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“Best driving school around!”
          
      ~Loy Norrix Junior, A. J Namenye


“Ms.Hunter is a very encouraging driver 
trainer teacher and goes with you one 
step at a time”


~Loy Norrix Junior, Skylar Hinton


SEGMENT 1 $295.00
age limit:  14 years and 8 months


SEGMENT 2 $40.00


Flexible Schedules 
for Everyone


CALL 
343-3176


www.hunterdrivertraining.com


BY PHILIP CRAGIN


BY ANDREW BLODGET


5 Minutes Later


Begining of
Class


BY SABRINA DEROO


BY JAKE WHITE


Wow these 
ID’s sure 
are safe


Heh Heh
Heh


Hmm 
Hmm


Wheres my
    ID?


Ha Ha 
He just lost 5 munnies
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	 The	clock	has	long	run	out,	two	
overtime	periods	have	passed,	the	score	
is tied 2-2, and it is down to the final 
Coldwater	player	waiting	to	kick	the	last	
of	10	penalty	kick’s.	Suddenly	the	ball	rips	
into	the	net,	and	yet	another	game	has	been	
ripped	away	from	the	Knights.		
	 Close	games	have	not	been	uncommon	
for	the	Loy	Norrix	Men’s	Varsity	Soccer	
team.	Many	teammates	agree	that	their	
record	is	much	lower	than	expected.	As	
senior midfielder Alex Foti puts it, “We 
don’t	suck	this	year,	we	just	can’t	win.”	
 Senior midfielder Daedal Derks added, 
“We have good players, but not necessarily 
enough to do good things on the field.” 
 Despite a losing season, most LN 
senior	members	agree	that	the	soccer	team	
as	a	whole	has	progressed	since	freshman	
year.	But	behind	every	struggling	team,	is	
a	group	of	seniors	striving	to	have	not	only	
one	last	winning	season,	but	also	to	guide	
the	younger	team	members	to	keep	the	
soccer	program	alive	and	strong.	Let’s	take	a	
minute	to	meet	the	seniors	of	the	Loy	Norrix	
Men’s	Varsity	Soccer	team.


Meet the Loy Norrix 
Mens Soccer Seniors


 “Practice is all joking around.  
We take it serious about five 
percent	of	the	time,”	said	junior	
golfer	Maggie	Sikkema.
	 Jokes	and	laughter	are	a	
familiar	sound	during	the	matches	
and	practices	of	the	Loy	Norrix	
Women’s Varsity Golf Team.
	 The	team	is	currently	0-2	
this	season	and	recently	took	11th	
place	in	the	Southwest	Michigan	
Athletic	Conference	Tournament.		
Junior	Sydney	Kelpin	and	
Sikkema	were	selected	for	the	
All-Division team after the five 
conference	matches.		
	 The	Lady	Knights	are	playing	
decent	this	year	and	are	looking	
forward	to	playing	together	next	
year.		Many	players	will	return	
next	year,	with	seven	juniors	and	
two	seniors	on	the	roster	this	year.	
	 	Next	year,	the	team	will	be	
adding	prospect	8th	grader	Mary	
Farner, who practiced with the 
team	during	the	summer	and	was	
the team manager.  Farner showed 
she	can	compete	at	the	varsity	
level,	even	though	she	is	only	in	
8th grade.  Farner, Kelpin and 
Sikkema	playing	together	next	
year	could	possibly	be	the	triple-
threat	that	the	Knights	desperately	
need.	
	 Although	the	team	is	having	
a	rough	year,	they	are	getting	
along	great	and	having	lots	of	
fun.  Practices and matches are full 
of	laughs,	where	many	jokes	are	
made	about	other	members	and	
their	coach.
   “Even though we make a lot of jokes, 
it	is	all	harmless	fun.		Our	team	wouldn’t	
be	the	same	without	our	constant	laughing,”	
said	senior	golfer	Jocelyn	Hillard.	
	 	Before	matches,	while	other	teams	are	
hitting	practice	balls	on	the	range,	the	LN	
team	can	be	seen	huddled	up	joking	about	
the	other	teams	and	themselves.		The	team	
would	be	slightly	more	warmed	up	if	they	
hit	a	few	more	balls,	but	joking	around	
relaxes	everyone	and	makes	the	game	more	
enjoyable.
   “In tournaments we try not to get last 


									Longer	and	tougher	
practices	seem	to	be	helping	
Loy	Norrix	football	team	
improve. Practices are 
everyday	from	3-6	pm.	The	
team	started	practices	before	
last	school	year	was	over.	
They	are	not	only	physically	
demanding	but	also	mentally.
        “On a certain day we 
have	study	hall	for	about	
an	hour.	Then	others	we	
run,	lift	weights,	drills	and	
scrimmages.	Also	some	days	
we	don’t	wear	pads,”	said	
Brett	Bailey,	junior,	offensive	
line/defensive	line.
								Through	the	rain,	snow,	
and	blazing	heat	you	will	
see	the	LN	football	team	
practicing.	The	only	time	
they	call	it	quits	is	during	a	
thunderstorm.		Bailey	also	
said	that	they	have	been	
working	more	as	a	team	
rather	than	splitting	off	into	
different	groups	and	that	
seems	to	create	a	stronger	
bond	between	players	and	the	
coaches.
         With the record of 1-8, 
people	may	feel	that	the	
football	team	is	just	the	same	
as	last	year.		The	football	team	
is	constantly	being	ridiculed	
for	not	winning	and	Kyle	
Moon,	senior,	quarterback/
kicker,	gets	agitated	with	all	
the	comments.
        “It [ridiculing] makes me 
feel	bad	and	no	one	comes	out	
to	help,”	said	Moon.
								You	would	think	all	the	
ridicule	and	being	made	fun	
of	would	be	enough	for	some	
to	quit	and	not	come	back	to	play.	That	is	
not	the	case	for	LN	football.	The	bond	of	
teammates	and	the	fun	of	the	game	keeps	
players	coming	back.
        “The love of the game, the feeling of a 
‘family’ and the drive to win is why I come 
back,”	said	Bailey.
       LN won their first game 21-12 against 
Benton	Harbor,	breaking	their	three	year	


Practice Improves 
Football Team


losing	streak.	
 “It [the team] is getting better. The attitude 
is better,” said Jordan Van Dyke, senior, 
offensive	line/defensive	line.


Rachel Stuut
Copy Editor


Amy Halpern
Guest Writer


Name: Adam “Bean” Jackson
Years in Soccer: 13
Years Varsity: 2, 1 year as captain.
Best Memory: Sophomore season beating 
Portage Central and Portage Northern.
Worst Memory: Losing in districts last year.
After Graduation: Attend WMU and room 
with Alex Foti.
Future Soccer Plans: Not decided


Name: Julio Linares “Julio”
Years in Soccer: 14
Years Varsity: 1
Best Memory: Beating Mattawan last year 
on JV and “scoring my first goal.”
Worst Memory: Losing against Coldwater 
last year and losing 0-1 against Mattawan 
this year.
After Graduation: Attend WMU.
Future Soccer Plans: Maybe continue club 
soccer.


Name: Baltazar Montes “Balls”
Years in Soccer: 3
Years Varsity: 1
Best Memory: First game played and won.
Worst Memory: “Losing pretty bad.”
After Graduation: Attend WMU or MSU.
Future Soccer Plans: Keep playing 
somewhere.


Name: Evan “EMcG” McGlinn
Years in Soccer: 12
Years Varsity:  2, 1 year as captain.
Best Memory: Sophomore year season 
beating Portage Central and Northern. 
“Worst Memory: Losing to Kalamazoo 
Central this year.
After Graduation:  Attend U of M, MSU, or 
Kalamazoo College.
Future Soccer Plans: Definitely keep 
playing either club or pick up soccer.


Name: Daedal “Deeds” Derks 
Years in Soccer: 8
Years Varsity:  2, 1 year as captain.
Best Memory: 10th grade scoring 2 goals 
in the fourth quarter
Worst Memory: Breaking collar bone and 
ending this season short.
After Graduation: Attend Kalamazoo 
College.
Future Soccer Plans: Play soccer at K 
college or a larger school.


Name: Trevor “Pelle” Pellerito
Years in Soccer: 6
Years Varsity: 2
Best Memory: Scoring first goal against 
Lakeview.
Worst Memory: “Scoring on my own team 
by accident last year.”
After Graduation: Attend WMU and play 
lacrosse.
Future Soccer Plans: Probably just pick up 
games.


Name: Kumar “Kooch” Kothari
Years in Soccer: 13
Years Varsity: 2
Best Memory: Beating Portage Northern 
and Portage Central sophomore year.
Worst Memory: Finding out that the draw 
for districts this year was East Kentwood, 
the number one team in the state.
After Graduation: Attend MSU for a 
degree in sports administration.
Future Soccer Plans: “Maybe on a local or 
club level, but nothing super competitive.”


Name: Alex “Dubey” Foti
Years in Soccer: 12
Years Varsity: 1
Best Memory: Sophomore season and 
scoring the perfect goal freshman year.
Worst Memory: First coming into season 
and going to conditioning every year.
After Graduation:  Attend WMU.
Future Soccer Plans: “Maybe some pick up 
games here and there.”


Name: Clay “Rueben” Hagen
Years in Soccer: “I’ve been playing soccer 
since I came out [of ] the womb.”
Years Varsity: 2
Best Memory: Sophomore year beating 
both Portages and cutting Alex Foti’s hair.
Worst Memory: Losing to K-Central this year
After Graduation: Attend MSU and major in 
business management.
Future Soccer Plans: Most likely continue 
playing club soccer.


LN Golf Team Finds Way 
To Have Fun On Course


Alex Foti
Guest Writer


TESHIA TRUHAFT/ GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER


Loy Norrix player Adam Jackson tackles a Portage Northern 
player.  Loy Norrix lost this game 6-39.


place,	but	if	we	do	then	we	try	to	have	fun	
doing	it,”	said	Sikkema.	
  While winning is important in high 
school	sports,	it	isn’t	everything.		The	
Lady	Knights	have	shown	great	character	
this	season	by	proving	that	they	do	not	
necessarily	have	to	be	great	athletes	in	order	
to	have	fun	and	enjoy	themselves	on	the	
course.


JOCELYN HILLARD/ GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER


Elizabeth Welch concentrates as she hits a 
drive.   Welch could not participate in Loy Norrix 
Swimming this year due to Michigan’s recent 
change in the sports season.


ALL PHOTOS BY ANGELO MURRAY/ KNIGHT LIFE
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Title IX a Detriment to JV Tennis LN Volleyball at the 
Top of its Game


Participation Greatly Affecting the Cross Country Team
	 On	a	good	day,	the	Loy	Norrix	
Men’s	Cross	Country	team	has	
seven	runners.	However,	at	many	
races,	they	are	forced	to	run	with	
only five or even four runners.  In 
cross country, your top five runners 
score,	meaning	that	on	a	day	that	
the	team	has	to	run	with	four,	they	
are disqualified.             


	 To	put	it	in	perspective,	
imagine	our	basketball	team	playing	
a	game	without	a	point	guard	or	the	
soccer	team	playing	a	game	with	no	
goalie.
	 Senior	and	team	captain	Alex	
Ehrnstrom	said,	“Having	a	small	
team	kills	us,	if	we	had	the	seniors	
back	from	last	year,	we	would	have	
a definite shot at going to State.”  
	 Having	a	small	team	puts	extra	
pressure	on	the	runners	because	
if	one	individual	has	a	bad	race,	
then	it	greatly	affects	the	team	as	a	
whole.	Also,	it	affects	the	strategy	
of	the	team.	Larger	teams	can	pack	


miles	in	a	day	during	their	training.	
They	go	to	camp	with	the	men’s	
team	and	for	many	of	the	girls,	
this	is	one	of	the	most	memorable	
events	of	the	cross	country	season.		
	 “The	week	is	very	intense,	but	
at	the	same	time	it	is	a	bonding	


Evan McGlinn
Guest Writer


	 The	Loy	Norrix	Tennis	Team	
has	the	winningest	record	of	any	
sport	here	at	Norrix.	At	7-3-2	they	
are	currently	in	second	place	in	
the	Central	Division.	Their	only	
losses	have	come	against	Portage	
Central,	Battle	Creek	Lakeview,	
and	Mattawan.
	 Both	PC	and	BCL	have	
finished very high in the State 
competition	in	recent	years.	
Although	this	is	about	what	Coach	
Williams	expected	from	the	team	
this	year,	it	is	better	than	No.	1	
singles	player,	Mark	Denenfeld	
thought	they	were	going	to	do.	
 “[It’s] a pretty big 
accomplishment.	We	even	made	
gold	bracket	in	the	conference	
tournament.” 
	 Making	the	gold	bracket	
was	a	goal	set	by	the	team	at	the	
beginning	of	the	year.	
 This is the first year in which 
the	Title	9	decision	has	come	
into	effect.	Along	with	the	loss	of	
some	key	seniors	such	as	David	
Gumbleton,	Andrew	Welch,	and	
Jordan	Balduf,	the	tennis	team	


looked	like	it	might	have	a	tough	
year.	Norrix	has	been	fortunate	
this	year	in	that	they	have	not	lost	
a	large	number	of	players	to	other	
sports	such	as	soccer	or	cross	
country,	but	this	is	not	the	case	for	
many	schools	in	the	area.
	 Junior	Varsity	has	been	
greatly	affected	at	schools	such	as	
Kalamazoo	Central,	Battle	Creek	
Central,	and	Mattawan.	BCC’s	JV	
tennis	program	is	nonexistent	this	
year,	while	KC	and	Mattawan	have	
two	and	three	players	respectively.	
	 The	new	season	has	created	a	
surplus	of	men’s	sports	in	the	fall	
season.	With	soccer,	football,	cross	
country,	and	tennis,	it	is	hard	for	
schools	to	get	enough	athletes	to	
have	full	teams	for	JV	and	Varsity	
of	all	the	sports.	Some	students	
have	actually	decided	to	do	two	
sports	during	the	same	season.		
	 Sophomore	Andrew	Darryl,	for	
instance,	is	a	member	of	the	Men’s	
Tennis	Team,	playing	in	the	No.	2	
singles	spot	and	is	also	one	of	the	
best	runners	on	the	cross	country	
team.	Students	participating	in	
two	sports	are	required	to	declare	
which	one	is	more	important	and	
attend that  when there are conflicts. 


This	often	causes	Andrew	to	miss	
practices	and	sometimes	even	
matches.
	 Another	worry	of	coaches	is	
the	higher	potential	for	injuries.	
With	students	trying	to	play	
two	sports,	they	have	twice	the	
opportunity	to	get	hurt,	which	
would	hurt	both	teams	they	are	a	
part	of.	
	 The	season	change	has	also	
affected	schedules.	The	Loy	Norrix	
Tennis	Team	had	to	miss	out	on	the	
Woodhaven Warrior Invitational 
Tournament	which	they	have	been	a	
part	of	for	25	years,	just	because	it	
conflicted with the GK tournament. 
 It is also important to realize 
that	the	season	change	will	affect	
girls	tennis	as	well.	With	the	girls’	
season	now	in	the	spring,	it	will	
create	a	density	of	girls’	sports	in	
the spring. With track and field, 
softball,	tennis,	lacrosse,	and	soccer	
all	being	in	the	spring,	it	will	create	
big	problems	for	girls	tennis	teams	
throughout	the	state.
	 “Many	of	our	girls	play	softball	
or	participate	in	track	in	the	spring	
and	it’s	anybody’s	guess	as	to	what	
sport they will decide to do,” says 
Coach	Williams.


       CHRISTINA PILLSBURY/ KNIGHT LIFE


ANILASH PANIKULANGARA/ KNIGHT LIFE


Sophomore Brian Craig warms up for a match at the Wayland Tournament.  Craig is number one in doubles.   


Daedal Derks
Guest Writer


Summer Chambers
Guest Writer


run,	which	is	running	in	pairs	or	
small	groups	so	that	you	can	single	
out	runners	from	other	teams	and	
pass	them.			The	small	Loy	Norrix	
team	can’t	do	this	because	of	their	
size.		
	 Despite	the	small	size	of	the	
team,	the	guys	train	extremely	hard	
both	before	and	during	the	season	
to	stay	in	shape.	Before	the	season,	
the	men’s	team	goes	to	camp	where	
each	runner	runs	about	80	miles	in	
one	week.	
	 Ehrnstrom	said	that	this	week	
was	very	rigorous	and	intense	for	
the runners. “If you can survive 
camp,	you	can	handle	pretty	much	
anything.” he said.
	 The	small	size	of	the	men’s	
team has had some advantages. It
forces	the	members	to	push	hard	
every	race	and	it	has	caused	a	
number	of	the	racers	to	step	their	
running	up	for	the	good	of	the	team.
It has also made the team a lot 
closer.		
	 Derek	Kusa,	a	member	of	the
	team	said,	“The	team	is	closer	than	
in any other sport.”
	 This	year	the	Women’s	Cross	
Country	team	is	on	the	opposite	
end	of	the	spectrum.	The	team	is	
one	of	the	largest	women’s	cross	
country	teams	that	Loy	Norrix	has	
had	in	a	while	with	14	runners.	Out	
of	the	14	runners,	eight	are	seniors	
this year. This benefits the ladies 
because	the	seniors	can	share	their	
experiences	with	the	younger	girls.			
	 Having	a	large	team	is	also	a	
benefit because they have a lot of 
runners that can be in the top five 
for	the	team,	putting	less	pressure	


on	a	few	runners	and	spreading	it	
throughout	the	team.	The	runners	
can	also	run	in	a	pack	and	push	
each	other.
	 The	girls	also	practice	
intensely	during	the	season	and	
before.			They	can	run	up	to	nine	


said,	“	Everyone’s	giving	it	their	
best	shot	at	the	game,	having	fun	
and	hopes	to	make	this	the	best	
year yet.” Injured  senior player 
Madden	was	out	based	on	a	pulled	
hamstring	but	now	has	returned.


	 Varsity	girls	stick	through	their	
tough	practices	everyday	to	get	
better.	Elena	Charles,		senior	libero	


[defensive specialist] said,“We’re 
working	our	butts	off	to	have	a	
winning	season.	Even	though	our	
record	says	one	thing,	our	team	is	
what makes the difference”.
	 This	team	has	great	chemistry	
on	its	hands.	Charles	said,	“Their	
new coach, coach Snow definitely 
cares	about	them	as	a	team	but	
more importantly as individuals.”
	 Madden	said,	“Everyone	gets	
along	with	him,	a	lot	better	than	last	
year’s coach.”          
  According to Snow, “ [The] 
team	is	becoming	more	competitive	
as [the] season goes along and 
learning	what	it	takes	to	win,	to	be	
successful.”
	 LN	standout	players	are	Carly	
Wheaton,	a	senior	leading	in	kills
 [termination of the ball] and Alyssa 
Laney,	a	junior	also	killing	on
	the	court.	


experience,” said Captain Addie 
Drillock.		
	 This	year	the	LN	cross	country	
team	is	very	optimistic.	They	have	
set	their	goals	high	and	hope	to	
make	it	to	the	state	tournament	at	
the	end	of	the	year.			


	 The	
Norrix	Varsty	
Volleyball	team	
started	the	2007	
season	out	with	
seven	wins	
seventeen	loses	
and	four	spits	
[to	win	half	the	
games]. There’s 
been	a	few	
bumps	along	the	
way	but	nothing	
these	girls	can’t		
squash	on	the	
volleyball	court.
	 Varsity	girls		
are	working	
together	and	
know	how	to	
put	personal	
issues	aside	for	
the	good	of	the	
game	and	for	
the	title	TEAM.	
	 Madden	
Miller,		senior	
middle	hitter	


The Loy Norrix Men’s Cross Country Team warms up for a race at KVCC.  The men’s team placed forth    in the division, 
and the Women’s Team tied with Portage Central for first in the division.  Also Senior Jana Graudins qualified for the 
MHSAA State Championship Meet.


JENNY HILL/ GUEST PHOTOGRAPHER


Junior Anne Brown  has been on the Loy Norrix Vollyball 
Team since her freshman year.  She usually plays right side.


“We’re working our butts 
off to have a winning 


season. Even though our 
record says one thing, 


our team is what makes 
the difference.”


-Elena Charles


“Having a small team 
kills us, if we had the 


seniors back from last 
year, we would have a 


definite shot at going to 
State.”  


