAN / KAZOO CIVIC


 HOOPTY


making checking blindspots 
a much more difficult task. 
Also she has a security 
system for the winter that is 
so good, sometimes she can’t 
even get in.
	 Pankop has considered 
putting her car down in style, 
by entering the Cavvy in a 
demolition derby, and living 
her dream of being like Pinky 
Tuscadero, of “Happy Days.”
	 Despite pressure from 
many friends, Pankop is 
determined to hold on to her 
“baby” until the day it dies.
	 “The more my friends 
pressure me to get rid of 


car.
	 “It’s still as smooth and 
tight as the day I got it,” 
stated Burch.
	 At only 36,000 miles, 
Burch plans on keeping his 
car for at least 14 years, 
which is how long he had his 
last car, a VW Golf.
	 While Burch wouldn’t 
divulge just how fast he has 
gone in his red speedster, 
he did mention that the 


ANILASH PANIKULANGARA /  KNIGHT LIFE
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Paramore and Soulja Boy gave music icons a 
run for their money. We have had a few one 
hit wonders such as, Hurricane Chris with 
“Ay Bay Bay”.
       I know it’s been hard deciding on your 
top songs, artist and albums. So thanks to 
everybody who participated  in our survey. 
Here are your results...


“I will always keep playing.” 
		      -Kelsey Klug


“It is always crazy and 
there is always a lot of 
energy from the crowd, ” 


	           -Raymond Oliver


“He [my grandfather] taught me to 
work hard and to do my best. He also 
taught me not to let problems appear 


on my face while singing.” 
	           -Catrina Brooks


DAEDAL DERKS /  KNIGHTLIFE


DAEDAL DERKS /  KNIGHTLIFE


Rachel Stuut & Angelo Murray
Copy Editor & Photo Editor


Daedal Derks
Staff Editor


Daedal Derks
Staff Editor


my car, the more I want to 
hold onto it until it reaches 
‘classic’ status,” stated 
Pankop.
	 So if you ever see Ms. 
Pankop crawling into the 
trunk of a “Hawaiian Orchid” 
(also known as purple) 
Cavalier, don’t call the cops, 
and don’t worry, she’s merely 
bypassing her top of the line 
security system. 


state-of-the-art AIR CONDITIONING 


Ms. Pankop exemplifies how her state-of-the-art security systems 
keeps her out of her car.


speedometer goes up to 155, 
and he’s “confident” that it’ll 
do it.
	 Oh and one last 
thought… that ticket he got, 
it wasn’t a good old speeding 
ticket, no, it was for not 
coming to a complete stop 
in his neighborhood. Very 
MACHO if you ask me.


Mr. Burch chillin’ on top of his 2003 BMW 325i.


Red Speedster, Real Babe Magnet
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	 As touch screens and cell 
phones take over the technical 
market, it only seems natural that 
the two would eventually combine 
and create what we now know as a 
“smartphone.”
	 Smartphones allow access 
to email, internet, music, news, 
weather, instant messaging and 
maps. Quite impressive for such 
small handheld devices.
	 Window’s HTC Touch 
(formally known as the “Elf”) is a 
lesser known smartphone, at least 
to Americans. It was released in 
Europe early this summer, but did 
not hit U.S. stores until November 
4th. Even then, the HTC Touch is 
on the downlow, drowned under 
the noisy hype about the iPhone. Its 
availability in stores (or rather, lack 
there of) has not helped the Touch’s 
publicity either. The HTC Touch is 
only sold in Sprint stores. It is not 
at Best Buy or Circuit City, two of 
the largest technological stores in 
the U.S., and it is not sold in any 
other cell phone stores, whereas the 
iPhone is much easier to find spread 
throughout the numerous Cingular 
and Apple stores.
	 The HTC Touch’s main 
attractions are its TouchFlow 
hardware, it runs Windows Mobile 
6.0 (an operating system that has 
the main components for many 
home computers) and is compatible 
with the Bluetooth headset.
	 TouchFlow is what makes the 
touchscreen work. It makes the 
screen sensitive to touch by both 
stylus and finger. However, you 
would be better off using your 
fingers to navigate through the 
menus. The stylus does not always 
apply enough pressure to activate a 
response from the Touch.  However, 
the TouchFlow capabilities do not 
work on the HTC Touch when it 
is in LandScape mode, where the 


is easy to navigate 
through and there are 
no lists of submenus 
to go through to get to 
the program you are 
looking for.
	 The HTC Touch 
really is pocket sized 
at 4”x 2.4”x .6”. 
Smaller than the 
iPhone. Regular 
price is around 
$500, but it can 
be found online for 
around $250 with ease, 
making it less 
expensive than the 
iPhone at $400.
	 The battery 
life is something 
of importance when it 
comes to mobile 
gadgets, and the 
Touch ranges 
about average with 
its maximum talk 
time of 4 hours, half the 
time of the iPhone’s 8 hours. 
The Touch has a 512 mega byte 
removable memory card,  but that’s 
nothing in comparison the the 8 
gigabytes of the iPhone.
	 The video capabilites on 
the Touch are average. They are 
not exceedingly grandeur, but 
they aren’t bad. Compared to the 
iPhone’s decent quality, they are on 
par.
	 The average consumer looking 
for a smartphone will look for the 
prettiest packaging they can find, 
and while the HTC Touch does fill 
that category nicely, with its sleek 
rectangular shape and subtle but 
attractive coloration, the iPhone still 
has it beat by a long shot.
	 The HTC Touch has a slot on 
its side to insert an SIM card ( a 
card that allows a user to switch 
phones, but still have the same 
service) and a microSD card (a 
memory card), but it’s almost 
impossible to open, which defeats 
the purpose of having the slots on 