-Alex Ehrnstrom 
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“I find myself missing 
it over there, at times, 


but then I snap out 
of it and realize I had 


little to no rights 
there, and just being 
away from everyone 


was emotionally 
challenging.“


-Shaun Larimer


	 Bob			
Lakey	has	
traveled	to	
many	places	
all	around	the	
world	seeking	
adventures	
and	
experiences	
most	of	


us	only	dream	about,	but	he’s	
not	your	typical	tourist.	He	does	
not	stay	in	lavish	hotels	or	eat	at	
four	star	restaurants,	he	instead	
chooses	to	live	like	the	natives.	
China,	Guatemala,	and	Ireland	are	
just	a	few	of	the	places	Lakey	has	
traveled	to.	
	 Lakey,	an	honest	and	certainly	
decent	man,	is	the	proud	owner	
of	Sunburst	Construction	where	
for twenty five years he has been 
building	and	designing	homes	for	
many	people.	
	 When	Lakey	took	a	trip	with	
friends	to	Southern	India,	seeking	
yet	another	adventure,	Bob	caught	
a	glimpse	of	the	damage	the	2004	
Tsunami	had	done	to	a	small	village	
in	Tirumallivasal.	It	had	demolished	
several	homes	in	the	village	leaving	
only	six	standing.	
	 As	Lakey	continued	to	look	
around,	he	could	not	help	but	notice	
the	state	of	shock	in	which	the	
tsunami	had	left	the	people	in,	and	
he	wanted	to	help.
	 So	instead	of	having	fun,	
Lakey	thought	he	would	put	his	
skills	to	use	by	contributing	to	
building	new	homes	in	an	effort	
to	help	reconstruct	the	lives	of	
those	who	had	been	affected	by	
the	tsunami.	This	had	not	been	his	
original	purpose	for	visiting	South	
India, but it was definitely a kind, 
and	generous	thing	to	do.
	 Lakey	knew	that	if	he	wanted	
to	help	the	tsunami	victims	he	
would	need	to	talk	with	someone.	
He	was	told	that	a	man	by	the	name	
of	David	Breckman	could	assist	
him	in	doing	this,	so	he	set	out	to	
find him.
	 “Oh	this	will	be	easy	to	make	
this	connection,”	said	Lakey	to	
himself.	
	 But	after	numerous	attempts	to	
contact	Breckman,	he	found	out	that	
it	was	not	so	easy	after	all.	It	wasn’t	
until	Lakey	was	having	dinner	at	a	
restaurant,	that	a	waiter	introduced	
him	to	a	woman	who	he	would	soon	
discover	was	David	Brakeman’s	


Jacquese Steele 
Guest Writer


Adventurous Man with a 
Heart Helps Tsunami Victims


	 Walking	up	the	stairs,	through	the	check	gates,	and	
into	the	K-Wing	hallway	of	Loy	Norrix	High	School	on	
its first day back in session, it was hard not to notice the 
obscurely long line extending from the guidance office.  
The	hall	was	blisteringly	hot,	and	the	dozens	of	students	
waiting	to	make	appointments	with	their	counselors	were	
getting	increasingly	restless.		It	seemed	like	madness	at	
the	time.		In	reality,	though,	it	was	one	of	the	best	starts	
to	the	year	LN	has	seen	in	years.
	 “The	overall	perception	was	 that	 it	was	horrible,”	
said	Kathrine	Pennington,	Vice	Principal	of	Norrix.		“By	
day	three	it	was	busy,	but	by	the	end	of	the	day	it	was	
just normal traffic.”
	 The	 misinterpretation	 that	 things	 were	 horribly	
wrong	 was	 actually	 one	 of	 the	 biggest	 problems	 the	
school	has	had	to	deal	with	thus	far.		The	administrators	
have	 been	 swamped	 with	 calls	 from	 parents	 either	
concerned	or	complaining	about	situations	already	taken	
care	of	or	in	the	midst	of	being	taken	care	of.
	 “Dr.	Rice	has	done	a	good	job	getting	the	problems	
in	order,”	Pennington	said.	“He	really	cares	about	what	
goes	on	here.”
	 Dr.	 Michael	 Rice,	 the	 new	 superintendent	 of	


Kalamazoo	 Public	 Schools,	 has	 been	 taking	 steps	 to	
organize	and	create	solutions	to	the	problems	faced	thus	
far.	 	Dr.	Rice	has	called	for	 two	meetings	between	the	
staff	of	both	Loy	Norrix	and	Kalamazoo	Central	High	
Schools,	 and	 has	 asked	 for	 written	 proposed	 plans	 of	
action	from	both	so	that	a	happy	medium	between	the	
separate	problems	can	be	found.
	 One	problem	faced	between	both	schools	was	 the	
mix	 up	 in	 the	 parenting	 programs.	 	At	 LN	 there	 is	 a	
parenting	program	for	expectant	mothers	only.	 	At	KC	
there	 is	 another	 parenting	 program	 for	 anybody	 who	
is	 interested.	 	 The	 problem	 arose	 when,	 because	 both	
programs	 have	 the	 same	 name,	 a	 few	 male	 students	
ended	up	in	the	roster	for	the	parenting	program	based	
out	of	LN.
	 While	there	seem	to	be	minimal	problems	overall,	
some	teachers	would	beg	to	differ.		Even	up	to	the	third	
week	 into	school,	 some	classes	are	gaining	and	 losing	
students	every	day.
 “My class numbers fluctuate almost daily,” stressed 
teacher	Cindy	VanLieu	of	the	art	department.
	 The	 problems	 with	 class	 numbers,	 though,	 seem	
to	 stem	 from	 a	 lack	 of	 teachers,	 which	 stems	 from	
a	 seemingly	 small	 budget	 within	 the	 district.	 	The	 art	
department in specific suffers from this.
	 “We	 have	 a	 very	 small	 budget	 for	 general	 art	
supplies,”	 VanLieu	 said.	 	 “Recycle	 and	 reuse,	 it’s	 the	
only	way	we	survive.”		
	 VanLieu	 copes	 by	 soliciting	 donations	 from	 the	
community.	 	 She	 awards	 students	 extra	 credit	 if	 they	
bring	in	pencils	or	other	supplies,	as	there	is	a	general	
lack.
	 Much	 of	 the	 general	 budget	 has	 gone	 toward	 a	
perceived	 good	 cause,	 though,	 which	 seems	 to	 be	
making	the	school	generally	run	more	smoothly.		A	new	
ID	card	machine	was	bought	for	this	year.	With	two	ID	
machines	running	at	the	same	time,	the	time	it	takes	to	
assign	ID	badges	to	all	students	was	cut	in	half.


Sean Stoto
A & E Editor


	 However,	in	the	weeks	prior	to	
leaving,	he	began	 to	 feel	more	 and	
more	 uneasy	 about	 leaving.	Yet	 he	
did	 not	 succumb	 to	 the	 worry	 and	
remorse	 about	 leaving	 his	 friends	
and	 family.	 Shortly	 before	 his	
deployment,	 he	 proposed	 to	 his	
fellow	2005	LN	grad	Barb	Minich.	
	 When	 Larimer	 came	 home	
on	 leave	 from	 the	 war	 in	 January	
of	 2007,	 the	 young	 couple	 wed	 in	


Kalamazoo,	 surrounded	 by	 friends	
and	 family.	 This	 stability	 gave	
Larimer	 a	 sense	 of	 hope	 when	 he	
returned	 to	 Iraq.	 This	 stability,	
however,	was	disrupted	shortly	after	
his	 arrival	 in	 Iraq;	 he	 was	 only	 in	
Tikrit	for	two	months	before	he	was	
transferred.
 The final six months of his 
service	 were	 spent	 in	 Camp	 Taji,	
which	 is	 about	 twenty	 miles	 from	
Baghdad;	 the	 city	 that	 is	 regarded	
as	 one	 of	 the	 most	 dangerous	 in	
the	 country.	 Despite	 this,	 Larimer	
experienced	 little	 violence	 while	
on	 missions	 in	 Baghdad.	 His	 low	


wife.	The	connection	that	he	had	
been waiting for was finally made!
	 Once	everything	was	off	and	
running,	Lakey	took	a	day	and	
a	half	long	train	ride	back	to	the	
village	in	Tirumallivasal.	Upon	
reaching	his	destination,	he	found	
himself	overwhelmed.	He	hadn’t	
realized	the	damage	was	this	
severe;	there	was	no	way	he	was	
going	to	be	able	to	build	homes.
	 He	thought	to	himself,	“What	
am	I	even	doing?	What	is	it	that	I	
think	I’m	going	to	be	able	to	do	for	


these	people?”	But	Lakey	was	still	
determined	to	help	out	in	some	way.
	 “What	is	it	that	you	need	right	
now?”	“How	are	you	people	living	
and	eating?”	asked	Lakey,	looking	
around	noticing	very	little	sign	of	
food.	
	 Food	was	exactly	what	the	
villagers	were	in	need	of.	So	Lakey	
and	some	of	the	village	men	and	
women	put	together	a	list.	Lakey	
wanted	to	go	retrieve	these	items	on	
the	list	right	away,	but	was	let	down	


when	he	found	out	that	there	was	no	
place	in	the	village	to	actually	buy	
these	items.	
	 This	news	may	have	set	things	
back	a	bit,	but	Lakey	being	so	
driven	found	a	place	forty	miles	
away	with	everything	they	needed,	
and	at	bargain	prices,	for	only	3,000	
dollars	he	could	buy	food	to	feed	
the	entire	village.
	 On	returning	to	Tirumallivasal,	
Lakey,	with	the	help	of	others,	got	
right	to	work	on	distributing	bags	of	
food.	This	brought	back	some	joy	
to	the	village,	a	thing	that	had	been	
missing	since	the	devastation	of	the	
tsunami.
		 Lakey	had	never	seen	so	much	
appreciation.	All	the	women	in	
the	town	dressed	up	in	Saris	and	
prepared	him	a	beautiful	feast.	
	 “The	food	was	exquisite,”	
Lakey	said.
	 The	people	were	so	thankful	
and	liked	him	so	much	that	when	
it	was	time	for	him	to	leave	they	
encouraged	him	to	stay.	Bob	did	
not	take	them	up	on	their	offer,	
however	he	was	happy	to	have	
helped.	
	 “It	was	a	meaningful,	
emotional,	and	powerful	
experience,”	said		Lakey,	and	
certainly	one	he	will		never	forget.
	 If	you	ask	Bob	Lakey	how	he	
ended	up	doing	all	of	this,	he’ll	
simply	say,	“A	twist	of	accidents.”


exposure	to	major	destruction	played	
a	role	in	forming	his	optimistic	view	
of	the	war.
	 “There’s	a	lot	of	jobs	over	there.	
I’m	 pro-war	 basically,	 we’ll	 see	
outcomes.	I	think,”	said	Larimer.	
	 Now	 that	 he’s	 home,	 Larimer	
is	 free	 to	 live	 life	 as	 normally	 as	
possible.	 “normal”	 life	 for	 him	
includes	 attending	 Grand	 Valley	
State University to study fire science, 
with the intention of becoming a fire 
fighter. Additionally, his education 
at	 the	university	 is	completely	paid	
for	 by	 the	 Department	 of	 Defense.	


Bob Lakey stands with women from the village of Tirumallivasal after distributing food to the 
village residents. Many of the women borrowed Saris from neighboring towns to get dressed up 
and honor Lakey for helping them after the tsunami on December 26, 2004.


LN Graduate Returns from Iraq


LN graduate Shaun Larimer sits outside a US army base in Camp Atterbury, IN while training to go 
to Iraq. 


Dean of Students Katie Pennington takes strides in 
correcting situations around the school. 


SEAN STOTO / KNIGHT LIFE


“The overall perception was that 
it was horrible...but by the end of 
the third day it was just normal 
traffic.”


-Katie Pennington


Scheduling 
not as Rocky 
as it May Feel
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The tsunami 
of Dec. 26, 
2004 left half a 
million people 
without 
homes.


The death toll 
was estimated 
around 
275,000, with 
thousands 
more gone 
missing. 
 


The wave 
caused most 
destruction in 
areas close to 
its epicenter, 
like Sumatra, 
Malaysia and 
Thailand.


Quick Facts


SOLDIER continued from page 1


Lakey was still 
determined to help in 


some way. 


Despite	 his	 view	 that	 soldiers	 are	
not	 paid	 enough	 for	 the	 job	 they	
do,	 he	 generally	 regards	 his	 entire	
experience	positively.
 Larimer said, “I find myself 
missing	 it	 over	 there,	 at	 times,	 but	
then	 I	 snap	 out	 of	 it	 and	 realize	 I	
had	 little	 to	 no	 rights	 there,	 and	
just	being	away	from	everyone	was	
emotionally	challenging.”


BRAD AERNIE / US ARMY


Journalism I Students Write Practice Articles as Pre-Requisite to Participation in Knight 
Life. Jacquese Steele’s Article Wins First Prize. 
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Junior Ellen VanderMyde has been drawing 
since she was four years old. 
 
“My biggest influence is my mom becuase she 
was an artist,” said VanderMyde.
 
She is currently taking A.P. portfolio with art 
teacher Cindy VanLieu as well as drawing with 
Nancy Mollhagen. VanderMyde says she does 
every type of art except for sculpture. She is 
not sure if she is going to major in art. 
 
“It is definitely something I will rely back on if 
nothing else works out,” said VanderMyde.
 
 


 


   


 
 
 


She really enjoys art. “It is a way I can express 
my thoughts visually,” said VanderMyde.
 
This piece was done by VanderMyde done in 
her spare time. The main theme of this piece is 
Communication.  
 
VanderMyde said, “I used objects in everyday 
life that go unnoticed, like the batteries, 
pennies, bottle caps....”


	


	 	 	 	 						
	 	 	 	 													


		
		
	 Most	movies	are	made	to	grab	
your	attention	and	share	with	the	
public	the	producer’s	thoughts	
and	opinions.	In	this	sense	the	“	
The	Passion	of	the	Christ”	is	no	
exception.	Mel	Gibson	was	on	a	
mission	to	let	his	audience	see	Jesus	
Christ	through	his	eyes.	Immediately	
that	will	get	people	upset	because	
it	is	about	religion	and	it	gives	the	
viewer	the	option	to	compare	the	
Bible,	the	word	of	God,	with	a	
motion	picture,	the	word	of	man.
		 There	are	four	general	ways	
people	will	deal	with	this	movie.	
One	person	will	be	perplexed	by	the	
question	and	will	discard	it.	Another	
person	will	question	what	they	know,	
and	the	movie	might	change	what	
they	think	to	be	the	truth.	The	next	
person	will	be	offended	that	someone	
would	even	suggest	his	or	her	
opinion	to	the	public	about	a	church	
related	topic.	The	last	person	will	
look	at	it,	give	it	thought	and	respect	
Gibson’s	opinion.	Many	people	will	
also find the movie beautiful and 
inspirational.	
	 “The	Passion	of	the	Christ”	
depicts	the	events	that	took	place	in	
the	last	twelve	hours	of	Christ’s	life	
that lead up to his crucifixion. The 
two-hour	movie	follows	the	basic	
description	from	the	Bible.	One	of	
the	main	differences	is	Gibson’s	
movie	focuses	on	the	physical	pain	
that	Christ	endured	before	and	during	
the crucifixion, where the bible 
focuses	on	why.
		 After	watching	the	movie	
a	question	might	surface	in	the	
viewer’s	mind,	why	did	Gibson	focus	
on	the	physical	pain	that	Christ	went	
through?
		 Emma	Karsten	a	senior	of	
Christian-reform	from	Kalamazoo	
Christian High School did not find 
the	movie	controversial,	but	sheds	
light	on	the	connection	between	The	
Bible,	the	movie	and	why	Gibson	
focused	on	the	pain.	Karsten	speaks	
about	Christ	and	the	reason	why	he	
suffered.
		 “It	brings	to	reality	the	fact	that	
Christ	suffered	for	us	and	carried	
the	sin	of	man	on	his	back,”	said	
Karsten.
		 Love	and	kindness	are	soaked	
in	every	word	of	Karsten’s,	an	
exemplum	of	the	beauty	that	Christ	


“I used objects in everyday 
life that go unnoticed, like the 


batteries, pennies, bottle caps....”  
                            - Ellen VanderMyde


PEAK PERFORMERS in the ARTS Controversial Movies
It seems that every year more and more outstanding Loy Norrix art students go un-
recognized for their artwork. Loy Norrix has many young, talented artists, but few 
seem to notice them. 
	
	
Senior Philip Cragin has been drawing for 14 
years. He said his biggest influence is his dad 
because his dad was the one who introduced 
him to art. Cragin really enjoys both drawing  
music, using music to aid his creativity.
 


“Many of my drawings have been inspired by 
music,” said Cragin. 
 


Cragin mainly does illustrations focusing on 
graphic novels. He visually expresses the music 
that he hears. He has a lot of experience in art 
and has taken many art classes such as basic 
design, cartooning, independant drawing, 
fiber arts, and assembledge. 
 
 
Cragin is currently taking A.P. portfolio with Art 
teacher Cindy VanLieu and Advanced Studio 
Art at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. Cragin 
wants to go to either Kendall University or 
Western Michigan University and become an 
animator.
 
 


 


Cragin completed this charcoal self-portrait 
during his sophomore year in art teacher 
Nancy Mollhagen’s drawing class.


	
	
Senior Mateo Hernandez has been drawing 
since the age of three. Hernandez’s father 
was an artist, and he taught Hernandez 
to draw at a very young age. He has taken 
many art classes at LN such as basic design, 
cartooning, painting, sculpture and drawing. 
He is currently not taking any art classes, but 
he continues to work on his own. He mainly 
focuses on black and white pencil sketches. 
Drawing is a way of expressing what inspires 
him. 


“Many of my drawings are inspired by movies, 
books and music,” said Hernandez. 


He wants to go to college and do character 
creation and become a video game designer.


 


Here are a few of Hernandez’s character 
sketches. Picture 1 was inspired by the 
movie “300” about 300 spartans. Picture 2 
was inspired by “Beowulf” a book about a 
great warrior who becomes a king. Picture 
3 was inspired by the “4 Horse Riders of the 
Apocalypse” who are mythological creatures.
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“Many of my drawings have 
been inspired by music.” 


- Philip Cragin


Karsten’s words could have stolen the attention of a 
million minds. The stories grip tight on the imagination. 
Focusing through the last phrase as a child would absorb 
a bedtime story; the silence broke the concentration.  The 
words of another churchgoer meanders through the mind 


illustrating that of a blank canvas, painted by an ardent 
brush; delicate yet firm across its surface.