HTC Touch: Window’s Answer 
to the iPhone


Renee Macdonald
Layout Editor We’ve no 


doubt grown 
accustomed 
to the classic 
superhero 
vs. super 
villain story 
seen in many 
comics. 
But exactly 
how does 
this battle 


appear to one 
of the many civilians caught in 
the middle of the action? What 
significance might this battle 
hold to one of the super villainís 
many henchmen? Or even an 
undercover agent for an alien 
race who has been monitoring 
super powered battles as way to 
scout for any potential threats 
to his races upcoming invasion 
of earth? 
	 This is where the stories 
in “Astro City” begin, by 
presenting a collection of 
stories from the perspectives 
of residents (be they super 
powered or not) of the large 
city, where superheroes are 
just part of the daily life. The 
interesting premise is backed 
up by an excellent attention 
to detail and scale from 
writer Kurt Busiek, creative 
consultant and cover artist Alex 
Ross, and interior artist Brent 
Anderson. All three men work 
to create a world that seems 
real while at the same time 
manages to retain the sci-fi 
and fantasy elements present 
in most superhero comics. 
Astro City really feels like a 
living breathing city, with its 
own history, neighborhoods, 
businesses, and residents. Great 
attention is also given to its 
superheroes and villains who 
are multi-dimensional in their 
characterization regardless of 
how big their role might be in a 
particular story.
	 “Astro City: Life in the Big 
City” is a collection of the first 
volume in the series and serves 
as a great introduction to the 
series. It is supplemented 
with a cover art and concept 
sketch gallery, as well as an 
introduction by writer Kurt 
Busiek. All of which is lain out 
in a unique way that pertains to 
the mood of the stories.


Quick Picks


view is stretched horizontally, and 
not the normal vertical view.
	 Smartphones are expected to 
have a minimal number of buttons 
and to be mostly touch-based. The 
HTC Touch accomplishes this goal 
very well with only a start call, 
end call, and five way directonal 
button on its surface. This keeps the 
interface simple, and easy to work 
with.
	 Of course, this means typing 
and dialing are all done on the 
Touch’s touch screen, which poses 
a problem when typing. The buttons 
to press are too small, and you are  
forced to use the provided stylus 
on the keyboard. It’s a hassle, and 
difficult to manuver around. This 
is the biggest problem with the 
HTC Touch, especially when its 
competitor, the iPhone, has pretty 
much perfect button sizes that are 
easy to handle. 
	 The Touch’s keyboard problem 
makes it difficult to send emails, 
chats and anything else that needs 
to be typed. The HTC Touch is not 
recommended for anyone who is a 
heavy email or text user, as you’d 
only be frustrated and want to 
throw it out a window.
	 The phone capabilities of the 
HTC Touch are average, there’s 
minimal hissing and interference. 
The speaker phone quality is very 
poor, and not worth the trouble. For 
best sound quality, use headphones. 
There are a set of headphones 
included in the packaging with the 
HTC Touch.
	 Of course, no smartphone 
would be complete without a 
camera. The HTC Touch has a two 
mega pixel camera, and although 
there are no flash capabilities, there 
is a zoom option. The pictures turn 
out decently, it’s not a high quality 
digital camera, but for quick shots 
here and there it is pretty good. 
The Touch has a 240 x 320 pixel 
resolution.
	 The interface on the HTC 
Touch is rather compelling, it 


the side of the device.
	 Still, the greatest pull the 
HTC Touch has is its TouchFlow 
technology, but while it is rather 
compelling, it is still not enough 
to compete with the iPhone’s more 
put-together features.  
	 The Touch is a solid phone, 
especially when considering 
the worst you have to deal with 
is a small keyboard. Windows 
still cannot expect to outsell the 
iPhone, which is a better phone 
with features like a light sensor, 
proximity sensor, and an orientation 
sensor, along with google maps, 
and a youtube icon. The iPhone 
has more going for it than the HTC 
Touch. Even though the Touch 
is a solid phone, the iPhone has 
more sugar in its cookie. The HTC 
Touch’s tantalizing TouchFlow 
capabilities only earn it three out of 
five


Andrew Chapman
Comics Editor


Book: 
“Astro City: Life in the Big City”


An American import of 
the Japanese game show 
“Sasukeí” “Ninja Warrior” pits 
contestants against a four 
stage obstacle course that put 
their strength and balance to 
the test. Passing even the first 
stage of the obstacle course 
is no walk in the park as the 
obstacles require a great deal 
of skill. Obstacles such as 
Stage 1ís “Jump Hang” (where 
competitors must jump on a 
trampoline and immediately 
latch on to a net) and “Warped 
Wall” (where competitors 
must run up and climb over 
a curved wall), and Stages 
3ís “Globe Grab” (in which 
competitors must cross by 
only holding on to sphere-
shaped grips); keep the 
tension high and demonstrate 
the skill needed to pass the 
competition.
	 To succeed you need to 
be in extraordinary physical 
condition, have quick reflexes 
and an ability to perform 
under intense conditions. 
The obstacles change each 
competition, making the 
obstacle course quite difficult 
to strategize. Many of the 
showís all-stars train all year 
to participate in the biannual 
competition and out of the 
eight years the show has run, 
only a handful of people have 
made it to the final stage with 
two actually completing all 
four stages.
	 The program showcases 
the best and most memorable 
attempts at the obstacle 
course, from the unique 
competitors and characters 
to the intensity of the final 
stages. “Ninja Warrior” will 
definitely give you a great 
balance of drama, suspense, 
and comedy.