Anilash Panikulangara
Sports Editor Matthew Evans


Asst. Business Manager


had	for	people.
	 	“The	movie	shows	us	as	
Christians	how	one	man	can	suffer	
for	all	humans	and	gleam	with	the	
love	for	everyone	around	him,	even	
those who cause him pain and finally 
death,”	said	Karsten.	(Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do” Luke 23: 34) 
Christ	says	this	as	he	is	hanging	from	
the	cross;	he	asks	god	to	forgive	them	
and	not	to	punish	them	for	what	they	
have	done	to	him.
		 Awed	by	her	love	and	
commitment	to	religion,	a	true	
knowledgeable	follower;	eagerness	
precedes	the	dialogue.	It	would	seem	
that	throughout	the	movie	Gibson	
tries	to	make	the	public	feel	guilty	
about	the	sufferings	of	Christ.
	 	“Well…..yes,	I	think	the	movie	
should	make	us	feel	guilty	because	
Christ	suffered	for	our	sins,	but	it	
also	makes	us	love	him	more;	and	we	
become	impelled	to	a	mirror	his	life,	
the	perfect	human,”	said	Karsten.								
	 During	the	movie	the	Devil	in	


human	form	appears	as	a	woman	in	a	black	
cloak	taunting	Christ.
		 “I	have	never	heard	of	the	Devil	
described	in	a	feminine	way,	but	the	devil	
does	enter	humans	souls	and	makes	us	do	bad	
things,”	Karsten	said	mid-thought.	The	devil	
as	a	women	seems	to	be	very	peculiar;	a	sure	
candidate	for	controversy.
		 “The	devil	taunts	Christ	with	sin	as	
he	suffers,	as	the	Devil	does	to	all	of	us,	
but	Christ	being	perfect	denies	the	devil	of	
success	for	intimidation,”	said	Karsten	with	
conviction.
		 In	the	last	part	of	the	move	the	temple	
splits	in	two,	proving	Christ	was	indeed	
the	Son	of	God	this	part	of	the	movie	begs	
Christianity	to	argue	this	occurrence:	“And 
behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in 
two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, 
rocks were split,” Matthew 27: 51.	After	
this	act	it	seems	Christ	proved	himself	the	
Son	of	God	“when the centurion who stood 
facing him saw how he breathed his last he 
said, “truly this man was the Son of God,” 
Mark 15: 39.	In	two	of	many	accounts	of	the	
crucifixion, two of Christ’s disciples describe 
the	temple	differently.
		 “Sure,	that	is	certainly	possible.	The	
gospel account on the crucifixion that 
each	disciple	experienced	was	different.	
Their	accounts	were	recorded	due	to	their	
perception,”	said	Karsten.	No	one	really	
knows	for	sure	what	happened	to	the	temple	
or when it split. In the film, right as Christ 
dies	a	raindrop	(a	tear	from	God)	hits	the	
ground,	creates	an	earthquake	and	the	actual	
building	of	the	temple	splits	in	two.
	 In	the	Bible	and	the	movie,	Christ	was	
mocked	mercilessly	by	spectators	and	the	
two criminals that were crucified next to 
him.	Those passing by reviled him, shaking 
their heads and saying “you who would 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 
days, save yourself, if you are the Son of 
God, [and] come down from the cross!” 
Likewise the chief priests with the scribes 
and elders mocked him and said, “he saved 
others; he cannot save himself. So he is the 
king of Israel! Let him come down from the 
cross now, and we will believe in him. The 
revolutionaries who were crucified with him 
also kept abusing him” Matthew 27:41-42,44.	
When	Christ	died	he	was	resurrected	from	the	
dead	in	three	days,	Christ	himself	represented	
the	temple.
	 Another	perception	on	“The	Passion	of	
The	Christ”.		Krystal	Nola	an	avid	believer	
states	why	the	“Passion	of	The	Christ”	is	
controversial.	This	movie	offended	the	likes	


beyond	that	of	the	Christian	faith.
						“The	Jewish	community	was	upset	
because	they	felt	that	the	movie	was	anti-
Semitic	and	portrayed	them	as	having	killed	
Jesus,”	said	Nola	without	hesitation.	The	
movie	tells	of	the	Jew’s	role	in	the	last	twelve	
hours	of	Christ’s	life	in	a	very	negative	
manner.	The	Jews	did	not	believe	that	Christ	
was	the	Son	of	God	but	it	was	the	governor	
of	Rome,	Pilate,	that	granted	the	Jews	
permission	to	condemn	him	to	death.
  This movie’s controversy also defies one 
of	the	Ten	Commandments.
		 “The	second	Commandment	says	
‘though	shall	make	no	graven	images’,	
inasmuch as a film portrayal can be taken to 
be	a	graven	image	of	the	Lord,”	Nola	said.
	 “John 14:6 says ‘I am the way, the Truth 
and the life. No one comes to the father but 
by me”.	This	phrase	from	the	bible	insinuates	
that	believing	that	Christ	is	the	Son	of	God	is	
the	only	way	into	Heaven;	therefore	people	
of many other faiths find that controversial,” 
said	Nola.		


						


“Many of my drawings are 
inspired by movies, books, and 


music, “ 
- Mateo Hernandez


		
The	Bible


Vs.	
  Passion of the Christ the film


Leonardo Davinci’s painting of “The Last Supper”, painted in the 15th Century.
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HOOPTY G-Wagon
	 A	1993	Dodge	Caravan	is	what	
senior	Carl	Depew	drives.	Depew’s	
car	has	black	and	green	covers	on	
the	driver	and	passenger	side.	The	
rust	and	seat	covers	make	his	car	
different	from	the	rest	of	the	cars	in	
the	Loy	Norrix	school	parking	lot.
	 “The	color	of	my	van	is	gray	
with	rust	accents.”	Depew	said.
	 Depew	loves	his	car.	He	
jokingly	said,	“It	has	sentimental	
values.”	
	 This	Dodge	Caravan	has	one	
sticker	that	makes	it	stand	out	from	
the	other	vans	in	the	Loy	Norrix	
High	School	parking	lot.	This	
would	be	a	dodge	decal.	The	decal	
has white flames coming from 
each	side	and	in	the	middle	of	the	
flames, it has a dodge logo.
	 The	rusty	van	is	Depew’s	
first car. Depew has been in no 
accidents.											 	
	 Depew	has	a	whole	bunch	of	
cool	stuff	in	his	car;	he	as	a	deck	
and	subs.	A	deck	is	a	nicer	CD	
player	that	is	not	dealer	stock.	Subs	
are	really	big	speakers	that	add	bass	
and	make	the	music	sound	better.	
	 	Depew’s	van	sports	a	twenty-
inch	television	and	a	Playstation	
2.	Friends	of	Depew	use	the	
Playstation	and	watch	the	television	
when	they	are	driving	around	or	
sitting	in	the	car	while	in	park.	The	
lights	on	the	inside	of	Depew’s	van	
are	green	neons	to	match	his	seat	
covers.	Depew	rides	on	stock	rims.
	 The	only	thing	that	Carl	
dislikes	about	his	car	is	that	people	
rag	on	it.


	 This	new	looking	Acura	Integra	
is	one	of	the	best-looking	cars	in	the	
Loy	Norrix	High	School	parking	
lot.	It	is	actually	a	1994	model.	This	
maraschino	cherry	colored	car	is	
owned	by	Dylan	Lawrence,	a	junior	
here	at	LN.
	 Lawrence	loves	his	car.	He	has	
spent	hours	to	make	it	look	very	
nice	and	even	like	a	street	racing	
car.	It	may	stand	out	to	you	because	
it	has	nine	stickers	on	the	windows	
and	back	bumper.	Lawrence’s	
favorite	sticker	is	a	back	window-
sized,	monster	sticker.
	 Lawrence	has	spent	at	least	
one	hundred	hours	working	on	his	
car and filling it with sweet stuff.  
He	has	subs,	which	are	really	big	
speakers	that	enhance	the	bass	and	
make	the	music	sound	better.	He	
also	sports	head-rest	television,	
which	are	twelve	inch	TVs	on	the	
back	of	the	driver	and	passenger	
seat	headrests.	Lawrence	has	red	
neon	lights	in	and	under	his	car	and	
twenty	inch	rims.
	 The	Acura	Integra	is	accident	
free.	
	 “I	love	speed,”	Lawrence	said.	
	 Lawrence’s	family	has	multiple	
vehicles	such	as	an	older	Corvette,	
multiple	trucks,	multiple	dirt	bikes,	
motorcycles,	a	moped	and	so	much	
more.
	 “My	Acura	Integra	is	currently	
for	sale	for	$4,700,”	Lawrence	said.	
Lawrence	is	selling	his	car	because	
he	wants	an	even	nicer,	faster	car.
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John B. McKay
Executive Vice President


Features that were added to the 1993 Dodge 
Caravan included adding a height adjustable 
mounting point to the front shoulder belts.


According to “Consumer Guide Automotive”, 
the price range for a Dodge Caravan from 
1991-1995 is between $600 and $2,300.


According to “Consumer Guide Automotive”, 
the Dodge Caravan gets an eight out of ten 
for cargo capacity.


In 1994 the Acura dramatically changed the 
Integra, with dual air bags, two doors and a 
hatchback.


According to “Consumer Guide Automotive”, the 
price range for an Acura Integra from 1994-
2001 is between $1,600 and $13,700.


According to “Consumer Guide Automotive”, the 
Acura Integra gets an eight out of ten in the 
category for value within class.
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download anything you want-- 
pronto. Downloading and ordering 
music online simply eliminates 
the need to share the experience 
of music. And you cannot deny 
the fact that it is easier, faster, 
and cheaper. With everything 
else becoming instant, it’s just 
natural that music has become the 
same way. Unfortunately, today’s 
technology makes music less fun. 
In today’s “gimme-it-now” world 
where a new type of iPod comes out 
faster than most people can figure 
out how to use the old one, does 
anyone still have fun with their 
music? 
 Three men in East Lansing, 
Michigan, will not be giving up 
their vinyl records or 45s or CDs 
anytime soon, because of how fun 
their old music artifacts are. Dave, 
Dick, and Jon, all with varying 
degrees of musical experience, own 
and run the store Flat, Black and 
Circular (known to the regulars 
as F.B.&C), on the campus of 
Michigan State University. The 
store is similar to those stores in the 
60’s; a fun, cool place to be. Their 
excitement for music and sharing 
it with others is contagious. Yes, 
these three men love their music 
the old-school way, clunky and 
inconvenient, and their customers 
whole-heartedly agree. 
 When you first make the 
ascent up the two flights of stairs 
to F.B.&C, you may want to look 
at the eye-catching band posters 
screaming with bright colors on 
the walls, or the hypnotic album 
covers that also decorate the shop. 
These albums include all genres, 
from The Chemical Brothers to 
Bruckner’s 9th Symphony to Pink 
Floyd, and even Akon and Eminem. 
However, the most eye-catching 
part of the store is the customers. 
The customers are just as diverse as 
the music selection. 
 One older gentleman with a 
youthful bounce in his step was 
quick to tell me about his music 


experience as he ransacked through 
the old rock vinyl albums. From 
underneath his khaki fishing hat, he 
asked me if I had ever heard of the 
Beatles. It delighted me to see the 
relief in his soft blue eyes when I 
told him that I indeed, do enjoy that 
particular band.  He told me about 
the band’s concerts he attended in 
California, including the foursome’s 
final concert in Candlestick Park in 
1966. He told me that he had a very 
large collection of vinyl records 
that he played on his record player. 
He furrowed his gray brow and 
asked me how much CDs sold for 
today. The fire in his eyes revealed 
his passion for music, and it was 
something to be admired. This 
man, in just a few words, showed 
me what a big part of his life 
belonged to music. This passion 
is conspicuously lacking from my 
generation of down-loaders; there 
are unlimited copies of every piece 
of music on the web, so no one 
has to work very hard. Another 
customer at F.B.&C. showed me 
how much fun finding your own 
music can be. 
 A young man caught my 
attention when he almost jumped 
for joy after finding the record of 
his dreams, looking a bit like a 
leprechaun with a childish grin on 
his face below his tousled red hair. 
He told me that he had been looking 
for it for ages. Although he could 
have downloaded the same music 
online, with arguably better quality, 
he told me with twinkle in his eye 
and a smirk upon his lips, “I refuse 
to let downloading off the internet 
interfere with my joy of rifling 
through old vinyls at F.B.&C.”
 He and his friend are quite the 
regulars at F.B.&C, and enjoy the 
company of the owners, finding 
new music, and traveling outside 
of the comfort of their own houses 
to do so.  This type of excitement 


 You see 
it everywhere. 
It’s as if they 
have taken 
over the streets 
and college 
campuses 
across the 
globe. Today 
has become 
the golden 


age of the 
“iPod Bopper.” It seems as if 
anywhere you look, you see those 
music lovers who walk down the 
street with their ears covered, the 
signature white cord dangling from 
their head. No longer do we have 
John Cusak standing with a boom 
box above his head playing “In 
Your Eyes.” In today’s version of 
the film Say Anything, Lloyd would 
simply file share the song to Diane, 
eradicating any need to see the girl 
he is courting.
 For the most part, music lovers 
in today’s world have conformed to 
the golden age of instant-everything 
and seem to have lost the essential 
social element of music. 
 Despite the convenience 
of simply clicking a button and 
popping in ear pods, some people 
seem to overlook the downfalls of 
isolating themselves in their own 
music worlds. We have entered into 
an “everyman is an island” world 
of music. What happened to sharing 
music with friends and sweethearts?  
 My own mother remembers 
when record stores were the place 
to go, in a time when (horror of 
horrors) you had to physically walk, 
drive, or bike to the record store, 
but it was worth the effort. 
 Record stores in the sixties 
were the “cool” place to hang out. 
Kids and teens went to the stores 
often and spent a lot of time there 
to score the latest record. Today, 
you can just pop onto the web and 


Say Nothing?
 Downloading Music Eliminates the Crucial Social Component of Music


Censorship: Just Say No Students: Step Up
Allowing Prior Review Represses Students’ Expression


Props


The Ecology Club- Here’s to 
anyone who’s making our gardens 
look good.


Senior Courtyard- We love the 
rest of you, but after 3 years, we 
deserve it.


Stops


Summer Being Over- Did it seem 
too short to anyone else?


BLUE- Good idea in theory- but 
who remembers what it means?


 The First 
Amendment 
gives the right 
of free speech 
to everyone, 
including 
students. And 
yet students 
in some high 
schools, 
including ours, 


are repressed from publishing 
what they wish. This is all thanks 
to the Hazelwood Standard, 
which states that the school can 
censor students if the school can 
present a reasonable educational 
justification for censorship. Some 
high schools are under what is 
known as the Tinker Standard, in 
which the school can only censor 
if the publication would cause a 
substantial material disruption of 
the school day, or invade the rights 
of others.
  High school is supposed 
to teach us our rights in the 
constitution, not deny them. We 
as Americans have a right to the 
freedom of speech, and having that 
taken away by our school systems 
is counter-productive to the rights 
the constitution gives us. School is 
supposed to teach us our rights and 
how to use them productively.  


# 1 Stop: 
No Fries At Lunch
Loy Norrix Students 
Are Tired of Having 
Incomplete Lunches. 
Here’s What  They Have 
to Say. 


 Bill number 5214 is on its way 
through the governmental system 
to be voted on by the legislature. 
This bill will eliminate prior review, 
and reverse the Hazelwood ruling 
for all students in the state of 
Michigan. Those that oppose this 
bill claim that students will abuse 
their power of free speech but the 
schools are there to teach us how to 
be professional in our publications. 
There should not be worries about 
students abusing power. Guidance 
by qualified teachers and advisors 
to write and express themselves 
legally should be provided by the 
state.
  Repressing the entire student 
body leaves many opinions 
unheard, and students start 
censoring themselves before 
they even try to get anything 
published. Censorship scares the 
students because challenging the 
administration is too complicated, 
and then certain things that are on 
the students’ mind are never voiced.
  Schools should be supportive 
of the student opinion, not 
dismissive. Ridding schools of prior 
review gives the students a more 
authentic view of real publishing 
jobs. If complaints are made about 
the newspaper’s content, it is the 
student’s fault, not the school’s.
 Students deserve their first 
amendment rights, and the schools 
should not keep students from 
practicing their right to free speech.


Renee Macdonald
Layout Editor


Point / Counter-Point


Sean Stoto
A & E Editor


      Christina Pillsbury
Opinion Editor


There is a 
grim reality 
to the world 
of student 
journalism.  
That reality 
is, of course, 
prior review.  
No student 
actually likes 


prior review, 
that’s a given.  It restricts students’ 
first amendment rights, it makes 
the printing process infinitely more 
difficult, and the school basically 
dictates what can and cannot be 
published.  Prior review just isn’t 
American.
 Students rant and rave all 
the time about this, and with 
good reason.  They blame the 
administrations and representatives 
who just don’t care about freedom 
of speech.  It’s time students look 
at the papers that don’t have prior 
review.  These papers have the 
privilege of not being reviewed 
and censored by their respective 
administrations. While that is all 
well and good, many student papers 
take advantage of this.
 Teenagers, as a general 
populous, aren’t at the peak of their 
maturity.  Many teens find things 
funny that many adults and other 
readers in general would not.  One 
example of this is satire in teen-
based publications—oftentimes the 
joke just doesn’t get through, and in 
the end somebody, or many people, 
are very offended by what has 
been said.  This is a liability to the 


school, to the students’ advisor, and to 
the students’ reputations.
 In a Michigan-based student 
newspaper, a satirical article was 
written about goth students.  In the 
article it said that all goths should 
be piled into a cannon and fired over 
to Africa so they can know the true 
meaning of suffering.  In the same 
issue, a supposedly satirical article was 
written about how the Asians had the 
great tsunami coming to them, and that 
they were using it as a pity excuse.
 The editor-in-chief of “Knight 
Life” at the time was terribly offended 
by the latter article, as it made mention 
of mass genocide, something her own 
ethnic group experienced.  She sent in 
a letter to the editor, condemning them 
for publishing such material without 
any thought to the feelings of others.  
That letter was printed, of course, but 
not in its entirety.  The editor in chief 
of the offending paper had abridged 
it, only printing the parts he chose and 
claiming that the rest was irrelevant 
whining.
 While this case is one of great 
extremes, this is the reason we have 
prior review: many students don’t 
know where to stop.  The articles 
mentioned were offensive, didn’t 
report any news, and seemed more 
like an inside joke than significant 
publications, even of satirical value.  
Nobody benefited, and people were 
hurt.
 Again, I personally support the 
abolishment of prior review, but if 
students are to have freedom of speech 
they should use it with restraint and 
reason.  If the content is going to 
needlessly offend without getting 
a significant point across, it has no 
reason to be printed at all.


Students Are Responsible for Censorship


New Student Leadership 
Opportunities- Now that the 
freshmen are all alone, they’ll have 
someone to look up to.


“It’s crazy, 
Central still has 
them [fries]- If 
they want kids 
to eat healthier, 
why would they 
only take them 
away at one 
school?”
-Ariel Spinks, 
Junior


“I like fries a 
lot. The rest of 
the food isn’t 
that good.”
-Aviona 
Gaines, 
Freshmen


Downloading
At


Norrix


264 LN students 
were polled:


•212 Students 
own iPods/Mp3 players 
(that’s 80% of surveyed 
students!)


•160 Students 
get the majority of their 
music online


•Only 40 students 
could remember the last 
time they went to a CD 
store to buy music.  


•Only 42% 
of students with Mp3 
players talk to their friends 
regularly about music.


•68%of 
Students without Mp3 
players talk to their friends 
about music regualrly.


See DOWNLOADING Page 12


Officer McDowell, Head of 
Security


“No. It takes all kind of training. 
I don’t believe teachers have the 


time. A lot of them don’t have 
the desire to go through all the 


training.”


Amar Worthy, freshman


“No, because if we can’t have 
one, they can’t have one. It is 
dangerous. What if they don’t 


like the students?”


Kami Flegel, junior


“No, because it is unsafe and 
students can find the gun and 


shoot people.”


Lashana Johnson, senior


“I don’t think so, because 
school is supposed to be a safe 


environment.


Amar 
Worthy


Kami 
Flegel


Lashana 
Johnson


PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA PILLSBURY/ KNIGHT LIFE


Officer 
McDowell








News4 November 2007


	 In	 an	 effort	 to	 encourage	
positive	behavior	both	in	and	out	of	
school,	 Loy	 Norrix	 has	 introduced	
several	 new	points	of	 emphasis	 for	
this	 school	 year.	 Positive	 Behavior	
Support,	 or	 PBS,	 is	 a	 method	 used	
generally	 in	 elementary	 or	 middle	
schools	 to	 encourage	 positive	
behavior	by	rewarding	students	who	
act	 appropriately.	Administrators	 at	
LN	 have	 introduced	 the	 acronym	
BLUE	 (Be	 there,	 Be	 ready,	 Live	
Responsibly,	 Uphold	 Respect	 and	
Integrity,	 Embrace	 Education)	 as	
the	school’s	“personalized	offshoot”	
of	 PBS,	 in	 hopes	 of	 promoting	 a	
positive	environment	for	all	students	
at	Norrix.	
		 Principal	 David	 LaPrairie	
believes	 that	 BLUE	 presents	 an	
opportunity	for	students	and	staff	to	
share	 a	 common	point	 of	 reference	
when	 it	 comes	 to	 what	 types	 of	
behaviors	are	acceptable	at	school.	
	 “BLUE	 has	 been	 introduced	
at	 Norrix	 so	 that	 staff	 and	 students	
will	 be	 able	 to	 speak	 a	 common	
language.	 I	 believe	 it	 will	 really	
help	 to	 have	 a	 common	 reference	
point	that	emphasizes	what	positive	
behaviors	 students	 should	 display,”	
said	LaPrairie.	
		 For	 the	past	 few	years	LN	has	
engaged	in	a	consistent	struggle	with	
students	 who	 display	 inappropriate	
behaviors	for	the	school	environment.	
In	 the	 past,	 these	 problems	 have	
forced	 administrators	 to	 implement	
policies	 that	 restrict	 privileges	 for	
all	 students,	 regardless	 of	 if	 they	
are	 creating	 problems	 or	 not,	 such	
as	 when	 the	 senior	 courtyard	 was	
closed	in	the	past	due	to	bad	choices	
among	some	of	the	students.	
	 This	 	 	 year	 administrators	 and	
staff	 intend	 to	 reward	 all	 students	
who	 are	 displaying	 positive	
behavior	and	to	make	sure	that	every	
student	knows	exactly	what	type	of	


Norrix Focuses on Positive Behaviors 
with New Points of Emphasis


behaviors	 are	 appropriate	 for	 the	
school	environment.	
	 Asst.	Principal	Valerie	Boggan,	
for	 the	 PIE/Bridges/Reclaiming	
Center at LN, is confident that 
BLUE	will	elicit	a	positive	response	
from	students.	
	 “I	 am	 hoping	 it	 (BLUE)	 will	
not	 only	 minimize	 poor	 choices	
and	 destructive	 behaviors,	 but	 that	
it	 will	 also	 increase	 student	 pride,	
community	 involvement,	 and	
ultimately	increase	academic	success,”	
said	Boggan.	
	 BLUE	aims	to	not	only	reward	
students	who	show	an	improvement	
in	 their	 behavior	 patterns,	 but	 also	
to	 celebrate	 those	 students	 who	
consistently	make	good	choices	and	
demonstrate	positive	behavior.	
	 “BLUE	allows	us	an	opportunity	


Emily Rooney
Editor-in-Chief 


to	 uniformly	 celebrate	 students.	
Whether	 we	 are	 talking	 about	 a	
student	 who	 makes	 poor,	 ok,	 or	
awesome	decisions,	they	all	want	to	
be	celebrated.	BLUE	gives	students	
the	right	to	take	pride	in	their	school	
and	enjoy	being	a	student	here,”	said	
Boggan.
	 As	far	as	rewards	 that	students	
can	 expect,	 LaPrairie	 states	 that	
there	 will	 be	 prizes	 and	 drawings	
similar	 to	 those	 presented	 by	 the	
Renaissance	 program	 of	 last	 year,	
as	well	as	other	yet	 to	be	disclosed	
rewards.	 Additionally,	 to	 further	
encourage	 students	 to	 uphold	
BLUE,	posters	will	be	hung	around	
the	 school	 highlighting	 some	 of	
the	 slogans	 associated	 with	 BLUE.	
These	slogans	include,	“We	Support	
our	BLUE,”	and	“Got	BLUE?”	