Television:
“Ninja Warrior”


The HTC 
Touch
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	 All right 
gamers, this 
review is 
weighing in on 
one of the top 
fighting games. 
The Tekken 
series has been 
around since 
the 1990’s, and 
Namco’s release 
of  “Tekken 5” in 
2005 showed that 
they were here 
to stay. “Tekken 
5” has excellent 
graphics; the characters are very life-like and 
the stages are very detailed. Also, with the 
addition of three new characters, Feng Wei, 
Asuka Kazama, and Raven, “Tekken 5” has a 
total of thirty-three characters. Each with tons 
of new moves and awesome combos. Unlike 
many other fighting games “Tekken 5” has a 
really smooth game play.
      The storyline picks up right after the 
King of Iron Fist Tournament 4. After the 
tournament, an intense battle between Jin 
Kazama and his father Kazuya Mishima 
takes place at Honamaru in the Mishima 
Headquarters. Jin is controlled by the devil-


gene, which he inherited from Kazuya and 
is now filled with anger.  Jin emerges as 
the victor and then fights his grandfather, 
Heihachi Mishima. 
	 After he defeats Heihachi, he leaves 
both of them at Honamaru. Jin spreads his 
wings and flies off into sky (those who played 
“Tekken 4” probably remember that this is 
the scene in the end movie). Then the opening 
movie in the “Tekken 5” picks up from this 
scene.
      Remember to look out for “Tekken 6” 
which is scheduled to release in 2008 in the 
U.S.


 ‘Tekken 5’ has excellent 
graphics; the characters are 
very life-like and the stages 


are very detailed.


      Angelo’s Italian Eatery, located right 
next to the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek Airport, 
is a delicious and cozy Italian restaurant 
serving a variety of food including grinders, 
pizza, calzones, salads, pasta, nachos, wraps, 
appetizers, and homemade desserts.  Set up in 
a fast food restaurtant style, food is ordered at 
a counter where it is then prepared and served 
directly to your table in a short amount of 
time, nearly five to ten minutes.  Beverages 
are self-serve.
	 Known for their grinders and pizza, 
Angelo’s offers an extensive menu for these 
two items.  Angelo’s menu contains a list of 
twenty-four grinders, all $5.45 for a half and 
$8.75 for a whole.  
	 The pizza at Angelo’s comes with a 
choice between alfredo and traditional pizza 
sauce, and garlic or sesame seed crust.  The 


	 “Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion,” the fourth 
in a line of great games. Developed by 
Bethesda Game Studios and produced by 2K 
Games and Bethesda Softworks. “Oblivion” 
was released on March 21st, 2006 for the 
Xbox 360 and the PC. For those who have 
played or seen this game they know that the 
land of Cyrodiil is truly a marvelous world. 
	 The game has since received two 
expansion packs, just adding to the huge 
world of Cyrodiil. The graphics of the 
game alone are amazing, but upon entering 
the world of Cyrodiil gamers may feel 
overwhelmed. The area to cover is immense, 
and would take hours to get from place to 
place if it was not for the games “fast travel” 
ability. It works very simply, all you have to 
do is go to your menu, find the map, and click 
a city or significant spot to travel to, and all it 
takes is about a minute of loading  and you’re 
there. 
	 There are well over a hundred different 
weapons and armor and probably about 
50 different monsters. The main quest 
itself probably has about 30 missions, but 
throughout the whole game there are hundreds 
of quest that you can choose to do or not. The 
beauty of this game is choice. There is just so 
much stuff it is mind blowing. I myself have 
only played a little bit of this game, and have 
been too overwhelmed to continue. 
	 Loy Norrix’s very own Patrick Rogers 


is a 


long time devout. He has been playing this 
game on and off since it came out and has 
beaten the game several times over, knowing 
almost all there is to know and owning all 
expansions. Along with a level 47 character, 
reaching this high a level is extremely hard to 
achieve. He claims that “It’s so good I would 
play until my head exploded!” 
	 This game has received many great 
scores from game sites, such as its 94% from 
Game Rankings. “Oblivion” is a great game, 
and everyone who owns an Xbox 360, PS3, or 
a good PC should at least check it out.


cost for cheese pizza is reasonable, a small 
being only $4.39, a medium pizza at $8.79, 
and a large pizza at only $10.99, with the 
prices for toppings to add to the pizza varying 
based on the pizza size.  
Three individual meals came to a total of 
$22.50, a small price to pay for delicious 
food in large portions.  My company ordered 
the fettucine alfredo ($6.79) and a pepperoni 
and ham calzone ($6.49) respectively, while I 
ordered half of a turkey grinder ($5.45).  The 
grinders did not come with a choice of bread, 
so I had to settle for white bread instead of 
wheat which I prefer.  After ordering our food 
and beverages, we helped ourselves to their 
self-serve soda machine and sat down. 
	 The restaurant was adorned in pictures of 
Italian foods and cooks, housing only sixteen 
tables in the entire eatery.  Thankfully the 
restaurant was not at all busy which made for 
finding a comfortable booth a simple task.  
The scent of Angelo’s homemade dough 


Angelo’s is located at 5401 Portage Road across from the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek Airport, 
conveniently located close to Loy Norrix High School.


Kristen Wehling
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Maybe They do Have a Point
Book Review


Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


	 At Loy Norrix, we are lucky to have a 
comprehensive sex education curriculum. 
We also have a teacher who is passionate 
about teaching several different types of 
birth control, abstinence included. However, 
what if Chris Andrews, Health teacher at Loy 
Norrix, was forced to teach a curriculum in 
which only abstinence was promoted? 
	 In Tom Perrotta’s thought provoking 
novel “The Abstinence Teacher,” the debate 
over sex-education is expressed in a manner 
that makes both fundamentalist Christians 
and far left-wingers think “Huh… they do 
have a good point.”
	 In the novel, Ruth Ramsey, Health 
teacher at Stonewood Heights High School 
believes that “Pleasure is good, shame is 
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bad, and knowledge is power.” However, 
when a slip of her tongue during class results 
in the removal of her much beloved tell-
all curriculum, Ruth is forced to teach an 
abstinence only program. As Ruth’s town 
slowly becomes powered more and more 
by the Evangelical Christian Church “The 
Tabernacle,” she becomes less and less 
tolerant of the Church’s power. 
	 When JoAnn, the “Virgin Consultant” 
takes over Ruth’s school, by changing the 
curriculum and spreading horror stories of 
death by sex, there is nothing Ruth can do but 
stand by idly. However, when her daughter’s 
born-again soccer coach Tim leads prayer on 
the field, Ruth can take no more and attempts 
to take action. Her efforts come to slow halt 
when she meets Tim as a person, and as a 
40-something divorcee, she sees him in a new 
light.