	Boggan	 believes	 that	 for	
BLUE	 to	 be	 successful	 at	 LN,	
students	 must	 also	 be	 involved	
in	 supporting	 it	 and	 presenting	
it	 to	 their	 peers.	 Students	 have	
the	 opportunity	 to	 join	 the	
Renaissance	 Council,	 where	
they	will	be	given	an	“outlet	for	
their	views	and	a	chance	to	give	
their	 input	 about	 BLUE	 and	
other	matters,”	said	LaPrairie.	
	Students	can	also	express	 their	
support	 of	 BLUE	 by	 making	
good	 choices.	 Senior	 Marleigh	
Hill	 is	 one	 student	 who	 has	
become	involved	in	introducing	
BLUE	 at	 our	 school,	 and	 she	
believes	it	will	help	in	bringing	
about	change	in	our	school.	
				 “BLUE	 gives	 students	
an	 easy	 way	 to	 remember	
how	 you’re	 supposed	 to	 act	
in	 school.	 I	 really	 hope	 that	
it	 will	 be	 effective	 because	 I	
believe	 some	 of	 the	 students	
at our school would benefit 
from	 learning	 some	 of	 the	
lessons	behind	BLUE.	Students	
can	 help	 promote	 BLUE	 by	
knowing	what	it	stands	for,	and	
asking	 students	 who	 are	 not	
acting	 appropriately	 to	 uphold	


the	values	BLUE	 is	 trying	 to	 teach	
them,”	said	Hill.	
				 Another	 initiative	 aimed	 at	
promoting	positive	student	behavior	
and	relationships	to	be	introduced	at	
LN	 is	 peer	 mentoring.	 The	 plan	 is	
to	pair	freshmen	students	with	older	
students	who	will	act	as	their	mentors	
and	 role	 models.	 Administrators	
are	 working	 together	 with	 Ignite;	
an	 agency	 that	 specializes	 in	 peer	
mentoring,	 to	 lay	 the	 foundations	
for	 a	program	at	LN.	Boggan	 feels	
that	peer	mentoring	has	the	potential	
to	increase	student	achievement	and	
promote	good	decisions.	
				 	“If	students	have	a	solid	start	in	
high	school	it	reduces	the	likelihood	
that	 they	 will	 drop	 out	 by	 senior	
year. Peers have more influence 
on	 their	 own	 peers	 than	 adults	 do,	


and	 they	may	be	able	 to	encourage	
a	 student	 to	 do	 the	 right	 thing	 in	 a	
difficult situation. We really want 
positive	 decisions	 to	 be	 contagious	
at	Loy	Norrix,”	said	Boggan.	
				 English	 teacher	 Anne	 Bowser	
has	 stepped	 forward	 to	 act	 as	 the	
head	 of	 the	 Ignite	 peer	 mentoring	
program	 at	 LN.		 She	 views	 peer	
mentoring	 as	 an	 important	 step	
in	 helping	 freshmen	 students	
successfully	adapt	to	high	school.
	 “The	 Freshmen	 Academy	
is	 certainly	 doing	 what	 it	 can	
academically	 to	 ensure	 their	
[freshmen	 	 students]	 success,	 but	
there	 are	 other	 components	 to	
high	 school.		 Mentors	 would	 help	
with	 these	 other	 components	 by	
presenting	 lessons	 dealing	 with	
social skills, empathy, and conflict 
resolution.		 They	 would	 act	 as	 an	
advisor	 to	 these	 students,”	 said	
Bowser.
 Hill is also confident in 
the	 ability	 of	 peer	 mentoring	 to	
accomplish	positive	things	at	LN.	
	 “I	 think	 it	 [peer	 mentoring]	
will	 build	 a	 relationship	 between	
upperclassmen	 and	 freshmen	 and	
give	freshmen	someone	they	can	go	
to	for	help	and	with	questions,”	said	
Hill.	
	 Bowser	 said	 that	 “there	 are	
definitely people interested in 
changing	 the	 environment	 in	
our	 school.”	And	 through	 the	
combined	 efforts	 of	 BLUE	 and	
peer	 mentoring,	 administrators	
and	 staff	 have	 demonstrated	 that	
they	 are	 taking	 steps	 to	 promote	
a	 positive	 and	 healthy	 learning	
environment	for	all	students.	Student	
involvement	 in	 upholding	 BLUE	
and	assisting	in	peer	mentoring	will	
further	encourage	 their	peers	 to	act	
appropriately	 and	 support	 positive	
changes	in	our	school.	


Be there, be ready Live responsibly Uphold respect & integrity Embrace education


EMILY	ROONEY/KNIGHT	LIFE


In a spoof from “Got Milk?”  teacher Sveri Stromsta May, shines bright with 
blue for her school.  May’s actions have always made a great example of 
what it means to be a member of LN and what it means to live by “Blue.” 


GOT 
BLUE ?


food	occupied	the	morning	
breakfast	array,	just	food	with	
plenty	of	vitamins	and	minerals.	
	 Nidal	Othman	talks	about	
what	it	means	to	fast.	“Remember	
God	in	this	time,	for	this	is	the	
space	during	the	year	that	he	has	
given	to	you	to	become	closer	to	
him,	and	to	seek	forgiveness.		In	
order	to	enhance	our	connection	to	
Allah we sacrifice something that 
he	has	given	to	us.	For	a	thirty-
day	period	we	do	not	eat	until	
the	sun	slips	behind	the	horizon.	
We	also	give	up	smoking,	sexual	
activities,	anything	that	would	
appear	inappropriate	in	this	holy	
time.	This	is	a	time	for	you	to	ask	
god	for	anything	and	everything.	A	
time	to	purify	the	heart	and	soul,	at	
the	end	of	Ramadan	you	go	through	
a	re-birth.	It	is	the	time	to	ask	for	


forgiveness,”	said	Nidal.
	 Saffa	explains	who	is	allowed	
to	participate	in	Ramadan.	“All	
Muslims	must	participate.	The	
exceptions	are	anyone	who	cannot	
fast	for	medical	or	health	reasons.	
You	start	after	you	are	in	puberty,	
so	around	10	or	12,”	said	Saffa.	
	 Being	in	a	public	school	does	
not	present	a	problem	for	Saffa.	“I	
have	been	participating	in	Ramadan	
for	so	long	it	is	easy	now.	If	I	ever	
feel	like	I	cannot	go	on,	I	just	ask	
God	for	help	and	he	gives	it	to	me,”	
she	said.	
	 After	Ramadan,	its	participants	
take	part	in	a	holiday	called	
Eidilfites, which is during the 


month	after	fasting.	The	
Fourth	Pillar	is	“the	
giving	of	Alms”
	 Saffa	Othman	
describes	with	deep	pride	
and	love,	the	meaning	of	
Eidilfites. “It coincides 
with	the	Fourth	Pillar.	It	
is	a	time	where	you	are	
thankful	for	what	you	
have	and	you	will	give	
to charity, which benefits 
families	in	need	all	over	
the	nation.	In	some	
countries	you	will	give	
a	certain	amount	of	your	
paycheck	because	we	all	
must	take	care	of	each	
other,”	said	Saffa.	
	 Nidal	Othman	ties	
in	the	Fourth	Pillar	to	
the	span	of	a	Muslim’s	
life.	“The	entire	point	
of	life	is	to	serve	God	
and	only	him,	you	do	
everything	to	please	him.	
On	Judgment	day	we	
are	all	resurrected	and	
we	give	to	god	our	book	
of	deeds.	Allah	doesn’t	
care	about	materialistic	
things.	All	Allah	cares	
about	is	how	you	have	
served	God	and	how	you	
have	given	to	others	and	
what significance you 
have	given	to	the	world	he	created.		
If	you	live	through	the	teachings	of	
the	Koran	you	can	do	no	wrong.”	
There	will	never	be	any	description	
of	God,	a	human	will	never	see	
him,	but	he	is	always	with	you.	
	 Similar	to	Christians,	Muslims	
believe	that	God	is	all	seeing	all	
hearing	and	he	is	always	present.	
He	is	the	creator	of	everything	and	
foresees	every	“path”	before	it	is	
created.
	 Later	Nidal	shares	that	the	
hardships	he	faces	being	a	Muslim	
in	America	temporarily	draws	him	
away	from	his	faith.	
	 “Not	that	many	people	are	
Muslim	around	Kalamazoo.	The	
temptation	to	sin	weighs	heavy	
on	my	shoulders.	Every	year	I	go	
to	Jerusalem	to	visit	the	Dome	of	
Rock,	which	is	where	the	Prophet	
Muhammad	left	this	earth	on	the	
night	journey	to	be	with	God.	After	
this	I	become	more	in	touch	and	
closer	to	God,”	said	Nidal.
	 After	breakfast	I	followed	


Nidal	down	the	long	hall	to	watch	
him	prepare	himself	for	god.	Nidal	
explained	what	he	was	about	to	do	
as	we	walked	together.	
	 “You	must	present	yourself	to	
Allah	appropriately.	I	will	dress	in	
white	for	that	is	the	color	of	honesty	
and	purity.		I	must	take	part	in	a	
physical	cleansing	process,	a	way	to	
clean	my	spirit	and	wash	away	sin.	
You	wash	your	hands,	gargle	water,	
wash	your	nose,	face,	forehead	to	
chin,	hand	to	elbow,	neck,	ear,	toes	
to	ankle	all	three	times	in	that	order,	
you	do	this	so	your	soul	is	clean.	
This	is	a	way	to	respect	Allah,”	he	
said.	
	 Intrigued	I	watch	with	deep	
respect	and	interest	as	he	silently	
mumbles	the	prayers.		Even	though	
Allah	is	always	there,	during	the	
thirty-day	period	he	is	more	a	
part	of	your	life.	Every	prayer	
during	this	period	has	a	stronger	
reward,	but	every	sin	has	a	stronger	
consequence	because	the	sky	is	
open.	


	“The	sky	is	open	everyday	
and	for	everyone;	but	the	
last	part	of	Ramadan	is	
most	sacred	so	everything	
that	you	ask	for	will	be	
heard	by	God;	he	will	help	
you	to	achieve	your	goals.	
If	you	show	perseverance	
and	effort	then	you	will	be	
helped,”	said	Saffa.	The	
last	part	of	Ramadan	is	the	
most	sacred	because	that	is	
around	the	same	time	that	
God	gave	Muhammad	the	
Koran.	
	Nidal	met	his	mother	for	
prayer.		The	Hijab	is	a	
modest	dress	that	women	
wear	that	covers	everything	
but	your	hands	and	face.	
His	mother	wore	the	Hijab,	
which	symbolizes	the	fact	
that	you	are	closer	to	god	
and	you	have	eliminated	the	
temptation	to	sin	by	living	
more	strictly.	The	more	you	
do	for	God	the	more	he	will	
do	for	you.	
	The	Hijab	is	a	promise,	
once	you	put	it	on	there	is	
no	going	back.	By	wearing	
the	Hijab	you	are	saying	
that	I	am	not	available.	This	
removes	the	temptation	for	
a	man	to	sin	by	obtaining	


a	sexual	thought	about	the	women	
wearing	the	dress.	The	Hijab	covers	
all	of	their	body.	This	will	force	
a	man	to	fall	in	love	with	your	
smarts,	not	your	body.	Men	can	
now	appreciate	you	and	not	look	
at	you	as	a	sex	object.	You	wear	
it	when	you	are	in	the	presence	of	
someone	other	than	your	family.		
	 Meticulous	designs	danced	
around	on	top	of	the	beautiful	
prayer	mats	that	were	lying	in	front	
of	Nidal	and	his	mother.	From	an	
outsiders	point	of	view	this	event	
was	one	of	the	most	beautiful	and	
serene	things	I	have	every	looked	
upon,	a	true	honor.	
	 The	Second	Pillar	is	“to	pray	
five times a day.” Islam is a very 
personal	religion	meaning	that	
there	is	nothing	in	between	you	
and God such as a priest figure or 
a Pope figure. Praying can be done 
anywhere	just	as	long	as	you	are	
facing	Mecca.	
	 Mecca	is	the	holy	city	for	all	
Muslims	located	in	Saudi	Arabia.	


“Every year I go to Jerusalem 
to visit the Dome of Rock, 


which is where the Prophet 
Muhammad left this earth 


on the night journey to
 be with God. After this I 


become more in touch and 
closer to God “


-Nidal Othman 


LN Student and Family Participate in Ramadan


Left to right: Khamisch and Nidal Othman take part in 
the first prayer (Salat al-fajr) in their living room with the 
quiet humm of the Islamic channel on the television.
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RAMADAN Continued from page 1
You	have	the	choice	to	pray	in	a	
Mosque,	which	is	the	equivalent	to	
a	church	except	the	services	are	not	
conducted	by	anyone.	You	go	there	
and	are	with	God	in	whatever	way	
you	are	most	comfortable.	Even	
though	there	are	guidelines,	it	is	
still flexible in the sense that no one 
can	tell	you	how	to	be	with	Allah.	
Islam	is	very	straight	forward,	no	
hidden	agenda.	You	get	out	what	
you	put	in.	
	 Family	and	where	you	live	
affect	your	life	as	a	Muslim.	Living	
in	America,	the	Islamic	laws	aren’t	
as	strict.	Saffa’s	family	is	on	the	
liberal	side,	which	means	the	
cultural	differences	of	the	Islamic	
way	compared	to	the	“American”	
way will not greatly influence their 
life	in	America.	They	have	kept	
very	true	and	connected	to	their	
religion	but	have	left	room	to	exist	
comfortably	within	the	modern	
world.		
	 The	Fifth	Pillar	is	“a	
pilgrimage	to	Mecca,”	the	most	
holy	of	lands.	After	your	pilgrimage	
you	par-take	in	a	re-birth,	a	new	life	
as	a	Muslim	closer	to	god.	Saffa’s	
mother	will	make	that	pilgrimage	to	
Mecca	this	year.	


 


The Islamic religion is the 
second largest Religion in 


the world and is a very young 
religion, starting in the 6th 
century.


There are 5,259,000 Muslims 
living in America.


There are 1.84 billion Muslims in 
the world. 


Michigan has the 6th highest 
population of Muslims 
in the USA with 170,000. 


For more information about 
Muslims and the Islamic faith 
vistit www.islamiccity.com


Numbers
for 


knowledge
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	 I’ve	
been	feeling	
increasingly	
dissatisfied 
with	the	society	
I	live	in.		As	
cliché	and	
angst-ridden	
as	that	may	
sound,	I	am	
actually	quite	
distressed	with	


what	our	main	
function	as	people	has	become.		
This	main	function	deprives	us	of	
all	individuality,	creativity,	self-
awareness,	and	humanity.		This	
main	function	leaves	us	at	the	
mental,	and	oftentimes	emotional,	
state	of	what	is	commonly	known	
as	a	zombie.
	 We	as	Americans	exist	solely	
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Put Down the Money and Pick Up a Paintbrush
to	consume.		We	consume	goods,	
services,	commodities,	anything	
that	is	advertised	at	us.		It	isn’t	like	
we	can	help	it.		We	are	raised	this	
way.		Our	parents	teach	us,	our	
schools	teach	us,	and	it’s	reinforced	
in	popular	media.
	 As	a	citizen	of	the	United	
States,	you	are	hardly	considered	
successful	unless	you	make	large	
sums	of	money.		Examples	of	such	
citizens	include	Donald	Trump,	
Bill	Gates,	Conrad	Hilton,	and	any	
popular	mainstream	rapper.		They	
are	known	more	for	their	money	
than	they	are	for	their	empirical	
corporations	or	corporate	backing.		
They	are	known	for	being	able	to	
consume	more	than	the	average	
citizen.
	 Money	is	the	motivation	for	
many	people	to	attend	college	and	
graduate	school.		Society	dictates	
that	if	we	don’t	get	a	higher	
education,	we’ll	be	poor	and	on	
the	streets,	without	any	money	to	


buy	the	things	we	supposedly	need.		
Not	that	gaining	an	education	is	
problematic,	but	it’s	tragic	that	it	
is	used	as	merely	an	obstacle	to	
obtain	a	fortune.		We’ve	lost	the	
will	to	learn	for	the	sake	of	self-
betterment.		We’ve	lost	the	desire	
to	read.		We’ve	become	so	balled	
up	in	our	own	desire	for	so-called	
worldly	goods	that	we	have	lost	
sight	of	why	we	really	exist	as	
human	beings.
	 Public	schooling	is	partially	
responsible	for	this.		Even	Dr.	
Michael	Rice,	Kalamazoo	Public	
Schools’	new	superintendent,	stated	
that	high	school	should	merely	
be	a	stepping	stool	to	the	college	
world.  I find some flaw in that.  
Public	schooling	should	enforce	
individuality	and	creativity.		There	
should	be	more	focus	on	art	classes	
than	economic	classes,	more	focus	
on	creative	writing	classes	than	
Education	for	Employment	classes.
	 I	don’t	want	to	be	educated	


as	to	how	to	work	in	the	dreary	
business	world;	I	want	to	learn	how	
to	paint	it!
	 The	responsibility	shouldn’t	
fall	squarely	on	public	schools,	
however.		Also	culpable	is	the	


overall	outlook	of	poetry	and	art	
in	modern	society.		Artists	are	all	
too	commonly	though	of	as	good-
for-nothings	who	don’t	contribute	
to	society	or	our	democracy.		If	it	
comes	down	to	that,	then	bollocks	
to	our	democracy!		I’d	much	rather	
our	culture	be	one	of	beauty	and	
open-mindedness	than	be	one	


where	our	decisions	don’t	matter	
and	every	puppet	we	vote	for	is	the	
same.
	 This	is	all	a	dream,	though.		
I	know,	of	course,	that	an	entire	
culture	of	artists	isn’t	possible.		
A	more	forceful	culture	would	
undoubtedly	take	over,	and	we’d	be	
back	to	square	one.
	 The	only	real	mid-range	
solution	I	can	see	to	this	social	
quandary	is	to	have	our	schools	
educate	more	in	the	arts.		We	have	
enough	people	living	standard	lives,	
where	they	school	throughout	half	
their	life,	get	a	job,	and	retire	to	the	
day	home.		If	more	artists	existed	
in	our	country	and	more	people	
accepted	art	as	a	meaningful	entity	
then	we’d	live	in	a	much	freer	
nation.


Freaking out because of a grade? Worried about college? Just plain stressed 
out? Do not worry, you are not alone. There are thousands of teens feeling the 
same anxiety and stress, but they do not know how to handle it. Here are a few 
quick and easy steps to help decrease stress.


How To: 
Decrease Stress


Rachel Stuut
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1 2


3 4


5


Exercise! It will make you 
look and feel great.