        While Perrotta offers convincing 
arguments for both sides of the 
argument, it is easy to see on which 
side of the fence his loyalties lie. 
He does, however, allow the reader 
to identify with both characters by 
applying both lovable and not-so-
lovable characteristics to each. Also, 
he employs an entertaining story line 
so as to not bore the reader with his 
arguments. The result of Perrotta’s 
efforts is a novel that entertains, is 
funny at times and has a powerful 
theme. 
	     Another slight flaw in the style of 
Perrotta’s novel is the way the book 
is split up. The point-of-view changes 
with each chapter, but only half of 
the time. This makes for a bit of 
confusion, but doesn’t take away from 
the power of the book.
	     Perrotta delivers a book that will 
make all sides of the political and 
religious spectrum question their own 
positions about sexuality, religion 
and open-mindedness.  By delivering 
such powerful themes packaged as 
an entertaining novel, Perrotta leaves 
the reader wild about his writing and 
wanting more.


Angelo’s Serves Large Portions at a Small Price
lingered in the air, making us hungier by the 
minute.  Music played over the loud speakers 
from a local radio station known for playing 
soothing music, a nice addition to a peaceful 
meal.
	 A cook in very casual wear delivered 
our meals to us, surprisingly laid out on 
styrofoam plates.  No silverware was 
included since plastic silverware was 
displayed right by the soda machine, along 
with a napkin dispensor and lids for the 
styrofoam beverage cups.  Needless to say, 
the meal was very casual, but worth it.
The half of a turkey grinder appeared more 
like a whole, which seemed to measure 
eight inches in size and was packed full of 
meat and lettuce.  Though it was slightly 
disappointing eating the grinder on white 
bread, it was delicious nonetheless.  My 
family reported that their dinners were 
equally delicious and even split the fettucine 
alfredo and calzone because upon ordering 


they could not decide what to get.  The 
fettucine alfredo and calzone came in large 
portions as well, adding to the great value 
of the meal and contributing to the massive 
amount of leftovers in our refrigerator. 
	 Angelo’s Italian Eatery is a deliciously 
aromatic and quaint little establishment 
that has a wide variety of food to choose 
from, served in large portions making the 
money spent on the food a wise investment.  
Though the meals were served on very casual 
dinnerware, the food was excellent and quite 
filling.  Angelo’s is known for “The BEST 
Grinders and Pizza.”  Since I have tried the 
grinders, next time I will have to try the pizza 
to confirm that their statement is correct.          


$5.45 Half of a 
Turkey Grinder 


$6.49 Ham 
and Pepperoni 
Calzone


Angelo’s Italian Eatery
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This is Music: 
No Wave
	 New York City has been known 
for churning out characters that 
are all their own and absolutely 
alternative to the latest trends; Lou 
Reed, Andy Warhol, Patti Smith, 
and many more have gone from a 
junkie stature to a Jesus status, fame 
wise. There is one group, though, 
that goes unnoticed. This is a group 
for the age of nihilism, the age 
of secular rejection, the age circa 
1980. These are the No Wavers.
	 No Wave was an art scene in 
New York City, centering around 
Greenwich Village. The art spanned 
from film to canvas to club scenes 
to sound waves. And the artists? 
They were the creeps your punk 
friend always told you about, the 
folks that would go up to the mic 
during a poetry slam and scream 
their stanzas, the players who 
regularly used dry ice during their 
band’s performance, the hepcats 
that New Wavers were scared of.
	 Ironically enough, this 
obscurity was the point of it all. No 
Wave was the true artists’ response 
to the mainstream faux-art that 
was Boy George and Duran Duran 
(no disrespect to the artists). They 
didn’t blindly follow the spotlight 
role model of the month. They 
dissolved the idea of idolization. 
Instead of over-proceced trash-
pop, the music was broken-down, 
experimental, and raw.  It blended 
its punk rock roots with avant-garde 
stage performances and jazz-fusion 
undertones.
	 The driving force behind the 
whole scene was a young girl by the 
stage name of Lydia Lunch. Born 
Lydia Koch in 1959, Lunch moved 
to New York City in her mid-teens, 
rooming with some abstract artists. 
She started her first band, Teenage 
Jesus and the Jerks after befriending 
local legends and “godfathers of 
punk,” Suicide.
	 Lunch collaborated with her 
good friend and artistic companion 
James Chance, who later left the 
band over an unknown conflict 
about the band’s direction. Their 
songs were oftentimes 30 second 
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	 The red background of the 
stage at Kraftbrau Brewery was, 
as always, lit with stage lights 
as well as white holiday lights. 
On November 23, the only thing 
different about Kraftbrau Brewery 
was the number of people who had 
shown up to see one of the last 
concerts to ever be performed at 
the venue. This show was not the 
final concert that would be held at 
Kraftbrau, this night however was 
the last time that the the headliners, 
The Glowfriends, would ever play 
at Kraftbrau. 
	 After almost nine years of 
playing at Kraftbrau, this was their 
final goodbye to Kraftbrau Brewery, 
and the building was packed full 
of people there to see a show at 
Kraftbrau one last time before it 
closed.
	 Though the performance 
got off to a late start, the band In 
Civilian Clothing was worth the 
wait. The mellow tones of the 
band were a smooth way to start 
out the evening despite some 
technical difficulties resulting in 
some pauses between songs. Every 
member of the band plays at least 
two instruments which leads to 
a wide variety of elements that 
go into their music. Some of the 
instruments that this band from 
Detroit uses include, but are not 
limited to, the trumpet, keyboard 
and an xylophone. Unfortunately, 
In Civilian Clothing’s set was short, 
and when it was over they quickly 
dismantled and made way for the 
next band. 
	 The second band to perform 
was Mue Sephei from Traverse 
City, Michigan. During the 
majority of their set they had 
three guitars playing, and yet it 
was not cluttered as guitar heavy 
bands tend to sound. Mue Sephei’s 
music involves acoustic elements 
on top of the distortion of electric 
guitar in a way that sounds new. 
The band seems to be well versed 
in the balance of sounds as no 
instrument overpowered any of 
the others. Even the vocals were 
powerful enough to be heard over 
the bass, drums and guitars. Mue 
Sephei must have been loud; 
they drowned out the sounds of a 
train passing right by Kraftbrau. 