Avoid overdoing the soda 
intake. You might feel the  
effects of the caffiene, but 
it won’t last forever.


Eat a healthy meal regularly. 
Your body will thank you.


Think positively. No one 
likes a party pooper.  


Have a group of friends you 
can talk to. Do not keep 
things bottled up.


Mateo Hernandez
Guest Writer


Why Watch Television 
When...


TV	is	a	waste	of	
time.	Back	when	I	
was	little	there	were	
good	shows	that	were	
worth	waking	up	at	
six	in	morning	on	a	
Saturday	to	watch,	
but	these	days	the	
shows	are	just	getting	
stupider	by	the	
minute.	There	are	too	


many	lame	reality	shows	to	even	count.	
	 Most	drama	shows	are	not	very	good	
either.	Personally	the	only	show	I	go	out	of	
my	way	to	watch	is	“House”	since	it	is	a	
compelling	and	unpredictable	show,	other	
than	that	I	do	not	turn	on	the	TV	to	watch	
anything.	
	 Some	shows	like	“Prison	Break”	I	
used	to	watch	but	then	it	just	got	to	be	lame	
because	it	was	just	disaster	after	disaster,	
which	just	got	boring.	Some	shows	are	not	
that	bad,	but	they	are	not	good	enough	for	me	
to	waste	half	an	hour	of	my	life.	The	things	
our	kids	are	watching	these	days!	It’s	rotting	
our	children’s	minds.
	 Kids’	shows	disappoint	me,	all	the	
remakes	of	certain	shows	like	“Power	
Rangers”	and	“Pokemon.”	I	remember	
watching	good	shows	when	I	was	a	toddler	
like		“Little	Bear,”	and	“Arthur.”	Then	when	
I	was	a	little	older	I	would	watch	“Digimon,”	


and	“Gundam	Wing.”	Those	were	good	
shows.	But	shows	like	“Spongebob”	just	
deplete	our	children’s	intelligence	with	
its	characters	like	Patrick	Star,	and	its	
meaningless	humor.	
	 The	only	other	reason	I	will	turn	
the	TV	on	for	(if	not	“House”)	is	to	
watch	the	History	or	the	Discovery	
channel,	because	not	only	do	I	learn	
new	things,	most	the	stuff	they	show	
is	really	interesting,	like	all	the	special	
documentaries	on	World	War	II,	and	


ancient	Greece.
	 So	instead	of	wasting	hours	of	your	
life	watching	pointless,	un-educational	
television,	get	up	and	play	a	video	game,	
exercise	your	mind	that	way,	or	read	a	
book.	There	are	plenty	of	great	books	
out	there	that	are	more	interesting	than	a	
show.	Or	you	could	even	take	a	walk,	I	
know	it	sounds	crazy,	but	it	can	actually	
be	fun.
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difficult to bypass. Although he has enough 
excitement	about	vinyl	records	to	share	
with	10	people,	he	is	in	the	minority.	A		
recent	poll	at	Loy	Norrix	shows	that	about	
81%	of	students	primarily	download	their	
music	online.	Most	of	these	students	cannot	
remember	the	last	time	they	bought	music	in	
a store. Instant-gratification has eliminated 
the	thrill	of	the	hunt,	and	the	social	factor	so	
many	other	Americans	enjoy.	
	 So	has	the	seclusion	inherent	in	
downloading	music	ruined	the	experience	
for	today’s	music	lover?	Although	many	
people	argue	that	iPods	are	more	convenient	


and	a	trendier	form	of	music	in	our	instant-
gratification society, maybe some don’t want 
their	music	instant	and	small.	Some	people	
like	lugging	their	boom-box	above	their	head	
to	lure	the	girl	of	their	dreams.	Some	people	
like	the	“inconvenience”	of	walking	to	the	
record	store	with	their	friends	to	see	if	the	
latest	album	is	in	stock.	Some	people	like	
their	music	Flat,	Black	and	Circular.	If	you	
still want all of your music to fit in the palm 
of	your	hand,	I	suggest	you	take	a	trip	to	
an	independent	music	store-	-	you	may	just	
become	a	regular.	


Downloading Music 


 But shows like ‘Spongebob’ 
just deplete our children’s 


intelligence with its 
characters like Patrick Star, 


and its meaningless humor.  


DOWNLOADING continued from page 11


We’ve lost the will to 
learn for the sake of self-
betterment.  We’ve lost 


the desire to read for the 
absolute hell of it.	
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This is Music: 
Shoegaze
	 Sitting	alone	in	a	simple	
wooden	chair	in	an	empty	white	
room,	you	close	your	eyes.		You	
suddenly	hear	a	faint	scratching:	
a	fuzzy	sound	like	a	broken	
television.		It	starts	to	grow	louder	
and	louder,	and	you	can	hear	the	
wind	blowing	through	trees	with	
the	sound	quality	of	a	movie	from	
1950.		Suddenly	the	room	lights	up	
and	you’re	bombarded	with	many	
different colored flowers, coming 
from	all	directions.		The	walls	
around	you	start	to	paint	themselves	
Day-Glo	colors	and	your	chair	
shrinks	from	under	you.		You’re	
assaulted	by	a	wall	of	sound;	
Beautiful,	melodic	sound.
 You just listened to your first 
shoegaze	record.
	 If	the	idea	of	shoegaze	is	still	
as	blurry	as	the	music	itself	(and	
shoegaze	certainly	is	blurry),	then	
think	of	it	this	way:	One	day	a	few	
Irish	rockers	decided	to	add	a	lot	
of	distortion	to	their	guitars,	and	
with	it	a	lot	of	feedback.		This	was	
the	birth	of	the	band	My	Bloody	
Valentine, the first shoegaze band.  
In	their	music	they	used	a	lot	of	
fuzzy	sounds,	from	their	symbol-
crazed	drums	to	their	twangy	bass,	
to	their	shimmering	and	oftentimes	
overbearing	guitar.		What	they	
created	was	a	wall	of	sound.
	 The	shoegaze	sound	is	
typically defined by two rhythm 
guitars	playing	steady,	droning	
melodies	with	many	different	
effects.		This	creates	a	moody,	
troubled, almost fluid sound.  While 
My	Bloody	Valentine	used	live	
drumming,	many	other	shoegaze	
bands	relied	on	their	guitar,	synth,	
and	bass,	using	a	drum	machine	
in	both	recording	and	during	live	
performances.		Vocals	are	usually	
very	low-toned,	and	subdued	by	the	
streaming	guitar.
	 One	shoegaze	unit	that	used	
primarily	drum	machines	was	
the	seldom-spoken	of	Seefeel.		
Spurred	on	by	the	spacey,	chiming	
synthesizers	of	the	1980s,	this	
group	turned	to	faster-paced	
shoegaze	music,	layering	synth	
after	synth	after	guitar,	and	
balanced	it	all	out	with	a	steady	
drum	machine	beat	and	pulsing	bass	
guitar.
	 A	trait	shown	in	many	
shoegaze	bands,	including	Seefeel,	
is	the	echoing	vocals.		To	get	this	
effect,	the	microphone	would	be	
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put	through	delay	and	reverberation	
effect	pedals.		What	this	does	is	
layers	the	vocals	on	an	even	plane	
with	the	synth	and	guitar	tracks.
	 Slowdive	is	one	band	that	
utilized	the	enhanced	vocals	more	
than	others,	and	kept	their	music	at	
a	fair	balance	between	the	over-
saturated	Seefeel	and	the	primal	
My	Bloody	Valentine.		Slowdive,	
a	British	band	that	reined	in	the	
early	90s,	was	a	dream	on	stage.		
They	used	live	drumming,	and	
overly	distorted	guitar,	much	like	
My	Bloody	Valentine,	but	they	
kept	the	guitars	toned	down	and	
let	the	synth	be	ever-present	and	
flowing, like water through your 
ears	and	across	your	eyes.		Between	
their	instrumentals	and	their	vocals	
streaming	from	all	directions,	they	
colored	the	stage	with	pastels	and	
put	their	audience	in	a	state	of	
euphoria.
	 Of	course,	every	good	band	
needs influences.  The influences 
of	shoegaze	span	many	different	
genres,	from	post-punk	to	noise-
rock	to	dreampop.		One	band	
that	made	a	huge	impact	on	the	
genre, basically defining the guitar 
patterns,	is	The	Jesus	and	Mary	
Chain.		TJMC	are	a	feedback-
driven	alternative	rock	group	that	
debuted	in	the	mid-80s	and	put	
out	albums	until	the	mid-90s.		
They’re	more	aggressive	than	many	
shoegaze	bands,	but	they	have	the	
same	desperate	feel.
 Another huge influence on 
shoegaze	is	the	dreampop	band	
Cocteau	Twins.		They	used	
shimmering	synthesizers,	creating	
a	rainy,	sparkling	atmosphere.		
They	primarily	inspired	bands	like	
Slowdive,	Lush,	and	Angelhead,	all	
of	whom	used	a	lot	of	synth.
	 The	actual	term	shoegaze	
comes	from	a	particular	scene	in	
London,	where	many	of	the	artists	
formerly	mentioned	would	do	just	
what	the	name	implies:	They’d	
gaze	at	their	shoes	as	they	played	
their	instruments.		There	were	many	
theories	as	to	why	the	bands	did	
this.		Some	say	it	was	so	that	they’d	
be	able	to	resist	jumping	around,	
some	say	it	was	because	they	were	
as	dreary	as	their	songs	implied,	
and	some	say	it	was	for	the	sake	of	
stage	presence.		Regardless	of	their	
reasons,	the	shoegaze	bands	started	
something	beautiful	in	the	clubs	
they	played	in	that	has	inspired	
many	bands	in	the	mainstream	
today.


LNHS Freshman Stars 
in Disney’s
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	 Over	the	course	of	September	
8th	and	9th,	the	Muzzi	dance	studio	
was	packed	with	200	kids	between	
the	ages	of	nine	to	18	years	old	all	
hoping	to	participate	in	Disney’s	
High	School	Musical	(HSM)	to	be	
performed	at	the	Kalamazoo	Civic	
Theater.		Out	of	those	200	people,	
38	actors	were	cast,	along	with	a	
band	of	four	people.	Local	actors	
got	really	excited	about	the	show.	
	 Loy	Norrix	freshman	Kasey	
Meiseri	got	cast	as	the	lead,	
Gabriella	Montez.	Meisheri	was	
excited	and	surprised	when	she	
found	she	would	be	playing	
Gabriella	Montez.
	 “I	was	in	my	house	in	front	
of	the	computer.	When	I	saw	my	
name	up	there	[on	the	company	
list]	I	screamed.	I	called	my	mom	
and	she	screamed.	At	auditions	I	
really	didn’t	think	I	would	make	it	
because	I	thought	that	there	were	a	
lot	of	people	who	were	better	than	
me,”	said	Meisheri.			
	 Christina	Pillsbury,	a	senior	
at	Loy	Norrix	high	school	and	the	
stage	manager	of	HSM,	also	helped	
with	casting.
	 “She	[Meisheri]	has	a	very	
innocent	quality	about	her	voice,	
that’s	important	about	the	character	
of	Gabriella,”	said	Pillsbury.		
“HSM	auditions	had	the	biggest	
turnout	that	I	have	ever	seen,”	said	
Pillsbury	who	has	been	an	active	
member	of	Civic	Youth	Theater		
since	age	nine.
	 Meisheri	was	nervous	and	
excited	about	being	in	the	show,	
that first rehearsal was a little 
nerve-racking	for	her.
   “The first rehearsal included 
the	company,	and	they	had	our	
scripts	set	out	on	our	chair	with	our	


name	on	it.	Then	everyone	stood	
up	and	introduced	themselves.		So	
that’s when I figured out who I was 
working	with.	I	was	nervous	and	
excited	thinking	about	what	would	
happen	next,	wondering	if	we	were	
going	to	get	along	and	everything	
like	that,”	said	Meisheri.	
	 Chemistry	is	always	an	issue	in	
the	entertainment	business	for	non	
solo	performers.	Pillsbury	agrees	
and	believes	that	the	cast	of	HSM	
has	good	chemistry.	
	 “They	all	like	each	other	a	
lot	they’re	working	together	very	
well.	Tim	[the	actor	who	plays	Troy	
Bolton,	the	lead	guy]	and	Kasey	
have	gret	chemistry,”	said	Pillsbury.
		 Meisheri	is	not	the	only	Loy	
Norrix	student	in	HSM,	freshman	
Estefan	Kizer	plays	a	Jock.		
Meisheri	knows	him	from	middle	
school	choir,	and	has	fun	working	
with	him.
	 “He	[Kizer]	is	a	character,	he	


just	makes	you	crack	up	all	the	
time.		I	knew	him	in	middle	school,	
we	were	in	the	same	choir,	and	he	
would	always	make	all	of	these	
crazy	faces	when	he	sings,	and	
over	exaggerate	everything.		It’s	
fun	working	with	him,	he’s	very	
talented,”	said	Meisheri.		
	 Pillsbury	and	Meisheri	both	
agree	that	HSM	is	a	little	cheesy.		
	 “If	you	ignore	the	fact	that	
it’s	just	cheese,	it’s	fun.	It’s	fun	to	
be	cheesy,”		Pillsbury	continues,	
“That’s	the	thing	about	this	show,	
there	are	the	preteen	and	younger	
kids	who	really	want	to	be	in	it.		
The	big	kids	are	interested	in	the	
tech.		It’s	gonna	be	big,	they’re	
pulling	out	the	big	stuff	[technical	
stuff]	so	the	older	kids	can	be	into	it	
that	way,”	said	Pillsbury.		


Albums to Check Out


“Nowhere” by Ride


“They Live We Sleep” by 
Brief Candles


“Loveless” by 
My Bloody Valentine


“Psychocandy” by 
The Jesus and Mary Chain


“Treasure” by 
Cocteau Twins


“Quique” by Seefeel


“Souvlaki” by Slowdive


“Spooky” by Lush


	 This	review	is	weighing	in	on	the	most	
unappreciated,	underrated	game	of	all	time.	This	
epic	title	has	numerous	sequels	and	spin-offs.	The	
game	I	am	talking	about	is	“Dynasty	Warriors.”	This	
game	is	pure	nonsensical	button-mashing	fury.	Some	
people	might	argue	that	“Dynasty	Warriors”	is	one	
dimensional.		They	would	be	completely	and	utterly	
correct.
	 This	game	takes	all	the	guess	work	out	of	playing	
video	games.	The	game	can	actually	be	summed	up	
on	one	sentence:	All	you	do	if	run	around	cutting	folk.		
That	is	it.		There	is	really	nothing	else	to	it.
	 However,	you	can	collect	different	advantageous	
items	and	more	powerful	weapons,	but	your	true	
purpose	in	the	game	is	to	smash-o-late	as	many	
enemies	as	possible.
	 Personally,	I	believe	“Dynasty	Warriors”	to	be	
therapeutic.  If I have had a bad day at the office, I can 
switch	on	my	Xbox	and	beat	the	daylights	out	of	virtual	
people.		This	activity	allows	me	to	cool	down	so	that	
I	do	not	choke	the	next	person	that	rubs	me	the	wrong	
way.		Basically,	“Dynasty	Warriors”	should	win	a	huge	
award	for	the	best	game	ever	made.


Virtual Recognition


	 Bungie’s	release	of	Halo	3	made	video	game	
history.	Over	one	million	copies	were	reserved	by	
September	2007.	With	all	this	hype	many	fans	were	
worried	if	the	game	would	live	up	to	its	name.	Halo	3	
did	just	that.	
	 First	of	all,	those	playing	the	campaign	will	
probably	notice	that	many	of	the	levels	look	strangely	
familiar.	Much	of	the	map	designs	were	taken	and	
upgraded	from	the	original	Halo.
	 The	new	controls	are	smoother	and	allow	players	
to	play	with	even	higher	skill	than	before.	
	 When	starting	a	split	screen	co-op	campaign	game	
in	HDMI,	do	not	be	alarmed	when	you	notice	that	your	
screen	shrinks	slightly,	this	is	due	to	the	pixel	setting	
of	HDMI,	but	players	playing	in	default	or	HD	settings	
will	not	experience	this.	
 At first when playing the multiplayer maps it 
seems	that	they	would	not	work	out	well,	but	after	
playing	a	few	matchmaking	rounds	they	worked	just	
fine. 
	 There	is	an	array	of	new	weapons,	vehicles,	and	
other	new	things	about	Halo	3	that	are	available	for	you	
to	discover	by	yourself.


Two veteran videogamers from Loy Norrix High School 
weigh in on recent releases and old favorites


Mateo Hernandez
Guest Writer


In the Dynasty Wrriors series you can rack up dozens and 
sometimes hudreds of KOs.


Master Chief: A Hero for the Ages


Casey Meisheri, who is portraying Gabriela, takes a minute away from her 
books to look at Timothy Hill, a co-star playing Troy.


High School Musical


Jacob Tanner
Guest Writer


Dynasty Warriors 5


Halo 3


October	26th	thru	November	4th	
at	the	Kalamazoo	Civic	Theater.		
Call	343	-	1313	for	ticket	info.


BEN	ZYLMAN/	CIVIC	DIRECTOR	OF	MARKETING
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	 The	aroma	of	chlorine	lingers	
in	the	humid	air	of	the	pool	at	
Loy	Norrix	High	School.		Just	
before	the	start	of	afternoon	swim	
practice, fifteen girls sing along to 
the	popular	Bowling	for	Soup	song	
“1985,”	a	chart-topper	from	a	few	
years	back.
	 The	women’s	swim	team	
is	always	looking	for	new	
participants,	but	more	importantly	
they	must	show	dedication	and	
heart,	whether	or	not	they	have	
swam	competitively	before.		
	 The	Lady	Knights	are	
demonstrating	perseverance	and	
commitment	to	the	team	despite	a	
decline	in	participants,	dropping	
from	30	swimmers	in	the	2006	
season	to	only	15	in	the	2007	
season.		Junior	Martha	Alves	does	
not	mind	the	small	numbers.
	 “It’s	always	nice	to	have	more	
girls	on	the	swim	team.		As	long	as	
everyone	enjoys	being	on	the	swim	
team	there’s	not	much	to	change,”	
said	Alves,	
	 Despite	low	numbers	in	
participation	this	year,	the	Loy	
Norrix	women’s	swim	team	is	
having	a	successful	season,	but	they	
are	measuring	success	in	a	different	
kind	of	way.		The	team	has	a	motto	
this year, “Unity.”  With only fifteen 
participants	on	the	2007	team,	the	
girls	have	spent	a	lot	of	time	getting	
to	know	each	other	and	are	ditching	
the	several	cliques	that	formed	
during	the	previous	swim	season.
	 	The	Lady	Knights	are	striving	
to	become	successful	personally.		
Keeping	this	in	mind,	the	swimmers	
are	hoping	to	place	higher	in	swim	
meets	through	more	individual	


training.		With	fewer	ladies	
swimming	this	year,	there	is	more	
time	to	train	in	individual	events.		
This	is	especially	important	for	
the	new	freshmen	currently	on	the	
swim	team.
	 The	bond	of	the	women’s	
swim	team	this	year	is	especially	
intriguing	to	newcomer,	freshman	
Claire	Jung,	who	was	excited	about	
the	swim	team’s	spontaneous	trip	to	
Cedar	Point	this	year.	
	 “Going	to	Cedar	Point	was	a	
good	way	to	get	to	know	people	
outside	of	school.		There’s	a	team	
tradition	to	go	to	South	Haven.		We	
were	on	a	walk	and	discussed	how	
many	of	us	had	never	been	to	Cedar	
Point,	so	we	decided	to	go	there	
instead,”	said	Jung.
	 Jung	is	enthusiastic	about	
meeting	upper	classmen	on	the	
swim	team	and	getting	to	know	
all	of	the	girls	a	little	bit	better.		
Incoming	freshmen	especially	may	
find it intimidating and difficult to 
meet	new	students	at	a	new	school.		
Jung	thought	that	joining	the	swim	
team	would	be	a	great	way	to	make	
friends	before	the	2007-2008	school	
year	began.
	 The	dedication	of	this	year’s	
swim	team	is	one	of	the	primary	
foundations	for	the	team.		With	
morning	practices	beginning	at	
5:30 a.m., some students may find 
this early practice difficult and 
uninviting,	losing	the	interest	of	
prospective	swimmers.		However,	
the	young	ladies	are	looking	
past	the	early	practice	in	order	
to	improve	their	individual	skills	
as	they	strive	to	become	better	
athletes.
 “Everybody has definitely 
improved	a	lot,	especially	our	
newbies.  They’re definitely 


Spirited Lady Knight Swim 
Team Battles Low Numbers


Kristen Wehling
News Editor


Name: Mark Denenfeld
Grade: Senior
Sport: Tennis


Name: Sydney Kelpin
Grade: Junior


Sport: Golf


Name: Derrick Scott
Grade: Senior


Sport: Football


Peak Performers in Sports


 
 
 Derrick Scott, a senior at Loy Norrix, is a star on the football field.  He has played on Loy Norrix’s football 
team for four years, two on varsity, and is a starting wide receiver this year.  Scott is very dedicated to the team 
and doesn’t have much free time.  Whether it is going to practice, doing schoolwork or helping out around his 
house, Scott is always busy. 
 To prepare in the off season he runs track to keep in shape, lifts weights and works on his fundamentals.  
Scott hopes to continue to play in college by starting off at Grand Rapids Community College and working his 
way up to Michigan State .  He encourages LN’s team to continue to grow and get stronger.
 “If you don’t play [on the team], come out and try, especially if you have some talent.  For the kids who do 
play just keep working hard and get better,” said Scott. 
 Scott admits to being very aggressive on the field and has already made two touchdowns this season 


            
 Junior Sydney Kelpin plays the number one spot on Loy Norrix’s varsity golf team.  This is her third year 
participating and she has high goals to achieve before she graduates.  This year Kelpin placed seventh in Cen-
tral Division.
 “I want to make all-conference next year,” Kelpin said.
 She hopes to follow in the footsteps of her older brother,  senior Barrett Kelpin. 
 Kelpin enjoys playing on the golf team and even though the team doesn’t win often she still has a lot of 
fun. 
 Kelpin’s favorite part of being on the golf team is riding in the vans to and from matches and making jokes 
with her best friends, who are also on the team.  Despite all the jokes and fun at practice she still manages to 
get down to  business.
 “You’re not going to improve if you don’t practice, so I try to play as much as I can,” said Kelpin.
 With all of her efforts and commitment to the team Kelpin hopes that she’ll improve for next year and will 
be very successful.