Local Bands Say Goodbye to Old Venue


bursts of ultra-fast-paced punk-
sounding noise rock. Lunch refused 
to be called punk, though, as she 
considers punk rock to be ultra-fast 
Chuck Berry-type music and not 
worth anyone’s time.
	 Teenage Jesus and the Jerks 
became known for their ten-minute 
live sets, sometimes extending to 20 
minutes if they played a few select 
songs that exceeded 2 minutes 
in length. The gained the most 
recognition, though, from their 
maniacally fast playing and Lunch’s 
wailing vocals, quite often making 
the people attending the show 
uncomfortable. That was okay, 
though. The Jerks weren’t after 
beauty and comfort, they were after 
art and truth.
	 After breaking off from the 
Jerks, Chance went on to create 
the renowned No Wave group 
James Chance and the Contortions. 
He spent the rest of his musical 
days hopping from band to 
band, focusing mainly on his 
beloved saxophone. The sax is a 
generally popular instrument in 
No Wave, considering its roots in 
counterculture art through the years, 
since the jazz days of the swinging 
20s.
	 No Wave isn’t all underground, 
though. Popular acts of the late 
80s and 90s took influence from it, 
and even produced some of their 
own No Wave music. Recognizable 
acts such as Nina Hagen, Sonic 
Youth, Boredoms, and Swans all 
take the artsy, destructive sound 
and ideologies of No Wave into 
their sound, each of which is 
different.  Swans and Boredoms 
are each noise rock groups, while 
Sonic Youth is more punk oriented 
and Nina Hagen is just plain avant 
garde.
	 The scene, art, film, and 
especially music was a major 
contributor to the way media is 
perceived today. No Wave went 
beyond the Chuck Berry and into 
the artistic void. They weren’t 
about causing anarchy or havoc, 
they were about destroying your 
idols and opening your mind to the 
obscure and abstract.


Albums To Check Out:


“Everything” by Teenage 
Jesus and the Jerks


“NY No Wave”  
Compilation


DNA & DNA by DNA “78+” by Mars


“Buy” by James Chance 
and the Contortions


“Suicide” by Suicide


“No New York” Compilation “Goo”  by Sonic Youth


The extraordinary thing, though, 
was that they didn’t seem loud. 
Their music was not heavy and 
overbearing as louder bands usually 
are. Whether this  was due to the 
Mue Sephei’s music style or the 
acoustics of Kraftbrau, the world 
may never know but Mue Sephei is 
definitely worth seeing again if they 
return to Kalamazoo.
	 When The Flower Beds took 
the stage they looked like a typical 
band because they have four 
members including a drummer, 
a guitarist/singer, a bassist and a 
singer who also plays tambourine. 
This band turned out to be more 
than just typical however. Their 
energy was contagious and by the 
time their set was over, almost 
everyone in the audience was 
dancing. The vocals of The Flower 
Beds are layered with two singers. 
Samantha Sybeldon, the female 
singer, has a quiet to loud vocal 
styling that is paired with the lower 
voice of the guitarist. The bass and 
beat worked to ground the guitar 
and vocals and it all came together 
smoothly.
	 The Flower Beds came all 
the way from Chicago to play 
at Kraftbrau. The guitarist had 
an amazing looking guitar, and 
with the help of around eight 
effect peddles, he created a jangly 
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sounding guitar with heavy 
distortion. Sybeldon was energetic 
and the band seemed happy to be 
there.
	 The Glowfriends, from 
Kalamazoo, started playing at 
Kraftbrau in 1999. Even though this 
would be their last performance at 
Kraftbrau, the mood was anything 
but sad. April Morris danced 
around on stage with a huge 
smile on her face, and this mood 
traveled through the audience 
quickly. The Glowfriends are 
more acoustic based but recently 
have added electric guitar to their 
stage performance which blends 
seamlessly with the live music as if 
it has always been there. The band 
incorporates a vibraphone which 
is interesting because it is not an 
instrument usually used in most 
bands.
	 Even though Kraftbrau is 
closing, it is good to know that they 
went out with some great bands. 
For those who couldn’t make it to 
the last show, this concert certainly 
was worthy of being someone’s last 
memory of Kraftbrau. Kraftbrau 
Brewery should be remembered that 
way; a packed audience, everyone 
dancing and great bands on stage.
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April Morris and her brother Mark have been playing under the name, The 
Glowfriends since they were teenagers. When their first album, “So Glad to be 
Here” was recorded, April was just 16.