 Mark Denenfeld is a four year varsity tennis player and has been competing since he was a young child.  
He plays the top position, won singles, and has only lost four matches this season.  The Loy Norrix’s team re-
cord for this year is 7-3-2 which Denenfeld is very proud of.
 “We’ve done surprisingly well,” Denenfeld said, “we lost a couple of key members from last year,” he added. 
 Denenfeld does not play any other sports so he is able to dedicate most of his time towards tennis.  In the 
spring he competes in many USTA competitions, always trying to better his game.  Denenfeld plans to con-
tinue his tennis career in college but as of right now he is unsure of where.
 


Jocelyn Hillard
Guest Writer


	 Seasons	are	not	the	only	thing	
to	change	for	Loy	Norrix	sports	this	
year.	Along	with	season	changes,	
new	academic	eligibility	policies	
have	been	introduced.	Norrix	now	
requires	a	2.5	grade	point	average	
to	participate	in	sports,	up	from	2.0.
Eligibility has been modified in the 
hopes	of	raising	the	GPA	for	student	
athletes	involved	in	high	school
sports.
	 These	changes	are	an	initiative	
made	by	both	of	the	Kalamazoo	
Public	School’s	high	school	athletic
directors	and	the	KPS	director	
of	secondary	education,	Timon	
Kendall.
	 Andrew	Laboe,	LN’s	Athletic	
Director,	believes	the	eligibility	
change	will	help	students	get	ready	
for	graduation	and	college.
	 “[The	decision	was	made]	
in	order	to	prepare	students	to	be	
ready	to	use	the	Promise,”	said	
Laboe.
	 He	also	hopes	to	see	an	
improvement	in	grades.	“Especially	
with	the	freshman	class...we	expect	
it	[GPA’s]	overall	to	be	higher,”	said	
Laboe.
	 Although	some	athletes	may	
benefit from these new policies, 
others	feel	that		the	Academic	
Achievement	Center,	the	after	
school	tutoring	program,	is	more	of	
a	nuisance	than	a	help.


Norrix Sports Raises 
Academic Eligibility


	 Freshman	Lauren	McGlinn	is	
disappointed	with	the	mandatory	
AAC	tutoring.		“[It’s]	like	getting	
punished	for	not	doing	anything	
wrong.	They	should	take	into	
consideration	our	middle	school	
grades,”	said	McGlinn,	a	varsity	
cross	country	runner.	She	also	
critiqued	the	AAC	requirement.	
“We	don’t	get	a	lot	done	in	an	
hour.”
	 AAC	creates	a	disadvantage	
for	athletes	who	practice	right	after	
school,	and	it	causes	them	to	lose	
valuable	practice	time.	“We	have	
three	freshmen,”	said	McGlinn,	
“We	don’t	get	the	same	workout	as	


Jana Graudins
Copy Editor


showing	a	lot	of	heart,”	said	senior	
Rebecca	Dinges,	a	captain	of	the	
swim	team.	
	 In	terms	of	seeking	out	new	
swimmers	for	the	team,	Dinges	
recommends	it	to	“anybody	who	
has	got	heart	and	dedication.”		
	 Swim	coach	Paul	Mahar	is	
open	to	taking	in	more	swimmers,	
but	only	those	who	are	willing	to	
commit.
	 “Always,	always,	always,	
always.		I	will	take	anybody	who	is	
dedicated	and	has	a	beating	heart,”	
said	Mahar.			
	 The	switch-over	of	sports	
seasons,	effected	by	the	Title	IX	
ruling	earlier	this	year,	has	affected	
the	team,	forcing	some	former	
swimmers	to	choose	between	
swimming	and	golf	for	instance.		
Participation	has	decreased	due	
to	this	change	in	the	seasons,	but	
valuable	bonding	experiences	have	
emerged.		The	ladies	hope	that	
this	time	together	along	with	more	
practice	will	help	in	preparation	
for	conference	in	the	fall.		Alves	
is	happy	with	the	swim	team’s	
progress	this	year.
	 “We	have	good	team	unity	this	
year,”	said	Alves,	optimistically.		
“We’re	not	necessarily	winning	
meets	but	everyone	is	improving	
their	times	and	everyone	is	just	
having	a	lot	of	fun.”
	 Coach	Paul	Mahar	is	extremely	
happy	with	the	team	this	year.		He	
constantly	smiles	at	the	swimmers	
and	laughs	at	their	humor.	
	 “I’m	just	so	happy	with	this	
team,”	said	Mahar.		“In	terms	of	
wins	and	losses	this	will	probably	
be	our	worst	season,	but	it	will	
probably	be	one	of	the	best	
seasons	because	of	the	attitude	and	
dedication	of	the	girls.”


“[It’s] like getting 
punished for not doing 
anything wrong.”
 -Lauren McGlinn


the	team.”
	 There	are	positives	and	
negatives	to	the	new	policies	
enacted	this	year.	According	to	
Laboe,	the	program	is	too	new	to	
judge	whether	it	is	working	or	not.	
Tutoring	is	likely	to	help	students	
raise	their	grades	and	focus	more	
on	academics.	However,	for	some	
it	seems	unnecessary	to	have	AAC	
mandatory	for	all	freshman	athletes.


KRISTEN	WEHLING/KNIGHT	LIFE


Members of the women’s swim team do pull sets to strengthen their arms.  Pull sets are an exercise that involve the use 
of paddles which attach to the hands to help work the arms harder and define the stroke.


Freshman, Cassandra Morales helps Hannah Flemming with math. The two 
often go to AAC for extra help.


ANGELO	MURRAY/KNIGHT	LIFE








Knight Life
The Voice of Loy Norrix High School


Loy Norrix High School, 606 E. Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo MI 49001 Volume 48 / Issue 1 /November , 2007


NEWS BRIEFS


INDEX
News........................1-4


Feature.....................5-6


A & E........................7-9


Opinion.....................10-12


Comics.....................13


Sports......................14-16


WHAT’S HAPPENING


	 “I’m	no	war	hero.	I	didn’t	save	
any	lives	and	I	didn’t	take	any.	I	
merely	occupied	their	[Iraq’s]	space	
for	a	year,”	said	Loy	Norrix	class	of	
2005	graduate	Shaun	Larimer.	
	 Although	now	he	is	back	home	
and	living	a	life	that	he	considers	to	
be	a	dream,	less	than	two	months	
ago	Larimer	was	experiencing	most	
people’s	nightmare.	For	one	year,	
while	most	of	America	was	safe	at	
home,	either	despising	the	war	or	
cheering	on	Bush	and	the	troops,	
Larimer	was	living	it.	Larimer	
experienced	what	no	one	except	a	
soldier	can	imagine;	he	lived	in	a	
foreign	war	zone	as	an	American	
soldier.	
	 For	the	first	six	months	of	his	
service,	Larimer	served	as	a	Motor	
Transportation	Operator	stationed	
in	Sadaam	Hussein’s	hometown	
Speicher,	Tikrit.	He	lived	in	the	
Contingency	Operating	Base	with	a	
300	man	company	comprised	of	four	
platoons.	It	was	here	that	Larimer	
saw	Hussein’s	casket	carried	off	the	
base	a	week	after	the	dictator	was	
executed.	The	casket	was	driven,	
along	with	four	others	through	the	
base	camp,	without	the	soldiers’	
knowledge	until	after	the	fact.	
	 Also	on	base	with	Larimer	
were	United	States	contractors	
who	perform	varied	tasks,	doing	
everything	from	laundry	to	fixing	
machinery.	Although	some	of	these	
contractors	do	not	put	their	lives	on	
the	line	in	the	same	way	the	soldiers	
do,	they	get	paid	a	great	deal	more.	
These	contractors	take	home	a	much	
larger	check	than	most	soldiers,	for	
attending	to	jobs	that	do	not	invite	as	
much	danger	as	the	soldiers.	
	 	“That	money	was	nice	at	first	


Not a War Hero, Just a Soldier
Christina Pillsbury


Opinion Editor


LN Grad Shaun Larimer Offers Account of His Experiences in Iraq


	 Thursday,	October	4th,	it	was	
5:30	a.m.	when	I	visited	the	Othman	
household	to	witness	the	preparation	
for	the	next	sixteen-hour	fast.	I	was	


met	by	a	happy	


 House Bill No. 5162 recently 
proposed by state representative 
David Agema is creating much 
controversy.
 If passed, House Bill No. 5162 
will make it legal for a person to 
carry a concealed weapon with 
authorization at a number of 
different public locations. The bill 
is designed to prevent a potential 
terrorist attack or shooting by 
giving people the option to 
arm themselves with a pistol for 
immediate self defense. 
 Supporters of the bill believe 
that concealed weapons can 
be beneficial in the immediate 
prevention of potential threats to 
safety, and that more lives can be 
saved if immediate action could be 
taken rather than waiting for the 
police to respond. Many cite the low 
crime statistics of communities with 
concealed weapon laws in place 
and how certain anti-gun laws have 
left schools and other public places 
vulnerable to attack.
 Those that oppose the bill 
believe that concealed weapons in 
schools are too high of a safety risk. 
They believe that allowing weapons 
in schools would cause more 
incidents than weapons would 
prevent and that certain people 
(while fit to teach and parent) 
just aren’t fit to carry a concealed 
weapon. People opposed to the bill 
point to other alternatives, such as 
increased aid towards counseling 
programs, as a better and safer way 
at preventing future incidents.
 Currently the bill is still 
making its way through the house 
legislature and has not yet been 
voted on by the house.


Matthew Evans
Asst. Business Manager


Ramadan in America
LN Student and Family Participate in 30 Day Fast for Ramadan


Recently Proposed House 
Bill Would Allow Teachers 
to Carry Guns in Schools


See SOLDIER page 2 


See RAMADAN page 4


Customarily you only marry 
within the Islamic faith, but 


now you can marry anyone as 
long as you have your parent’s 


blessings.  


MARRIAGE
The Islamic faith runs on a lunar 


calendar with 12  months of 
about 354 days.  The calendar 


usually shifts 11 days earlier each 
successive solar year.


SYMBOL
Muslims pray at sunrise, at 11 
a.m., before sunset, while the 


sun sets, and before sleep. 
The Koran is the holy book for 


Muslims.


PRAYER CALENDAR


The Cresent and Star is the 
symbol of Islam.  It means 


peace and blessings. 


and	then	you	realize	it’s	not	as	much	
as	contractors	over	there	and	you’re	
putting	your	life	on	the	line,”	Larimer	
said.
	 Not	to	say	that	the	money	was	
his	only	motivation	for	enlisting,	
but	it	had	a	great	deal	to	do	with	his	
decision.	Many	war	veterans	give	
freedom	and	democracy	as	their	
reasons	for	joining	the	Army.	Larimer	
cites	a	love	of	competition	and	a	
desire	to	try	new	things,	along	with	
the	initial	money	as	his	motivators.
	 “The	signing	bonus	helped	
[with	his	decision	to	enlist],”	said	
Larimer.	“I	don’t	really	like	America	
that	much,	so	I’m	not	going	to	get	all	
patriotic,”	he	added.	
	 It	may	seem	that	Larimer’s	
decision	to	join	was	an	easy	one,	that	
he	didn’t	have	any	reason	not	to	go.	


Shaun directs other truck drivers after a truck caught on fire due to technical 
errors.  It was the last mission he volunteered to go on while on duty at Camp Taji 
in Iraq.


smile	from	the	other	side	of	the	door;	
it	belonged	to	Saffa’s	brother,	Nidal	
Othman.	The	six-foot	stature	stood	
humble	before	me;	yet	the	sense	
of	candor	lingered	in	his	presence,	
easing	my	adrenaline.	Hesitantly	
sauntering	inside,	not	knowing	what	
to	expect,	I	returned	a	smile	and	
thanked	him	for	his	hospitality.	
	 I	turned	the	hallway	corner	
and	I	was	enveloped	by	a	culture	
unknown	to	my	eyes	and	the	smell	
of	wonderful	cooking.	Saffa	proudly	
introduced	me	to	her	mother;	excited	
to	share	her	religion	Saffa	gestured	to	
the	seat	nearest	me,	shyly	I	took	her	
offer.	
	 Fasting	for	Ramadan	is	the	Third								


Pillar	of	the	


Islam	faith.	Every	year	for	a	thirty-
day	period,	Muslims	take	part	in	a	
very	special	Islamic	event	called	
Ramadan.	It	is	a	space	of	time	where	
Muslims	can	become	closer	to	Allah,	
the	same	god	that	Christians	and	
Jews	worship,	just	a	different	name.	
Muslims	purify	their	souls	once	a	
year,	as	do	the	Jewish	people	during	
Yum	Kippur.	
	 Breakfast	is	one	of	two	times	
Muslims	eat	during	Ramadan	so	there	
is	no	room	to	refuse	the	“growl”	of	
your	stomach.	Muslims	eat	in	the	
morning	before	sunrise,	and	in	the	
evening	after	the	sun	goes	down.	
	 “Fasting	for	this	year	was	more	
difficult	than	it	was	last	year.	This	
year	I	am	taking	a	lot	of	core	classes	
and	I	have	a	lot	of	homework.	All	the	
work	can	make	me	stressed,	and	with	
no	food	in	my	stomach	makes	it	even	
harder	to	concentrate,	harder	to	stay	
motivated.	Besides	praying	to	God,	
I	keep	myself	occupied,	the	more	I	
do	the	less	I	think	about	food,”	Saffa	
said.		
	 I	was	encouraged	by	Saffa’s	
mother	to	help	myself.	No	special	


Andrew Chapman
Comics Editor 5 Pillars of the 


Islamic Faith


 Nearly 400 square miles were 
destroyed as nearly two dozen 
wildfires raged through southern 
California during late October.  
Over 300,000 residents displaced 
as the wildfires continued to burn 
out of control.  
 Strong northeast Santa 
Ana winds and temperatures 
approaching 100 degrees in 
Orange and San Diego counties 
did little to help in the wildfire 
relief effort. 
 President Bush declared seven 
counties in the state of California 
under a federal state of emergency, 
hoping to speed up the disaster-
relief process. Bush sent federal 
firefighters from the Department 
of the Interior to help with the 
blaze which sparked on Sunday, 
October 21. 
 It was reported that two 
people were killed and nearly 90 
injured during the course of the 
wildfires. Seven were arrested in 
suspicion of arson. 


Destructive California 
Wildfires Destroy 
516,000 Acres


Faith or belief in the Oneness 
of God and the finality of the 
prophethood of Muhammad


Establishment of the daily 
prayers


Concern for and almsgiving to 
the needy


Self-purification through 
fasting


The pilgrimage to Mecca for 
those who are able


New Location, Same Delicious Food


Looking for someplace affordable, yet good to eat? 
Food Dance offers a variety of foods from local 
farmers and businesses in a new location
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Shaun continues to give directions to 
other truck drivers in his group.


Ignite Mentoring Program 
Starts at Norrix


The first meeting of 
freshmen and their mentors 


will be Nov. 8
9:10-9:40 a.m.


Loy Norrix freshman snags lead 
role in the Civic’s production of High 
School Musical
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LN football makes strides


Check out the strategy that 
led the team to a big win 
over Benton Harbor


PAGE 16


High School Musical


Drama Department Presents
 


“Greater Tuna,” 
a comedy 


Nov. 16-18     
7:30 Kasdorf Auditorium


BRAD	DILLON	/	US	ARMY


BRAD	DILLON	/	US	ARMY


Check out 
Knight Life Online


Connect through 
kalamazoopublicschools.com


Winter Formal
“A Wintery Knight”


Hosted by the junior class
  


Dec. 1, 8:30-11:30


Tickets $10
Sold from Nov. 19-Nov. 30 
No ticket sales at the door
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$3.95 for a cup of soup to $13.95 
for a wild salmon salad. 
 The service was friendly and 
fast.  Our food arrived in less 
than ten minutes.  The sounds 
of music from the ‘60s and ‘80s 
played throughout the wait, making 
the short wait very relaxing and 
thoroughly entertaining.  The 
food was absolutely delicious.  
The proportions were fairly large 
making it nearly impossible 
to finish my whole sandwich 
with French fries.  The waitress 
packaged the remaining sandwich 
in a creative Chinese style take-out 
box for leftovers the next day.
  In addition to the restaurant, 
Food Dance also houses a cafe’ and 
small market.  Food Dance sells 


salads and small 
food items that 
are ready to heat 
right there along 
with coffee 
beverages for a 
nice in-between 
meal snack.  
Food Dance also 
packages and 
sells their own 
products such as 
salad dressings, 
soups, and jams, 
as well as locally 
made ice creams 


and meat. 
 The bathrooms of Food 
Dance were exceptionally clean as 
well. On the wall there were painted 
pixies, again hiding in the corn, 
pointing to the bathrooms. The 
atmosphere of the restaurant as a 
whole was cozy and the service was 
excellent and speedy. Two could 
dine for $20 and the restaurant is 
located conveniently downtown 
near many of Kalamazoo’s 
attractions. 
 Food Dance is a participant 
of the Slow Food Movement 
which strives to support eating 
locally, devoting its business to 
local farmers. Food Dance does 
this by using local products in 
their food, by advertising for the 
farmer’s products and by selling 
these products in Food Dance’s 
own market, located inside 
the restaurant. Enjoy excellent 
food, bask in the cozy farm-like 
atmosphere, and support local 
businesses by dining at Food 
Dance. 


MOVIE: 
“Big Trouble in Little 
China”
 All truck driver Jack Burton 
has to do is drive his friend 
Wang Chi to the airport to pick 
up his friend’s 
wife. However, 
she winds up 
kidnapped by 
the ancient 
sorcerer Lo 
Pan who 
needs her 
and the other 
women he has 
kidnapped, 
to complete 
a ritual that 
will make him 
unstoppable 
to anyone that stands in his 
way. Now Jack and Wang must 
journey beneath Chinatown 
in San Francisco to stop Lo 
Pan and his army, made up of 
henchmen, demons, and spirits, 
to free the women, and save the 
day.
 A major strength of the 
film is that it doesn’t take itself 
too seriously. Case in point: the 
main character, Jack Burton. 
Jack is not the conventional 
hero, he’s extremely cocky, 
which makes for some great 
scenes when he’s confronted 
by the serious circumstances 
around him, he doesn’t really 
know how to fire a gun, and 
he tries to complete tasks with 
minimal effort.
 Combine the film’s humor 
with its action scenes that 
feature magic, guns and martial 
arts, and you have a fun, 
enjoyable movie.


Television:
“Heroes”
 What would happen if one 
day out of nowhere, a small 
group of people worldwide 
began to exhibit superpowers? 
“Heroes” answers this through 
the actions and interactions of 
the many characters that makes 


up the 
ensemble 
cast. Each 
character 
reacts to 
their new 
found 
abilities in 
their own 
unique way. 


For example; one person tries 
to uses his ability to read minds 
to try and better his life, while 
another person sees his ability 
to teleport and manipulate 
time as gifts that he must now 
use to protect the world, these 
interactions form the plot of 
the show. 
 The advantage of the 
multiple plot lines and 
characters in “Heroes” is that 
there is guaranteed to be at 
least one character or plot line 
that you can follow and root 
for the entire season. “Heroes” 
also does a great job at paying 
attention to detail, giving you 
a good feel for the world the 
characters inhabit.


Music:
“Devo: the Essentials”
 Want to listen to something 
different? Devo’s sound 
is something unique that 
combines the multiple genres 
of pop, 
rock, and 
techno. 
Even now 
after thirty 
years, their 
songs 
are still 
ahead of 
their time. 
When you 
listen to 
a Devo song; the beginning, 
middle, and end, can be totally 
different in beat and pace. 
 “The Essentials” collects 
some of the band’s greatest 
hits throughout their career, 
including “Girl You Want” and 
“Whip It.” Devo might not be 
for everybody, but if you are 
looking for something that you 
can’t really find anywhere else, 
Devo is a sure fire bet.


Food Dance 


Kristen Wehling
News Editor                                                                                              


“Gives Tummies Goosebumps”
Quick  
Picks


Andrew Chapman
Comics Editor
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Left: Southwestern Omelet ($7.95) Right: Cook Andy Gadd cooking a steak 
over a wood-burning grill.


 In this age of technology, new  
and exciting electronics come out 
almost on a daily basis.  One of the 
latest gadgets today is the Archos 
604 Multimedia Player.  This shiny 
picture/movie/music player mix 
could revolutionize media players 
as we know it.  
 Customizing the Archos to 
your preferences is amazingly 
simple. You can change the menu 
to fit your wants, and even change 
your background. Much easier to 
change than its competitor the RCA 
Lyra X3030. However, getting 
to these cool functions would be 
easier with  a more user-friendly 
navigation system. A simple five 
way directional pad would have 
sufficed, but the way the buttons 
are set up (on the right side of 
the Archos in a line), it’s hard to 
control what you’re doing without 
looking at the buttons while you’re 
doing it.  
 Another plus is the amount of 
languages you can access. Not only 
does the Archos have an English 
function, but a French, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese, Dutch, and 
Italian functions, along with others. 
This makes the Archos a world-
wide media player, not just for the 
population that speaks English.  
 The frame rate, how smooth 
the movies appear on the screen, 
is adequate. This handheld media 
player is no five thousand dollar 
wide screen television, but it is 
not bad. The quality of picture you 
receive from this small screen is 
rather impressive, better than that 
of the RCA Lyra X3030. Of course, 
controlling what you’re watching 


would be much easier if the remote 
were a little more responsive to the 
controls. You can press a button on 
the remote, but the the Archos may 
or may not respond to it. 
 The Archos 604’s sound quality 
is muffled and weak. Though, 


chances are if you have a personal 
media player, you have headphones. 
The earbuds included are decent, 
but for optimal sound quality, 
you should get a different pair of 
headphones or a compact speaker 
set.  
 Viewing your pictures is quick 
and easy once you get through 
the confusing button set-up.  You 
can download JPEG, BMP, and 
PNG pictures from your computer 
onto the Archos 604, or you can 
transfer them directly from your 


digital camera with the optional 
docking adapter. The Archos also 
reads PDF documents, but may not 
implement all PDF features.  
 A huge downfall of the Archos 
is its separate, optional accessory 
of the Personal Video Recorder 


(PVR) station. It costs $100 extra, 
and as the Archos itself costs $350, 
that comes to a pretty hefty sum, 
considering it only has 30 gigabytes 
of storage. The Archos also does 
not come with an AC/DC adapter, 
so for all of you who wish to charge 
it in a regular wall plug, you’re out 
of luck. All charging must be done 
with the provided USB 2.0 cable, 
which is also used to upload and 
download all of your multimedia 
content.  
 On the plus side, the Archos 


Archos 604 Stands Out in a Crowd
Renee Macdonald


Layout Editor
itself is dazzling. The brushed 
aluminum finish gives it a chic, 
classic look, necessary for all of 
todays gizmos. The screen is a 
lovely 4.3 inches, larger than that of 
the 3.6 inch screen on the RCA Lyra 
X3030, making the Archos perfect 
for all the widescreen movies you 
could dream of in portable form.  
 It is not a perfect piece of 
equipment, but it comes close. A 
4.5 out of 5 star rating sums up this 
pretty piece of player quite nicely.
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Above: Food Dance opened on June 1, 2007 at its new location at 401 East 
Michigan Avenue, downtown Kalamazoo.


  If someone approaches you 
and asks what the landscape of 
Michigan looks like, you would 
most likely respond with “There 
are lots of fields.”  It certainly 
is true. Michigan is a highly 
agricultural state, and with that 
comes a lot of fruits and vegetables.  
Unfortunately most restaurants 
most likely purchase their products 
from out of state, but not Food 
Dance. 
 Food Dance, located in 
downtown Kalamazoo, is known 
for supporting local businesses and 
farms around the state of Michigan.  
“Farmers are our secret ingredient,” 
it says on the backs of their menus.  
Local food never 
tasted so good!
 Food Dance 
relocated this 
summer to 401 
East Michigan 
Avenue, two 
blocks away 
from its previous 
location, opening 
on June 1, 2007 
for dinner.  The 
new venue is 
quite charming 
and focuses on 
the vegetation 
that Michigan has to offer.  It 
features paintings of blueberries 
and cabbage and giant cornstalk 
statues that line a walkway to the 
dining room.  These statues extend 
from the floor to the ceiling.  The 
cornstalks are adorned with small 
hidden pixies, an interesting site. 
 Food Dance’s new location 
has more than doubled its former 
capacity, now allowing up to 225 
diners from the maximum of 98 that 
the old location could seat.  The 
building, which has a loft apartment 
style atmosphere, utilizing many 
bricks and wooden planks, has 
several large windows looking out 
onto the street and other areas of 
the restaurant.  This makes for a 
more homely feel and allows for the 
natural light of the sun to grace the 
building with its presence.
 I came in for lunch with a guest 
and we were pleased that there was 
a large selection, though it was 
slightly disappointing they could 
not make pancakes after eleven in 
the morning.  I ordered the grilled 
white albacore tuna salad sandwich 
($9.95) and my guest ordered a 
ham and cheese omelet ($7.95).  
The prices for breakfast items were 
reasonable, ranging from $5.50-
$8.95. Lunch prices were a tad bit 
on the expensive side, ranging from 


Location: 
401 East Michigan Avenue  
Downtown across from the YWCA 
(269) 382-1888 
Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 7 a.m.-
Midnight 
Sunday 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (Breakfast 
Only) 
Dinner Prices:
$2.95 (Curry Dusted Popcorn 
Chickpeas)-$26.00 (Steak Frites)








News 3November 2007


	 Being	 a	 freshman	 can	 be	
very	 intimidating.	 High	 school	
administrators	at	Loy	Norrix	realized	
that	the	freshmen	were	experiencing	
issues	that	couldn’t	be	addressed	in	
classrooms	 full	 of	 upper	 classmen.	
The	answer	to	this	problem	became	
the	Freshmen	Academy	.																				
				 What	 makes	 the	 Freshmen	
Academy	 so	 unique	 is	 that	 only	
freshman	can	be	in	it.	It	is	designed	
much	 like	 the	 Kalamazoo	 middle	
schools	 so	 that	 each	 and	 every	
student	is	part	of	a	team.	Also,	even	
though	there	are	over	400	students	in	
the	Freshmen	Academy,	the	average	
class	size	is	around	20	students.
						There	are	four	houses	(or	teams)	
in	 the	 academy.	 These	 houses	 are	
called	 Lion	 Hearted,	 Claymore,	
Bushido,	 and	 Excalibur.	 Sally	
Wagenaar,	English	teacher	and	team	
leader	of	Excalibur,	is	a	big	believer	
in	 the	 power	 of	 the	 Freshman	
Academy.
						She	says,	“Students	aren’t	always	
ready	 for	 high	 school;	 the	 team	
approach	 really	works,	because	we	
have	 the	 students	 in	 our	 class	 the	
whole	 year.	 I	 had	 one	 of	 the	 best	
years	in	my	career	while	teaching	at	
Loy	Norrix[with	the	academy].”


	 Jeff	 Boggan,	 principal	 of	 the	
Freshmen	 Academy,	 believes	 that	
freshmen	 need	 more	 individual	
attention	 to	 acclimate	 to	 the	 high	
school	environment.		
					The	teachers	had	put	a	lot	of	time	
and	effort	into	forming	the	structure	
of	the	academy	and	introducing	it	at	
LN.	 Boggan	 had	 limited	 time	 with	
the	academy	staff	before	the	school	
year	started,	and			during	the	school	
year	 as	 issues	 arose	 and	 reform	
occurred Boggan had to work to fix 
these	 issues	 while	 also	 leading	 the	
academy.	
 “Last year was like fixing an 
airplane while it was in flight,” 
Boggan	 said,	 referring	 to	 the	 fact	
that	the	program	was	already	up	and	
running	 when	 the	 administration	


Generates Mixed Results
Madison Kay
Web Master


Cultural Identity Lost in Local Music Venue Closures 
 Past the checker board floor of 
the	entry	hall	and	into	the	dimly	lit	
main	room	there	are	people	packed	
in	front	of	a	small	stage,	like	moths	
drawn	to	 the	white	christmas	 lights	
that	glitter	behind	the	band,	making	
the	 stage	 the	 brightest	 place	 in	
Kraftbrau	 Brewery.	 	 Most	 eyes	 are	
on	 The	 Glowfriends,	 who	 are	 the	
third band to play out of the five 
band	line	up.		People	are	dancing	as	
energy flies back and forth between 
the	performers	and	the	audience.	In	a	
couple	months,	Kraftbrau	will	never	
again	 see	 a	 performance	 like	 this,	
or	 for	 that	 matter	 any	 performance	
at	 all.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 November,	
Kraftbrau	 Brewery	 will	 be	 closing	
its	doors	 for	good	after	11	years	of	
buisness.


Alison Alessi
Feature Editor


Kristen Bowers a student in the Freshmen Academy listens intensively to her 
intergated math teacher Elizabeth Chau’s.


MADISON	KAY/KNIGHT		LIFE


SEAN	STOTO/	KNIGHT	LIFE


Kraftbrau Brewery  has many events lined up before they close, including the Glowfriends on Friday November 
23,2007.


“Kalamazoo has its own 
character and it’s losing 


it.” 
-Samantha Russ


	 Sean	 Smith,	 who	 owns	 the	
building	 that	 Kraftbrau	 is	 located	
in,	wants	to	renovate	the	upper	two	
stories	 of	 the	 three	 story	 building	
and	 rent	 them	 out	 to	 tenants.	 Fear	
that	 new	 tenants	 would	 clash	 with	
the loud music venue on the first 
floor has contributed to the decision 
that	Kraftbrau	must	go.	 	But	 this	 is	
only	one	of	the	reasons	Kraftbrau	is	
closing.	 	The	land	that	 the	building	
is	on	 is	worth	a	 lot	more	now	 than	
years before when Kraftbrau first 
started	 renting.	 	 Smith	 decided	 to	
more	 than	 double	 the	 price	 of	 rent	
to	 keep	 up	 with	 the	 price	 of	 the	
neighborhood	and	Kraftbrau	cannot	
afford	the	new	rent.


	 “It’s	 upsetting	 because...	 they	
were	 building	 a	 reputation,”	 said	
April	 Morris	 who	 is	 a	 member	 of	
The	 Glowfriends	 and	 	 has	 been	
playing	music	at	Kraftbrau	for	nine	
years.	 	 Morris	 said	 that	 the	 venue	
was	beginning	 to	draw	more	bands	
from	around	the	country	in	addition	
to	 the	 local	 bands	 that	 often	 play	
there.	It	takes	a	long	time	to	build	a	
good	reputation	and	a	name	means	a	
lot	 when	 attracting	 performers	 to	 a	
certain	city.
	 Samantha	 Russ,	 a	 junior	 at	
Loy	Norrix	said	that	Kraftbrau	was	
important because it was identified 
as	 a	 music	 venue.	 “It	 was	 a	 solid	
venue,”	said	Russ.	It	was	not	part	of	
a	shop	or	part	of	a	bowling	alley	like	
Nite	Moves	which	 is	 the	place	 that	
Russ	usually	goes	to	see	local	bands	
play.	 	 “It	 [Kraftbrau]	 had	 its	 own	
culture...its	own	feel,”	said	Russ.
	 Though	 Kraftbrau	 was	
identified as a music venue for most, 
Kalamazoo	is	also	losing	one	of	its	
local	breweries.	Aaron	Young,	who	
has	 worked	 at	 Kraftbrau	 for	 four	
years,	said	that	they	do	not	distribute	
the	 beer,	 they	 just	 sell	 it	 at	 that	
location.
	 Young	 is	 not	 sure	 yet	 what	
he	 will	 be	 doing	 once	 Kraftbrau	
closes	 for	 good	 but	 he	 is	 sure	 that	
“something’ll	 pop	 up.”	 	 Working	
somewhere	 else	 will	 be	 different	
for Young, “...nine to five is not 
something	 I’m	 looking	 for	 right	
now,”	said	Young.
	 As	 upsetting	 as	 these	
circumstances	 may	 be	 to	 the	
community, Kraftbrau is not the first 
music	venue	to	be	lost	to	renovations.	
Recently	 Club	 Soda	 was	 forced	 to	
close	because	its	rent	was	raised	for	
the	same	reason	as	Kraftbrau’s.	The	
owner	of	the	building	that	Club	Soda	
was	located	in	wants	to	renovate	the	
upper floors and rent to new tenants. 
The	most	noticeable	thing	about	the	


closing	 of	 these	 two	 venues	 is	 that	
they	are	shutting	down	within	a	few	
months	of	each	other.	
	 Kalamazoo	 lost	 Club	 Soda	 in	
February,	 but	 Morris	 remembers	
another	 venue	 that	 used	 to	 be	
downtown.	It	was	an	all	ages	co-op	
called	The	Space.
	 Morris	 said	The	 Space	 usually	
had	 a	 really	 good	 turn	 out	 before	
it	 was	 shut	 down	 to	 make	 way	 for	
a	 parking	 lot.	 	 The	 closing	 of	 The	


Space,	“devastated	so	many	people,”	
said	Morris.		Despite	the	plans	to	tear	
down	 the	 building	 that	 The	 Space	
was	 in,	 the	 parking	 lot	 was	 never	
built.
	 “Now	 I	 drive	 by	 the	 place	
and	 the	 building	 is	 standing	 there	
empty,”	said	Morris	who	used	to	see	
bands	play	there	almost	three	times	
a	week.	
		 Morris	said	that	when	it	comes	
to	music	venues,	the	people	running	


realized	 that	 major	 changes	 were	
necessary	 to	 make	 the	 program	
successful.	
	 Not	 everyone	 is	 convinced	 of	
the	academies	effectiveness.	For	the	
2006-2007	school	year,	180	students	
did	not	complete	their	freshmen	year	
and	are	now	considered	second	year	
freshmen.
	 Some	students	who	were	in	the	
academy	 last	 year	 had	 a	 problem	


“Last year was like fixing 
an airplane while it was 


in flight.”         
-Jeff Boggan


	 Timothy	Terrell	Palmer,	18,	
died	on	July	9,	2007	at	Bronson	
Methodist	Hospital.		He	was	born	
on	January	22,	1989	and	was	the	
son	of	Tasha	Palmer	and	stepson	
of	Eddie	Hegwood.				
	 Timothy	was	a	student	at	
Greenwood	Elementary,	Milwood	
Elementary,	and	Milwood	Middle	
School	before	attending	Loy	
Norrix	High	School.		He	attended	
LN	until	January	of	his	senior	year	
when	he	transferred	to	Phoenix	
High	School.		He	graduated	from	
Phoenix	in	June	2007.	
	 During	his	freshmen	and	
sophomore	years	at	LN,	Timothy	
was	a	highly	accomplished	
wrestler.	In	his	sophomore	year	
Timothy went to the state finals 
for	wrestling	in	the	112	pound	
weight	division.	He	was	also	an	
All-Conference	wrestler	during	his	
sophomore	year.	
	 Tom	Barnum,	Timothy’s	
wrestling	coach	during	his	time	


Timothy Palmer, Former 
Loy Norrix Student Dies 


at Age 18


it	really	have	to	own	the	building	or	
it	could	get	“ripped	out	from	under	
you.”
	 Kraftbrau	 does	 not	 have	 any	
plans	to	relocate	once	it	shuts	down,	
but Morris is confident that a new 
venue	will	open	up	at	some	point.	
	 Russ	 feels	 that	 Kalamazoo	 is	
losing	more	than	just	music	venues	
with	the	closing	of	these	businesses.	
“Kalamazoo	 has	 its	 own	 character	
and	it’s	losing	it.”


on	the	team,	has	established	a	
scholarship	in	Timothy’s	name	
through	the	Loy	Norrix	High	
School	Athletic	Department.		This	
scholarship	will	be	given	annually	
to	a	senior	wrestler	who	has	
exhibited	athletic	success	despite	
having	to	overcome	adversity	in	
their	life.
	 In	his	spare	time	Timothy	
enjoyed	playing	basketball	with	
his	friends	and	listening	to	music.		
He	also	liked	to	walk	around	with	
people	and	go	to	parties.
	 After	graduating	from	high	
school	Timothy	had	dreamed	of	
attending	Michigan	State	University	
to	wrestle	for	the	Spartans.	
	 Timothy	is	survived	by	his	
mother	Tasha	Palmer,	stepfather	
Eddie	Hegwood,	sisters	Tamara	
and	Tabitha	Palmer,	brother	Ty	
Hegwood,	grandmother	Maggie	
Atkinson,	as	well	as	many	aunts,	
uncles,	friends,	coaches	and	
teachers	who	were	a	part	of	his	life.
	


with	it	because	they	were	not	given	
the	opportunity	 to	 test	out	and	also	
because	they	were	only	able	to	earn	
six	credits	instead	of	eight.		during	a	
regular	school	year.


	 Tressa	 Greschak,	 a	 sophomore	
at	Loy	Norrix	said,	“I	didn’t	like	the	
academy	because	I	was	cut	off	from	
the	whole	school,	and	felt	like	I	was	
still	in	middle	school.”
	 However,	 there	 are	 some	
students	 who	 liked	 that	 academy.	
Sixtine	Berquist,	sophomore,	is	one	
of	them.
	 “The	 Freshmen	 Academy	
wasn’t	a	bad	idea,	but	it	was	executed	


poorly.	 I	 enjoyed	 my	 teachers,	 but	
it	 did	 not	 seem	 that	 our	 personal	
welfare	 was	 cared	 for	 as	 well	 as	 it	
should	have	been.”
	


 “I want people to remember 
him as the good wrestler and 
student he was.  I want him to 
be remembered as him being 


himself, just goofy and fun.”


-Tamara Palmer


“Timothy had a great smile and 
a great sense of humor.  He 


loved to wrestle.  He was very 
good at it, and he knew he was 
good at it. He would always tell 


me, ‘I’m gonna graduate Mrs. 
Boggan,’ and he did.”


-Valerie Boggan


“He was a very genuine 
and nice person.  He would 
always stop by the athletic 
office just to say hi.  He was 


compassionate about others 
and overall a good person.”


-Andrew Laboe
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-Personal


opinions
-Contains libel or


obscenities
-Disrupts school


environment
-Invades privacy


of others


Notes to reader:
-Any photography


that has been
manipulated will
be labeled a
photo
illustration.


-Knight Life will
publish a formal
correction of
any factual error
made in a
previous issue.
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Kaileigh Galbraith, sophomore


“Yeah, because it’s threatening. 
It keeps people in line.”


Should teachers carry guns in school?


Sharon Caron, social studies


“No. The guns set students    
and   teachers  against  each 


other. I  think  metal  detectors 
should be  used.”


Marcos Loveland, freshman


“Maybe. If the guns were se-
curely protected, so a kid won’t 


be able to get it.”