	 Loy Norrix continued the tradition of collecting thousands of cans for the Greater Kalamazoo Area Holiday 
Food Drive this year. The grand total for the school was 6, 188 items of food, which is 690 more items than 
collected last year, and only 1,141 items away from LN’s all time total in 1998. 
	 Students from Mrs. May’s and Mrs. Reid’s Government class worked hard during the two weeks of the food 
drive picking up items from classrooms, sorting through the food, and counting the number of items. LN has a 
history of collecting so much food that the truck to collect food from the school comes a day before it picks up 
food from other area schools to collect food from LN. 
	 The hard work of all the students at LN who participated in the food drive this year paid off, filling almost a 
whole truck with food just from our school. Then on Friday, December 14th at the Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds, 
the entire Loy Norrix men’s varsity basketball team could be seen helping to sort the food, as well as many other 
students from Loy Norrix and other area schools and many people from the community. Overall the food drive of 
2007 was a huge success. 


Norrix Collects Thousands of 
Items for Holiday Food Drive


Top Ten Classes
1.Pankop - 1,308
2.Allen - 924
3.Stevens - 767
4.Lyons - 714
5.Holmes - 508
6.Andrews - 311
7.Reid / May - 196
8.Washington & Weeks - 131
9.Moore - 110
10.Rockey - 108


LN Total 
Can Count


6,188
Senior Tiffany Rich helps sort 
food for the food drive. 
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	 Q:	  Where do you enjoy 	 	
	 	 shopping at the most?


	 A:	  “Aeropostale, Hollister, 	 	
	 	 Wet Seal, and Rue 21.” 


	 Q: 	 Who or what influences 	 	
	 	 your sense of style?


	 A: 	 “Whatever I personally 	 	
	 	 like or think is cute.”


	 Q: 	 Do you consider your 	 	
	 	 “look” unique?


	 A: 	 “Sometimes. Sometimes I 		
	 	 think it is just like 
	 	 everyone else.”


Jasmine Brown
10th Grade


	 Q:	 Where do you enjoy 	 	
	 	 shopping at the most?


	 A: 	 “Burlington, and out of 	 	
	 	 town stores.”


	 Q: 	 Who or what influences 	 	
	 	 your sense of style?


	 A: 	 “I like to be myself; 	 	
	 	 nobody influences it.”


	 Q:	 Do you consider your 	 	
	 	 “look” unique?


	 A: 	 “Yes.”


Darnell Dobins
11th Grade


	 Q: 	 Where do you enjoy 	 	
	 	 shopping at the most?


	 A:	  “Deliahs, anywhere that is 	
	 	 different.”


	 Q: 	 Who or what influences 	 	
	 	 your sense of style?


	 A: 	 “The way I live, I shop at 	 	
	 	 a lot of second hand 	 	
      	 	 stores, I am very earth
	 	 conscious.”


	 Q:	 Do you consider  your 	 	
	 	 “look”  unique?


	 A: 	 “I wear what I feel, which 
	 	 is myself, which makes me	
	 	  unique.”


Courtney Dodge 
11th Grade


	 Q: 	 Where do you enjoy 	 	
	 	 shopping at the most?


	 A: 	 “Wet Seal, T.J. Max, my 	 	
	 	 mom’s closet, and Polly 	 	
	 	 and Esther’s.”


	 Q: 	 Who or what influences 	 	
	 	 your sense of style?


	 A: 	 “My mom, and 	 	 	
	 	 magazines.”


	 Q:	 Do you consider your 	 	
	 	 “look” unique?


	 A: 	 “I do because it is me.  I 	 	
	 	 dress myself.  I wear what 		
	 	 I want to wear.”


Abby Goodwin
10th Grade


Katie Wehling
Guest Writer


A Walk Through the Kalamazoo MallDoes Norrix 
Have Style?


Morrison Jewelers
	
Morrison Jewelers has a wide 
range of fairly priced merchandise 
like sterling silver, platinum, gold 
and yellow gold jewelry. 


Start


Tempted


Tempted is a high 
fashion clothing, shoe, 
and  make-up shop. 
Some people may 
consider this shop 
pricey, but not all of 
the products are.  


Acorn 


Acorn is a clothing and 
accessory store with moderately 
priced, mature and classy 
merchandise.


Platay Oro


Platay Oro is a jewelry store with 
silver, gold, eclectic and other 
types of jewelry. Some jewelry is 
priced at just five dollars. 


V & A Bootery


V & A Bootery is a shoe store 
with many different types of 
shoes, such as Crocs. They also 
carry socks and purses.


Carver Gallery


Carver Gallery is a gallery shop 
containing local art like glass and 
ceramics, photos and paintings. 
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Mall Plaza
The Mall Plaza is 
a great place to 
duck into to warm 
up.  While you’re 
there, check out 
Amy Zane’s House, 
an artsy fashion 
shop, and Van 
Sweden Jewelers, an 
independent, family-
owned jewelry shop.


Natures Connections
 	
This is the store connected to the 
Epic Center. It’s the perfect place 
to come shop for your family. They 
have a various array of products 
like stuffed animals and soap and 
even musical instruments.