Marcos
 Loveland


Lance Clark, senior


“Awh no, definitely no, because 
then the students would feel 
they want to bring guns. It 
would be very dangerous.”


    It used to be that the mere 
thought of allowing guns or other 
weapons on school property was 
completely outrageous.  Schools in 
Michigan have always worked hard 
to keep weapons out of our learning 
institutions.  However, under the 
recently proposed House Bill No. 
5162, teachers, administrators and 
staff would be permitted to carry a 
concealed pistol on school grounds 
if approved by a principal.  While 
this legislation is intended to 
decrease the possibility of violence 
in school, in reality it would only 
escalate the chance for violence.         
   State Representative Dave Agema 
introduced this bill, citing it as a 
means of “disaster-preparedness.”  
If passed, he believes the bill 
would offer protection to students 
and assist in preventing an attack 
similar to those at Columbine or 
Virginia Tech.  But how is stocking 
our schools full of gun-wielding 
teachers supposed to reduce the 
possibility of violence? If anything, 
allowing teachers to bear arms on 
school grounds would prompt more 
violence.           
   Even if teachers are able 
to carry a gun, that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they would 
be adequately trained in operating 
it.  Although teachers who opt 
to carry guns would be subject 
to thorough training and have to 
meet specific qualifications, there 
is still no guarantee that they will 
be able to use a gun properly in a 
high risk situation. Teachers are 
already expected to educate and 


Guns in Schools Would Yield No Positive Results  


guide their students, while also 
having to act under an immense 
amount of stress. Educators 
should not have to face the ethical 
dilemma that would arise when 
they are expected to use violence 
against a student that they have 
been responsible to educate. Adding 
the responsibility of wielding a 
gun to their duties is unreasonable, 
and quite ridiculous. The risks of 
harming innocent people are just 
too high.         
  Allowing teachers to carry 
guns in school also brings up the 
issue of where the guns should 
be kept.  If teachers were to carry 
a concealed weapon on them, it 
would be fairly simple for a student 
to overpower them and take the 
gun. This scenario would not only 
put the teacher in danger, but the 
rest of the student population as 
well. On the other hand, keeping the 
guns in a safe does not offer a much 
better solution. The chances of 
reaching the safe, unlocking it, and 
loading the gun in time to defend 
the students are slim.  Keeping 
the guns in one spot outside the 
classroom would also make it an 
easy place for attackers to target.    
       In addition to allowing 
teachers to carry guns on school 
grounds, the proposed legislation 
would also allow parents and 
guardians who already possess 
proper gun permits to carry 
concealed guns on school property 
while picking up or dropping off a 
student.  If teachers, administrators, 
staff, and parents are all allowed 


to carry guns on school property, 
what’s to stop students from 
believing that they too have the 
right to bear arms in school?  The 
number of students bringing guns to 
school would probably increase, as 
many would feel that they needed 
to be able to personally protect 
themselves.        
   If we need more protection in 
our schools, then we should employ 
more professionally trained police 
officers.  Allowing guns in school 
by anyone other than police officers 
who have been properly trained 
increases the risk of people being 
hurt or killed.  Instead of opening 
up the school to guns we should 
work on ways to enforce keeping 
guns out of schools. If protecting 
students from attacks in schools 
has become so urgent that some 
have resorted to suggesting we arm 
teachers with guns, then maybe we 
should look into installing metal 
detectors at school entrances and 
employing more security and police 
officers in the schools.       
     Permitting guns on school 
property would not make the school 
safer or more conducive to learning 
in any way. School is supposed to 
provide a safe learning environment 
for students, and allowing guns 
on school premises would leave 
many students feeling unsettled 
and unsafe. All measures should be 
taken to ensure that guns are not 
legally permitted in our schools.  


Have you 
ever asked 
yourself how 
long would 
you be able 
to survive far 
away
from your 
home, family 


and your friends?
  If you have ever thought about 
this, and you think it would be 
difficult, I agree with you.
  Fortunately, this is something 
that I am now experiencing and 
I can easily say that being an 
exchange student is not only hard, 
but also exhausting and frustrating. 
It is being away from everything 
you are used to. It means doing 
something exciting and new.
  I was born in Moldova, a 
very small country located in 
Eastern Europe. Coming to the 
American world, I was shocked at 
the huge dimensions. Everything 
is larger here: roads, cars and even 
portions of ice-cream!
  I like all these larger sizes and 
I’m trying, as much as possible, 
to do what an exchange student 
should do, to adapt and to make 
the cultural exchange between the 
countries.
  A vital condition for 
successfully completing my mission 
is to communicate and to interact 
with people that surround me. It is 
easy to do that because Americans 
are very polite, and what I like most 
is that they smile every time I’m 
looking at them. To me, this means 
that they are very friendly and cute. 
I like the way Americans listen 
to me, and I am impressed when 
they show interest in learning more 
about my country.


  Even though I’ve been here for 
only four weeks, I am able to say 
that the first week of school, was 
the craziest one in my life. Can you 
imagine the difference between 400 
students, where I come from, and 
approximately 1,400 students at 
Loy Norrix?
  It is an immense change!
  The large, crowded, noisy halls 
are hard to get used to, and I still 
have problems with it. It is difficult, 
and I get nervous looking for my 
classroom when I don’t know even 
where to go to find it.
  It is complicated, but at the 
same time, challenging to survive 
as a student in Loy Norrix High 
School with a lot of different 
people and different ways of doing 
things. It would seem that I need 
the powerful abilities of a fighter in 
order to survive here.
 However, for the first time 
in my life, I have the opportunity  
to do something different from 
what I’ve done in the past. It is 
the first time I can choose my 
classes that aren’t required and I 
am very happy I can finally study 
subjects that interest me. This of 
course wouldn’t be possible if my 
counselor, Rebecca Learner, who is 
a wonderful person, hadn’t helped 
me so extensively.
  I love changing things about 
myself, and I am trying as hard 
as I can to enjoy my new style of 
life. This style is so different from 
that in Moldova, where I was nine 
weeks ago.
  I am now sure that coming to 
Kalamazoo was the best choice 
for me and my future. I will never 
regret the things that I have done 
and that I’ll do in the next eight 
months and I hope to become a 
valuable part of American society.


Cristina Flocea
Staff Writer


First Impressions


Sharon 
Caron


-Staff  Editorial
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Clark


Kaileigh  
Galbraith


Differences between Americans and Moldovans


Americans Moldovans


*Jeans
*Shirts
*Tennis shoes


*Dresses
*Skirts
*Heels
*Jewelry


MEDICINE
*New 
  technologies
*Painless 
  dental 
  service


*Old technology
*Dental services
  use novicane only       
  occassionally
*Low quality


FOOD
*Spices
*Variety
*Lots  of
 hamburgers
 and salads


*No spices
*No variety
*Plain food
*Pizza with 
  mayonaise


MONEY
*Dollars *Lei


   ID BADGES
*Why do 
 Americans 
 have to wear 
 them???


*We don’t have
  such things in 
  our schools!


CLOTHES


By Philip Cragin
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“ The youth of our 
community need to 
realize that there is a 
terrible, terrible need 


out there”
Mimi Nevela


Fundraiser Aides Citizens in 
America as well as Uganda
	 According	to	Celeste	Dely,	12	
year	old	Kalamazoo	resident,	the	
reason	she	held	a	lemonade	stand	
and gave all the profits to children 
in	Uganda	is	because	“I	wanted	to	
help	other	people-	it	makes	me	feel	
good.”	
	 This	was	the	tone	of	the	
fundraising	event	held	at	the	
Kalamazoo	Institute	of	Arts	on	
Friday,	September	21st.	The	
event	was	held	to	raise	money	for	
students	in	an	Ugandan	school	
called	St.	Kizito	S.S.	Bugolobi.	
These	same	students	were	featured	
in	the	Uganda	Project	of	“Knight	
Life”	last	year.	Hosted	by	the	
organization	4	oneworld,	the	event	
served	to	educate,	inspire,	and	
empower,	not	only	children	in	


Africa,	but	Kalamazoo	residents	
as	well.	Citizens	of	Kalamazoo	
gathered	to	raise	money	for	the	St.	
Kizito	computer	lab	by	bidding	on	
local	and	African	art	up	for	auction.	
Residents	came	together	to	eat,	
drink, be merry, and to fight for 
education	for	one	world.	
	 Founder	Tara	McKinney	runs	
the	organization	4	Oneworld,	and	
its	sole	purpose	now	is	to	support	
St.	Kizito.	This	school	plays	host	
to	what	McKinney	calls	“the	most	
underprivileged	children	in	the	
world.”	AIDS	orphans	and	former	
child soldiers all find refuge in 
this private school in war-inflicted 
Uganda.	The	idea	is	that	with	
education,	these	children	can	rise	
out	of	the	poverty	with	which	
they	are	experiencing,	and	live	
the	lives	they	wish	to.	Citizens	of	
Kalamazoo	are	working	to	raise	
money to finance the computer 
literacy	program	for	this	school
	 Besides	the	hors	d’oeuvres	and	
the	auction,	the	KIA	played	host	to	
authentic	African	drumming	and	
dancing	on	that	Friday	night.	While	
attendees	bid	on	art,	a	local	drum-
dance	group,	Dunya	performed.	
One	hundred	and	twenty	items	
were	auctioned	off,	coming	to	a	
total	revenue	of	$12,000	for	the	
organization.	Needless	to	say,	it	
was	a	success	for	the	organization.
	 Attendees	continued	to	
have	fun	helping	others,	as	Dely	
suggested. The dance floor was 
sparse at first but eventually filled 
with	an	eclectic	group	of	people	
ranging	from	two	to	60.	The	styles	
also	ranged,	from	tiny	tots	trying	
to	imitate	the	fast-paced,	free-form	
dancing	like	that	of	Dunya,	to	older	
couples	who	seemed	to	be	dancing	


to	their	own	beats.	All,	regardless	
of	age	took	their	lead	from	Dunya	
in	the	joy	they	exhibited	while	
dancing.	Even	Dunya	is	diverse	in	
age.	The	youngest	member	is	a	pre-
teen	named	Dasan	Mitchell,	who	
is	a	very	talented	dancer,	and	his	
mother,	Kama	Mitchell,	also	part	of	
the	group.
	 	 The	diverse	ages	of	the	
fundraiser	attendees	proved	to	be	
exactly	what	4	oneworld	is	looking	
for.	There	were	teens,	youthful	
adults,	and	those	of	middle	age	and	
older	who	attended.But	it	is	the	
youth	who	need	to	recognize	this	
project	and	take	notice,	according	
to	4	Oneworld	Secretary	Mimi	
Nevala.
	 “The	youth	of	our	community	
need	to	realize	that	there	is	a	
terrible,	terrible	need	out	there,”	
said	Nevala.	
	 After	the	dancing,	drumming,	
eating	and	bidding	was	over,	Tara	
McKinney	addressed	the	crowd	
and	presented	the	auctioned	items	
to	their	winners.	Part	of	this	
presentation	included	Loy	Norrix	
students	Emily	Rooney	and	Sarah	
Leip	who	have	been	communicating	
with	pen	pals	from	St.	Kizito.	
	 McKinney	probed	the	girls	
about	why	they	want	to	help	
children	in	Uganda,	and	what	it	
was	like	to	have	a	pen	pal	across	
the	globe.	Last	year,	students	from	
Loy	Norrix	learned	a	great	deal	by	
participating	in	a	project	that	paired	
each	of	them	with	one	student	from	
St.	Kizito	School.	According	to	


Christina Pillsbury 
Opinion Editor


The Loy Norrix 
Marquee 


A series of slides detailing 
school news and events that 
runs daily on LNTV following 
the morning announcements. 


The Winter/Holiday 
Formal 


Hosted by the current junior 
class, this school dance features 
a holiday/winter-based theme. 
This year’s dance is currently 
scheduled for December 1st.


Winterfest 
The Homecoming Week’s 
winter companion; Winterfest 
features events and activities 
with a winter theme. Highlights 
include: the crowning of a 
Winterfest King and Queen, 
the last chance for a class to 
claim the Spirit Jug, the last pep 
assembly of the year, and the 
Winterfest dance, the last dance 
that freshmen and sophomores 
can purchase tickets for.


The Spirit Jug 
A trophy awarded to the class 
with the most points at the end 
of Homecoming and again at 
Winterfest. The class that is in 
possession of the trophy has 
bragging rights until the next 
chance at ownership.


Hallsweep 
Where students found roaming 
the halls without a hall pass 
are sent, the Hallsweep room is 
located in C-16.


DON’T BE LATE GET TO CLASS!!!


	 With	a	staff	of	over	150	people.	
Loy	Norrix		welcomes	27	new	
teachers	and	staff	members	to	our	
roster.	Among	the	new	teachers	are	
two	who	come	from	very	different	
backgrounds.		
	 Bettina	Smith	who	works	in	B17	
and	teaches	English	in	the	freshmen	
academy	is	among	one	of	our	new	
teachers.	Smith	is	the	second	of	
four	children.	She	was	born	and	
raised	in	Kalamazoo,	Michigan.	
Growing	up,	her	inspiration	for	
finishing high school was her 
mother.	
	 “Mom	thought	education	was	
really	important...	she	instilled	an	
instinctive	motavation,	nothing	
external,	she	made	me	realize	
education	was	the	only	way	I	could	
transend,”		Smith	said.
	 Smith	is	a	LN	alumni,	and	she	
compares	LN	then	to	now	as	“a	
different	time.”	One	of	her	most	
memorable	times	in	high	school	
was	spirit	week.	She	laughed	at	
the	fact	that	on	crazy	hair	day,	she	
wore	her	hair	like	Alfalfa.	Smith	
ran	with	the	popular	crew.	But	she	
still managed to find time to play 
the	violin	and	was	a	member	on	the	
debate	team.	
 “I wasn’t a cheerleader, more 
popular	in	an	academic	way,”	said	
Smith.
	 After	completing	high	school,	
Smith	went	on	to	graduate	from	


Western	Michigan	University.	
She	studied	English.	While	at	
WMU,	Smith	interned	at	Milwood	
Middle	School,	where	she	taught	
French	and	English.	Smith	had	no	
experience	yet	in	teaching	French,	
so	when	her	students	were	given	
flash cards to help them study, she 
would quiz herself with flash cards 
too.	When	Smith	administered	
a	test,	she	would	take	the	test	
right	along	with	her	class,	and	
sometimes	students	would	correct	
her.
	 	Before	working	for	LN,	Smith	
was	a	staff	member	of	the	program	
Nova	Net,	where	students	take	
classes	online.	While	at	Nova	Net,	
Smith	supervised	many	courses	
like	government,	physics	and	
calculus.	She	said	with	a	smile,	“I	
would	dread	when	I	did	anything	
calculus.”	
	 Overseeing	so	many	subjects	
for	over	200	students	a	day	was	
difficult.  “It’s a lot less stressful,” 
Smith	said	of	Norrix	compared	
to	Nova	Net.	Smith	loves	the	fact	
that	she	is	interacting	with	students	
regularly	at	LN.		“I	absolutely	
adore	being	here,”	she	said.
	 Another	new	teacher	is	Breann	
Wozniak,	who	teaches	Biology	in	
room	C17.	Wozniak	was	born	in	
the	small	town	of	Alpena	which	
is	in	Northern	Michigan.	She	
is	the	oldest	of	three.	Growing	
up, Wozniak’s parents set high 
standards	for	her	to	complete	
high	school,	and	offered	to	pay	


“Knight	Life”	editor,	a	senior	at	
LN,	Emily	Rooney,	the	Pen-Pal	
project	taught	her	that	students	in	
Africa	are	more	relevant	to	her	life	
than	she	originally	thought.
	 	“They	[students	at	St.	Kizito]	
are	just	like	us,	and	talking	to	a	
girl	across	the	world	who	was	less	
fortunate	taught	me	this;	she’s	
just	like	me	in	many	ways,”	said	
Rooney.
	 One	of	4	Oneworld’s	goals	
is	to	make	a	connection	with	a	
local	school	and	St.	Kizito,	and	
according	to	President	Adam	
Stubbs,	the	pen-pal	project	
accomplished	this	goal.	Stubbs	also	
believes	that	“Knight	Life’s”	The	
Uganda	Project	of	2007	helped	
in	making	the	organization	more	
visible	in	the	community.	This	was	
evident	by	the	much	larger	turnout.		
Nevala	also	attributes	the	higher	
attendance	to	the	accessibility	of	
the	venue.	
 “At the first fundraiser, we 
were	litterally	begging	people	left	
and	right	to	come...	but	anyone	can	
just	walk	into	the	KIA,	I	think	that	
helps,”	Nevala	said.	
	 At	the	conclusion	of	the	event,	
Stubbs,	Nevala	and	McKinney	
expressed	their	excitement	for	
the	turnout,	enthusiasm	of	the	
community,	and	need	for	continued	
efforts	for	the	organization.
	 “This	project	began	with	an	
asking	for	help.	And	now	we’re	
asking	you	for	help.	Help	the	
students	of	St.	Kizito,”	Stubbs	said.	


ANGELO	MURRAY/KNIGHT	LIFE


FRESHMAN GUIDE
Andrew Chapman


Comics Editor


New Teachers: The Road to Norrix
Angelo Murray


Photo Editor a	percentage	of	her	college	upon	
graduation.	
 Wozniak’s parents kept in contact 
with	her	teachers	by	attending	
Parent	Teacher	Conferences,	“My	
parents	were	involved	with	my	
teachers.	They	made	sure	I	was	on	
track,”	Wozniak	said.
	 Wozniak	attended	Alpena	High	
School.	AHS	is	a	rural	school	with	
not	much	diversity.	The	school	
made	everyone	feel	accepted.
  “It’s a wonderful community 
to	be	a	part	of,”	said	Wozniak.	
Although	there	was	not	much	
diversity,	everyone	was	unique,	
and	Wozniak	ran	with	the	preps.	
After	high	school	Wozniak	went	
on	to	graduate	from	WMU.	When	
she	graduated	she	went	on	to	teach	
physics,	chemistry	and	biology	at	
Battle	Creek	Central	and	Allegan	
High	School.	The	schools	are	
similar to LN, Wozniak said, “It’s 
really	similar	in	most	ways.	Ask	me	
later	in	the	year,	my	answer	should	
be	different.”	So	far	Wozniak	likes	
LN	a	lot.	She	likes	the	fact	that	she	
gets	to	teach	in	a	larger	classroom	
and	teach	upperclassmen,	where	
before	she	taught	freshmen.	
Wozniak	is	still	adapting	to	LN	
though.
  “I’m trying to figure out where 
the	copy	machine	is,”	she	said.	
	 	For	now	she	is	looking	forward	
to	getting	to	know	the	LN	teachers	
and	students.	“This	could	be	my	
second	home,”	she	said. Breann Wozniak (top) gives instructions to her 4th block Biology class, for a 


group project. While Bettina Smith (bottom) gets her class ready to go to the 
library for an assignment.


Lunch
Lunch at Loy Norrix is unique in 
that you can find a food to suit 
any taste you might have that day, 
here is a rundown of the various 
lunch lines.


Casa Amigos: Specializes in food 
of the Tex-Mex variety, common 
entre’es include nachos, tacos, and 
taco salads.


Sandwich Central: Here you can 
build your own sandwich and 
wrap using a large variety of 
breads, meats, cheeses, vegetables 
and sauces. 


The Fresh Grille: Specializes in 
Grilled food, common entre’es 
include burgers, chicken 
sandwiches, and chicken tenders.


Trattoria: Specializes in pizza and 
pasta, expect to find calzones, 
various pizzas, and ravioli.


Sports 
Didn’t find the right sport to join 
in the fall? Well don’t worry, Loy 
Norrix has plenty of other sports to 
join in the winter and springtime; 
and if you need a refresher, fall 
sports are also included. 


Fall- Cross Country, Fall 
Cheerleading, Football, Women’s 
Golf, Women’s Swimming, Men’s 
Soccer, Women’s Swimming, Men’s 
Tennis, and Women’s Volleyball


Winter- Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball, Competitive 
Cheerleading, Hockey, Men’s 
Swimming, Winter Cheerleading, 
and Wrestling.


Spring- Baseball, Men’s Golf, 
Softball, Track and Field, and 
Women’s Soccer.


CHRISTINA	PILLSBURY/	KNIGHT	LIFE


Dasan Mitchell, a dancer for Dunya, entertains a younger guest on break. 
During the show he performs with a guest from the audience, he shows them 
a portion of a dance.


Being new to a school as big as Loy Norrix can be hard and a little 
overwhelming at first. 


Here are some things that you should know about.