Oggi


Oggi’s is a cool little store. Their 
products vary from magnets, 
food and drink mix, soaps and 
lotions, little figurines, jewelry 
and more. They have a friendly 
staff and affordable prices.
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	 Between 12:50 and 2:20 a 
voice belonging to Stacy Ampey, 
a security guard on staff at Loy 
Norrix can be heard telling 
students to go to class. Ampey 
started working at LN in 2003.  
Ampey hasn’t always lived in 
Kalamazoo, 
	 “I was a Public Safety Officer 
at Grand Valley State, when my 
husband was hired in Kalamazoo 
County we moved to Paw Paw,” 
said Ampey.
	 Born and raised in 
Hudsonville Michigan, Ampey 
graduated from Unity Christian 
High School in 1986.  She and 
her best friend were well known 
throughout the school.
	 Ampey was a good kid with 
a B-C average. “I went to parties, 
but I didn’t Par-Tay, I didn’t want 
to disappoint my parents,” said 
Ampey.
	 She was involved in programs 
like band, where she played the 
clarinet and the bass clarinet.  
Ampey was on the softball team 
where she played left field.  
Ampey was also involved in 
drama, her debut was a play called 


“Flowers for Algernon” playing 
Gina, a baker.
 	 Ampey had one boyfriend 
throughout high school, which she 
regrets. 
	 “I missed out on the 
opportunity of meeting a lot of 
great guys,” said Ampey.
	 This year during first block 
she patrols the hallways, during 
second block she supervises  hall 
sweep, during third block she 
monitors the lunchroom and she 
is in the tower for fourth block. 
She likes working at LN because 
the students are smart and cool 
to talk to; she also thinks they’re 
funny.  The thing Ampey doesn’t 
like about LN is that it gets loud, 
especially after lunch.
	  Ampey plans on working 
at LN until her youngest kid 
graduates then Ampey is going to 
get a horse and travel the world.  
Ampey wants to be a master 
gardener and spoil her future 
grandkids rotten.
	 Ampey loves the country, 
“I’m truly a country girl.  I love 
to be outside.” She also loves 
to garden, go boating on Lake 
Michigan, and spend time with her 
family.


Feature a Staff Member:


Winter Formal


Chrissy Minar
Beat Editor


A Walk Through the Kalamazoo Mall


Terrapin
	
Terrapin is a nice quiet 
multicultural shop that smells 
of various incense. Some of 
their products include candles, 
incense, oils, clothing, jewelry, 
bags, musical instruments and 
more.


ANGELO MURRAY / KNIGHT LIFE


Ashley Davis gets her groove on, Saturday night at the 
Loy Norrix winter formal, “A Wintery Knight.”


The class of ‘09 spent around $2,000 and 50 hours of 
their time decorating the school for the formal.


C’s Perfect Tie Clothing & 
Accessories
 
C’s is a formal or business clothing 
and accessories store.  They also have 
old school hats and suits.


Invitations by Design


Invitations by Design is a gift 
and party store.  They have 
a wide range of decorations 
and table settings invitations 
and many other products for 
parties.


Petals and 
Postings


The shop 
Petals and 
Postings has a 
wide variety of 
merchandise 
like cards, 
house decor, 
coffee mugs, quills and more. 


Gazelle Sports


Gazelle Sports is a sports product 
store.  They have high quality 
athletic equipment sold at a 
reasonable price.


Carver Gallery


Carver Gallery is a gallery shop 
containing local art like glass and 
ceramics, photos and paintings. 


Finish
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Getting to Know Officer Ampey


After food and decoration costs, the class of ‘09 still 
made a profit of $1,300.


Approximately 335 students came out to attend the 
formal on this very wintery night. The dance had to be 
held an hour earlier due to a winter advisory.


Students enjoyed doing popular dances at the winter 
formal. Even Principal Jeff Boggan joined in. 
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Web Master


Chrissy Minar
Beat Editor


All photos by Madison Kay


Oggi


Oggi’s is a cool little store. Their 
products vary from magnets, 
food and drink mix, soaps and 
lotions, little figurines, jewelry 
and more. They have a friendly 
staff and affordable prices.
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Rudi Giuliani is leading the way with 
a popularity of about 30%, followed 
by scattered numbers among other 
candidates such as John McCain and 
Mitt Romney.


	 The republican candidate Ron 
Paul is making a bit of a splash this 
year.  Paul, a congressman from 
Texas, ran for president back in 
1988.  At the time he was running for 
the libertarian party, which naturally 
did not get a good public response, 
being a third party candidate, or 
a candidate representing a party 
other than that of the democrats or 
republicans.  Now that he is running 
in the republican party his response 
(especially among youth and 
grassroots groups) has skyrocketed.       	
	 Though he changed his party 
affiliation, he has not changed his 
beliefs or standpoints on any topic, 
such as voting at a state level and 
distaste for the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).
	 While public opinion usually 


 	 Reverend Ira Deville Morgan 
Jr. was born on July 18, 1947 in 
Jackson Tennessee to Ira Morgan 
and Alberta Butler, and passed 
away on November 2, 2007 at 
Bronson Hospital. 
	 During his life Reverend 
Morgan was very involved with his 
family and church and dedicated 
15 years of his life to his work as a 
guidance counselor at Loy Norrix 
High School.
	 Ira D. Morgan Jr. graduated 
from Merry High School in 
Jackson, Tennessee. He received 
his Bachelor’s Degree from Lane 
College in Jackson, Tennessee 
and earned an advanced degree 
in Counseling from Western 
Michigan University in addition 
to his Masters Degree in Religious 
Education from Grand Rapids 
Theological Seminary. He devoted 
39 years of work to public 
education, 38 of these years in 
the Kalamazoo Public Schools. 
He retired from his career as a 
guidance counselor at Loy Norrix 
at the end of last year. 
	 In his spare time Reverend 
Morgan loved to play golf, 
travel, and watch his children 
and grandchildren participate 
in their many activities. He was 
also a musician, enjoying all kinds 
of music and playing the tuba, 


In Memory of Former Guidance 
Counselor Ira Morgan


organ and piano. Not only did 
he dedicate himself to his family, 
but he was also always looking 
to help others who needed help 
or guidance. He coached many 
youth sports teams such as little 
league, rocket football, and track 
at Milwood Middle School. He was 
also very active at Second Baptist 
Church where he fulfilled the role 
of Associate Minister. 
	 Those who knew him as 
a guidance counselor also 
recognized his dedication to 
helping other people. He served 
as the department head of the 
guidance office for years, where 
he worked to ensure that each 
student had an educational 
development plan. He was very 
organized and did a lot for many 
students concerning scholarships. 
Morgan was also involved with the 
YWCA and in teaching students 
how to protect themselves against 
domestic violence. 
	 Morgan is survived by 
his devoted wife of 38 years, 
Bertha Etolia Hamlett Morgan, 
six brothers, five sisters, two 
daughters, two sons, four 
grandchildren, five brother-in-
laws, a sister-in-law, and a host of 
aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces, 
cousins, colleagues, students, and 
friends.


  “He wanted the best for people, he 
was a very wise man.”


-Freshmen Academy Counselor 
Susan Benton


“Morgan helped people in making decisions that would be 
relevant to their life. He imparted information and helped 
students make decisions that would allow them to be what they 
wanted to be.”


-Physical Education Teacher Ted Duckett


“People will remember him as a caring individual 
who valued education. He believed in giving 


students every opportunity, and he believed that 
every child could learn.”


-Bertha Morgan, wife of 38 years


“He just had a passion and a love for 
working with youth. He liked to help 
young people succeed. He wanted to 
help them to reach their potential to let 
them know they could be successful.”


-Bertha Morgan


  “The way I remember Ira is that he was a 
good example of a father, husband, and a 
grandfather, and an excellent role model. 
He was a minister, a man with very strong 
faith and family values.”


-Business Education Teacher Sue Mills


With the flux of internet 
use in modern times, 
facts, myths, stories, 
and ideas about the 


different political parties 
and individuals are easy 
to access for just about 


everyone.


	 This coming 2008 will be the 
55th quadrennial US presidential 
election, and while voters are 
usually presented with the typical 
Blue Left-Winger against the typical 
Red Right-Winger, there are front-
running candidates with views, 
tactics, and personal qualities not 
often given mention in popular 
media. Media, though, is changing, 
giving new ways to research each 
candidate’s stance on different 
issues. 
	 With the flux of internet use in 
modern times, facts, myths, stories, 
and ideas about the different political 
parties and individuals are easy 
to access for just about everyone.  
Between the plethora of news 
websites (each with a separate bias), 
blogs, and discussion forums, not a 
single candidate goes unchecked.
	 Even with all of this 
information so widely available, 
the poll results thus far have been 
rather surprising.  Barack Obama, 
though the democratic candidate 
of choice for much of America’s 
youth, is falling 15% behind Hillary 
Clinton. This could be attributed to 
the polls being aimed at the older 
population of the US via magazines 
such as “Newsweek,” which still 
has nostalgia for the days of former 
president Bill Clinton.  Hillary 
Clinton currently reigns with 39% 
popularity.
	 On the republican table there is 
a bit more variety to the popularity 
polls.  Former New York City mayor 


2008 Presidential Election Brings Odd Cast of Characters
sways in one political direction or 
another, there has been a consensus 
among some that does not hold loyal 
to one political affiliation or another. 
Much discussion around internet 
forums, such as the Yahoo! News 
forums, has produced a common 
opinion that any candidate will be 
fine once George W. Bush is out 
of office. That being said, there 
are some candidates who are using 
tactics that have been frowned upon 
since decades ago.
	 All presidential candidates use 
different tactics to gain support. 
One candidate is using scare tactics 
in his campaign commercials.  
Colorado republican representative, 
Tom Tancredo, recently released a 
campaign short in Iowa that depicts a 
hooded man with a backpack swiftly 
walking around a downtown area.
	 The narrator begins, “There 
are consequences to open borders 
beyond the illegal aliens who have 
come to take our jobs.  Islamic 
terrorists now freely roam US soil.”
At the end of the ad, the hooded man 
leaves his backpack in a train station, 
the screen goes black, and you 
hear a large explosion.  The words 
“Tancredo, Before it’s too late,” flash 
across the screen.  This produces the 
fear that without Tancredo in office 
terrorist activity will be rampant.
	 The presidential primaries are 
set to start on or around February 
5, 2008.  This leaves plenty of time 
for supporters of any party to gather 
information about their respective 
candidates before it comes time to 
cast the first vote of the election.


Sean Stoto
A & E Editor


The team of Guidance counselors that Ira Morgan worked with at Loy 
Norrix: Susan Benton, Ira Morgan, Rebecca Learner and Stephen Diehl. 
Rebecca Learner said, “As a unit we had something very unique. We all 
could talk from the heart when we were together.”


Morgan was very involved with 
his family, and cared a lot about 
them. Pictured above is Ira with his 
granddaughter Daneya Morgan. 


Ira’s wife, Bertha Morgan said, “You can see his legacy through his 
children. They reach out, have high expectations, and value education 
just as he did.”  He devoted his life to raising his family and serving other 
people. Pictured above is Ira with his wife Bertha Morgan and all of their 
children and grandchildren. 


Morgan was an active member, at Second 
Baptist Church where he served as Associate 
Minister. He was very involved with church 
throughout his life. 


During his 15 years as a guidance counselor 
at Loy Norrix, Ira Morgan made an impact on 
many students lives. He dedicated most of his 
life to helping others. 


  “There was always a real sense that we were a team. We had 
total respect for one another.”


-Guidance Counselor Rebecca Learner


Liberal 
46%


Conservative 14%


Moderate 
30%


Other 10%


LN Students weigh in on 
what stance they hold 
when it comes to politics...


What party LN students 
usually affiliate with...


And what candidate LN 
students will be or would be 
voting for in this upcoming 
presidential election.


Democratic
62%


Other 13%


Independent 14%


Republican 8%
Libertarian 3%


Undecided 41%


Barack
Obama
29%


Hillary
Clinton
23%


Rudi Giuliani
2%


Steven
Colbert


1%


Ron Paul 1%


John
Edwards


1%


Mike Gravel 1%





